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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 

THE 'VHlTE HOUSE, JnnuarL.lI 10, 1978. 

To the Senate of the United States: 
I transmit herewith, for the advice and consent of the Senate to 

ratification, three treaties establishing maritime boulldari('s: the Treaty 
on ~Iaritime Boundaries between the United States of America and 
the United Mexican States, signed at l\Iexico City on l\lay 4, 1978; 
the l\Iaritime Boundary Treaty between the United States of America 
and the Republic of Venezuela, signed at Caracas on l\Iarch 28, 1978; 
and the Maritime Boundary Agreement between the United States of 
America and the Republic of Cuba, signed at 'Vashington, Decem
ber 16, 1977. 

These treaties are necessary to delimit the continental shelf and 
overlapping claims of jurisdiction resulting from the establishing 
of a 200 nautical mile fishery conservation zone off the costs of the 
United States in accordance with the Fishery Conservation and l\fan
agement Act of 1976, and the esta.blishment of 200 nautical mile zones 
by these neighboriul! countries. 

The treaty with ~Iexico establishes the maritime boundary hetw('C'n 
the United States and l\fexico for the area between twelve and two 
hundred nautical miles off the coasts of the two countries in the Pacific 
Ocean and Gulf of l\fexico. In this regard, it supplements the Treaty 
to Resolve Pendinp: Boundary Differences and ~Iaintain the Rio 
Grande and Colorado River as the International Boundary between 
the United States of ... t\..merica and tIl(' United l\Iexican States, signed 
at l\fexico November 23, 1970, which establishes maritime boundaries 
out to twelve nautical miles off the respective coasts. The treaty with 
Venezuela establishes the maritime boundary between the two coun
tries in the Caribbean Sea, between Puerto Rico and the U.S. Vircin 
Islands and V('nezuela where the 200 nautical mile zones overlap. The 
treaty with Cuba establishes the maritinle boundary between the two 
countries in the Straits of Florida area and the eastern Gulf of l\{exico 
where the 200 nautical mile zones overlap. 

I believe that these treaties are in the United Sbltes interest. They 
are consistent with the United States interpretation of international 
In·w that maritime boundaries are to be established by agreement in 
accordance with equitable principles in the Jip:ht of relevant geographic 
circumstances. They will facilitate la.w enforcement activities, and 
·provide for certainty in resource development. 

I also transmit for the information of the Senate the report of the 
Depa.rtment of State with respect to each of these treaties. 

I reconunend that the Senate give early consideration to these treaties 
and advice and consent to their ratification. 

JIMMY CARTER. 
(tIl) 
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The PRESIDENT, 
The White House. 

LETTER OF SUBMITTAL 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Waskington, December B7, 1978. 

THE PRESIDENT: I have the honor to submit to you, with a view to 
the transmittal thereof to the Senate· for its advice and consent to 
ratification, the Treaty on Maritnne Boundaries between the United 
States of· America and the United Mexican States, signed at Mexico 
City, May 4, 1978. The Treaty establishes the maritIme boundaries 
between the United States and Mexico for the areas between twelve 
and two hundred nautical miles off the respective coasts. 

Prior to the establishment of 200 nautical mile zonest the United 
States and Mexico had established by treaty their maritIme bounda
ries seaward to a distance of twelve nautical miles. This was accom
plished in the Treaty to Resolve Pending Boundary Differences and 
Maintain the Rio Grande and Colorado River as the International 
Boundary between the United States of America and the United 
Mexican States, done at Mexico, November 23, 1970, and entered into 
force April 18, 1972. Agreement on maritime bOlmdaries seaward to 
a distance of 200 nautical miles became necessary in 1976 when each 
government decided to establish zones to that distance. 

Discussions between officials of both governments, lleld in the spring 
of 1976, led to an exchange of notes on November 24, 1976, establish
ing provisional maritime boundaries in accordance with equitable 
principles. After a year of experience with the provisional maritime 
~oundaries, bot~ governments came to the view that previously con
templated technIcal work was unnecpssary and that they were satisfied 
that the provisional maritime boundaries should be made permanent. 
Agreement was reached through diplomatic correspondence on the 
text of a treaty which was signed on the occasion of Secretary Vance's 
visit to l\fexico City on May 4, 1978. 

The preamble to the tr~aty recites the fact that maritime bounda
ries out to twelve· nautical miles have already heen established between 
the two countries. It notes the United States Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act which establishes a 200 nautical mile fishery conser
vation zone off the coasts of the United States, and the Mexican 
Decree adding to' Article 27 of the Political Constitution of Mexico 
which establishes a 200 nautical mile "exclusive economic zone" off 
the coast of Mexico. The Preainble also recalls the fact that the two 
countries have established provisional maritime boundaries by the ex
change of notes of November 24, 1976, and that the lines thereby estab
lished are practical and equitable. 

The operative portion of the treaty consists of 'four articles. 
(1) 
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Article I sets out the specific geographic coordinates which define 
the maritime boundaries pstabhshed by the treaty. The, maritime 
boundary betwepn the l;nited States and Mexico consists of three 
segments: (1) in the westpl'n Gulf of ~fexico extending eastward from 
the international boundary sepurating Texas from Mexico; (2) in the 
~aste111 Gulf of l\Iexico~ where the 200 nautical mile zoneE developed 
from the Louisiana ('oast and islands off the Yucatan coast overlap; 
and, (3) in the Pacific Oceall,e'xtending westward from the interna
tional boundary senaratiu!! California from ~fexico. 

In the 'Western Gulf of Mexico the maritime boundary begins at the 
terminus of the twelve nautical mile boundary established by the 1970 
treaty and extends through two turning pomts and then to a point 
which is 200 nautical miles from the coasts of the two countries, as de
zones overlap, as depicted on the map attached at Annex A. 

In the eastern Gulf of Mexico the maritime boundary begins at the 
westernmost point at which the 200 nautical mile zones off the Louisi
ana and Yucatan coasts overlap, continues through a turning point, 
and terminates at the easternmost point at which the 200 nautical mile 
zones overlap. as depicted on the map attached nt Annex A. 

In the Pacific Ocean the maritime boundary begins at the terminus 
of the twelve nautical mile boundary established by the 1970 treaty 
and extends through two turning pOInts and then to a point which is 
200 nautical miles from the coasts of the two countries, as depicted on 
the map enclosed at Annex B. 

The maritime boundaries are geodetic lines which connect these 
points. The coordinates are determined with reference to the 1927 
North American Datum and the Clarke 1866 ellipsoid. 

The maritime boundaries described in Article I are negotiated 
boundaries developed on the basis of equitable principles in light of the 
relevant geographical circumstances. In developing the maritime 
boundaries the two cOWltries referred to the delimitation principles of 
the 1958 Geneva Convention on the Continental Shelf to which the 
United States and Mexico are both parties, the criteria set forth by the 
Inter~lational Court of Justice in the North Sea Oontinentril Shelf 
Cases, and the principles utilized in determining the twelve nautical 
mile maritime boundaries under the 1970 treaty. Application of these 
~l'inciples to the factual circumstances off the coasts of the United 
~tates and Mexico resulted in agreement on the maritime boundaries 
descrihp.rl jn Articlp. I. ' 

Article II describes the legal effect of the maritime boundaries. It 
provides that neither country shall claim or exercise for any purpose 
sovereign rights or jurisdictIon over the waters or seabed and sunsoil 
onthe other country's side of the maritime boundary. 

Article ill clarifies that the sole purpose of the treaty is to establish 
the location of the maritime boundaries between the two countries, and 
that these maritime boundaries do not affect or prejudice either coun
try's position with respect to the extent of internal waters, of the ter
ritorial sea, of the high seas or of sove~~ rights or jurisdiction for 
any other purpose. A disclaimer, of this character makes clear that 
agreement on the maritime boundaries does not constitute recognition 
of the jurisdiction that the other cOlmtry may claim to exercise in the 
delimited area beyond that otherwise recognized by each country. In 
this connection, the United States and Mexico maintain different posi-



3 

tions on the breadth of the territorial sea, as well as the nature of 
jurisdiction e.xercisecl within the 200 nautical mile zone, which are not 
affected by the treaty. 

Article IV provides that the treaty will enter into force on the date 
of exchange of instruments of ratification. 

I recommend that this treaty be transmitted to the Senate as soon as 
possible for its advice and consent to ratification. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CYRus VANCE. 

Enclosures: 
1. Annex A-Chart of the maritime boundal'V in the western Gulf of 

Mexico between the United States and Mexico. 
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2. Annex B-Chart of the maritime boundary.in the Pacific Ocean 
between the United States and Mexico. 
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TREATY ON MARITIME BOUNDARIES BETWEEN THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE TJNITED 
MEXICAN STATES 

The Government of the United States of America and the Govern
ment of the United ~Iexican States: 

Considering that the maritime boundari~s between the two countries 
were determined for a distance of twelve nautical nliles seaward by 
the Treaty to Resolyp Pending Boundary Differences and Maintain 
the Rio Granae-and Colorado River as the International Boundary 
Between the United States of America and the United 1\{exican States, 
signed on November 23, 1970 ; 

. Taking note of the Decree adding to Article 27 of the Political Con
stitution of the Unitpd ~Iexican States to establish an Exclusive Eco
nomic Zone of l\fexico outside the Territorial Sea, and of the Fishery 
Conservation and )Ianagement Act of 1976 establishing a fishery con
servation zone 01£ the coast of the United States; 

Bearing in mind that, by un exchange of notes dated November 24, 
1976, they provision a lly recognized muritime boundaries between the 
two countries between twelve and two hundred nautical miles seaward 
in the Gulf of 1\lexico'and the Pacific Ocean; 

Recognizing that the lines accepted by the exchange of notes dated 
N ovenlber 24, 1976, are practical and equitable, and 

Desirous of avoiding the uncertainties and problems that might arise 
frOln the provisional character of the present maritime boundaries 
between twelve and two hundred nautical miles seaward. 

Have agreed as fo11o,,"s : 
ARTICLE I 

The United States of America and the United Mexican States agree 
to establish and recognize as their maritime boundaries in the Gulf of 
Mexico and in the Pacific Ocean, in addition to those established by 
the Treaty 'of November 23. 1970, the geodetic lines connecting the 
points whose coordinates are: . 

In the Western Gulf of 1\fexico : 
GM. W-1 25°58'30.57" Lat. N. 96°55'27.37" Long. 'Y. 
OM. "'-2 26°00'31.00" Lat. N. 96°48'29.00" Long. W. 
Gl\f. "'-3 26°00'30.00" Lat. N. 95°39'26.00" Long. W. 
GM. W-4 25°59'48.28" Lat. N. 93°26'42.19" Long. "T. 

In the Eastern Gulf of ~fexic() :: 
01\1. E-l 25°42'13.05" Lat. N. 91°05'24.89" Long. W. 
GM. E-2 25°46'52.00" Lat. N. 90°29'41.00" Long. 'V. 
GM. E-3 25°41'56.52" Lat. N. 88°23'05.54" Long. W . 

. (5) 
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In the Pacific Ocean: 
OP-1 32°35'22.11" Lat. N. 117°27'49.42" Long. 'V. 
OP-2 H2°37'37.00" Lat. N. 117°49'31.00" Long. W. 
OP-3 33°07'58.00" Lat. N. 118°36'18.00" Long. W. 
OP-4 300 32'31.20" Lat. N. 121°51'58.37" Long. ,Yo 

The. coordinates of the geodetic points referred to above were deter
mined with reference to the 1927 North American Datum. 

ARTICLE II 

North of the lnaritime boundaries established by Article I, the 
United Mexican States shall not, and south of said boundaries the 
United States of America sha1111ot, claim or exercise for any purpose 
sovereign rights or jurisdiction over the waters or seabed and subsoi1. 

ARTiCLE III 

The sole purpose of this Treaty is to establish the location of the 
maritime bOundaries between the United States of America and the 
United ~Iexican States. 

The maritime boundaries established by this Treaty shall not affect 
or prejudice in any nlanner the p'ositions of either Party with respect 
to the extent of internal water~ of the territorial sea: of the high seas 
or of sovereign rights or jurisdiction for any other purpose. 

ARTIOLE IV 

This Treaty shall be subject to ratification and shall enter into force 
on the date of exchange of the instruments of ratification which shall 
take place in 1Vashington, D.C. at the earliest possible date. 

Done at Mexico., May 4, 1978, in the EngliSh and Spanish languages, 
both texts being equally authentic. 

FOR THE GOVERN~~rT OF THE 

UNITED STATES ~~~.E::~ 
FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 

. U$ " AN STATES 



The PRESIDENT, 
The White House. 

LETTER OF SUBMITTAL 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, Decembe'J" 21, 1978. 

THE PRESIDENT: I have the honor to submit to you, with a view to 
the transmittal thereof to the Senate for its advice and consent to 
ratification, the l\faritime Boundary Treaty between the United States 
of America and the Republic of Venezuela, signed at Caracas on 
~rarch 28, 1978. The Treaty establishes the maritime boundary be
tween the United States and Venezuela in the area where 200 nautical 
mile zones established from both coasts overlap. 

The establishment of a 200 nautical mile fishery conservation zone 
off the coasts of the United States, including Puerto Rico and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands, pursuant to the Fishery Conservation and ~fan
agement Act of 1976, and of a 200 nautical mile zone off the coast of 
Venezuela, created the need for agreement on maritime boundaries 
in order to avoid enforcement problems and to provide for certainty 
in the development of resources in the area where such 200 nautical 
mile zones would overlap. 

After a preliminary exchange of views through diplomatic channels 
in early 1978, negotiations were held in 'Vashington on l\farch 13 and 
14,1978, at which time the text of an agreement was developed. During 
these diEcllssions the two countries )'C'ferred to the delimitation prin
ciplefj of tlw 1958 Geneva Convention on the Continental Shelf to 
which the United States and Venezuela are both parties, and the 
criteria set forth by the Internationa I Court of Justice in the N o'l'th 
Sea Oontinental Shell Cases. The agreement was signed by Secretary 
Vance and FOl'eign l\finister Consalvi on the occasion of the Presi
dent's visit to Caracas on l\farch 28, 1978. 

The operative portion of the treaty consists of six articles. 
Article I provides that the sole purpose of the treaty is to establish 

the location of the maritime boundary between the two countries. 
Article II sets out the specific geographic coordinates which define 

the maritime boundary. This maritime boundary is approxhnately 
299 nautical miles in length, and consists of twenty-two segments. Its 
easternmost point is an agreed trijunction point: approximately 67 
nautical miles from Dutch, Venezuelan, and United States (St. Croix) 
territory. The turning points are negotiated points along the course 
of the boundary. The westernmost point of the boundary will be de
fined. in accordance with a formula set forth in the Article. when the 
mnritime boundary between the United States and the Dominican 
Republic is established. The maritime boundary described in Article 
II is a negotiated boundary developed on the basis of equitable prin
ciples in light of the relevant geographic circumstances. 

(7) 
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Article III provides that the coordinates set forth in Article II have 
been detelmined by l'eference to the 1927 North American Datum 
and the Clarke 1866 ellipsoid. Also, Article III notes the annexation 
of DlfAHTC chart 25000 depicting the maritime boundary, but em
phasizes that the chart is for illustrative purpose only. 

Article IV describes the legal effect of the mnl'itime boundary. 
It provides that neither country shall c1aim or ex('rcise for any pur
pose sovereign rights or jurisdiction over the waters 01' seabed and 
subsoil on the other country's side of the maritime boundary. Arti
cle IV also contains a disclaimer which makes clear that ag-reement 
on the maritime boundary does not constitute recognition of the juris
diction that the other country may claim to exercise in the delimited 
a.rea beyond that otherwise recognized by each country. In this con
nection the United States and Venezuela maintain different positions 
concerning the breadth of the territorial sea ~nd the nature of juris
diction that may be exercised within the 200 nautical mile zone. 

Article V cails for direct negotiations between the two govern
ments in the event of a dispute concerning the interpretation or ap-
plication of the provisiohs of the treaty. . 

A.rticle VI provides that the treaty will enter into force on the 
date of exchan~e of instruments of ratification. 

I recommend that this treaty be transmitted to the Senate as soon 
as possible for its advice and consent to ratification. 

Respectflll1y submitted, 
CYRUS VANCE. 

Done at Caracas, liarch 28. 1978, in two copies, each· in English 
and Spanish, both texts being equally authentic. ' 

For the Government of the United States of ... ~.merica: 

For the Government of the Republic of Venezuela: 
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MARITIME BOUNDARY TREATY BETWEEN THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA AND THE REPUBLIC OF VENE
ZUELA 

The Government of the United States of America and the Gov
ernment of the Republic of Venezuela, 

Reaffirming the cordial relations between the two countries, 
Conscious of the need to establish a precise and equitable maritime 

boundary, 
Have agreed as follows: 

.ARTICLE 1 

The sole purpose of this Treaty is to establish, in accordance with 
international law, the ma.ritime boundary between the United States 
of America and the Republic of Venezuela. 

ARTICLE 2 

The maritime boundary between- the United States of America and 
Venezuela is determined by the geodetic lines connecting points 1-22, 
hn ving the following coordina.tes : -

Latitude (north) Longitude (west) 
1. 16°44'49" 64°01'08" 
2. 16°43'22" 64°06'31" 
3. 16°43'10" 64°06'59" 
4. 16°42'40" 64°08'06" 
5. 16°41'43" 64°10'07" 
6. 16°35'19" 64°23'39" 
7. 16°23'30" 64°45'54" 
8. 15°39'31" 65°58'41" 
9. 15°30'10" 66°07'09" 

10. 15°14'06" 66°19'57" 
11. 14°55'48" 66°34'30" 
12. 14°56'06" 66°51'40" 
13. 14°58'27" 67°04'19" 
14. 14°58'45" 67°05'17" 
15. 14°58'58" 67°06'11" 
16. 14°59'10" 67°07'00" 
17. 15°02'32" 67°23'40" 
18. 15°05'07" 67°36'23" 
19. 15°10'38" 68°03'46" 
20. 15°11'06" 68°09'21" 
21. 15°12'33" 68°27'32" 
22. 15°12'51" 68°28'56" 

(9) 
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and along an azimuth of 274.23 degrees true frolll point 22, in the evellt 
that the maritime boundary of the United States of Allierica extenus 
westwa rd, unti l the trijunction with a third Stut" is reached. In no 
case shaH this trij UllctlOn point be further westward than latitude 
15°14'28"N longitude 68°51'44"",,' . 

ARTICLE 3 

1'1", Iatitud" and longitude of the points described in Article 2 haye 
been determined on the 1927 North American ])at ulll , Cla rke 1866 
ellipsoid . 

T he maritime boundul'y has, for illustrative purposes only, been de
Ilicted on nautiwl chart No. 25000, published by t he Hydrographic 
('cnler, Defense Mapping Agency, Washington, n c., Sixth Edition , 
Febl'uary 12, 1977, which is annexed to and fOl'lIls an integral pHrt of 
this Treaty. 

ARTICLE 4 

It is understood by the two GOI'emments that south of the ma ritime 
boundary the U nited States of America shall not, and north of the 
lIIa ri time boundary th" Hepnblic of Venezuela shaH not, for any pur
pose, cla im 0 1' exercise so\'crcignl'ights 01' jurisdiction 0'-01' the ,,-alers 
OL' seabed and subsoi l. The establishment of thi s maritime bOLlndan' 
does not n freet 01' prejudice in any manner the positions of either GO\:
Cl'nrnent ,,,ith respect to the son~l'eign rights 01' jurisdiction of eithel' 
Stnte, the l'ulcs oJ international 1a,,' conccl'lling' t.he exc l'cise of juris 
diction o\'e 1' the waters 01' seabed and subsoil , or nny other matte )' 
relnting to the Inw of the sea . 

ARTIeu: :) 

A.ny dispute con cerning- the lnterpl'('tntioll 0)' applicatjoll of the pro
visions of this Treaty sha ll be resolyed by direct negoti al iOlls hetwoell 
t"he two Go\-crnmcnts . 

ARTICLE n 
This Trenty is subject to ratification ill acconlauce with I he constitu

honal procedures of the 111'0 States, alld lI'ill ellter into force on the 
date of exchnnge of inst ru ments of l'ntificatioll . 

\ 



The PRESIDENT, 
The White House. 

~ETTER OF SUBMITTAL 

DEPARTYE~"T OF STATE, 
W ashiniJton, DecemlJe'J' ~7, 1978. 

THE PRESIDEltoI'"r: I have the· honor to submit to you, with a view to 
the transmittal thereof to the Senate for its advice and consent to 
ratification, the Maritinle Boundary Agreement between the United 
States of America and the Republic of Cuba, signed at Washington, 
December 16, 1977. The treaty establishes the maritiIne bounaary 
between the United States and .Cuba in the Straits of Florida area 
and in the eastern Gulf of Mexico where the 200 nautical mile zones 
nautical mile zones would o,;el'lap. . 

The establishment of a 200 Ilautical mile fishery conservation zone 
off the coast of the United States pursuant to the Fishery Conserva
tion and Management Act of 1976, and of a 200 nautical mile zone off 
the coast of Cuba pursuant to Decree Law No.2 of February 24, 1977, 
created the need for agreemenfoon the maritime boundary in order to 
avoid enforcement problems and to provide for certainty in the de
velopment and exploitation of resources in the area where such 200 
nautical mile zones would overlap. 

Discussions between officials of the two governments were held on 
this subject in New York and Havana during the early part of 1977. 
It was agreed that more technical work was needed before a mari
time boundary could be established and that data and charts needed 
to be exchanged to facilitate an understanding. Pending further 
negotiations, the two governments agreed, through an exchange of 
notes dated April 27, 1977, on a line which would serve as a 'I1Wdus 
vivendi for 1977. Following the exchange of relevant data and charts 
and further negotiations in "\Vashington, representatives of the two 
governments signed a boundary agreement on December 17, 1977. 

The operative portion of the treaty consists of five articles. 
Article I sets out the specific geographic coordinates which define 

the maritime boundary as depicted on the map enclosed at Annex A. 
The maritime boundary is 313 nautical miles in length, and consists of 
twenty-six geodetic line segments connecting twenty-seven points. Its 
eastern terminus is a trijunction point Ineasured from United States, 
Cuban and Bahamian territory'. Its western terminus is in the eastern 
Gulf of Mexico 200 nautical mIles from the coasts of the two countries. 
The maritime boundary described in Article I is a neQ'Otiated boundary 
developed on the basis of equitable principles in light of the relevant 
geographic circumstances . 

. A.rticle II clarifies the technical data which was used in determin
ing the maritime boundary. It lists the relevant maps and notes that 
the computational bases are the Clarke 1866 ellipsoid and the 1927 
North American Datum. 

(11) 
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Article III describes the legal effect of the maritime boundary. It 
pro,oides that neither country shall claim or exercise for any purpose 
son~reign rights or jurisdiction over the waters or seabed and subsoil 
011 the ot.her country's side of the maritime boundary . 

. Art.icle IV establishes that the sole purpORe of the treaty is to estab
lish the maritime boundary. It also contains n disclaimer which makes 
('l~ar that. agreement on the maritime boundary does not constitute 
l'('('ognitioll of the jurisdiction that the other country may claim to 
(>xel'cise in the delimited a·rea beyond that otherwise recognized by 
('aell country. In this connect.ion, the United .states and Cuba main
tain different positions concerning the breadth of the territorial sea 
and the nature of jurisdiction that may be exercised within the 200 
nautical mile zone. 

Article V provides that the treaty will enter into force on the date 
of exchange of instruments of ratification. Since the maritime bound
ary set fo~th in the treatY' differs in some respects from that estab
lished by the modus vivendi of April 27, 1977, Article V also provides 
that the maritime boundary set forth in the treaty will be applied 
provisionally for two yeRrs from ,J anual'Y 1, 1978. Both countries have 
acted in accordance with this provision. 

I recommend that this treaty be transmitted to the Senate as soon 
as possible for its advice and consent to ratification. 

. Respectfully submitted, 
CYRUS VANCE. 



}~nclosure : Annex A-Chart of the maritime boundary between the 
17 nited States and Cuba. 
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MARITIME BOUNDARY AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE REPUBLIC 
OF CUBA 

Desirous of establishing the maritime boundary between the United 
States of America and the Republic of Cuba, as a result of the· enact
Inent, by the Government of the United States of America, of Public 
Law No. 94-265 of April 13, 1976, and by the Government of the Re
public of Cuba, of Decree-Law No.2 of February 24,1977, the two 
Governments have agreed as follows: 

ARTICLE I 

The maritime boundary between the United States of America and 
the Republic of Cuba shall be determined by the geodetic lines con
necting the following coordinates: 

Latitude (north) 
1. 23°55'30" 
2. 23°53'50" 
3.. 23°50' 50" 
4. 23°50'00" 
5. 23°49'03" 
6. 23°49'03" 
7. 23°49'40" 
8. 23°51'12" 
9. 23°51'12" 

10. 23°49'40" 
11. 23°49'30" 
12. 23°49'22" 
13. 23°49'50" 
14. 23°51'20" 
15. 23°52'25" 
16. 23°54'02" 
17. 23°55'45" 
18. 23°58'36" 
19. 24°09'35" 
20. 24°13'18" 
21. 24°16'39" 
22. 24°23~28" 
23. 24°26'35" 
24. 24°38'55" 
25. 24°44'15" 
26. 24°53'55" 
27. 25°12'25" 

(15) 

Longitude (west) 
81 °12'55" 
81 °19'44" 
81 °30'00" 
81°40'00" 
81 °50'00" 
82°00'12" 
82°10'00" 
82°25'00" 
82°40'00" 
82°48'54" 
82°51'12" 
83°00'00" 
83°15'00" 
83°25.'50" 
83°33'02" 
83°41'36" 
83°48'12" 

. 84°00'00" 
84°29'28" 
84°38'40" 
84°46'08" 
85°00'00" 
85°06'20" 
85°31'55" 
85°43'12" 
86°00'00" 
86°33'12" 
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.A.RTICLE II 

The geodetic and computational bases used are the Clarke 1866 
ellipsoid, the 1927 North American Datum, and the following charb;: 
Oh.a1'fa publuhed by the iVafional Ocean SU'I'vey of the United State.f) 

of America: 
Chart NOS No. 11438, 6th Edition, September 20, 1975; 
Chart NOS No. 11439, 13th Edition, .Tune;, 1975; 
Chart NOS No. 11441, 27th Edition, .July 24,1976; 
Chart NOS No. 11442, 16th Edition, .Apri110, 1976 ; 
Chart NOS No. 11445, 15th Edition, .July 24, 1976. 

Oharta 1J'llbliahed by the /llatituto Oubano de Hidrogra:fia of tlw Re-
public of Ouba: 

Chart ICR No. 15001, 1st Edition, October 1, 1975 ; 
Chart ICR No. 15002, 1st Edition, ~Iarch 1, 1976; 
Chart ICR No. 15003, 1st Edition, September 1, 1975 ; 
Chart ICR No. 150M, 1st Edition, October 1, 1975; 
Chart ICR No. 15005, 1st Edition, October 1, 1975 ; 
Chart ICR No. 15006, 1st Edition, l\Iay 1, 1975. 

ARTICLE III 

South of the maritime boundary the United States of ... \.merica 
shall not, and north of the maritime boundary the Republic of Cuba 
shall not, claim or exercise sovereign rights or jurisdiction over the 
waters or seabed and subsoil. 

ARTICLE IV 

This Agreement, the sole purpose of which is to establish the loca
tion of the maritime boundary between the United States of America 
and the Republic of Cuba., shall not prejudice or affect the positions of 
either Party concerning: the nature of the sovereign rights exercised 
by States; the rules of international Jaw with respect to the exercise 
of jurisdiction over the waters or ~eahed and subsoil; or any other 
matter relating to the law of the sea. 

ARTICLE V 

This Agreement is subject to ratification in accordance with the 
respecth'e constitutional procedures of the two States. 

The Parties agree to apply the ter111S of this Agreement provisionally 
from January 1, 1978, for a period of two years, and it will enter 
into force permanently on the date of exchange of instruments of 
ratification. 

Done at 'Vashington, December 16, 1977, in English and Spanish, 
both texts being equally authentic. 
For the Goyernment of the United States of America: 
For the Goyerl1mel1t of the Republic of Cuba: 

o 
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