




countries to deal with these issues peacefully and through diplomatic

channels.

The Department of Defense views Chinese behavior in its EEZ and more

broadly in the South China Sea region - a large section of which China

claims as - as having two basic premises.

Firstly, there is the strategic issue of China's assertion of sovereignty over

the bulk of the South China Sea. This plays out mainly on the political and

economic fronts which have been discussed in detail by my colleague from

the State Department, but suffice to say that China actively opposes any

activity by other claimants to assert their own sovereignty claims. Vietnam,

Taiwan, the Philippines, Malaysia, Indonesia and Brunei each claim

sovereignty over portions of the South China Sea (SCS); many ofthese

claims are conflicting - notably in areas around the Spratly and Paracel

islands.

Secondly, to support the growing strategic and political emphasis in this

region, China has increased and will continue to increase, its force posture in

the South China Sea. As the PLA has upgraded its facilities on Hainan

Island, for example, we see a direct correlation with PRC assertiveness in its

reaction to U.S. surface and air activity.

Understanding the strategic premise does not imply that the Department

accepts the manner in which China has asserted itself in this region. We

strongly object to behavior that puts at risk the safety of our vessels and is a

clear violation of international norms of behavior in ocean waters outside

territorial seas. The Department will continue to leverage all available

channels to communicate this position to our PLA counterparts. Indeed, at

the recent Defense Consultative Talks in Beijing held on 23-24 June, this

topic was on the agenda. The two sides agreed to convene a Special

Meeting under the provisions of the U.S.-China Military Maritime

Consultative Agreement (MMCA) (1998) in the coming weeks to review

ways to invigorate the MMCA process, improve communications, and

reduce the chances of an incident or accident between our two forces as they

operate near each other.

Further, we reject any nation's attempt to place limits on the exercise of high

seas freedoms within an exclusive economic zones (EEZ). Customary

international law, as reflected in articles 58 and 87 of the 1982 in the United

Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, guarantees to all nations the right








