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footage were fired. “Gisella Rubilar Figueroa Killed Mérida, Venezuela (Video Pie del Tiro Community),” YouTube 
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In some of these protests, the participants blocked roadways—setting up barricades, most often made of trash, 

tree branches, and pieces of concrete, which they sometimes set on fire, while others blocked roads with their 
physical presence alone. Cars were often allowed to pass through these barricades, albeit at reduced speeds, 
participants and witnesses said, though sometimes passage was cut off altogether.   

For example, on March 7, students from the Medical School at Centro Occidental Lisandro Alvarado University in 

Barquisimeto were staging a protest by blocking a road located outside the campus, on which two hospitals—one 
of them a children’s hospital—are located. National guardsmen responded by firing teargas indiscriminately at the 
protesters and into the campus, in spite of the common knowledge that the hospitals were located there. Teargas 
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that flowed into the campus affected scores of child patients and the medical professionals attending to them, the 
director of the hospital for adults said to Human Rights Watch. According to a nurse who works in one of the 
hospitals, national guardsmen continued to fire dozens of teargas canisters into the heart of the campus long after 
students had withdrawn from the road, with little apparent regard for the possible repercussions for patients.   

 Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, art. 44 (1). 
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venezolanos-representantes-del-poder-comunal-y-popular-4204.html (accessed April 15, 2014). 
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candelita que se apaga.” “Maduro: The Enemies of the Revolution Have Decided to Destroy Venezuela” (Los 
enemigos de la Revolución han decidido destruir Venezuela: Maduro), Telesur, March 5, 2014, 
http://multimedia.telesurtv.net/web/telesur/#!es/video/los-enemigos-de-la-patria-han-decidido-destruir-la-
revolucion-maduro (accessed April 15, 2014). Maduro has made similar calls in other public events carried out on 
March 5, 2014, on the first anniversary of former President Hugo Chávez's death. For example, “President to the 
People: Flame That Is Lit, Flame That Is Extinguished” (Primer mandatario al pueblo: candelita que se prenda, 
candelita que se apaga), Radio Mundial YVKE, March 5, 2014, http://www.radiomundial.com.ve/article/primer-
mandatario-al-pueblo-candelita-que-se-prenda-candelita-que-se-apaga-audio (accessed April 15, 2014). 
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 Elías Jaua Milano, "The UBCH" (Las UBCH), Telesur, n.d., http://www.telesurtv.net/articulos/2013/11/10/las-

ubch-5820.html (accessed April 15, 2014): “instrumento del pueblo para la defensa de sus conquistas, para seguir 
luchando en la profundización de la Revolución venezolana.” 

 Image of tweet by @AmeliachP on file at Human Rights Watch: “UBCH a prepararse para el contra ataque 

fulminante. Diosdado dará la orden #GringosYFascistasRespeten.” 
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 Organic Criminal Code, art. 373. 

 Under the Venezuelan Constitution, “no one can be subject to penalties, torture, or cruel, inhuman or degrading 

treatment” and “every person deprived of [his or her] liberty will be treated with the due respect of human 
dignity.” In addition, it states that “any person who is arrested must be taken before a judge within 48 hours of the 
arrest,” and has the right to “communicate immediately with [his or her] family members, lawyer, or person of 
trust, and they, at the same time, have the right to be informed about where the person is detained.” All detainees 
also have “the right to be immediately notified of the reasons of the detention, and to include written information 
in the judicial file regarding the physical and psychological conditions of the detainee.” The Constitution specifically 
provides for the right of defense and legal counsel, and states that: “every person has the right to be notified of 
the charges for which [he or she] is being investigated, to have access to evidence, and to have time and sufficient 
medium to exercise [his or her] defense.” Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, arts. 44, 49. 
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Human Rights Watch interview with Nizar El Fakih, Caracas, March 19, 2014. 

Ibid.  
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Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, art. 29; International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

(ICCPR), adopted December 16, 1966, G.A. Res. 2200A (XXI), 21 U.N. GAOR Supp. (No. 16) at 52, U.N. Doc. A/6316 
(1966), 999 U.N.T.S. 171, entered into force March 23, 1976, art. 2. 
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 Ministry of the Popular Power of Communication and Information,“Responsibility for All Cases of Deaths from 

Violent Acts,” (Imputables todos los casos de fallecidos por actos violentos), March 14, 2014, 
http://www.minci.gob.ve/2014/03/imputables-todos-los-casos-de-fallecidos-por-actos-violentos/ (accessed April 
29, 2014). According to Maduro: “Todos los casos de personas fallecidas, son imputables a la violencia guarimbera, 
todos, desde el primero hasta el ultimo.” 

 Ibid.  

 “Maduro: Only One Killing is Attributed to the National Guard after 16 Thousand Operations in 30 Days” (Maduro: 

sólo se le atribuye a la GNB una muerte tras 16 mil operaciones en 30 días), YouTube video, uploaded on March 15, 
2014,  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=By7SejjDlKo#t=13 (accessed April 25, 2014):“De acuerdo a las 
investigaciones, prácticamente todos los compatriotas que han fallecido, lamentablemente son imputables a la 
violencia de la derecha. De 29 casos, solo uno está bajo investigación ante la posibilidad de que un Guardia Nacional 
pueda estar involucrado en ese hecho.” 
On April 1, President Maduro wrote that protesters are “directly responsible for about half of the fatalities.” 
"Venezuela: A Call for Peace," op-ed by Nicolás Maduro, New York Times, April 1, 2014, 
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pretende justificar la violencia), Agencia Venezolana de Noticias, April 13, 2014, 
http://www.avn.info.ve/contenido/maduro-criminalizaci%C3%B3n-colectivos-pretende-justificar-violencia 
(accessed April 15, 2014). 

 “Diosdado Cabello: The Only ‘armed collectives’ are Those Responsible for the ‘Guarimbas’” (Diosdado Cabello: 

Los únicos ‘colectivos armados’ son aquellos responsables de las ‘guarimbas’), video, 
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x1nh1vt_diosdado-cabello-los-unicos-colectivos-armados-son-aquellos-
responsables-de-las-guarimbas_news (accessed April 11, 2014). The statement was made during a meeting 
between government officials and opposition leaders at the Miraflores Palace in Caracas. 

 On April 9, 2014, the Supreme Court published its ruling sentencing Vicencio Scarano, mayor of San Diego, 

Carabobo state, to 10-and-a-half-months in prison and political disqualification. On April 11, 2014, the Supreme 
Court published its ruling sentencing Daniel Ceballos, mayor of San Cristobal, Táchira state, to one year in prison 
and political disqualification. Supreme Court, “Supreme Court Publishes Ruling in Scarano Case” (TSJ publica 
sentencia en el caso Scarano), April 9, 2014, 
http://www.tsj.gov.ve/informacion/notasdeprensa/notasdeprensa.asp?codigo=11813 (accessed April 29, 2014);  
Supreme Court of Justice, “Supreme Court Publishes Ruling in Ceballos Case” (TSJ publica sentencia en el caso 



 
 

30 
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
Ceballos), April 11, 2014, http://www.tsj.gov.ve/informacion/notasdeprensa/notasdeprensa.asp?codigo=11818 
(accessed April 29, 2014). 

 Organic Law of the Supreme Court of Justice, 2010, art. 3; ACHR, art. 8.2.h; ICCPR, art. 14.5. 
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