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NOMINATIONS 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 4, 2022 

U.S. SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS, 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON EUROPEAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, DC. 

The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 2:04 p.m., in Room 
SD–419, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Jeanne Shaheen 
presiding. 

Present: Senators Shaheen [presiding], Menendez, Kaine, Mar-
key, Booker, Van Hollen, Risch, Johnson, Young, and Barrasso. 

Also Present: Senator Schumer. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. JEANNE SHAHEEN, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Senator SHAHEEN. This hearing of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee’s Subcommittee on European Affairs will come to order, 
and I apologize for being a little late this afternoon. 

As you may have heard, there is a lot going on. We have about 
28 votes that are starting at 2:30. So I think we will probably pass 
the gavel back and forth so that we can try and continue the hear-
ing while the votes are going on, and in the interest of expediting 
my remarks to get to each of you, I am going to submit my opening 
statement for the record and just start by welcoming three impor-
tant nominees to advance America’s foreign policy: Ambassador 
Jane Hartley, who has been nominated to the Court of St. James 
in the United Kingdom; Constance Milstein nominated to the Re-
public of Malta; and Alan Leventhal nominated to the Kingdom of 
Denmark. 

Welcome to each of you. This hearing will also review the nomi-
nation of Dr. Bruce Turner to serve as U.S. representative to the 
Conference on Disarmament. 

Again, we are delighted to be able to hear from each of you today 
and to have a chance to ask you some questions about what we 
hope will be soon-to-be confirmed posts. 

Let me, again, submit my remarks for the record along with a 
statement from Senator Coons, who is not going to be able to be 
here but also wanted a statement entered into the record, and turn 
it over to the ranking member, Senator Johnson. 

PREPARED STATEMENT OF HON. JEANNE SHAHEEN 

I would like to call this hearing of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee to 
order. This hearing will review the nominations of three important nominees to ad-
vance America’s foreign policy: Ambassador Jane Hartley to the Court of St James 
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in the United Kingdom, Constance Milstein to the Republic of Malta and Alan 
Levanthal to the Kingdom of Demark. This hearing will also review the nomination 
of Dr. Bruce Turner to serve as U.S. Representative to the Conference on Disar-
mament. 

Today, more than ever, our diplomats are critical in advancing U.S foreign policy 
and national security interests amid the most seismic shifts of our global security 
landscape in 80 years. 

Putin is trying to rewrite history by rebuilding the Soviet Union—challenging the 
international values, laws and institutions that have kept our world safe since 
World War 2. 

The bloodshed and senseless violence that Putin is waging upon the Ukrainian 
people—as well as the Ukrainian people’s unrelenting resolve to protect their coun-
try—has captured the hearts of communities around the entire world. Putin must 
be held accountable for his egregious crimes. 

But we can’t do it alone. And that’s why our relationships with our partners and 
allies—especially through our alliances—are so important to hold Putin to account. 

But for Putin to feel the full weight of consequences of his actions, we must have 
ambassadors in place to coordinate our response. And we can maximize our bilateral 
cooperation by confirming ambassadors to further strengthen that coordination. 

Just two weeks ago, I was in the Western Balkans on a Congressional delegation 
with Senator Murphy and Senator Tillis. We had the opportunity to meet three very 
recently confirmed Ambassadors. It was clear from our meetings that our diplomatic 
impact is sustained by the dedicated public servants of the Foreign Service but can 
truly be transformed with confirmed Ambassadors on the ground. 

I am pleased to see that Leader Schumer is here to introduce Ambassador Jane 
Hartley and Constance Milstein, but I’d like to mention why the position of Ambas-
sador to the United Kingdom is so important, as it has a special connection to my 
home state of New Hampshire. 

In March 1941, former Governor of New Hampshire John Winant was appointed 
Ambassador to the United Kingdom at a critical moment for UK-U.S. relations. 
Great Britain was suffering from relentless bombings from Nazi Germany and 
sought support from the United States to push back against Hitler—not just for the 
sake of Great Britain but for the future of Europe. 

Ambassador Winant played a critical role in implementing the Lend-Lease pro-
gram and, once the United States formally entered the war, played an integral role 
in maintaining close coordination between Churchill and Roosevelt in planning the 
Allied response. Ambassador Winant is an overlooked figure in World War II history 
but his efforts put the word ‘special’ in this bilateral relationship. And this is pre-
cisely why—and how—our Ambassadors are so essential in bolstering our bilateral 
relationships. 

I have no doubt that Ambassador Hartley’s experience and background has pre-
pared her to also add value to the bilateral relationship to our relations with the 
United Kingdom. Ambassador Hartley previously served as Ambassador to France 
and Monaco during a critical tenure in U.S.-France relations—coordinating re-
sponses to the terrorist attacks at the Bataclan, the Charlie Hebdo attacks and the 
migrant crisis of 2015. 

In recognition of her contributions to U.S.-France relations, she received the Le-
gion of Honor from the French Government. 

Ms. Hartley’s appointment comes at a transformative moment for the UK, which 
is redefining its role in the world after voting to leave the European Union in 2015. 

I have been impressed by the UK’s leading response to the Ukraine crisis, pro-
viding critical lethal assistance to Ukraine and closely aligning with the United 
States within NATO and the UN to condemn and punish Putin for his belligerent 
actions. 

Although there is strong interest in the Senate to advance a trade agreement with 
the UK, it must be said that we are also closely watching the situation in Northern 
Ireland. 

We wish to see continued implementation of the Good Friday and Stormont House 
Agreements to ensure lasting peace in Northern Ireland. Significantly, next year the 
UK will honor the 25th anniversary of the Good Friday Agreement, providing an 
opportunity to celebrate an extraordinary achievement and recommit to peace, sta-
bility and prosperity in Northern Ireland. 

I am also pleased to see Constance Milstein nominated to the position of Ambas-
sador to Malta. Ms. Milstein has long supported important philanthropic causes in 
support of young people around the world, and I applaud her lifelong commitment 
to supporting our service members and their families. 

Her nomination comes at an important time for our continued collaboration with 
Malta on resisting Russia’s malign influence in Europe. I welcomed Malta’s an-
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nouncement that it would end so-called ‘‘golden passports’’ for Russian and 
Belarusian nationals in response to Russia’s illegal and unprovoked invasion of 
Ukraine. 

The U.S. Senate remains committed, in a bipartisan fashion, to supporting 
Ukraine against the Kremlin’s bloody campaign and resisting Russia’s attempts to 
destabilize Europe and the free world. Expeditiously confirming Ms. Milstein to 
Malta is an important part of that support. 

I am glad to see Alan Levanthal today, nominated to be the U.S. Ambassador to 
Denmark. Mr. Levanthal has been the Chairman and CEO of Beacon Capital Part-
ners since its founding in 1998. He has a long history working on international 
issues in the public and private sector. And the timing of his nomination is also im-
portant for our relations with Denmark. 

I welcome Denmark’s decision to significantly increase its defense budget to meet 
its two percent defense spending commitment by 2033, though I would note that a 
more expedited timeline might be required given the significant threat that Russia 
poses. I also note that Denmark seeks to become independent of Russian natural 
gas. 

It is in America’s interest to help advance and accelerate America’s energy diver-
sification strategy and reduce its reliance on Russian gas. 

Last, I welcome Dr. Bruce Turner, nominated to be U.S. Representative to the 
Conference on Disarmament. Dr. Turner has a distinguished record of service with 
the Department of State that will enhance U.S. presence at the Conference on Dis-
armament, a crucial body supporting arms control and disarmament. 

These issues are all the more pressing given the new threats to democratic secu-
rity around the world, including from Russia, China and North Korea. 

All appointments come at an important moment for global security, as the U.S. 
faces new threats from our adversaries, including Russia. 

So without further ado, I’d like to hand it over to the ranking member for his 
opening remarks. We will then turn to the nominees for their opening statements. 

PREPARED STATEMENT OF HON. CHRISTOPHER A. COONS 

I am proud and honored to have the opportunity to introduce a dear friend, 
Connie Milstein, who has been nominated by President Biden to serve as our Am-
bassador to the Republic of Malta. 

I would be remiss if I didn’t also thank her family for their unwavering support 
of Connie in helping her achieve her goals, particularly her husband Said and her 
daughters, Abigail and Joanna. 

I first met Connie when I was a New Castle County Executive, and she was in-
volved in the Democratic Leadership Council. She was one of my earliest supporters. 

As an attorney, business leader, philanthropist, and political force, Connie has 
made important contributions to strengthening our democracy. 

She possesses the rare talent and passion for seeking out and lifting up young 
elected officials working in state and local government in an effort to drive prin-
cipled American leadership. I am one of many who have benefited from her work, 
which transcends party lines. 

In addition to her work in politics, Connie has served the Secretary of the Army 
and has tirelessly worked to support our troops throughout her career. She is a 
founding board member of Blue Star Families, the nation’s largest support organiza-
tion for military spouses and children. She also started Dog Tag Bakery, a company, 
whose mission is to use its profits to transform the lives of veterans with service- 
connected disabilities, their military spouses, and their caregivers through invest-
ment in their higher learning. 

Connie is a proud American, an internationalist, and an incredibly capable indi-
vidual to take this post. 

I look forward to supporting her in this work and urge my colleagues to support 
her nomination. 

STATEMENT OF HON. RON JOHNSON, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM WISCONSIN 

Senator JOHNSON. Thank you, Madam Chair. I will follow your 
fine example. I also ask my opening statement be entered into the 
record. 

I also want to welcome the nominees and thank them for their 
past service but also for their willingness to serve in these capac-
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ities as well. So I am looking forward to hearing from your testi-
mony. 

And thank you, Madam Chair. 

PREPARED STATEMENT OF HON. RON JOHNSON 

Thank you Senator Shaheen. 
I would like to thank each of the nominees, as well as their families, for their 

service. If confirmed, our nominees will be preforming important diplomatic service 
at a critical time for Europe and the world. You would be working to advance our 
national interests in Denmark, Malta, and the United Kingdom, as well as at the 
Conference on Disarmament. You would be responsible not only for representing 
America there, but you will also need to ensure that you keep America informed 
as to those countries views back here at home, especially by keeping members of 
this committee and our staffs updated on the situation on the ground. If the vision 
for a Europe ‘whole, free and at peace’ is ever to become a reality, we must work 
in close coordination with our European allies and partners, leveraging our position 
in international institutions, to reject and combat Russia’s illegal and unprovoked 
atrocities and war crimes in Ukraine, as well as other malign activities by America’s 
adversaries. 

The United Kingdom and Denmark are both stalwart NATO allies, and very close 
bilateral partners of the U.S. As we work together to counter Russia’s latest attack 
on Ukraine and to strengthen NATO, we should also seize the moment to reach 
deeper levels of friendship, including strengthening trade and defense cooperation. 
While Malta is not a NATO member, it has been an active U.S. partner in a number 
of ways, including combatting transnational crime in the Mediterranean. Given Mal-
ta’s strategic location, opportunities to develop a more robust partnership should be 
pursued. All three countries have committed to enforcing sanctions against Russia, 
with the United Kingdom and Denmark also taking the important step of providing 
weapons and other types of support to the Ukrainian people. 

I look forward to hearing from all the witnesses and am grateful to them for ap-
pearing today. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you, Senator Johnson. 
Let me also recognize the ranking member of the full committee, 

Senator Risch. We are glad that you are here as well, and I know 
we are waiting for Senator Schumer, who we think is going to come 
to do introductions of Ambassador Hartley and Ms. Milstein. 

But in the meantime, I am going to ask, Senator Markey, if you 
would like to introduce Mr. Leventhal. 

STATEMENT OF HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM MASSACHUSETTS 

Senator MARKEY. Thank you. Thank you, Madam Chair. It is my 
honor to be here today to introduce Alan Leventhal, nominated to 
be the United States Ambassador to the Kingdom of Denmark. 

Joining Alan today are his wife, Sherry, and his son, Alexander, 
and it is a proud day for the Leventhal family, which has had a 
long, rich history in the city of Boston, transforming it. 

He is a son of the Commonwealth. In his highly successful busi-
ness, academic, and nonprofit endeavors, he has left his mark on 
Boston and beyond. First, in the literal sense, his company has 
made downtown Boston’s financial districts bustling as a destina-
tion, and it was also behind the revitalization of the Boston Harbor 
through the construction of Rowes Wharf and, really, opening up 
Boston Harbor to the city of Boston for the first time in 50 years. 

And, more importantly, Alan has left his mark in improving the 
lives of those in his community in the fight against cancer. He 
funded the sharpest minds as chair of the Damon Runyon Cancer 
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Research Service. Their track record was impressive. Twelve of the 
individuals they funded ended up winning the Nobel Prize. 

He has also left his mark in education, which he considers his 
true passion. He served on the governing board at MIT, which 
dedicates $2 billion every year on research funding to tackle the 
top challenges our country faces. 

Alan jokes that he may be the only one in his family that does 
not have a degree from Boston University. But through his trans-
formational work as chair of the board of trustees at BU, he cre-
ated greater opportunities for tens of thousands of proud BU grad-
uates during his tenure. 

He will assume his post in Copenhagen at a time of great turmoil 
in the European continent. Denmark plays an outsized role in sup-
porting U.N. peacekeeping operations and the counter ISIS cam-
paign. 

Unsurprisingly, Denmark has, again, risen to the challenge in 
Europe’s response to Russia’s illegal invasion of Ukraine, including 
by weaning itself off of Russian fossil fuels. As Ambassador, Alan 
will play a key role in building upon that unified response to Rus-
sian aggression. 

It is a country of just 6 million people but it has few peers when 
it comes to the global fight against climate change, Alan knows, be-
cause his buildings are the best buildings in terms of energy effi-
ciency that can be constructed. 

He and Boston brought together business and civic leaders 
through the Boston Green Ribbon Commission to show that clean 
energy is good for our economies and for our planet. 

We are very proud of him in Massachusetts, but it is his lifetime 
of work in combating the scourge of cancer, the climate crisis, and 
training the next generation of American leaders that makes Mas-
sachusetts not just the Bay State but the brain state, and we are 
proud to have him as someone who represents our state. 

The diversity of his experience also makes him a fantastic choice 
to be our top diplomat to the Kingdom of Denmark at a moment 
of great consequence for our country and the planet. 

I urge his swift confirmation by the Foreign Relations Committee 
and by the United States Senate. 

I thank you, Madam Chair. 
Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you very much, Senator Markey. 
I understand that Senator Schumer is only a few minutes away. 

So with your indulgence, I would like to introduce Dr. Bruce Tur-
ner, and then we will start testimony from Dr. Turner, headed to-
wards Ambassador Hartley, and hope that before we get too far 
along Senator Schumer will be here. 

And, Senator Markey, I know that you may have to leave and 
feel free to do that whenever you are ready. 

Senator MARKEY. I thank you. Thank you, Madam Chair. 
Senator SHAHEEN. Dr. Bruce Turner has been nominated to be 

U.S. Representative to the Conference on Disarmament. Dr. Turner 
has a distinguished record of service with the Department of State 
that will enhance U.S. presence at the Conference on Disar-
mament, which is a crucial body supporting arms control and disar-
mament, and, as we know, these issues are even more pressing 
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right now, given the new threats to democratic security around the 
world, including from Russia, China, and North Korea. 

All of these appointments today come in a moment, an important 
moment, for global security as the U.S. faces new threats from our 
adversaries, including Russia. 

So while we continue to await Senator Schumer, I will ask Dr. 
Turner if you would like to begin your testimony. 

Thank you. 

STATEMENT OF DR. BRUCE I. TURNER OF COLORADO, NOMI-
NATED TO BE U.S. REPRESENTATIVE TO THE CONFERENCE 
ON DISARMAMENT IN GENEVA, WITH THE RANK OF AMBAS-
SADOR DURING HIS TENURE OF SERVICE 

Mr. TURNER. Thank you, Madam Chair, Ranking Member John-
son, and distinguished members of the committee. 

It is the honor of a lifetime to appear before you as the Presi-
dent’s nominee to be the U.S. Permanent Representative for the 
Conference on Disarmament, or CD, in Geneva. I am also grateful 
to Secretary Blinken and Under Secretary Jenkins for their sup-
port of this new opportunity for me to serve the American people. 

My parents understood what it meant to serve our country dur-
ing World War II. Likewise, my wife, Veronique, has been at my 
side every step of our State Department journey and our two chil-
dren grew up in the Foreign Service family. Diplomacy has been 
my life’s work and I cannot think of anything I would rather have 
done. 

In seeking confirmation for this position, I am acutely aware of 
the CD’s illustrious history in producing the Nuclear Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty, the Biological Weapons Convention, the Chemical 
Weapons Convention, and the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban 
Treaty. 

I am also aware that we have failed to gain the support of crit-
ical countries for negotiations on a fissile material cut-off treaty, 
the next logical step. Moreover, some of the arms control treaties 
negotiated in the CD are, effectively, under assault. 

Most recently, Russia, a state’s party that has used chemical 
weapons and that has an offensive program, is making unfounded 
accusations that Ukraine plans to use chemical weapons in Rus-
sia’s unprovoked war against Ukraine. 

Russia’s nuclear rhetoric and threats in connection with its inva-
sion of Ukraine are also recklessly escalatory and hard to reconcile 
with President Putin’s endorsement of the statement in January by 
the leaders of the P5—the five nuclear weapon states that are per-
manent members of the U.N. Security Council—that a nuclear war 
cannot be won and must never be fought. 

Growing strategic competition, encompassing Russia’s history of 
arms control violations, and China’s repeated unwillingness to en-
gage meaningfully in arms control discussions as it builds up its 
own nuclear forces has caused some to question the value of such 
agreements. It is true that achieving consensus on such matters 
has become increasingly elusive and difficult. 

Russia’s most recent actions and the PRC’s tacit and, in some 
cases, overt support for them have rendered the challenge even 
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more daunting. These developments only underscore the continuing 
need for American engagement and leadership. 

Given the stakes, we can only redouble our efforts as we continue 
to protect our security and that of our allies and partners. Russia 
is still complying with the New START Treaty. Through the P5, 
the PRC acknowledged the need for engagement with the United 
States on risk reduction and a dialogue to strengthen stability. 

I believe the coming year does offer further opportunities to exert 
U.S. leadership. If confirmed, I would hope to contribute to a posi-
tive outcome of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty Review Con-
ference later this year. 

Non-proliferation remains a core national security interest. It is 
the key to peaceful uses of nuclear energy and the basis for pur-
suing the eventual goal of a world without nuclear weapons, under-
standing that progress must take into account today’s challenging 
security conditions and that it can only proceed through progres-
sive steps subject to effective verification. 

If confirmed, I will also seek to contribute to our successful ef-
forts in the U.N. General Assembly’s First Committee to reinforce 
and strengthen international arms control and non-proliferation co-
operation, including increased international support for develop-
ment of norms of behavior in space. 

The United States is already leading the way through Vice Presi-
dent Harris’ announcement of a commitment not to conduct de-
structive direct ascent anti-satellite missile tests. 

I would also seek to build upon the Geneva diplomatic platform 
offered by the Standing Delegation to the CD, which has supported 
a variety of arms control and international security efforts to in-
clude those of Deputy Secretary Sherman and Under Secretary 
Jenkins in the U.S.-Russia Strategic Stability Dialogue. 

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee has a distinguished 
and successful history of supporting arms control efforts on a bipar-
tisan basis. If confirmed, I commit to be available to consult closely 
with this committee and other members of Congress as well as 
their staffs. 

In working to achieve our long-term nuclear disarmament and 
other arms control objectives, I believe the CD remains an essential 
multilateral institution. If confirmed, I will do all that I can to 
make the CD an active contributor to international peace and secu-
rity while always protecting the security interests of the United 
States and its allies and partners. 

Thank you, again, so much for the opportunity to come before 
you today. I look forward to any questions you may have. 

Thank you, Madam Chair. 
[The prepared statement of Mr. Turner follows:] 

PREPARED STATEMENT OF DR. BRUCE I. TURNER 

Thank you, Madam Chair and members of the committee. 
It is the honor of a lifetime to appear before you as the President’s nominee to 

be the U.S. Permanent Representative to the Conference on Disarmament, or CD, 
in Geneva. I am also grateful to Secretary Blinken and Under Secretary Jenkins 
for their support of this new opportunity to serve the American people. 

My parents understood what it meant to serve our country during World War II. 
Similarly, my wife Veronique has been at my side every step of our State Depart-
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ment journey, and our children, Hadrien and Alixe, grew up in the Foreign Service 
family. 

In seeking confirmation for this position, I am acutely aware of the CD’s illus-
trious history in producing the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, the Biological 
Weapons Convention, the Chemical Weapons Convention, and the Comprehensive 
Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty. I am also aware that we have failed to gain the support 
of critical countries for negotiations on a Fissile Material Cutoff Treaty—the next 
logical step. Unfortunately, some of the arms control treaties negotiated in the CD 
are effectively under assault. Most recently, Russia—a States Party that has used 
chemical weapons and has an offensive program—is making unfounded accusations 
that Ukraine plans to use chemical weapons in Russia’s unprovoked war against 
Ukraine. Russia’s nuclear rhetoric in connection with its invasion of Ukraine is 
recklessly escalatory and hard to reconcile with President Putin’s endorsement of 
the statement by the leaders of the P5—the five nuclear-weapon states that are per-
manent members of the U.N. Security Council—in January that ‘‘a nuclear war can-
not be won and must never be fought.’’ 

Growing strategic competition—encompassing Russia’s history of arms control vio-
lations and China’s repeated unwillingness to engage meaningfully in arms control 
discussions as it builds up its nuclear forces—has caused some to question the value 
of such agreements. Russia’s most recent actions and the PRC’s tacit, and, in some 
cases, overt support for them, have rendered the challenge even more daunting. 
These developments only underscore the continuing need for American engagement 
and leadership. 

Given the stakes, we can only redouble our efforts, as we continue to protect our 
security and that of our allies and partners. Russia is still complying with the New 
START Treaty. Through the P5, the PRC acknowledged the need for engagement 
with the United States on risk reduction and a dialogue to strengthen stability. 

I believe the coming year does offer further opportunities to exert U.S. leadership. 
If confirmed, I would hope to contribute to a positive outcome of the Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) Review Conference later this year. Nonproliferation re-
mains a core national security interest. It is the key to pursuing the eventual goal 
of a world without nuclear weapons, understanding that progress must take into ac-
count today’s challenging security conditions, and that it can only proceed through 
progressive steps, subject to effective verification. 

If confirmed, I will also seek to contribute to our successful efforts in the U.N. 
General Assembly’s First Committee to reinforce and strengthen international arms 
control and nonproliferation cooperation, including increased international support 
for development of norms of behavior in space. The United States is already leading 
the way through its ban on anti-satellite testing. 

I would also seek to build upon the Geneva diplomatic platform offered by the 
standing delegation to the CD, which has supported a variety of arms control and 
international security efforts, to include those of Deputy Secretary Sherman and 
Under Secretary Jenkins in the U.S.-Russia Strategic Stability Dialogue. 

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee has a distinguished and successful his-
tory of supporting arms control efforts, on a bipartisan basis. If confirmed, I commit 
to be available to consult closely with this committee and other Members of Con-
gress, as well as their staffs. 

In working to achieve our long-term nuclear disarmament and other arms control 
objectives, I believe the CD remains an essential multilateral institution. If con-
firmed, I will do all that I can to make the CD an active contributor to international 
peace and security, while always protecting the security interests of the United 
States and its allies and partners. 

Thank you so much for the opportunity to come before you today. I look forward 
to any questions you may have. 

Thank you. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you very much, Dr. Turner. 
Senator Schumer, we have been waiting for you. We are de-

lighted you made it. 

STATEMENT OF HON. CHARLES E. SCHUMER, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM NEW YORK 

Senator SCHUMER. Thank you very much, Madam Chair, and to 
all the members of the committee, thank you for the honor of intro-
ducing two exceptional nominees, both whip smart, both accom-
plished, both experienced women who hail from New York—Jane 
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Hartley to be Ambassador to the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland, and Connie Milstein, our next Ambassador 
to Malta. It is an honor to introduce both of you. 

Jane is here today with her husband, Ralph, who I hear is hav-
ing his retirement party today. Congratulations, Ralph, on all of 
your hard work. Jane’s children, Kate and Jamie, who actually 
went to school with my daughter, Allison, could not be here today 
but I am sure they are cheering their mother on from home. 

I am really proud to have urged President Biden to nominate 
Jane Hartley as our Ambassador to the UK. She would be only the 
second woman to ever serve as UK Ambassador and the first in 
nearly half a century. 

Only the second woman ever to serve as the UK Ambassador and 
the first in nearly half a century. It is amazing, and I cannot think 
of a more qualified person to do it than my friend, Jane Hartley. 

This is not the first ambassadorship that Jane would hold. In 
2014, she was appointed U.S. Ambassador to France under Presi-
dent Obama, where her time coincided with the horrible Paris ter-
rorist attacks of 2015. It was an extremely difficult period for both 
of our countries, and Jane represented the U.S. with great distinc-
tion. 

In the aftermath of these attacks, she dedicated her time as am-
bassador to strengthening U.S.-French counterterrorism coopera-
tion and was awarded the Legion of Honor from the president of 
France in the recognition of her efforts. 

Jane has served our country in other ways for decades, in the 
Carter administration as CEO of the G–7 Group, and most re-
cently, as CEO of the Observatory Group, a major global firm 
based in New York. 

The bottom line is this. She would bring to this ambassadorship 
a depth of experience, a love of democracy and democratic institu-
tions, and a deep loyalty to the values both the United States and 
the UK hold dear. 

I cannot think of a better person—I have known Jane for dec-
ades—to be Ambassador to our longtime ally, the United Kingdom. 

It is also my honor to introduce another proud New Yorker, 
Connie Milstein, whom President Biden has nominated to be the 
next U.S. Ambassador to Malta. Connie is joined here by her hus-
band, Said, and even though they are not in attendance, I want to 
acknowledge Connie’s daughters, Abby and Joanna, as well as her 
wonderful granddaughter, Sara. I know they are all proud today. 

Connie comes from a longtime New York family. Her grandfather 
was the founder of a successful business in New York prior to 
World War II, and her father, a World War II vet, started his first 
company in Newbury, New York. Their roots in the Empire State 
run very deep. 

Connie comes before this committee as a deeply experienced at-
torney, businesswoman, and advocate for international affairs. She 
will make an exceptional U.S. Ambassador because her career has 
been completely focused on the skills and values necessary to any 
diplomatic post. 

Among her experiences, she has dedicated her career to looking 
out for veterans, creating successful profits like the Dog Tag Bak-
ery to help veterans with disabilities, served on the Global Progress 
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Initiative at the Center for American Progress meeting with world 
leaders to discuss today’s pressing geopolitical problems, and also 
served on the board of trustees of one of the great universities of 
New York and America, NYU, and she expanded the university’s 
global reach. 

She also served on Nobel Peace Laureate Kailash Satyarthi’s 
foundation and worked with him to end childhood slavery and traf-
ficking. 

In short, Connie is both a proud New Yorker but also a true cit-
izen of the world. She brings a wide range of depth and experience 
to the post and I know she will carry out her responsibilities with 
distinction, and I am proud to introduce her today. 

Finally, I want to acknowledge two other individuals who are 
coming before the committee. The first is Alan Leventhal, who I 
have known for a very long time. I notice Senator Markey was 
here. 

He has been nominated to serve as U.S. Ambassador to the King-
dom of Denmark and he is one of Boston’s top business people. 

And, second, I also want to recognize Bruce Turner, who you just 
heard from, a longtime member of the Foreign Service Com-
mittee—Foreign Service, rather, who has been nominated as rep-
resentative to the Conference on Disarmament. They will both rep-
resent the U.S. with distinction. 

I thank the members of the committee, congratulate all of today’s 
outstanding public servants for their nominations, and yield back 
the rest of my time. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you very much, Senator Schumer, and 
we know you have to get to the floor. So feel free to leave whenever 
you are ready. 

And I am going to continue down the dais if that is all right with 
our nominees and ask Mr. Leventhal if he would like to offer his 
testimony after he says hello to Senator Schumer, although, Sen-
ator Schumer, you cannot claim Mr. Leventhal. I know he is from 

Boston. So—— 
Senator SCHUMER. Right. I cannot claim him. You are right. 
Senator SHAHEEN. He is closer to me. 
Senator SCHUMER. He is probably even a Red Sox fan. 
[Laughter.] 
Senator SHAHEEN. Go ahead, Mr. Leventhal, and I should have 

said this before you offered your testimony, Dr. Turner. Feel free 
to introduce any family members or friends that you have here 
with you today. 

STATEMENT OF ALAN M. LEVENTHAL OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
NOMINATED TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND 
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO 
THE KINGDOM OF DENMARK 

Mr. LEVENTHAL. Chairwoman Shaheen, Ranking Member John-
son, and distinguished members of the committee, it is a privilege 
to appear before you. 

I am honored to be the nominee for U.S. Ambassador to the 
Kingdom of Denmark, and I thank President Biden and Secretary 
Blinken for their confidence in me. 
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I would like to acknowledge my wife, Sherry, who has been such 
a source of strength and has supported me in all my endeavors, 
and I would also like to acknowledge my son, Alex, who is here rep-
resenting his sisters and brothers. 

I would like to remember my parents, who instilled in me the im-
portance of service to community and country. This has led me to 
leadership roles in organizations that have had meaningful impact 
on the world. 

As Senator Markey mentioned in his introduction, I served for 10 
years as chair of Damon Runyon Cancer Research Foundation, 
which is known as the venture capital of cancer research. Thirteen 
of the individuals we funded later won the Nobel Prize. 

I am a member of the governing board of MIT, one of the top- 
rated research institutions in the world. Its mission is to help solve 
the great global challenges including climate, health, cancer, water. 

In my business, I have led transformational developments to im-
prove the urban environment. My companies have created thou-
sands of affordable housing units for working families. 

In each of these endeavors, I have worked with smart people who 
bring diverse views, backgrounds, and experiences. I approach each 
challenge by listening and treating my colleagues with dignity and 
respect. 

If confirmed, I hope to use these skills to successfully advance 
U.S. interests and values in the Kingdom of Denmark. 

If confirmed, my first priority would be to ensure the safety and 
security of U.S. citizens in the Kingdom of Denmark. My second 
priority will be to advance our shared security interests, especially 
in light of Russia’s brutal and unprovoked war against Ukraine. 

As the only country that is a member of NATO, the EU, and the 
Arctic Council, Denmark partners with the United States on many 
issues. Denmark currently leads the NATO mission in Iraq and is 
a close global partner on security issues. 

If confirmed, I will work to ensure Denmark’s commitment to 
stability and security as well as meeting its NATO defense spend-
ing commitments. 

My third priority is to strengthen our economic relationships, 
promoting bilateral exports and recovery from COVID–19, as well 
as expanding Danish investment in the United States in order to 
create good-paying jobs for working families. 

Denmark has some of the world’s leading companies working on 
global issues like climate change. My own company, Beacon Capital 
Partners, has been a leader in sustainability, receiving EPA’s En-
ergy Star Partner of the Year award for 11 consecutive years. 

If confirmed, I would draw on my experiences to promote mutual 
exchanges and investment between the United States and the 
Kingdom of Denmark, including the Faroe Islands and Greenland. 

My final priority, if confirmed, will be to promote and strengthen 
the ties of our best academic and research institutions with their 
counterparts in the kingdom. 

Denmark’s renowned research institutions recently marked the 
100th anniversary of both the founding of the Niels Bohr Institute 
and the awarding of the Nobel Prize in physics to Niels Bohr. 

To ensure our relations are as strong in the future as they are 
today, I would engage with the people of Denmark, the Faroe Is-
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lands, and Greenland to expand people-to-people ties through ex-
change programs and robust public diplomacy efforts. 

If confirmed, I look forward to supporting the safety and morale 
of mission Kingdom of Denmark, both at the Embassy in Copen-
hagen and our consulate in Nuuk. I also look forward to working 
with Congress to further U.S. priorities in the Kingdom of Den-
mark, one of our closest European allies. 

I would like to highlight that today, at this very moment, the 
people of Denmark are lighting candles in their windows at home 
for today marks Denmark’s liberation from Nazi occupation on May 
4th, 1945. 

It underscores that Danes have experienced brutal, unprovoked 
aggression. It underscores they have experienced occupation and it 
speaks to how much they value their freedom. It is fitting that 
President Zelensky chose today to address Denmark. 

It would be the greatest honor to represent my country to the 
Kingdom of Denmark. Thank you for your time and consideration. 
I look forward to your questions. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Leventhal follows:] 

PREPARED STATEMENT OF ALAN M. LEVENTHAL 

Chairwoman Shaheen, Ranking Member, and distinguished members of the com-
mittee, it is a privilege to appear before you. I am honored to be the nominee for 
U.S. Ambassador to the Kingdom of Denmark, and I thank President Biden and 
Secretary Blinken for their confidence in me. 

I would first like to acknowledge my wife, Sherry, who has been such a source 
of strength and has supported me in all my endeavors. I also want to acknowledge 
my son Alexander who is representing his sisters and brothers today. I also would 
like to remember my parents who instilled in me the importance of service to com-
munity and country. 

This has led me to leadership roles in organizations that have meaningful impact 
on the world. I served for 10 years as Chair of Damon Runyon Cancer Research 
Foundation—which is known as the venture capital of Cancer Research. Thirteen 
of the individuals we funded later won the Nobel Prize. I am a member of the gov-
erning board of MIT—one of the top-rated research institutions in the world. MIT’s 
mission is to help solve the great global challenges including climate and health. 
In my business I have led transformational developments to improve the urban en-
vironment. My companies have created thousands of affordable housing units for 
working families. 

In each of these endeavors I have worked with smart people who bring diverse 
views, backgrounds, and experiences. I approach each challenge by listening and 
treating my colleagues with dignity and respect. If confirmed, I hope to use these 
skills to successfully advance U.S. interests and values in the Kingdom of Denmark. 

If confirmed, my first priority would be to ensure the safety and security of U.S. 
citizens in the Kingdom of Denmark. 

My second priority will be to advance our shared security interests, especially in 
light of Russia’s brutal and unprovoked war against Ukraine. As the only country 
that is a member of NATO, the EU, and the Arctic Council, Denmark partners with 
the United States on many issues. Denmark currently leads the NATO mission in 
Iraq and is a close global partner on security issues. If confirmed, I will work to 
ensure Denmark’s commitment to stability and security, as well as meeting its 
NATO defense spending commitments. 

My third priority is to strengthen our economic relationships, promoting bilateral 
exports and recovery from COVID–19 and expanding Danish investment in the 
United States, in order to create good paying jobs for working families. Denmark 
has some of the world’s leading companies working on global issues like climate 
change. My own company—Beacon Capital Partners—has been a leader in sustain-
ability, receiving EPA’s Energy Star Partner of the Year Award for 11 consecutive 
years. If confirmed, I would draw on my experiences to promote mutual exchanges 
and investment between the United States and the Kingdom of Denmark, including 
the Faroe Islands and Greenland. 
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My final priority, if confirmed, will be to promote and strengthen the ties of our 
best academic and research institutions with their counterparts in the Kingdom. 
Denmark’s renowned research institutions recently marked the 100th anniversary 
of both the founding of Niels Bohr Institute and the awarding of the Nobel Prize 
in Physics to Niels Bohr. To ensure our relations are as strong in the future as they 
are today, I would engage with the people of Denmark, the Faroe Islands, and 
Greenland to expand people-to-people ties through exchange programs and robust 
public diplomacy efforts. 

If confirmed, I look forward to supporting the safety and morale of staff at the 
Embassy in Copenhagen and our Consulate in Nuuk. I also look forward to working 
with Congress to further U.S. priorities in the Kingdom of Denmark, one of our clos-
est European partners. 

We are stronger when working with our allies to advance our shared security, 
prosperity, and values. 

It would be the greatest honor to represent my country to the Kingdom of Den-
mark. Thank you for your time and consideration. I look forward to your questions. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you very much, Mr. Leventhal. 
I will now ask Ms. Milstein if she would like to give her testi-

mony. 

STATEMENT OF CONSTANCE J. MILSTEIN OF NEW YORK, NOM-
INATED TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENI-
POTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE 
REPUBLIC OF MALTA 

Ms. MILSTEIN. Thank you, Madam Chair. 
Madam Chair, Ranking Member, distinguished senators of this 

esteemed committee, I am humbled and honored to appear before 
you today. I am deeply grateful to the president, Dr. Biden, and 
Secretary Blinken for the confidence they have placed in me to 
serve as the United States Ambassador to the Republic of Malta. 

I would like to acknowledge my husband, Said Abu-Kaud, my 
children, Abby and Joanna, their husbands, Rick and Bjorn, and 
my granddaughter, Sara, who have all shown me unwavering love, 
support, and patience in my endeavor to follow my lifelong dream 
to serve our country and to continue my passionate advocacy for 
fairness, justice, and democracy. 

I would also like to remember my parents, Seymour and Vivian, 
who taught me the values of respect, responsibility, and giving. 
Their service to others was an inspiration to me to lead a life of 
purpose. 

My father was a proud veteran of World War II who returned to 
the United States in 1945 on a hospital plane. Everyone on that 
plane signed a dollar bill, which my dad carried in his wallet until 
he died. 

I, too, am proud to have had opportunities for service. For dec-
ades, I have worked on programs and initiatives dedicated to mili-
tary service members, disabled veterans, their families, and care-
givers. 

I have always maintained a strong interest in foreign affairs and 
I have been active in public policy and global education. My varied 
experiences as an attorney and businesswoman will empower me 
to steward our important relationship with the Republic of Malta. 

Three priorities will guide my work. First, promoting peace and 
security. If confirmed, my top priority will be to ensure the safety 
and welfare of U.S. citizens living in or traveling in Malta. 

Furthermore, I will prioritize the promotion of peace, security, 
and regional stability. Malta may be the smallest country in the 
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European Union but it has great strategic importance based on its 
location adjacent to the Mediterranean Sea’s principal shipping 
routes and at the crossroads of Europe, North Africa, and the Mid-
dle East. 

I believe in growing the bilateral partnership between our two 
nations as we come together to face regional security challenges, 
transnational crime, and illicit financing. 

Promoting peace and security in the region also means encour-
aging inclusiveness, the protection of human rights, the rule of law, 
and fundamental freedoms. 

Second, promoting prosperity, trade, and people-to-people ties. If 
confirmed, I will increase U.S. and Maltese economic ties. Malta 
aspires to lead small island nations in sustainable development. 

Therefore, I will capitalize on our shared goals of promoting pros-
perity, trade, and people-to-people ties through U.S. innovation and 
commercial interests in Malta. 

Third, tackling corruption and impunity. The assassination of 
Daphne Caruana Galizia, an important Maltese investigative jour-
nalist, in October of 2017 showed the danger of corruption in Mal-
tese politics and society. 

If confirmed, I will champion rule of law efforts and an open and 
free press. Rule of law reforms regarding anti-money laundering 
and countering the financing of terrorism are also critical to Mal-
ta’s efforts to fully implement the Financial Action Task Force ac-
tion plan to remove Malta as a jurisdiction for increased moni-
toring. 

In order to fully implement these reforms, Malta will need a 
stronger financial regulatory environment, which will serve to 
strengthen and benefit Malta’s economic institutions and reputa-
tion for the future. 

If confirmed, I would work with Malta to make these reforms 
sustainable for the long term. It would be an honor to be a member 
of the outstanding Embassy Valletta team and, if confirmed, I am 
committed to working with the members of this committee. 

Thank you for this opportunity to appear before you. I am happy 
to answer your questions. 

[The prepared statement of Ms. Milstein follows:] 

PREPARED STATEMENT OF CONSTANCE J. MILSTEIN 

Madam Chair, Ranking Member, and distinguished Senators of this esteemed 
committee, I am humbled and honored to appear before you today. I am deeply 
grateful to the President, Dr. Biden, and Secretary Blinken for the confidence they 
have placed in me to serve as the United States Ambassador to the Republic of 
Malta. 

I would like to acknowledge my husband Saı̈d Abu-Kaud, my children Abby and 
Joanna, their husbands Rick and Bjorn, and my granddaughter Sara, who have all 
shown me unwavering love, support, and patience in my endeavor to follow my life-
long dream to serve our country, and continue my passionate advocacy for fairness, 
justice, and democracy. I would also like to remember my parents Seymour and Viv-
ian who taught me the values of respect, responsibility, and giving. Their service 
to others was an inspiration to me to lead a life of purpose. 

My father was a proud veteran of WWII who returned to the United States in 
1945 on a hospital plane. Everyone on that plane signed a dollar bill, which my dad 
carried in his wallet until he died. I too am proud to have had opportunities for 
service. For decades, I have worked on programs and initiatives dedicated to mili-
tary service members, disabled veterans, their families, and caregivers. 
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I have always maintained a strong interest in foreign affairs, and I have been ac-
tive in public policy and global education. My varied experiences as an attorney and 
businesswoman will empower me to steward our important relationship with the 
Republic of Malta. Three priorities will guide my work: 

First, promoting peace and security. If confirmed, my top priority will be to ensure 
the safety and welfare of U.S. citizens living in or traveling in Malta. Furthermore, 
I will prioritize the promotion of peace, security, and regional stability. Malta may 
be the smallest country in the European Union, but it has great strategic impor-
tance based on its location adjacent to the Mediterranean Sea’s principal shipping 
routes and at the crossroads of Europe, North Africa, and the Middle East. I believe 
in growing the bilateral partnership between our two nations as we come together 
to face regional security challenges, transnational crime, and illicit financing. 

Promoting peace and security in this region also means encouraging inclusiveness, 
protection of human rights, the rule of law, and fundamental freedoms. 

Second, promoting prosperity, trade, and people-to people ties. If confirmed, I will 
increase U.S. and Maltese economic ties. Malta aspires to lead small island nations 
in sustainable development. Therefore, I will capitalize on our shared goals of pro-
moting prosperity, trade, and people-to-people ties through U.S. innovation and com-
mercial interests in Malta. 

Third, tackling corruption and impunity. The assassination of Daphne Caruana 
Galizia (an important Maltese investigative journalist) in October of 2017 showed 
the danger of corruption in Maltese politics and society. If confirmed, I will cham-
pion rule of law efforts and an open and free press. 

Rule of law reforms regarding anti-money laundering and countering the financ-
ing of terrorism are also critical to Malta’s efforts to fully implement the Financial 
Action Task Force Action Plan to remove Malta as a jurisdiction for increased moni-
toring. In order to fully implement these reforms, Malta will need a stronger finan-
cial regulatory environment, which will serve to strengthen and benefit Malta’s eco-
nomic institutions and reputation for the future. 

If confirmed, I would work with Malta to make these reforms sustainable for the 
long term. 

It would be an honor to be a member of the outstanding Embassy Valletta team, 
and if confirmed, I am committed to working with the members of this committee. 

Thank you for this opportunity to appear before you. I am happy to answer your 
questions. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Thanks very much, Ms. Milstein. 
Ambassador Hartley? 

STATEMENT OF HON. JANE D, HARTLEY OF NEW YORK, NOMI-
NATED TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENI-
POTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE 
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTH IRELAND 

Ambassador HARTLEY. Madam Chair, Ranking Member, and dis-
tinguished members of the committee, it is a privilege to appear be-
fore you. 

I am honored to be the nominee for the U.S. Ambassador to the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and I 
thank President Biden for his confidence in me. 

The sense of history with our closest ally is, certainly, not lost 
on me. I follow in the footsteps of many great Americans, including 
John Adams, John Quincy Adams, and Martin Van Buren. 

I am also thrilled, as Senator Schumer has just said, to be the 
second woman in history to be nominated to this role, and I salute 
Anne Armstrong for leading the way. 

First, though, I would like to thank my family—my children, who 
are the light of my life—Chuck mentioned earlier—Kate and 
Jamie. Whatever I do in life, my most important title will always 
be mom. And, of course, my husband who is with me today, and 
partner of 39 years without whose support none of this would be 
possible. 
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My parents taught me that we were lucky to live in the greatest 
country on Earth and that the highest honor was to serve our na-
tion. From my early life, I have believed this strongly and public 
service has been very important to me. 

My time as Ambassador to France coincided with the terrible 
surge in terrorism that shook our two nations. The extraordinary 
staff at Embassy Paris performed their duties with grace and 
strength in the face of terror and loss. 

It emphasized to me that dedicated American and local staff of 
our overseas missions and everywhere in our Government advance 
our interests and protect our security every single day. It was an-
other reminder how critical public service is to our nation. 

The UK and the United States are two great countries bound by 
history, friendship, and especially now a shared commitment to the 
universal values of freedom and liberty. 

During the ongoing crisis in Ukraine we have seen the strength 
of the UK response and the many ways also in which the British 
public has volunteered in support of Ukrainians. 

If confirmed, it will be my mission to strengthen America’s spe-
cial relationship with the UK and I hope to focus on four over-
arching goals. 

First, protect Americans and deepen bilateral security coopera-
tion. My top priority will be the safety and security of Americans. 
As the recent events in Europe have made very clear—crystal 
clear, frankly—we have no more capable partner in defending 
against threats to international security than the UK. 

If confirmed, I will build on these decades of close bilateral secu-
rity cooperation. I will also work tirelessly to uphold the Belfast 
Good Friday Agreement, which has been the bedrock of peace and 
stability and prosperity in Northern Ireland for 25 years. 

Second, I will broaden economic ties and expand technology and 
innovation and collaboration. If confirmed, I will focus on reinvigo-
rating bilateral trade, broadening job opportunities for American 
workers, and addressing the climate crisis. Increasing collaboration 
supports prosperity for both the United States and the United 
Kingdom. 

Third, I will promote and defend our shared values of democracy 
and freedom. If confirmed, I will seek to strengthen bilateral co-
operation, to rebuild public faith in democracy, combat 
authoritarianism wherever it may be, and ensure that our liberty 
is never ever taken for granted. 

Fourth, I will capitalize on the strong ties between our people to 
guarantee the strength of our enduring alliance. To deepen connec-
tions between our people, I will encourage exchanges between our 
two peoples and ensure citizens from across the United Kingdom, 
particularly young people, are exposed to the full diversity of our 
country. 

None of this is possible without the dedicated and extraordinary 
talented teams and their family at Embassy London and at our 
consulates in Hamilton, Edinburgh, and Belfast. 

I intend to build on their successes, promote American interest, 
and advance our shared goals together with our closest ally, the 
United Kingdom. 
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It is my honor to be considered to represent the United States 
as Ambassador to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and North-
ern Ireland. I look forward to partnering with Congress to further 
priorities in the UK. 

And now I would be happy to answer any questions. 
[The prepared statement of Ambassador Hartley follows:] 

PREPARED STATEMENT OF HON. JANE D. HARTLEY 

Madam Chair, Ranking Member, and distinguished members of the committee, it 
is a privilege to appear before you. I am honored to be the nominee for U.S. Ambas-
sador to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and I thank 
President Biden for his confidence in me. 

The sense of history with our closest ally is certainly not lost on me. I follow in 
the footsteps of many great Americans including John Adams, John Quincy Adams, 
and Martin Van Buren. I am also thrilled to be the second woman in history to be 
nominated to this role, and salute Anne Armstrong for leading the way. 

I would like to thank my family. First my children, who are the light of my life. 
My most important title will always be ‘‘Mom.’’ And of course, my husband and part-
ner of 39 years, without whose support none of this would be possible. My parents 
taught me that we were lucky to live in the greatest country on earth, and that the 
highest honor was to serve your nation. 

From my early life, public service has always been important to me. 
My time as Ambassador to France coincided with a terrible surge in terrorism 

that shook our two nations, but the extraordinary staff at Embassy Paris performed 
their duties with grace and strength in the face of terror and loss. It emphasized 
to me the dedicated American and local staff of our overseas missions—and in our 
Government—advance our interests and protect our security every day. It was an-
other reminder of how critical public service is to our nation. 

The UK and the United States are two great countries bound by history, friend-
ship, and especially now, a shared commitment to the universal values of freedom 
and liberty. During the ongoing crisis in Ukraine, we have seen the strength of the 
UK response and the many ways in which the British public has volunteered in sup-
port of Ukrainians. 

If confirmed, it will be my mission to strengthen America’s special relationship 
with the UK, and I hope to focus on four overarching goals. 

First, protect Americans and deepen bilateral security cooperation. My top pri-
ority will be the safety and security of Americans. As recent events in Europe have 
made clear, we have no more capable partner in defending against threats to inter-
national security than the UK. If confirmed, I will build on these decades of close 
bilateral security cooperation. I will also work tirelessly to uphold the Belfast/Good 
Friday Agreement, which has been the bedrock of peace, stability, and prosperity 
in Northern Ireland for nearly 25 years. 

Second, broaden economic ties and expand technology and innovation collabora-
tion. If confirmed, I will focus on reinvigorating bilateral trade, broadening job op-
portunities for American workers, and addressing the climate crisis. Increasing col-
laboration supports prosperity for both the United States and the UK. 

Third, promote and defend our shared values of democracy and freedom. If con-
firmed, I will seek to strengthen bilateral cooperation to rebuild public faith in de-
mocracy, combat authoritarianism, and ensure our liberty is never taken for grant-
ed. 

Fourth, capitalize on the strong ties between our people to guarantee the strength 
of our enduring alliance. To deepen connections between our people, I will encourage 
exchanges between our two peoples and ensure citizens from across the United 
Kingdom, particularly young people, are exposed to the full diversity of our country. 

None of this is possible without the dedicated and extraordinarily talented teams 
and their families at Embassy London, and at our Consulates in Hamilton, Edin-
burgh, and Belfast. I intend to build on their successes, promote American interests, 
and advance our shared goals together with our ally, the United Kingdom. 

It is my honor to be considered to represent the United States as Ambassador to 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. I look forward to 
partnering with Congress to further U.S. priorities in the UK and would be happy 
to answer your questions. 
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Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you very much, Ambassador Hartley, 
and thank you to each of you for your testimony and for your will-
ingness to serve the country at this critical time. 

We have lost Senator Johnson to another committee but Senator 
Barrasso will be coming back shortly to—on the side of the ranking 
member, and we will have five-minute questioning rounds. I will 
begin and we will alternate between Republican and Democrat on 
the committee. 

I would like to ask each of the ambassadorial nominees about an 
issue that I have been following closely and am very concerned 
about. 

I am sure you have all seen the reports of directed energy at-
tacks that have affected our Government employees around the 
world, and I want to be clear that each of you are sufficiently pre-
pared to respond accordingly should anything happen in the Em-
bassy that you would be representing. 

I understand that the State Department includes a briefing on 
this as part of the ambassadorial seminar that you are required to 
attend. But can I ask each of you, if confirmed, will you commit to 
attending that seminar on AHIs and seek a classified briefing with 
the State Department? 

Ambassador Hartley? 
Ambassador HARTLEY. Yes, I will, and I already did attend that 

seminar and will be seeking a classified briefing, and London is 
very important because there is a huge medical facility at the Em-
bassy. 

So I want to make sure we are totally informed of everything 
that has happened and I promise you I will have the briefings and 
I take this issue very seriously. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you very much. 
Ms. Milstein? 
Ms. MILSTEIN. Yes, Senator. I also have taken the course and 

have learned about the AHI situation. I know at the Embassy in 
Valletta there have been no cases, at least not so far. But I take 
this matter very seriously. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you. 
And Mr. Leventhal? 
Mr. LEVENTHAL. Senator Shaheen, I understand the seriousness 

of the issue. I am committed to taking the course and, if I am con-
firmed, to work diligently and if I become aware of an issue to no-
tice people in the appropriate channels and deal medically with the 
issue to the best extent possible. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you very much. 
And, Dr. Turner, I assume as a career member of the Foreign 

Service you are very aware of this issue? 
Mr. TURNER. Indeed, I am. I am very aware of it and it occurred 

in a couple of the posts that I was dealing with very closely while 
I was still in the State Department and including the city to which 
I may be assigned. So very aware of this issue. Thank you. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you. 
Ambassador Hartley, I would like to begin my questions with 

you—general questions—and you pointed out some of the notable 
Americans who have preceded you as Ambassador to the United 
Kingdom. 
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I would just point out that there is a very close tie with the state 
of New Hampshire because former New Hampshire Governor John 
Winant served as Ambassador to the United Kingdom during most 
of World War II and is very decorated, somebody most Americans 
do not know a lot about—Governor Winant. 

But he was a Republican who was nominated by President Roo-
sevelt and served very honorably as Ambassador. So we know you 
will follow in his footsteps. 

You talked a little bit about the challenges of the war in Ukraine 
and what a great ally the United Kingdom has been, of course, not 
just in this war but throughout so much of American history. 

One of the challenges that I have heard from some representa-
tives of Great Britain are the overseas territories that have in the 
past been havens for corruption and for Russian money. 

Can you talk about what priorities we might initiate and how we 
can engage Great Britain to look at those overseas territories and 
see how we can cooperate more closely on those as we are looking 
at how do we hold oligarchs and those responsible for the war in 
Ukraine accountable? 

Ambassador HARTLEY. Senator Shaheen, I should tell you Gov-
ernor Winant was in my testimony. He is a role model for me. And, 
unfortunately, the State Department thought it was too long so he 
was eliminated. But—— 

Senator SHAHEEN. They should never eliminate Governor Winant 
when I am chairing the hearing. 

[Laughter.] 
Ambassador HARTLEY. I know. I should tell them that. 
Listen, I think your question is very important. I have been very 

impressed with what the UK has been doing since the Ukraine sit-
uation, invasion, war. 

I think they have been leaning forward tremendously in terms of 
sanctions on individuals and on institutions. I think at this point 
they have sanctioned approximately 1,500. 

They have also—there is a piece of legislation that I think has 
just made its way through Parliament kind of talking about one of 
the things you are mentioning, which is—it is called dirty money. 
That is not the official title. But they are looking to get at invest-
ment, especially in shell companies in the United Kingdom and for 
the first time, really, to try to both sanction and open up the books. 

I think both in terms of territories and in terms of what is hap-
pening in London right now, I think this is something that is a 
huge priority for the Government and I salute them for how ag-
gressively they are pursuing this. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you. My time is up. 
Senator Kaine? 
Senator KAINE. Thank you, Madam Chair, and how delightful to 

see all of you here. I am very, very, very happy to be at this hear-
ing with you and I congratulate you on your nominations. 

Ambassador Hartley, let me begin with you. On May 5, voters go 
to the polls in Northern Ireland to elect the Assembly. Sinn Fein 
is the former political wing of the Irish Republican Army and they 
are projected to become the biggest political bloc in the Assembly, 
which would be the first time a party devoted to unification of Ire-
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land would be the dominant political party in that fractious—often 
fractious region. 

Uniting Ireland is not on the ballot but the potential historic 
shift comes 24 years after the Good Friday Accord ended three dec-
ades of sectarian bloodshed. 

Even though Brexit has exacerbated some of the political and 
economic challenges within Northern Ireland, the UK and Ireland 
remain very, very committed to the continued functioning and im-
plementation of the Good Friday Accord. 

Should you be confirmed, what might you do to make sure that 
this accord, which the U.S. also invested such significant diplomacy 
to achieve, would continue to move forward in a harmonious way? 

Ambassador HARTLEY. Senator, I totally agree with you. I think 
the most important thing is to make sure the Good Friday Belfast 
Agreement stands. It has created peace and prosperity and sta-
bility in Northern Ireland for approximately 25 years. 

I think the Congress and President Biden has made that clear, 
and if confirmed as Ambassador, I would continue to not only make 
it clear but make sure both the UK and Northern Ireland knew— 
the Government in Northern Ireland knew this was a priority for 
us. 

I will say also there has been an executive where there has been 
a power-sharing arrangement in Northern Ireland and, frankly, 
that has worked quite well and that is part of what has helped 
bring both economic prosperity and stability to the Government 
there. 

I would hope, depending on what happens in the elections this 
week, both parties continue to talk to each other because it really 
has worked quite well for the people of Northern Ireland. 

Senator KAINE. It is very important. I will admit some bias. 
Seven of my eight great grandparents were born in Ireland and the 
eighth was born in Scotland to an Irish mother and so I am about 
as Irish as it gets. 

The Good Friday Accord is not only important in bringing peace 
to that region but we cite it all the time as reason not to be pessi-
mistic about other regions that have not yet found the path to 
peace. 

If it can be done in Ireland and Northern Ireland it can be done, 
and so there is a lot of reason to make sure that we continue to 
put our shoulder to forward progress. 

Ms. Milstein, really good to see you and I wanted to ask you a 
question about the topic of the day that is important all around the 
world, including in Malta. 

Golden passports, formerly known as citizenship by investment, 
are programs that grant citizenship to foreign investors who buy 
expensive real estate or other assets and make sizable investments 
in countries. 

Thousands of those passports have gone to Russia’s elite in re-
cent years, including many well-known oligarchs, amid concerns 
that the program enables money laundering and other financial 
schemes. 

Malta has been under some pressure from the EU and they have 
put its golden passport scheme on hold for Russians and 
Belarusians and they are considering ending it altogether. 
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Obviously, that is domestic politics for Malta. According to 
Forbes, more than 40 percent of the 111 Russian-born billionaires 
have at least one other passport and nearly half of the 35 sanc-
tioned billionaires have dual citizenship. 

How can the U.S. work with Malta to place additional pressure 
on Russian oligarchs and Putin’s allies? 

Ms. MILSTEIN. Thank you, Senator Kaine, for that question. It is, 
indeed, a problem in Malta and the Maltese Government is aware 
of this situation. 

As you mentioned, they have upped their vetting process of appli-
cants, particularly since the situation with Russia has increased in 
seriousness. 

The Russians and the—I know of two instances where, as you 
mentioned, the residency of a Russian national as well as a 
Belarusian national they were both pulled, and if confirmed, I will 
work with Malta on rigorously vetting applicants to prevent any 
loopholes and eroding any kind of sanctions and restrictions. 

Senator KAINE. Thank you for that, Ms. Milstein. 
One other thing I will just say to you is that Malta has been a 

pretty valuable partner in dealing with refugees. Often refugees 
coming through the Mediterranean have needed to come to Malta 
for safe haven and Malta has been—Malta and many NGOs in 
Malta have been really helpful in dealing with some of these sig-
nificant humanitarian challenges and I would hope, if you are con-
firmed, you will do what you can from the U.S. Embassy there to 
be a good ally in those efforts and, knowing you, I do not have any 
doubt that you will be. 

So with that, Madam Chair, I yield back. 
Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you, and I want to follow up on that 

a little bit, Ms. Milstein, because, obviously, one of the challenges 
is the Russian influence in Malta, and as we look at what is hap-
pening in Ukraine do we have any sense that Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine has changed how some of the residents of Malta and the 
officials feel about Russia and potential for Russia to gain influence 
in the country? And also, how might we use this period to take bet-
ter advantage of the opportunity to counter that Russian influence 
in Malta? 

Ms. MILSTEIN. Thank you, Senator, for that question. 
It has, indeed, been an issue in Malta and I know of media re-

ports that Malta has, as I said, taken steps to strip Maltese citizen-
ship and residencies from at least the sanctioned Russian nation-
als. 

They are further working toward doing what they can as far as 
the citizen—the general citizenship by investment program in 
terms of being much more particular in terms of their vetting proc-
ess, and I think this is extraordinarily important. 

Senator SHAHEEN. I, certainly, agree with that and think that 
this is a period where it is very clear who is on the side of good 
and who is on the side of evil, and for those people around the 
world who are watching what is happening in Ukraine this is an 
opportunity to remind them that most people do not want to be on 
the side of what Russia is doing in Ukraine. 

Mr. Leventhal, again, the war in Ukraine has really over-
shadowed so much of what is going on in the world right now. Can 
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you talk about what Denmark’s view is of how the war affects Eu-
ropean security and do you know if Denmark supports expanding 
participation to Finland and Sweden in NATO? 

Mr. LEVENTHAL. Senator Shaheen, thank you for the question. 
Denmark has been a very close ally of the U.S. and a partner in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, a very strong voice against Russian aggres-
sion. 

It has sent arms to the Baltic, to Estonia. It has sent troops to 
Latvia, sending a battalion of F–16s to Lithuania. So it partners 
with the U.S. and has been a very strong ally. 

In fact, Denmark has talked about the U.S. being its security 
partner of choice. Denmark is very supportive, number one, of the 
open door policy of NATO, that any country has a sovereign right 
to put in an application. The prime minister of Denmark, Mette 
Fredriksen, has actually stated that she supports the membership 
of Finland and Sweden to NATO. 

I think Denmark is a very important partner in a time of great 
upheaval and great change and great concern and, if I am con-
firmed, I will work to further our security priorities with the King-
dom of Denmark. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you, and I was pleased to see Denmark 
commit to meeting its 2 percent defense spending requirement for 
NATO by 2033. That seems like a long time away, especially given 
the urgency of what is happening right now. 

Can you comment on whether there is any room to move that 
deadline up earlier and what are the barriers that might be prohib-
iting Denmark from trying to increase its defense spending sooner? 

Mr. LEVENTHAL. Senator Shaheen, I think it was an important 
step that Denmark now has committed to meeting its Wales pledge 
of getting to 2 percent of GDP. It is true 2033 sounds a long time 
from now. They have increased their current budget by a billion 
dollars. Part of that is defense. Part of it is humanitarian aid, part 
diplomacy. 

If I am confirmed, I will work with the Danish Government to 
see if that commitment can be accelerated earlier than the 2033 
date. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Great. Thank you. 
Senator Barrasso? 
Senator BARRASSO. Thank you very much, Madam Chairman. 
Ms. Milstein, it is critically important that people serving our na-

tion as Ambassadors demonstrate professionalism and good judg-
ment. With that in mind, I want to bring up your campaign actions 
in Wisconsin in the year 2000. 

You were an adult in your 50s campaigning for the presidential 
campaign of Al Gore. During the campaign you were involved in 
something called ‘‘smokes for votes’’ and it turned out to be a scan-
dal in Wisconsin. 

The Milwaukee district attorney at the time explained that it ap-
peared between 15 and 20 homeless men were given tobacco prod-
ucts in exchange for filling out absentee ballots for candidate Al 
Gore. 

Media reports noted that you, specifically you, were caught on 
tape handing out cigarettes to homeless men from the Milwaukee 
Rescue Mission in exchange for their votes—as a doctor, I would 
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point out that smoking causes cancer—while the executive director 
of one of the three shelters, Patrick Vandenburgh, was reported as 
saying that you and six other Gore volunteers approached the 
homeless men and they initially did not want to register. This exec-
utive director went on to say that they went only after you and the 
volunteers held up packs of cigarettes to entice them. 

A Milwaukee Rescue Mission employee told reporters he had to 
ask Democratic campaign volunteers, you, to leave the property 
after he caught them trying to bribe potential voters with ciga-
rettes. 

The campaign for Al Gore distanced themselves from you and 
your actions. A representative of the Gore campaign in Wisconsin 
issued this statement about your activities, quote, ‘‘This kind of ac-
tivity described by Channel 12’’—it made the news—‘‘is not the 
kind of help we asked for and it is the kind of help we flat out re-
ject.’’ 

In Wisconsin what you did was illegal and you, ultimately, paid 
a fine of $5,000 for your illegal activities in the campaign. To me, 
this action raises considerable concerns about your nomination and 
the vetting process of this administration. 

So I would like to give you the opportunity for the committee and 
others so you can address your involvement with this scandal. 

Ms. MILSTEIN. Thank you, Senator, for your question. As you 
mentioned, this incident happened more than 20 years ago. I do not 
recall the full details that you are reciting at the present time. I 
am happy to take your question back for the record and provide 
you with all the necessary information. 

Senator BARRASSO. The record is clear you did pay a $5,000 fine 
and I will be happy to hear—get your written response to that be-
cause I think this calls into question the nomination as well as the 
vetting process. 

MS. MILSTEIN’S ADDITIONAL RESPONSE TO SENATOR BARRASSO’S QUESTION 

Answer. In November 2000, I participated as a volunteer in get-out-the-vote ef-
forts in Milwaukee in support of the Gore campaign. I was a smoker at the time, 
and I gave cigarettes to some of the individuals that I helped bring to the polls. It 
was subsequently alleged that I had exchanged those cigarettes for votes. To be very 
clear—I never exchanged cigarettes, packs of cigarettes, or anything else for votes. 
The Milwaukee County District Attorney thoroughly investigated those allegations, 
and did not charge me or anyone else with trading cigarettes or anything else for 
votes in connection with this incident. His investigation did not find anything im-
proper about the votes cast by the voters that I helped turn out—they were merely 
Milwaukee voters who lawfully exercised their right to vote. 

There was an ancillary question of whether I inadvertently violated a since-re-
pealed civil campaign finance law on permissible election-related disbursements by 
providing cigarettes to those voters. Although I was advised at the time that there 
were strong arguments I had not violated that campaign finance provision, I ulti-
mately chose to avoid further proceedings and litigation costs and settled the matter 
in Milwaukee County Small Claims Court for a $5,000 civil penalty in May 2001. 

Thank you again and please let me know if you have any additional questions 
about the foregoing or if you would like to have a call to discuss. 

Ms. Hartley, if I could ask you now, the United Kingdom is an 
important trade and economic partner to the United States. In 
2020, the United Kingdom was the world’s fifth largest economy. 
Bilateral investment between our two countries is the largest in 
the world. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 09:22 Sep 27, 2022 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00023 Fmt 6601 Sfmt 6602 S:\FULL COMMITTEE\GPO FILES\NOM.2DTOPRINT\6 NOM. 05 04 2022\MAY4.TXT MIKEF
O

R
E

I-
S

U
R

F
A

C
-1

4 
w

ith
 D

IS
T

IL
LE

R



24 

Given the potential for market access and to align regulations, 
there is a lot of interest in a trade agreement between the United 
States and the United Kingdom. That would reaffirm our long- 
standing alliance, build upon our strong economic relationship. The 
U.S. and UK conducted five rounds of negotiations on a bilateral 
free trade agreement two years ago. 

Could you please outline the potential benefits for the United 
States in having a free trade agreement with the United Kingdom? 

Ambassador HARTLEY. Yes, Senator. Thank you for the ques-
tions. 

I agree with you. The UK is a critically important trade partner 
for the UK—for the U.S. I think between our bilateral trade it cre-
ates about a million jobs. We are their biggest source of foreign di-
rect investment and we are their biggest trading partner. 

So I could not agree more. They also have a market that is par-
ticularly a positive for the U.S. Same language, well trained edu-
cated workforce, the rule of law, strong financial systems. 

So I agree with you that it is a very important trade partner and 
I am happy to see, as you probably know, there have been quite 
a few conversations recently in terms of a trade dialogue by—with 
Ambassador Tai and their Minister for Trade. 

I think we have had two most recently and there will be another 
one in Boston in a couple of weeks talking about small and medium 
businesses. 

Senator BARRASSO. Thank you. One last question and that is for 
Dr. Turner, because our time is limited. 

There are concerns that Russia might deploy nuclear weapons to 
neighboring countries. In February, Belarus approved a new con-
stitution renouncing its nonnuclear status. U.S. Acting Permanent 
Representative to the Conference on Disarmament addressed the 
issue in March. 

She stated, ‘‘Any movement of Russian nuclear weapons into 
Belarus would be dangerously provocative and further destabilize 
the region. We call on Belarus’’—this is her speaking—‘‘to reject 
Russia’s policies of nuclear threat and intimidation.’’ 

So do you agree with the statement and is there any indication 
that you have seen that Russia has moved nuclear weapons into 
Belarus? 

Mr. TURNER. Thank you, Senator, for that question. 
I have not seen any indication that that is the case. I mean, this 

is one of the many kinds of threats—reckless threats, escalatory 
threats—that Russia is issuing at this time, obviously, something 
that, if confirmed, we would want to continue to follow very, very 
closely and work with our allies and friends to decide how to deal 
with that kind of an issue. 

Mr. TURNER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
The CHAIRMAN [presiding]. Thank you. Let me congratulate all 

of you on your nominations. I am pleased that we are considering 
nominations for critical posts, including some of our key European 
allies and partners. 

Over the past few months, we have been reminded of just how 
critical the transatlantic alliance and relationship is and the impor-
tance of strengthening partnerships with those who share our com-
mitment to fundamental democratic values. 
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That unity remains paramount as we work to provide Ukraine 
everything that it needs to counter Russia’s brutal and unprovoked 
war. Every country has a part to play—I just met with a whole 
slew of parliamentarians from Europe—and we need ambassadors 
in place to support these efforts, strengthen ties, and maintain that 
unity. 

I, personally, look forward to advancing your nominations as 
quickly as possible, assuming I get the right answers. 

Let me start off with Ambassador Hartley. It is good to see you 
again. I am a believer in our special relationship with the United 
Kingdom and I am deeply grateful for the United Kingdom’s efforts 
to support Ukraine and stand up for democracy across the globe. 

However, the United States also has an important role to play 
as a guarantor of the Good Friday Agreement, protecting peace on 
the island of Ireland. 

I want to ask you, will you commit to using your voice to protect 
and push for the full implementation of the Good Friday Agree-
ment, including through measures like a bill of rights for Northern 
Ireland, the Irish Language Act, and the establishment of a civic 
forum? 

Ambassador HARTLEY. Yes, Senator, I will. Senator Kaine had 
asked me that question previously—— 

The CHAIRMAN. Okay. 
Ambassador Hartley:—and I think this administration and this 

President has made it very clear that the Good Friday Belfast 
Agreement has been critically important to Northern Ireland in 
bringing peace, stability, and economic stability as well, and that 
we have to make sure that nothing ever happens to jeopardize that. 

I did also say, because Senator Kaine brought up the elections 
that are happening later this week, that I think the executive and 
the power sharing agreement that has been happening in Stormont 
is also very, very important to progress in Northern Ireland. I 
would absolutely make sure both parties are communicating with 
each other and I commit to you, yes, that I will. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. I did not want to be redundant. I 
was not being able to view the hearing while I was with these par-
liamentarians but I am glad to hear your answer. This is the same 
points I pressed with Prime Minister Boris Johnson when he was 
here visiting with us not too long ago. 

One other question on Ireland. The British Government has re-
portedly been considering proposals to include a statute of limita-
tions for all prosecutions during the troubles up to April of 1998 
as well as the creation of an information recovery body. 

I am a firm believer that there can be no peace in Ireland with-
out justice and I am concerned that new bodies floated in the Gov-
ernment command paper would be less effective than those that 
were agreed to in the Stormont House Agreement, which was actu-
ally a British document that, ultimately, got agreed to. 

Will you commit to standing up for the rights of those in North-
ern Ireland to seek accountability for trouble, errors, crimes and to 
advocate for the full implementation of the Stormont House Agree-
ment? 

Ambassador HARTLEY. Yes, I will. 
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The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. Let me turn to—now, Ms. Milstein, 
I caught the tail end of Senator Barrasso’s concerns and my under-
standing—and please correct me if I am wrong—you were a volun-
teer in the Gore campaign in 2000. That is 22 years ago, by the 
way, and the question was about in the process of giving rides to 
voters whether you offered them some cigarettes, and at the end 
of the day, the Milwaukee district attorney investigated, found no 
wrongdoing or evidence that cigarettes were provided in exchange 
for votes. 

If that is the case, I can assure you that we have had nominees 
here, especially from the previous administration, nominees who 
were, clearly, under investigation by the IRS presently who, ulti-
mately, got indicted, and members of this committee voted for that 
individual. 

So 22 years ago for something that the Milwaukee district attor-
ney said was no violation of criminal law is something I do not 
quite understand being an impediment to moving forward in your 
nomination. But I look forward to your response to Senator Bar-
rasso in your written response. 

I do have a concern about money laundering as it relates to 
Malta. The Financial Action Task Force has assessed that Malta 
needs to do more to support law enforcement efforts to address 
money laundering. 

As you—as we work to expose and rid our systems of malign for-
eign and oligarchic influence, will you work with Malta to promote 
greater transparency in its financial systems? 

Ms. MILSTEIN. Thank you for that question, Senator Menendez. 
It would be a great honor for me and I look forward to working 

with Malta to try to get them removed from the jurisdictions which 
are under scrutiny and by FATF. 

This is an international body, as well you know, and the United 
States is always given more credit than it really has in terms of 
turning things around. But I am happy to report to you that the 
prime minister is working to do what he can to get Malta removed 
from that list as well. 

The CHAIRMAN. All right. 
And then, Mr. Leventhal, Denmark has announced plans to boost 

gas output in an effort to become energy self-sufficient and bolster 
European energy security. How large of a role do you think Den-
mark can play in helping wean Europe off of Russian fossil fuels 
and is there a role for the United States in supporting Denmark’s 
efforts? 

Mr. LEVENTHAL. As I am sure you are aware, Senator, Denmark 
has played a leading role in climate change and leading in moving 
from a fossil fuel economy. They lead in windmill production across 
the world, about 25 percent of production. I think Denmark has an 
important role to play. 

The CHAIRMAN. I hope we will help them. I understand that Sen-
ator Booker is actually joining us virtually so let us call upon him. 

Senator Booker? 
[No response.] 
The CHAIRMAN. Now it is the problem of Madam Chair here to 

figure it out. So—— 
[Laughter.] 
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The CHAIRMAN. Booker was supposedly on. Thank you for your 
answers. 

Senator SHAHEEN [presiding]. All right. He has got to be here in 
person. Okay. No one is in line for questions. I do have a couple 
more, if you will indulge me. 

I do not know, Senator Barrasso, if you are finished. But, Dr. 
Turner, I wanted to ask you a little bit about where we are with 
our engagement on non-proliferation because I do think it is very 
important for the United States to lead in the world, and I wonder 
if you can talk about the ways in which the United States can sub-
stantively reengage with the Conference on Disarmament and what 
the implications are for our policy if we are not able to improve 
international engagement. 

Mr. TURNER. Thank you for that question. It is a very com-
plicated one, I think, in a number of ways. The United States is, 
obviously, engaged in these institutions, as in many institutions. 

Unfortunately, over the past several years, in terms we have 
gone from an era of cooperation to lots of competition now among 
great powers and contestation as well of policies that are being put 
forward. 

This is a very real challenge. There is very little political will to 
reach agreement on some of these issues. It is, nonetheless, impor-
tant for us to fight the good fight. 

We are a responsible nuclear power that is pushing to reduce the 
role of nuclear weapons while maintaining our deterrence relation-
ships and progressing according to the NPT treaty, progressing to-
ward the eventual goal of a world without nuclear weapons by pur-
suing negotiations in good faith on effective means, and the ques-
tion is on effective means. 

And, unfortunately, as we all know, Russia is currently violating 
any number of agreements. It has revealed itself to be an irrespon-
sible nuclear power weapons state, unlike the United States, 
France, and the UK. 

China has more or less tried to avoid responsibility in this area, 
preferring to leave everything to the United States and Russia. But 
we will continue to fulfill our goals. We want to use the Review 
Conference to strengthen the NPT regime. 

We are working hard to persuade China to engage with us bilat-
erally on risk reduction measures, more transparency, to start act-
ing like the responsible global power that it claims that it is. 

The Russian problem is a separate issue for the moment. We do 
have the New START Treaty, which we have extended now for an-
other five years. We had started the Strategic Stability Dialogue to 
talk with Russia about things we might do in the future. 

Our goal, obviously, is to capture all of those theater nonstrategic 
nuclear weapons that Russia is directly or indirectly threatening to 
use at this very moment, and then with China to get—again, to put 
in place some mechanisms that will lead to strategic risk reduction. 

So the NPT Review Conference in August is going to be very im-
portant to that end. We have had some success in the U.N. First 
Committee in pushing norms of behavior in space. There is an 
open-ended working group that will go for a couple of years and 
that is also something that we can build on. 
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And, finally, at the very end of the year, there will be a review 
conference for the Biological Weapons Convention to which we have 
appointed a special envoy and the idea there is to break the dead-
lock, which is—has gone on now for about 20 years. 

We do not want to have a full negotiation of a protocol but we 
are looking at ways to strengthen the regime, perhaps through the 
creation of an expert group that would meet for a couple of years 
and try to come up with some practical measures. 

Thank you. 
Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you. I am particularly interested in 

what is happening looking at space because this is a new frontier, 
really, in terms of the potential to put weapons in space. 

And can you talk a little more about the progress that that re-
view committee is making? 

Mr. TURNER. Excuse me. 
When it comes to space, recently we had the Vice President 

which—who stated that we ourselves would no longer conduct anti- 
satellite—direct ascent anti-satellite destructive tests in space. So 
there is that problem. 

The Russians, as you know, conducted a test in mid November, 
which put many thousands of pieces of debris into space and which 
endangered the Space Station. So that is the sort of thing that we 
do not want to do. 

Over many, many years, Russia and China have put forward dif-
ferent kinds of treaty proposals that called for no first placement 
of weapons in outer space at the very same time that they are now 
sending satellites into space, which are capable of maneuvering be-
hind other satellites, which have fired projectiles into space, and 
then they have their direct ascent test. 

So the fact of the matter is is that countries are developing weap-
ons for use in space with the intent of denying the United States 
use of space or denying us some use of space over a long period of 
time. 

We depend more on space than many of—they do for our commu-
nications purposes. So this is a very serious issue. The proposal to 
develop norms of behavior in space is to develop something that 
would be parallel to what we have in the oceans or commercially 
in the air, which would—again, it will not solve the problem of 
what is happening in space but it will at least make it manageable. 

It will make it possible to distinguish commercial satellites from 
military satellites and, perhaps, develop some measures that you 
keep a certain distance from other satellites in order to avoid put-
ting yourself into a situation where that is perceived as a threat. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you very much. I look forward to hear-
ing more about the progress there. 

Ambassador Hartley, my last question is for you, and I think you 
have a unique perspective on this, having served as Ambassador to 
France and now looking at the position at the United Kingdom. 

As you know, we have a new security agreement with Australia, 
the United Kingdom, and the United States. It is known as 
AUKUS, and it takes a look at the opportunities for us to have an 
allied response to the growing threat from China and North Korea 
in the Indo-Pacific. 
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Can you talk about how important that is and what further op-
portunities we have to collaborate with AUKUS? 

Ambassador HARTLEY. I agree, Senator. I think AUKUS is an in-
credibly important agreement. It deepens our already strong rela-
tionship in terms of Five Eyes, particularly with the UK. 

But it also strengthens—gives us depth and ability to understand 
more about what is happening in the Indo-Pacific. UK recently, in 
their last integrated review, said that there was going to be a tilt 
in their government toward the Indo-Pacific, and we see them 
spending both more money and they have had various warships 
there over the last months. 

I think, for us, working with the UK and Australia will be very 
important and especially the technology component and, once 
again, I am not confirmed so I do not have a lot of information on 
this. But the technology component of this deal is going to be very, 
very important for us. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you. 
Senator Barrasso, you have no further questions, and I do not 

think there is anyone else waiting to come. So with that, I would 
like to thank all of our nominees today for your testimony and, 
again, for your willingness to serve the country. 

I look forward to working with each of you, should you be con-
firmed, and I know that we are all hoping that these nominations 
will move forward as expeditiously as possible because one of the 
lessons from the war in Ukraine is just how important it is for us 
to have ambassadors on the ground who can represent American 
interests. We do hope to be able to move these as quickly as pos-
sible. 

For the information of all senators, the record of this hearing will 
remain open until close of business tomorrow, Thursday, May 5th. 
To my colleagues on the committee, I hope that they will submit 
any questions during that time. 

And to the nominees, if you have any additional questions I urge 
you to answer those as fully and expeditiously as possible so that 
we can move forward with your nominations. 

With that, the hearing is adjourned and congratulations to all of 
you. 

[Whereupon, at 3:22 p.m., the hearing was adjourned.] 

Additional Material Submitted for the Record 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD 
SUBMITTED TO DR. BRUCE I. TURNER BY SENATOR JAMES E. RISCH 

Question. Just this January, Russia publicly affirmed that, ‘‘a nuclear war can 
never be won and must never be fought.’’ Since then, Russian leaders have issued 
more than a dozen threats of nuclear use against nations supporting Ukraine. Was 
Russia lying in January? Or are its current threats hollow? 

Answer. Russia’s rhetoric on nuclear use is inconsistent with the January P5 joint 
statement and totally unacceptable. At the same time, the United States has not 
seen any evidence that Russia is preparing to launch a nuclear attack. It is in all 
of our interests to maintain the 76-year plus record of non-use of nuclear weapons, 
and Russia should put into practice the sentiments of the January statement. 

Question. The administration believes China may be willing to engage in arms 
control discussions with the United States in order to protect its reputation. Do you 
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agree, given China’s tacit support of Russia in its unprovoked, unjustified war in 
Ukraine? 

Answer. While making the case that arms control that advances stability and pre-
dictability is in Beijing’s security interest, the United States will simultaneously 
marshal support from U.S. partners to impose diplomatic and reputational pressure 
on the People’s Republic of China (PRC) that counters its self-serving narrative 
about the ‘‘benign nature’’ of its nuclear build-up. Alone, reputational costs are un-
likely to force Beijing to the table. But together with a commitment to advance U.S. 
capabilities to defend against a range of PRC threats and maintain a credible and 
strong deterrent, the United States will help ensure Beijing understands that there 
is no benefit to be gained from refusing to engage. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD 
SUBMITTED TO DR. BRUCE I. TURNER BY SENATOR MARCO RUBIO 

Question. The Outer Space Treaty, which entered into force in 1967, prohibits the 
placement of nuclear weapons or weapons of mass destruction in space, and pro-
hibits the use of the moon or other celestial bodies for military purposes, but does 
not limit conventional armaments from being placed in orbit. In recent years, mili-
taries around the world have been preparing for future conflicts in space with the 
proliferation of space technologies such as anti-satellite weapons being developed 
and tested, most notably by Russia and China. That’s why this year I introduced 
the DEBRIS Act, which would help the United States enforce the provisions of the 
Outer Space Treaty through sanctions. 

• Do you support my DEBRIS Act of 2022 (S. 3925)? 
Answer. I share your concern regarding Russia’s and China’s development of anti- 

satellite capabilities. One of my priorities, if confirmed, will be to develop norms of 
responsible behavior to address security threats in outer space. I would build upon 
Vice President Harris’s April 18, 2022, announcement that the United States will 
not conduct destructive direct-ascent ASAT missile tests, such as the one Russia 
conducted in November 2021, and seek to establish this as an international norm. 

I understand that the administration is continuing to analyze your legislation. If 
confirmed, I would welcome the opportunity to work with you and your staff to 
strengthen the international response to anti-satellite tests and to develop tools to 
deter or hold to account those who carry out such tests.  

Question. How can the United States prevent space from becoming a war-fighting 
domain? 

Answer. The United States recognizes that states such as China and Russia in-
creasingly see space as a warfighting domain. The military doctrines of competitor 
nations identify space as critical to modern warfare and view the use of 
counterspace capabilities as a means both to reduce U.S. military effectiveness and 
to win future wars. Confrontation or conflict, however, is not inevitable. If con-
firmed, I look forward to working with U.S. interagency, including the Department 
of Defense and Intelligence Community, to engage diplomatically with allies, part-
ners and strategic competitors in order to enhance security and stability in outer 
space, including through the development of norms of responsible behavior. 

Question. Last year, the U.S. Department of Defense estimated that the People’s 
Republic of China (PRC) is dramatically accelerating expansion of its nuclear arse-
nal. It is now on track to amass 700 nuclear warheads by 2027 and 1,000 by 2030, 
which is double the estimates from last year. Unlike the old Soviet Union, the PRC 
is not restricted by arms control treaties with the United States. If we want to com-
pel the PRC to stop this dangerous pursuit of a large nuclear arsenal, we need to 
negotiate from a position of strength. President Biden’s decision to stop modernizing 
of our nuclear arsenal and his apparent intention to implement a ‘‘no first use,’’ 
‘‘sole use’’ or similar policy is the exact opposite of the approach we need. 

• Given the President’s nuclear policy, what leverage does the United States have 
to negotiate an arms control treaty with the PRC? 

Answer. The President recently approved the 2022 Nuclear Posture Review, which 
emphasizes maintaining a safe, secure, and effective nuclear deterrent and strong 
and credible extended deterrence commitments. Beijing should understand that 
there is no benefit or leverage to be gained from refusing to engage with us on re-
ducing risks. If confirmed, I commit to consulting Congress at an appropriate time 
on potential measures to be pursued with the PRC. 
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Question. If confirmed, what actions will you take through the conference on dis-
armament to encourage international action to stop the PRC’s nuclear weapons 
build-up? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will ensure that the member states of the Conference on 
Disarmament understand the facts behind the PRC’s buildup, the threat it poses to 
international security, and how this nuclear expansion stands in stark contrast with 
Beijing’s responsibility to work with all states to create a security environment more 
conducive to progress on disarmament. I will also continue to press for commence-
ment of negotiations on a Fissile Materials Cut-off Treaty (FMCT) and press for all 
states, including the PRC which has not done so, to declare and maintain moratoria 
on production of fissile material for use in nuclear weapons or other nuclear explo-
sive devices. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD 
SUBMITTED TO ALAN M. LEVENTHAL BY SENATOR JAMES E. RISCH 

Human Rights, Trafficking in Persons, and Religious Freedom 
Question. In the State Department’s 2021 Trafficking in Persons report, Denmark 

remained on Tier 2 due to a continued lack of prosecutions and convictions of sus-
pected human traffickers for a second year. 

• What is your assessment of this issue, and how can you encourage the Danish 
Government to increase their efforts to prosecute and convict suspected traf-
fickers? 

Answer. The State Department’s 2021 Trafficking in Persons Report placed Den-
mark on Tier 2, noting that the Government does not fully meet the minimum 
standards for the elimination of trafficking but is making significant efforts to do 
so. The Government did not meet minimum standards in several areas. However, 
the Danish Government works closely with the U.S. Government to address these 
issues. If confirmed, I will engage with the Danish Government to combat traf-
ficking in persons and address the recommendations in the Report, including as 
they relate to prosecutions and convictions and victim protection, and the lack of 
a non-punishment provision, which has resulted in some authorities prosecuting vic-
tims, including children, for unlawful acts traffickers compelled them to commit. 

Question. In the State Department’s 2020 International Religious Freedom report, 
it was noted that there were 61 percent more religiously motivated crimes in the 
last reporting period compared to the year before in Denmark. The majority of these 
crimes were committed against Muslims and Jews. 

• What is your assessment of religious freedom and societal/governmental respect 
for religious freedom in Denmark? 

Answer. The increase in religiously motivated crimes is of great concern and un-
fortunately something observed throughout Europe. The Government and people of 
Denmark generally have a high level of respect for religious freedom, and the Dan-
ish constitution guarantees the right of individuals to worship according to their be-
liefs. If confirmed, I would engage the Danish Government, members of parliament, 
religious leaders, and others to encourage an environment that respects the law and 
the rights of individuals. 

Question. If confirmed, how will you work with the Danish Government to address 
crimes against religious minorities? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would regularly engage with the Danish Government to 
discuss crimes against religious minorities, through meetings and outreach with my 
counterparts in the Government and throughout society. I would also ensure the 
Embassy regularly engages on this issue. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to personally meeting with members of civil 
society to discuss the importance of religious freedom? 

Answer. Yes. If confirmed, I commit to personally meeting with members of civil 
society on a regular basis to underscore the importance of religious freedom. 

Question. In the State Department’s 2020 Human Rights Report, Denmark was 
named has having no reports of significant human rights abuses. Despite the posi-
tive human rights environment, if confirmed, how can you continue to engage with 
civil society to bolster human rights and human rights defenders in country? 

Answer. Denmark is a strong partner of the United States in promoting human 
rights globally; the United States and Denmark regularly meet and coordinate on 
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human rights issues. The U.S. Embassy in Denmark engages with civil society in 
Denmark as part of its daily work. If confirmed, I would continue this engagement 
through regular outreach, meetings, and discussions with human rights defenders 
to advance shared values, including respect for human rights. Denmark has recently 
adopted a policy which would return Syrian refugees to Syria despite potential dan-
gers posed to them. 

Question. How will you engage the Government to ensure that refugees who are 
still in fear of persecution are not returned to Syria? 

Answer. Denmark’s decision to revoke the residency permits of certain Syrian asy-
lum seekers from Damascus is very concerning, though I understand that Denmark 
has not forcibly returned anyone to Syria at this time. If confirmed, I will work 
closely with Denmark on refugee policy to promote protection for Syrian refugees, 
and to help ensure they are treated fairly, and with dignity. I understand the U.N.’s 
assessment is that conditions inside Syria are not conducive to refugee returns at 
this time. 

Question. The Office of Multilateral Strategy and Personnel (MSP) in the State 
Department’s bureau of International Organizations is leading a whole-of-govern-
ment effort to identify, recruit, and install qualified, independent personnel at the 
U.N., including in elections for specialized bodies like the International Tele-
communications Union (ITU). There is an American candidate, Doreen Bodgan-Mar-
tin, who if elected would be the first American and first woman to lead the ITU. 
She is a tough race that will require early, consistent engagement across capitals 
and within the U.N. member states. 

• If confirmed, do you commit to demarching the Danish Government and any 
other counterparts necessary to communicate U.S. support of Doreen? 

Answer. Yes. If confirmed, I commit to engaging the Danish Government and rel-
evant counterparts as necessary to communicate U.S. support of Doreen Bogdan- 
Martin’s candidacy to lead the International Telecommunications Union and to vig-
orously delivering all official demarches in support of her. 

Question. If confirmed, how can you work with the International Organizations 
(IO) bureau and other stakeholders to identify, recruit, and install qualified Ameri-
cans in positions like the Junior Program Officer (JPO) program at the U.N.? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would coordinate closely with and engage the Inter-
national Organizations Bureau at the Department of State to ensure that the 
United States is readily able to identify, recruit, and install qualified Americans at 
the U.N. and in other specialized international bodies. 

Defense 
Question. Denmark announced it will gradually raise its defense spending over 

the next 10 years with the goal of reaching the 2 percent GDP threshold required 
for NATO members. 

• How will you work with the Danish Government to improve this timeline? 
Answer. The United States expects all Allies to fulfill their commitments under 

the Pledge on Defense Investment, as decided at the Wales NATO Summit in 2014 
and reaffirmed by Allied leaders several times since. Denmark announced a ‘‘na-
tional compromise on Danish security’’ March 6. In this compromise, Denmark an-
nounced it would spend two percent of GDP on defense by 2033. If confirmed, I will 
engage regularly to encourage Denmark to more rapidly meet its goal to reach the 
two percent GDP threshold for all NATO members. 

Question. How will you advise the Danish Government so that it spends its new 
defense funding on materiel and capabilities that provide maximum benefit to 
NATO’s collective defense. 

Answer. Denmark is a stalwart NATO Ally whose security is dependent on close 
transatlantic cooperation and the U.S. mutual security guarantee. Denmark and the 
United States already enjoy a very close and effective relationship in the military 
sphere. If confirmed, I would continue this close cooperation and coordination with 
the Government of Denmark through regular engagement with all appropriate coun-
terparts to encourage uses of Denmark’s new defense funding that will provide max-
imum benefit to NATO. 

Ukraine 
Question. Denmark has sent humanitarian and military assistance to Ukraine, 

and has even begun accepting Ukrainian refugees. 
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• How will you urge Denmark to continue its humanitarian and military assist-
ance to Ukraine? 

Answer. Danish leaders have strongly condemned Russia’s unprovoked and un-
justified war against Ukraine and voiced support for Ukraine’s sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity. Denmark has announced over $71 million in humanitarian assist-
ance and considerable military assistance to Ukraine. Denmark has said that over 
100,000 Ukrainian citizens could seek refuge in Denmark; already, over 25,000 
Ukrainian citizens have applied for temporary residency. Denmark has provided 
legal frameworks for Ukrainian citizens to be able to work and study while in Den-
mark. If confirmed, I would work daily with the Government of Denmark to ensure 
that Denmark continues its considerable assistance to Ukraine and that its assist-
ance is coordinated for maximum benefit. 

Greenland 
Question. Greenland, the traditionally neutral country that is under Danish sov-

ereignty, has faced more and more encroachment from Russia and China as they 
impose their interests in its area. 

• How will you work to promote U.S. and allied interests in Greenland in the 
North Atlantic with regard to Russian and Chinese expansionism? 

Answer. The reopening of the U.S. Consulate in Nuuk in 2020 after a 67-year hia-
tus is emblematic of the U.S. desire to broaden engagement with Greenland and to 
promote and protect U.S. and allies’ interests in the North Atlantic. The Kingdom 
of Denmark is clear-eyed about the People’s Republic of China (PRC) and Russia. 
The Governments of Denmark and Greenland have taken action to stave off prob-
lematic PRC investment activities in Greenland. Both Denmark’s and Greenland’s 
approach to Russia reached a turning point following Putin’s premediated, 
unprovoked, and unjustified war against Ukraine. At the same time, the U.S. Con-
sulate in Nuuk is actively engaged with the Government of Greenland to promote 
U.S. interests in Greenland and the North Atlantic, from promoting trade and in-
vestment to enhancing people-to-people ties. 

If confirmed, I would expand our engagement with Greenland through regular 
contacts with the Government and people of Greenland to further U.S. interests and 
combat problematic Russian and PRC activities in the region. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to visiting Greenland and the new U.S. con-
sulate in Nuuk, and making regular trips there? 

Answer. Yes. If confirmed, I commit to making regular trips to Greenland and to 
the U.S. Consulate in Nuuk to broaden and enhance the relationship between the 
United States and Greenland. 

China 
Question. To what extent and in what respects do you believe Danish industries 

are economically vulnerable in China? 
Answer. Denmark has one of the most advanced economies in the world and is 

highly dependent on foreign trade with exports comprising the largest component 
of GDP. Denmark adopted investment screening legislation in 2021 to prevent 
threats to national security or public order in Denmark. Denmark is clear eyed 
about People’s Republic of China (PRC) economic practices; it has labeled the PRC 
a ’’systemic rival’’ and welcomed increased U.S. engagement in Asia. If confirmed, 
I would regularly work with the Government of Denmark to address joint concerns 
about the PRC. 

Question. How will you engage with your Danish counterparts in areas such as 
addressing economic vulnerabilities, increasing economic resilience, and risks posed 
by China to shared economic security between the United States and Denmark? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would engage regularly with the Government of Denmark, 
business representatives from Denmark and other partner nations, and civil society 
to address risks that the PRC poses to shared economic security. Further, I would 
encourage increased investment in the United States, not only to enhance our eco-
nomic security, but also to provide good paying jobs for American citizens. 

Question. Researchers failing to disclose ties to the Chinese military, as well as 
universities transferring sensitive technology to China, are major problems in both 
the United States and European countries, including Denmark. Last year, the Uni-
versity of Copenhagen found that one of its professors failed to disclose ties to BGI 
Group and worked with a People’s Liberation Army laboratory. 

• If confirmed, will you commit to prioritizing China-Denmark technology and de-
fense partnerships that could undermine U.S. interests? 
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Answer. Yes. If confirmed, I commit to prioritizing U.S. interests with respect to 
People’s Republic of China (PRC) and Denmark technology and defense partnerships 
that could undermine U.S. interests. 

Syrian Refugees 
Question. Denmark, which has taken in over 30,000 Syrian refugees, has deter-

mined in some cases that Syria is safe for them to return, are revoking their refugee 
status and repatriating them. 

• Do you agree with the Danish Government’s assessment that Syrian refugees 
are safe to return home? 

Answer. Denmark’s decision to revoke the residency permits of some Syrian asy-
lum seekers from Damascus is very concerning, though I understand Denmark has 
not forcibly returned anyone to Syria at this time. I understand that the U.N.’s as-
sessment is that conditions inside Syria are not conducive to refugee returns at this 
time. 

Question. How will you work with the Danish Government to ensure the Syrian 
refugees’ interests and safety are prioritized? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will engage closely with the Government of Denmark and 
civil society organizations to promote protection for Syrian refugees, and to help en-
sure they are treated fairly and with dignity. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD 
SUBMITTED TO ALLAN M. LEVENTHAL BY SENATOR RON JOHNSON 

Question. On Feb. 7, 1997, the Wall Street Journal published a report ‘‘How 
Clintonites Built Fund-Raising Machine,’’ which suggested a $200 million contract 
between your company Energy Capital Partners and the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) was connected with significant donations you and 
others made to President Clinton’s reelection campaign. HUD cancelled the contract 
several days later and Energy Capital Partners sued for breach of contract, eventu-
ally recovering over $10 million in damages for lost profits. 

A subsequent August 25, 2000, article in The Washington Post reported the fol-
lowing regarding the Energy Capital Partners-HUD dispute: 

a. HUD officials said an ‘‘internal review concluded that the deal had been 
agreed to under improper circumstances in which political pressure was 
placed on career staff to give their assent. An inspector general report also 
said the structure of the program was illegal.’’ 

b. Former HUD deputy general counsel Howard Glaser, said that career officials 
had in fact been pressured to agree to the Energy Capital Partners deal. 

c. A March 1998 internal HUD report said ‘‘tremendous pressure was brought 
to bear by political appointees on career employees.’’ 

d. Glaser described the contract as ‘‘an unprecedented giveaway done with no 
competition and no bidding.’’ 

• Were you aware then or are you aware now of any political pressure placed on 
HUD officials to approve Energy Capital Partners (Energy Capital) Affordable 
Housing Energy Loan Program (AHELP) contract with HUD? If yes, was any 
of this pressure carried out at your behest or the behest of someone acting on 
your behalf? 

Answer. There is critical factual context required for a full and accurate under-
standing of this historical matter. Reference is made to two articles, the first in the 
Wall Street Journal, the second in The Washington Post. Significantly, the first ref-
erenced article was substantially corrected by the WSJ three days after it was pub-
lished. Based upon the initial, incorrect WSJ article referenced above, HUD termi-
nated the contract/agreement you have asked about. HUD then subsequently admit-
ted its liability for breach of the contract/agreement in a lawsuit Energy Capital 
Partners filed against HUD. 

The second article referenced above (Washington Post) was published after the 
U.S. Federal Court of Claims issued a 48-page decision entering judgment against 
HUD for over $10 million because of its admitted breach of the contract/agreement 
you have asked about. To my knowledge The Washington Post did not do any inde-
pendent investigating in doing its reporting. It simply quoted a non-career, HUD ap-
pointee and longtime associate of Secretary Cuomo who shared direct responsibility 
for directing HUD’s conduct, claiming that the Court’s decision would be overturned 
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on appeal. The Federal Circuit Court of Appeals affirmed HUD’s liability. Copies of 
both federal court decisions are attached. 

With this context, I confirm that I was not aware at the time, or now, of any polit-
ical pressure placed on HUD officials to approve Energy Capital Partners’ Afford-
able Housing Energy Loan Program contract with HUD, nor, specifically, am I 
aware, now or then, of any pressure carried out at my behest or the behest of some-
one acting on my behalf. 

Question. Did you discuss AHELP with President Clinton prior to securing the 
contract with HUD? If so, please describe what was said. 

Answer. No. 

Question. If nothing unethical had taken place, why did HUD cancel the contract 
with Energy Capital only days after the Feb. 1997 Wall Street Journal article? 

Answer. The reason stated by HUD for termination was the WSJ article ref-
erenced in Question 1 above. As noted above, that HUD termination letter failed 
to acknowledge the WSJ correction published three days after the article appeared, 
and as further noted above, HUD admitted its liability for breach of contract. See 
attached federal court decisions. 

Question. The contract allowed Energy Capital to include in its energy efficiency 
loans to HUD-managed properties what was referred to as a ‘‘springing subordi-
nated lien’’ and a ‘‘cross-default provision,’’ whereby Energy Capital would be al-
lowed to recover before the Federal Housing Administration in the event of a de-
fault. Please explain how Energy Capital secured such a beneficial program struc-
ture? Was there any precedent for such a mechanism in this type of government 
contract? If so, please provide other instances. 

Answer. Those provisions, and the reasons for them, are fully explained in the at-
tached decision of the Court of Federal Claims, at pp 7-9. I note that before being 
made part of the contract/agreement you have asked about, the provisions were the 
subject of fifteen months of negotiation, required by Fannie Mae, and reviewed by 
numerous federal lawyers and officials. As reflected in my understanding of the de-
cision of the Court of Claims the arrangement solicited and negotiated by HUD was 
intended by HUD to address its then unique requirements and HUD did not rely 
upon any precedents, one way or another, as the arrangement was not one based 
upon a standard form. 

Question. Please explain why you decided that detrimental reliance damages were 
insufficient in this case and instead sought damages for lost profits, which cost the 
American taxpayer over $10,000,000? 

Answer. Energy Capital Partners pursued the remedies to which it was entitled 
by law. The Court’s decision, attached, fully explains all the reasons for which all 
damages were awarded by the federal court. The Court’s decision states clearly how 
it arrived at a final judgment against HUD for $8.8 million (see Court of Appeals 
decision below). 
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1 Court records submitted by Alan M. Leventhal to expand upon his response to questions 
posed by Senators Johnson and Barrasso. 

Energy Capital Corp. v. The United States—United States Court of 
Federal Claims. No. 97-293C. Decided August 22, 2000.1 
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2 Court records submitted by Alan M. Leventhal to expand upon his response to questions 
posed by Senators Johnson and Barrasso. 

Energy Capital Corp. v. The United States—United States Court of 
Appeals, Federal Circuit. No. 01-5018. Decided August 14, 2002.2 
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RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD 
SUBMITTED TO ALAN M. LEVENTHAL BY SENATOR TODD YOUNG 

Question. As Finland and Sweden discuss closer cooperation with NATO, how do 
you view the role of Denmark within the NATO alliance? 

Answer. As a founding member of NATO, Denmark is a staunch and actively en-
gaged NATO Ally. Denmark was a valued contributor to NATO’s Resolute Support 
Mission in Afghanistan and currently leads NATO Mission Iraq. Closer to home, 
Denmark participates in the collective defense of the Alliance, including through 
training and exercises with Allies across NATO. Denmark also has long-standing co-
operation through the Nordic Defense Cooperation (NORDEFCO) framework that 
includes Finland and Sweden. Prime Minister Frederiksen has publicly stated that 
Denmark would support Finland and Sweden if they were to seek NATO member-
ship. If confirmed, I will work to further cooperation with Denmark to enhance our 
engagement on security issues. 

Question. What is your assessment of the strategic value of cooperation with Den-
mark on security and regional stability? 

Answer. Denmark is the only country that is a member of NATO, the EU, and 
the Arctic Council. As such, Denmark plays a vital role on security and regional sta-
bility, with influence from the Arctic to Southern Europe. Denmark also contributes 
to security across the globe; it currently leads NATO Mission Iraq and stood beside 
us in Afghanistan. Denmark has said the United States is its security partner of 
choice and in February, Denmark announced its readiness to begin negotiating a 
Defense Cooperation Agreement with the United States that would further deepen 
our security cooperation. If confirmed, I would continue this close coordination as 
we cooperate on security and regional stability. 

Question. What do you view are China’s interests in Greenland? How should the 
United States respond? 

Answer. The People’s Republic of China (PRC) has exhibited interest in Green-
land, particularly Greenland’s critical minerals and strategic transportation infra-
structure such as airports and ports. The Governments of Greenland and Denmark 
are clear eyed about PRC economic practices and have taken action to stave off 
problematic PRC investment activities in Greenland. If confirmed, I would continue 
to coordinate closely with the governments of Greenland and Denmark to ensure 
that we remain aware of PRC activities and plans and to encourage investment in 
Greenland by U.S. companies as an alternative to problematic PRC investments. 

Question. Are there opportunities to further expand our relationship with Green-
land through the new U.S. Consulate in Nuuk opened under President Trump? 

Answer. The reopening of the U.S. Consulate in Nuuk in 2020 after a 67-year hia-
tus is emblematic of the U.S. desire to deepen engagement with Greenland. The 
United States also relaunched the Joint Committee with Greenland in 2021 to struc-
ture cooperation. The Consulate in Nuuk is fully operational and is moving the rela-
tionship forward through engagement that encourages trade and investment, pro-
motes sound mining and energy sector governance, increases collaboration on global 
challenges like climate change, and seeks to strengthen educational and people-to- 
people ties. If confirmed, I would ensure that our engagement with Greenland 
through the Consulate in Nuuk remains robust as we deepen our relationship with 
Greenland. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD 
SUBMITTED TO CONSTANCE J. MILSTEIN BY SENATOR JAMES E. RISCH 

Question. In the State Department’s 2021 Trafficking in Persons report, Malta re-
mained on Tier 2 due to a continued lack of identification of victims, as well as a 
lack of prosecutions and convictions of suspected human traffickers. 

• What is your assessment of this issue, and how can you encourage the Maltese 
Government to increase their efforts to prosecute and convict suspected traf-
fickers? 

Answer. Malta does not fully meet the minimum standards for the elimination of 
trafficking, pursuant to the Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA). While Malta 
is making significant efforts to do so, if it is to make real progress, a whole-of-gov-
ernment approach—resulting in appreciable progress in protection, prosecution, and 
prevention—will be required. 
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If confirmed, I will encourage the Government of Malta to take concrete steps to 
address the recommendations from the 2021 Trafficking in Persons Report. Specifi-
cally, I will encourage the Government to increase their efforts to hold traffickers 
accountable, including complicit officials, implement effective and dissuasive pen-
alties for traffickers, and address gaps in victim identification and protection. 

Question. In the State Department’s 2020 International Religious Freedom report, 
societal and governmental respect for religious freedom was lacking, including the 
Government prolonging a request to build a new church for two years. In addition, 
religious minorities struggle to find equitable space to practice their religion.What 
is your assessment of religious freedom and societal/governmental respect for reli-
gious freedom in Malta? 

Answer. Freedom of religion and belief are important principles for me. Malta’s 
constitution establishes Roman Catholicism as the state religion but provides for 
freedom of conscience and religious worship and prohibits religious discrimination. 

I understand that in response to calls for access to cremation from religious mi-
norities in Malta, including the Hindu community, Malta passed a law legalizing 
cremation services in 2019. However, to date, the Maltese Government has failed 
to license a crematoria for the Hindu community’s use. In July 2021, the Govern-
ment announced plans to include a crematorium in an upcoming cemetery extension 
project. I also understand the Government has not acted on a Russian Orthodox ap-
plication, pending since 2017, to build a church, and that the Maltese Government 
has not implemented past proposals to offer voluntary Islamic religious education 
in state schools. 

Question. If confirmed, how will you work with the Maltese Government on these 
issues? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with the expertise and support of Embassy 
Valletta to engage across the Maltese Government to promote respect for freedom 
of religion and belief and ensure continued progress on ensuring the rights of mem-
bers of religious minority groups. I will also continue Embassy Valletta’s work to 
promote freedom of religion or belief through broad-based engagement with religious 
and civil society actors, opinion pieces in the media, and outreach on social media. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to personally meeting with members of civil 
society to discuss the importance of religious freedom? 

Answer. If confirmed, I am committed to personally working with civil society to 
advocate for freedom of religion and belief for members of all religious groups and 
supporting efforts of all faith communities to collectively advocate on religious free-
dom issues. Embassy Valletta has an important role to play in ensuring robust en-
gagement with civil society on religious freedom. Embassy officials regularly meet 
with representatives from a wide variety of religious groups to broaden under-
standing of and messaging on freedom of religion and belief. 

Question. In the State Department’s 2020 Human Rights Report, Malta was noted 
for having significant human rights abuses including unlawful detention and high- 
levels of corruption.If confirmed, how will you engage with the Maltese Government 
on these issues? 

Answer. The United States and Malta work closely together to improve human 
rights and rule of law in the country. Specifically, this includes judicial reform and 
transparency in the financial sector, press freedom, and the treatment of migrants. 
We also work together to counter transnational crime, gender-based violence, and 
trafficking in persons. 

An independent public inquiry on the 2017 murder of Daphne Caruana Galizia, 
an important Maltese investigative journalist, revealed a culture of impunity sup-
ported by individuals in positions of significant power. Impunity fuels corruption. 
The newly elected Government of Malta’s acceptance of the findings of the inquiry 
and commitment to implement the inquiry’s recommendations to address the culture 
of impunity through legal action and rule of law reforms are good signs, but more 
work remains. 

If confirmed, I will encourage Malta to continue to seek justice for Daphne 
Caruana Galizia and rebuild trust in its legal system. I will also continue U.S. sup-
port for Malta’s rule of law reforms and implement programs focused on press free-
dom. 

Question. If confirmed, how can you continue to engage with civil society to bolster 
human rights and human rights defenders in country? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will continue Embassy Valletta’s engagement with civil so-
ciety to support human rights and human rights defenders across the country. I will 
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also continue Embassy Valletta’s work to emphasize the importance of a free and 
independent press, to support the work of independent journalists, and to strength-
en their profile as anti-corruption advocates. 

Question. In this report, there were allegations that the Maltese Government de-
layed safe disembarkation of refugees at sea and then forcibly returned them to 
Libya. If confirmed, do you commit to encouraging the Maltese Government to not 
commit refoulément of refugees? 

Answer. If confirmed, I commit to encouraging the Maltese Government to uphold 
its international non-refoulement obligations. Although migrant arrivals by boat 
have dropped since 2019, Malta continues to highlight this issue and its potential 
impact on the country. If confirmed, I will continue to work with the Maltese Gov-
ernment, international organizations, and NGOs to humanely address issues associ-
ated with irregular migration. 

Question. The Office of Multilateral Strategy and Personnel (MSP) in the State 
Department’s bureau of International Organizations is leading a whole-of-govern-
ment effort to identify, recruit, and install qualified, independent personnel at the 
U.N., including in elections for specialized bodies like the International Tele-
communications Union (ITU). There is an American candidate, Doreen Bodgan-Mar-
tin, who if elected would be the first American and first woman to lead the ITU. 
She is a tough race that will require early, consistent engagement across capitals 
and within the U.N. member states. 

• If confirmed, do you commit to demarching the Maltese Government and any 
other counterparts necessary to communicate U.S. support of Doreen? 

Answer. Doreen Bogdan-Martin is a forward-looking, inclusive, and globally recog-
nized leader, and would be the right leader at the right time for the ITU. She is 
already leading efforts as Director of ITU’s Telecommunication Development Bureau 
to transform the global digital landscape to improve connectivity, close gaps in infra-
structure, elevate youth voices, and make the digital future more inclusive and sus-
tainable for all. If confirmed, I will work closely with the Bureau of International 
Organizations (IO) to support Ms. Bogdan-Martin’s candidacy and encourage Malta 
to vote for her for ITU Secretary-General. 

Question. If confirmed, how can you work with the International Organizations 
(IO) bureau and other stakeholders to identify, recruit, and install qualified Ameri-
cans in positions like the Junior Program Officer (JPO) program at the U.N.? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will prioritize working with all stakeholders to promote 
the employment of qualified U.S. citizens who are able to advance American prior-
ities such as innovation, ethical standards, transparency, and accountability at 
international organizations, while bringing important skills and specializations. I 
believe the JPO program offers a unique opportunity for the United States to invest 
in the career development of qualified young Americans and will make needed 
progress in expanding the number and distribution of Americans working in inter-
national organizations. If confirmed, I will actively support efforts by the Depart-
ment of State to identify opportunities for JPOs. 

Question. How do you plan on leading the fight against corruption in Malta within 
the U.S. Embassy? 

Answer. Corruption inflicts substantial costs upon the economy, society, and secu-
rity of a country and undermines rule of law and citizens’ faith in their Government. 
This directly impacts U.S. national security, economic, and foreign policy interests. 
If confirmed, I will work with Embassy Valletta, our partners throughout the U.S. 
Government, and the Maltese Government to combat corruption and promote the 
rule of law. 

On December 22, 2021, the State Department publicly designated two former sen-
ior Maltese officials, Keith Schembri, Chief of Staff to the former Prime Minister, 
and Konrad Mizzi, former Minister for Energy and the Conservation of Water, 
under Section 7031(c) of the Department of State, Foreign Operations, and Related 
Programs Appropriations Act, 2021, prohibiting them and their immediate family 
members’ travel to the United States, due to their involvement in significant corrup-
tion. These publicly announced designations reinforce the U.S. Government’s com-
mitment to combatting corruption globally and send a strong signal that the United 
States will continue to act against corruption. 

I am pleased that the Government of Malta has outlined the specific goals of 
fighting corruption, including increasing transparency of ultimate beneficial owners, 
ensuring the integrity of public officials, and implementing a national anti-fraud 
and corruption strategy as part of its Summit for Democracy commitments. If con-
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firmed, I will work closely with the Government to support these important efforts 
to counter corruption. 

Question. What can the United States do to support anti-corruption efforts in 
Malta? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will continue U.S. support for Malta’s rule of law reforms 
and implement programs focused on tackling corruption in all its forms. This in-
cludes supporting the work Embassy Valletta is doing with our partners in the Mal-
tese Government and civil society to promote systemic rule of law reform focused 
on countering corruption.I also understand that the Department of State is using 
all available tools to promote accountability for corruption globally, including Sec-
tion 7031(c) visa restrictions and, in consultation with the Department of Treasury, 
financial sanctions authorities such as Global Magnitsky Act. If confirmed, I will 
fully support the U.S. Government’s use of all appropriate tools to combat global 
corruption. 

Question. How will you encourage the Maltese Government to ensure its economy 
is not used as a haven for ill-gotten gains and money laundering? 

Answer. In June 2021, the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), an international 
standard-setting body focused on anti-money laundering and combating the financ-
ing of terrorism (AML/CFT), placed Malta on its list of Jurisdictions Under In-
creased Monitoring (also known as the grey list), for reasons including its flawed 
approach to ultimate beneficial ownership information and insufficient investiga-
tions into and prosecutions of financial crimes including tax evasion. 

I understand that Embassy Valletta has welcomed Treasury, Department of Jus-
tice (DOJ), State Department Bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforce-
ment (INL), and U.S. law enforcement experts’ assistance to address Malta’s rule 
of law deficiencies. This assistance aided in Malta’s continued implementation of the 
FATF Action Plan, and helped improve Malta’s financial regulatory, investigative, 
policing, and prosecutorial mechanisms to tackle evolving money laundering and il-
licit finance related risk. I also understand that a U.S. Department of Justice re-
gional legal advisor embedded at Embassy Valletta worked with the Maltese au-
thorities to draw up a roadmap for improving criminal justice procedures, stream-
lining critical evidentiary procedures, building capacity, and implementing new 
measures to deter money laundering. 

If confirmed, I will lead Embassy Valletta’s work harnessing the U.S. Government 
interagency to work with our partners in the Maltese Government and civil society 
to promote systemic rule of law reform to strengthen Malta financial regulatory en-
vironment and improve Malta’s efforts to counter money laundering. 

Question. Wealthy Chinese, Russian, and other nationals continue to purchase 
citizenship in Malta, despite protestations from the EU. What are your views on 
this issue, and how would you engage with the government with Malta on it? 

Answer. The potential for abuse by bad actors is concerning. While the EU has 
lodged objections, the Government of Malta insists its citizenship by investment pro-
gram is a matter of national sovereignty and has thus far been unwilling to end 
the program. 

It is my understanding that Malta has recently taken several important steps to 
prevent bad actors from using this program. Specifically, I understand Malta has 
reworked the program, increasing the vetting of applicants and raising the financial 
bar for investment. In response to Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine, 
Malta also publicly announced suspension of applications for citizenship and resi-
dency by applicants who are nationals of the Russian Federation or Belarus. I also 
understand that Malta has taken steps to strip Maltese citizenship from a Russian 
Federation dual national sanctioned by the United States. 

If confirmed, I would work with the Government of Malta to highlight the evolv-
ing risks of its citizenship by investment program and encourage the most rigorous 
vetting possible of citizenship applicants. This includes preventing Russia’s elites 
and their family members with ties to the Putin regime or anyone involved in sup-
porting Russia’s unprovoked and unjustifiable war against Ukraine from seeking 
loopholes to evade sanctions or other restrictions. 

Question. Malta has not been very forthcoming in offering assistance to Ukraine, 
which was recently invaded by Russia. 

• Why do you believe that Malta has not undertaken to support Ukraine more? 
Answer. I understand that Malta has supported strong EU sanctions and taken 

other independent measures to isolate Putin’s regime in response to Russia’s un-
justified and unconscionable war against Ukraine. In addition, I understand Malta 
is providing humanitarian aid to Ukraine, including medicines and medical equip-
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ment, and welcoming refugees from Ukraine to Malta in accordance with EU com-
mitments and in line with the neutrality clause outlined in their constitution. 

Question. If confirmed, what actions will you take to persuade Malta to contribute 
more to the international effort to support Ukraine? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with the Maltese Government to ensure that 
all diligence is taken to prevent anyone involved in supporting Russia’s unprovoked 
and unjustifiable war against Ukraine from evading sanctions or other restrictions. 
I would also encourage Malta to offer as much humanitarian assistance as possible 
to help the people of Ukraine. 

Question. Malta continues to be a safe haven for Russian oligarchs who seek to 
evade the international sanctions regime against Russia, Putin, and his crony 
oligarchs. How do you plan to engage with the Maltese Government to increase its 
focus and resources on sanctions implementation and enforcement? 

Answer. I understand that Malta has supported strong EU sanctions and taken 
other independent measures to isolate Putin’s regime in response to Russia’s un-
justified and unconscionable war against Ukraine. 

If confirmed, I will work with the Maltese Government to ensure that all diligence 
is used to prevent anyone involved in supporting Russia’s brutal, unprovoked, and 
unjustifiable war from evading sanctions or other restrictions. I would ensure that 
Embassy Valletta engages with the U.S. interagency to ensure that we can provide 
Malta with the support it needs to vigorously enforce sanctions against Russia. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD 
SUBMITTED TO CONSTANCE J. MILSTEIN BY SENATOR MARCO RUBIO 

Question. Malta is one of the few countries to maintain a ‘‘golden visa’’ program, 
where Maltese citizenship is conferred to anyone who invests at least 750,000 euros 
in the Maltese economy. For the millionaires and billionaires that prop up the re-
gimes in Moscow and Beijing or the leaders of transnational criminal organizations, 
this is very small sum to pay to enjoy all the benefits democracies confer. Immigra-
tion into the United States is much easier for Maltese citizens than it is for Russian 
and Chinese citizens. Without serious vetting and oversight, golden visa programs 
mean that war criminals and corrupt businessmen could be living here in the 
United States. 

• Do you have concerns with Malta’s golden visa program and its abuse by cor-
rupt actors and organized crime? Why or why not? 

Answer. The potential for abuse by corrupt actors and organized crime is con-
cerning. While the EU has lodged objections, the government of Malta insists its 
citizenship by investment program is a matter of national sovereignty and has thus 
far been unwilling to end the program. 

It is my understanding that Malta has recently taken several important steps to 
prevent bad actors from using this program. Specifically, I understand Malta has 
reworked the program, increasing the vetting of applicants and raising the financial 
bar for investment. In response to Russia’s war of aggression in Ukraine, Malta 
publicly announced suspension of applications for citizenship and residency by Rus-
sian and Belarusian applicants. I also understand that Malta has taken steps to 
strip Maltese citizenship from a Russian dual national sanctioned by the United 
States. 

If confirmed, I would work diligently with our partners in the Maltese Govern-
ment and civil society to champion rule of law to fight corruption. 

Question. If confirmed, what steps will you take to protect the United States so 
that individuals who have taken advantage of the golden visa system are unable to 
immigrate here? 

Answer. If confirmed, my top priority would be to ensure the safety and security 
of U.S. citizens and of the United States. I would continue our strong coordination 
efforts with our partners in the Maltese Government to ensure U.S. consular officers 
and U.S. law enforcement officials have the right information to effectively vet all 
individuals seeking to enter the United States from Malta. I understand that the 
United States has a strong relationship with Maltese law enforcement. If confirmed, 
I would seek to deepen these partnerships. 

Any foreign citizen seeking to enter the United States, whether to visit or to im-
migrate, must meet strict legal requirements and pass extensive security vetting. 
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Question. If confirmed, how would you encourage Malta to reform its golden visa 
system? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would work with the Government of Malta to highlight 
the evolving risks of its citizenship by investment program and ensure the most rig-
orous vetting possible of citizenship applicants. This includes preventing Russia’s 
elites and their family members with ties to the Putin regime or anyone involved 
in supporting Russia’s unprovoked and unjustifiable war from seeking loopholes to 
evade sanctions or other restrictions. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD 
SUBMITTED TO HON. JANE HARTLEY BY SENATOR JAMES E. RISCH 

Question. If confirmed, will you commit to working with our UK partners to en-
sure sufficient burden sharing in response to historic levels of food insecurity and 
for advancing the global health security of our respective citizens and partners? 

Answer. The United States has made clear global food security is a top priority 
issue, including for the United States’ May presidency of the U.N. Security Council. 
This issue is even more urgent in light of Russia’s unconscionable war against 
Ukraine. I understand Secretary Blinken will chair a Security Council open debate 
on May 19 to examine the nexus between conflict and food security. While much 
more remains to be done to end the COVID–19 pandemic and manage its impacts, 
the UK spent over $2 billion in 2020 and 2021 on COVID–19 response, and in 2022 
made new commitments and hosted the Global Pandemic Preparedness Summit, 
raising over $1.5 billion for CEPI. If confirmed, I will work with our UK partners 
to ensure burden sharing that enables a robust response to food insecurity around 
the world, and to advance the global security of our citizens and partners. 

Question. In the State Department’s 2021 Trafficking in Persons report, the 
United Kingdom was again ranked as Tier 1 due to serious and sustained efforts 
to meet the minimum standards to eliminate trafficking. However, there were some 
instances in which the Government penalized victims for unlawful acts traffickers 
compelled them to commit. 

• If confirmed, how will you work with the UK Government to address these 
issues? 

Answer. The UK prioritizes the protection of human rights and introduced The 
Modern Slavery Act in 2015 to strengthen laws to prosecute and convict human 
traffickers, increase protections for survivors, and impose reporting requirements to 
prevent forced labor in organizations’ operations and supply chains. The annual 
Trafficking in Persons report makes clear, however, that countering human traf-
ficking around the world requires ongoing effort and progress. The 2021 rec-
ommendations to the UK include ensuring victims are not penalized for unlawful 
acts their traffickers compelled them to commit, and if confirmed I would work with 
UK legislators, law enforcement, and immigration authorities to encourage contin-
ued improvement on this and the other recommendations in the TIP report to com-
bat human trafficking and work to create a more fair, equitable world. 

Question. In the prioritized recommendations for the UK, the Department empha-
sized robust prosecutorial and conviction efforts of suspected traffickers, especially 
in Scotland and Northern Ireland. If confirmed, do you commit to raising the 
prioritized recommendations with the local governments in Scotland and Northern 
Ireland to increase their prosecutorial efforts? 

Answer. The Embassy in London and the Consulates General in Edinburgh and 
Belfast have regular contact with both national and local officials. If confirmed, I 
commit to raising the prioritized recommendations with appropriate national and 
local officials across the UK, including in Scotland and Northern Ireland, to urge 
them to increase their prosecutorial efforts. 

Question. In the State Department’s 2020 International Religious Freedom report, 
the U.S. Embassy in the UK had robust engagement with government officials, po-
litical parties, and religious groups to advance religious freedom issues. The 2020 
report also observed the first decline in religiously motivated hate crimes in Eng-
land and Wales in roughly the last ten years. 

• What is your assessment of religious freedom and societal/governmental respect 
for religious freedom in the UK? 

Answer. It is encouraging to see a decline in religiously motivated hate crimes in 
England and Wales in 2020. However, according to the 2020 International Religious 
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Freedom Report, rates of religiously motivated hate crimes remained higher than 
in recent previous years, indicating a need for continued efforts to promote religious 
tolerance. If confirmed as Ambassador, I would work with the UK Government to 
ensure continued progress to advance both societal and governmental respect for re-
ligious freedom in the UK. 

Question. If confirmed, how will you work with the UK Government on these 
issues? 

Answer. The UK is a strong partner on advancing religious freedom issues, and 
in July 2022 will host a ministerial to promote freedom of religion and belief. If con-
firmed, I would work with the expertise and support of the staff of Mission UK, to 
engage across the UK Government, including with the Prime Minister’s Special 
Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief, the Independent Advisor on Antisemitism, 
and the Equality and Human Rights Commission to advance religious freedom 
issues and ensure continued progress on issues such as reducing religiously moti-
vated hate crimes. 

Question. How can you build upon this work to ensure robust engagement with 
civil society? 

Answer. The U.S. Mission to the UK has an important role to play to ensure ro-
bust engagement with civil society on religious freedom matters. Embassy officials 
regularly meet with representatives from a wide variety of religious groups to broad-
en understanding of and messaging on freedom of religion and belief. If confirmed, 
I will work with civil society to advocate for religious freedom for members of all 
religious groups, and support efforts of all faith communities to collectively advocate 
on religious freedom issues. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to personally meeting with members of civil 
society to discuss the importance of religious freedom? 

Answer. In my previous post as Ambassador, I made it a priority to personally 
meet with members of faith communities and civil society to discuss the importance 
of religious freedom and gain a broad understanding of views across the country, 
including through hosting events for significant religious holidays. If confirmed, I 
commit to personally meeting with members of civil society to discuss the impor-
tance of religious freedom. 

Question. In the State Department’s 2020 Human Rights Report, the UK had no 
reports of significant human rights abuses and there were mechanisms in place to 
identify and punish officials who may commit them. 

• Despite the positive human rights environment, if confirmed, how can you con-
tinue to engage with civil society to bolster human rights and human rights de-
fenders in country? 

Answer. The UK is a committed leader on the protection and promotion of human 
rights. For example, the UK is the current co-chair of the Equal Rights Coalition, 
a grouping of 42 countries that work on rights of LGBTQI+ persons and will host 
a global conference on rights of LGBTQI+ persons in in June 2022. However, as cur-
rent events around the world make clear, we cannot take human rights for granted. 
If confirmed, I will continue to engage with the UK Government and with civil soci-
ety across the UK to bolster human rights and human rights defenders across the 
country including engaging with NGOs to counter discrimination and hate crimes. 

Question. The Office of Multilateral Strategy and Personnel (MSP) in the State 
Department’s bureau of International Organizations is leading a whole-of-govern-
ment effort to identify, recruit, and install qualified, independent personnel at the 
U.N., including in elections for specialized bodies like the International Tele-
communications Union (ITU). There is an American candidate, Doreen Bodgan-Mar-
tin, who if elected would be the first American and first woman to lead the ITU. 
She is a tough race that will require early, consistent engagement across capitals 
and within the U.N. member states. 

• If confirmed, do you commit to demarching the UK Government and any other 
counterparts necessary to communicate U.S. support of Doreen? 

Answer. Doreen Bogdan-Martin is a forward-looking, inclusive, and globally recog-
nized leader, and would be the right leader at the right time for the ITU. She is 
already leading efforts as Director of ITU’s Telecommunication Development Bureau 
to transform the global digital landscape to improve connectivity, close gaps in infra-
structure, elevate youth voices, and make the digital future more inclusive and sus-
tainable for all. If confirmed, I will commit to supporting her candidacy whole-
heartedly on behalf of the United States, including demarching the UK Government 
and other counterparts as necessary to communicate U.S. support for her candidacy. 
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Question. If confirmed, how can you work with the International Organizations 
(IO) bureau and other stakeholders to identify, recruit, and install qualified Ameri-
cans in positions like the Junior Program Officer (JPO) program at the U.N.? 

Answer. It is imperative the officers of the U.N. maintain strong commitments to 
the U.N.’s founding principles, including respect for the international order, resolu-
tion of disputes by peaceful means, and respect for human rights and fundamental 
freedoms. If confirmed, I would coordinate closely with the IO bureau and other 
stakeholders to support efforts to identify, recruit, and install qualified Americans 
at the U.N., including in positions like the Junior Program Officer program. 

Question. How will you coordinate U.S. and UK responses to the war in Ukraine 
with regard to: security assistance, sanctions, humanitarian aid, refugees, and diplo-
macy? 

Answer. The United States has engaged in robust cooperation with the UK and 
other close partners, including bilaterally and multilaterally through NATO and the 
G7 to garner support for and coordinate strong united responses to Putin’s brutal 
war in Ukraine. On security assistance, the UK has led two separate donor con-
ferences for defense colleagues to corral and coordinate assistance and combine the 
U.S. and UK has provided billions of dollars in security assistance. On sanctions, 
the United States and the UK share common views and approaches on many sanc-
tions, and the UK has made more than 1,400 designations since the beginning of 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. If confirmed, I will work with the Department and 
Mission UK to continue close coordination between U.S. and UK security assistance, 
sanctions, humanitarian aid, refugees, and diplomacy in response to Moscow’s war 
against Ukraine. 

Question. Russian oligarchs and officials hold large amounts of wealth in the UK. 
How can the UK limit the Russian influences embedded in its economy? 

Answer. I have seen how the UK has been in lockstep with the United States on 
exacting military, economic, and political costs for Putin’s war in Ukraine, including 
taking significant steps to root out Russian illicit finance and sources of revenue for 
Putin in the UK. The UK Government also has imposed severe financial sanctions 
on President Putin, his inner circle, Russian oligarchs, and all who enable and fuel 
this war of choice—more than 1400 designations. In March, the UK enacted the 
Economic Crimes Act, making it easier to sanction groups of corrupt individuals, 
and harder for them to hide their money in the UK, particularly in real estate. Also 
in March, the UK announced it would phase out all imports of Russian oil by the 
end of 2022. There remains more work to be done, and if confirmed, I will advocate 
strongly for further measures to limit Russian influence in the UK economy, such 
as through robust use of the UK’s new investment screening law. 

Question. How can the U.S. urge or help the UK to identify and appropriately 
freeze or seize Russian assets in their jurisdiction? 

Answer. While I am not privy to the specifics, I understand the United States and 
the UK maintain robust law enforcement cooperation multilaterally, including 
through the Five Eyes partnership, and bilaterally on a broad range of law enforce-
ment matters. In March the G7, including the UK, launched the Russian Elites, 
Proxies, and Oligarchs (REPO) Task Force to identify and seize assets, including 
boats, planes, helicopters, real estate, and potentially art or other property. Each 
member jurisdiction uses its respective national authorities to collect and share in-
formation to enable U.S. and partner actions. If confirmed, I will work to maintain 
and develop cooperation, including through the law enforcement agencies rep-
resented at Mission UK, to provide the appropriate information to help the UK iden-
tify and appropriately freeze or seize Russian assets in their jurisdiction. 

Question. How can we message that although the UK has made great contribu-
tions to counter Russia, it still needs to confront the difficult problem of the vast 
Russian wealth in its economy? 

Answer. The UK has made incredible contributions to the effort to counter Putin’s 
unjustified and brutal war in Ukraine. UK Prime Minister Johnson recognized in 
his May 3 speech to the Ukrainian parliament the West had been ‘‘too slow’’ to 
grasp the threat, acknowledging more needed to be done. If confirmed, I will engage 
directly with senior UK officials to advocate for continued and amplified efforts to 
root out illicit Russian finance in the UK through tools such as the Economic 
Crimes Act and to enforce strong protections against undue foreign influence, such 
as through the UK’s investment screening law, the National Security and Invest-
ment Act. 
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Question. Brexit has necessitated changes in U.S.-UK relations as the UK is 
longer part of the EU. What challenges do you anticipate in maintaining consistency 
between U.S.-UK and U.S.-EU relations? 

Answer. Transatlantic peace, security, and prosperity are best served by a strong 
UK, a strong EU, and the closest possible relationship between the two. The United 
States has a special relationship with the UK and an indispensable partnership 
with the EU, and if confirmed I will work to ensure these allies will continue to 
be the United States’ partners of first resort on a range of shared priorities. If con-
firmed, I will work closely with UK officials and with Washington to maintain con-
sistency on U.S.-UK relations, which continue to provide new opportunities for 
growth resulting from the UK’s internationally focused ‘‘Global Britain’’ policies. 
While the U.S. Ambassador to the EU will lead on U.S.-EU relations, I will consult 
closely with him to support his efforts to maintain consistency in the transatlantic 
relationship. If confirmed, I look forward to working to address the range of global 
challenges as the UK and the EU continue to adjust to their new post-Brexit rela-
tionship. 

Question. How will you coordinate diplomatic strategy with the U.S. Ambassador 
to the EU? 

Answer. Close cooperation and coordination between the U.S. Embassy in London, 
U.S. Consulate General in Belfast, and U.S. Mission to the European Union are 
vital to ensure the Department of State and the U.S. Government are speaking with 
one voice and understand the complexities of a changing UK-EU relationship and 
its implications for transatlantic relations more broadly. If confirmed, I will consult 
closely and regularly with U.S. Ambassador to the EU Mark Gitenstein on these 
issues and encourage the Embassy team to maintain close contact at all levels with 
their colleagues at the U.S. Mission to the EU. 

Question. The fate of the Northern Ireland Protocol is still uncertain, how will you 
work with the UK’s foreign ministry to protect U.S. interests in the Irish-UK trade 
relationship? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with Her Majesty’s Government to encourage 
all parties to prioritize political and economic stability and to resolve their dif-
ferences through continued dialogue. I would emphasize the need to ensure any 
steps taken do not undermine the progress made since the Belfast/Good Friday 
Agreement. The United States has a special relationship with the UK and an indis-
pensable partnership with the EU, and if confirmed I will work to ensure both con-
tinue to be the United States’ partners of first resort on a range of shared priorities. 

Question. How will you coordinate diplomatic strategy with the U.S. Ambassador 
to Ireland? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with my counterpart at the U.S. Embassy in 
Dublin on a range of issues, including supporting the Belfast/Good Friday Agree-
ment. I will also coordinate with the U.S. Ambassador to the EU on issues such as 
the Northern Ireland Protocol. 

Question. Britain is facing a severe energy crisis, which has only been com-
pounded by the recent decision to phase out Russian imports. 

• What are the greatest problems the UK currently faces due to energy? 
Answer. Domestic issues in addition to the spike in energy demand as the UK 

economy opened after the pandemic and disruptions to the global energy market 
caused by Putin’s invasion of Ukraine have contributed to rising energy prices in 
the UK. The UK’s energy policy is driven by its commitment to reaching net zero 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 and it has made significant investments in re-
newable energy, including offshore wind. The UK is a net importer of crude oil and 
natural gas and has announced it will stop most overseas oil and gas project finan-
cial support and advocacy. In March, the UK announced it would phase out all im-
ports of Russian oil by the end of 2022. With this established, the UK is better posi-
tioned than most in the region as it only imports five percent of its natural gas sup-
plies from Russia. Further, approximately eight percent of UK oil imports came 
from Russia in 2021. While better positioned to phase out Russian oil and natural 
gas, this will not mean the UK is insulated from price shocks or demand spikes 
across the region. Additionally, more than half of the UK’s operating nuclear reac-
tors are reaching the end of their operating life and are set to close by mid-2024, 
removing a large share of zero emissions power generation. 

Question. How can the U.S. help the UK solve this crisis? 
Answer. The UK has been a leader in efforts to mobilize private finance for re-

newable and net-zero energy, including through their leadership of COP26. Further, 
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on the UK’s aging nuclear fleet, Her Majesty’s Government (HMG) plans to approve 
a new reactor each year until 2030, with the aim of having all operational by 2050. 
They will be looking for international partners. If confirmed, I will work with Mis-
sion UK and Her Majesty’s Government to continue to identify opportunities to mo-
bilize financing for energy generation and identify and support alternate sources of 
energy. 

Question. How will you balance your messaging to Britain on the need to invest 
in clean energy while also maintaining energy stability and security? 

Answer. The UK’s April 2022 Energy Security Strategy identifies the need bal-
ance investment in clean energy and maintaining energy stability and security. If 
confirmed, I will work with the UK to identify avenues to support additional and 
expedited investment in clean energy and to improve energy stability and security. 

Northern Ireland 
Question. There have been reports that the UK will seek to abandon the Northern 

Ireland Protocol as there has so far been no success in creating a sustainable solu-
tion to trade in the region. 

• As Ambassador, how will you protect U.S. trade interests as they relate to Ire-
land and the UK? 

Answer. The U.S. priority remains protecting the gains of the Belfast/Good Friday 
Agreement, and peace, stability, and prosperity for the people of Northern Ireland. 
I understand the UK is concerned about the implementation of the Northern Ireland 
Protocol and recognize this is a bilateral issue between the UK and EU. If con-
firmed, I will encourage all parties to prioritize political and economic stability and 
to resolve their differences through continued dialogue. I would emphasize the need 
to ensure any steps taken do not undermine the progress made since the Belfast/ 
Good Friday Agreement. 

Question. How will you work to uphold the Northern Ireland Peace Process 
throughout any Brexit and NI Protocol related negotiations? 

Answer. Northern Ireland has made tremendous progress since the 1998 Belfast/ 
Good Friday Agreement. I understand the United States has encouraged the EU 
and UK to continue engaging in dialogue that will enhance the prospect for long- 
term and provide positive solutions that give Northern Ireland businesses and peo-
ple the confidence to continue to improve their economy. If confirmed, I will do the 
same. 

Question. What is the status of the W93 warhead program, and its relationship 
with British nuclear modernization? 

Answer. Although I am aware of the W93 modernization program and our co-
operation with the UK on strategic nuclear deterrence, I am not a government offi-
cial and have not been briefed on the latest information. If confirmed I will promote 
continued close defense cooperation with the United Kingdom. 

Question. Russia is increasing its nuclear threats against the UK, to include a re-
cent threat on state television to employ the Poseidon nuclear drone to cause a ra-
dioactive flood across Ireland, the UK, and coastal France. How is the U.S. sup-
porting the UK in countering such threats? Does U.S. policy guidance to ‘‘reduce the 
role of nuclear weapons in our strategy,’’ and budget requests to divest capabilities 
such as the submarine-launched cruise missile—nuclear (SLCM-N) in effect reward 
such threats, and embolden Russia to deliver more? 

Answer. The fundamental role of U.S. nuclear weapons is to deter nuclear attack 
on the United States, U.S. allies, and partners, including the United Kingdom. Our 
alliances are a tremendous source of strength and a unique advantage for the 
United States; the administration is reinvesting in them. Provocative nuclear rhet-
oric is dangerous, adds to the risk of miscalculation, and should be avoided. If con-
firmed I would work closely with UK officials to coordinate against this threat in 
a manner that continues to demonstrate the transatlantic unity. 

Question. The UK has led the world in pushing to assertively support Ukraine, 
and in doing so has implicitly downplayed the threat of Russian escalation. Have 
they struck the right balance between supporting Ukraine and mitigating the threat 
of escalation? What does this imply for other allies and partners? 

Answer. The United Kingdom’s strong support has bolstered Ukraine’s ability to 
defend against Russia. UK support includes a May 3 announcement of ÷300 million 
to fund electronic warfare equipment, heavy lift drones, a counter battery radar sys-
tem, GPS jamming equipment, night vision devices, Brimstone anti-ship missiles, 
and Stormer anti-aircraft systems. At the same time the UK has been an active par-
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ticipant at G7, NATO, and trans-Atlantic Quad meetings at which it has publicly 
underscored the importance of trans-Atlantic unity as a deterrent against an esca-
lation by Russia. If confirmed I will coordinate with UK officials to continue making 
clear to Russia that it will face a swift and strong response to any escalatory actions 
it may take. 

Question. What does the U.S. need from the UK in the event of Chinese aggres-
sion against Taiwan, the South China Sea, or the East China Sea? 

Answer. The United States and UK continue to deepen cooperation in the Indo- 
Pacific region. The UK’s renewed focus in the region, outlined in the 2021 Inte-
grated Review, provides ample opportunity to increase our cooperation and presence 
in the region. For example, in 2021 the UK sent a joint carrier strike group with 
U.S. and Dutch participation to demonstrate freedom of navigation and interoper-
ability. If confirmed I will work with UK officials to strengthen our cooperation in 
the Indo-Pacific region to deter any PRC aggression. 

Question. What are the practical barriers to progress for increased cooperation in 
the Advanced Capabilities portion of AUKUS? How can the U.S. best address those 
barriers? 

Answer. I understand that AUKUS partners have made strong progress in the 
four advanced capabilities that the President and Prime Ministers identified in Sep-
tember 2021, and have recently initiated work in four additional areas. The ex-
panded the list of projects now includes hypersonics and counter-hypersonics, elec-
tronic warfare capabilities, information haring, and innovation. These initiatives 
will add to our existing efforts to deepen cooperation on cyber capabilities, artificial 
intelligence, quantum technologies, and additional undersea capabilities. The goal of 
these efforts is to foster deeper integration of security and defense-related science, 
technology, industrial bases, and supply chains. I have not been briefed on the clas-
sified details of these programs or barriers to further cooperation; if confirmed, I 
will work closely with UK officials to ensure a smooth and prompt implementation 
of AUKUS advanced capabilities projects. 

Question. The UK joined Russia, China, France and the U.S. earlier this year in 
declaring the ‘‘a nuclear war can never be won and must never be fought.’’ Given 
Russia’s nuclear threats since then, does the UK believe Russia was lying when it 
signed on to that statement? Or does the UK believe that Russia has changed its 
stance since January? 

Answer. While I have not been part of bilateral discussions and cannot know what 
the UK believes regarding Putin’s trustworthiness, I can commit to working closely 
with UK officials, if confirmed, in order to sync our deterrence strategies to prevent 
nuclear war. 

Question. What do you view as the overarching priority areas of the United King-
dom’s policy towards China, and what are the top areas within which the United 
States and the United Kingdom should cooperate with respect to China? 

Answer. The U.S. and UK approaches are closely aligned on policy toward the 
PRC. The UK—like the United States—seeks to counter, compete, or cooperate as 
needed with the PRC. The UK’s overarching approach to the PRC, as characterized 
in its Integrated Review, is a systemic challenge, and identified the need to do more 
to adapt to the PRC’s growing impact. The UK has undertaken measures to address 
Xinjiang forced labor and human rights concerns and has played a leadership role 
in condemning repeated PRC attempts to undermine Hong Kong’s autonomy as 
guaranteed in the Sino-British Joint Declaration. During its presidency of the G7, 
the UK was a stalwart supporter of ‘‘open societies’’ and ‘‘open economies’’ through 
its promotion of democratic values and free and fair trade. If confirmed, I will deep-
en the already close U.S-UK coordination on the PRC and will seek to strengthen 
our efforts to defend the rules-based international order and our respective national 
security interests and our values. 

Question. Last month, a Chinese investment group received Whitehall’s approval 
to purchase one of Britain’s few remaining semiconductor manufacturing plants. 

• What are the risks posed by this purchase, and how should the United States 
respond? 

Answer. The President has identified semiconductors and their supply chains as 
critical to national security. To my knowledge, the purchase occurred last year, and 
Whitehall has referred the case to Secretary of State for Business, Energy and In-
dustrial Strategy Kwasi Kwarteng for review under new investment screening au-
thorities provided by the National Security and Investment Act that took effect at 
the beginning of this year. If confirmed, I will work closely with UK officials to sync 
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our efforts to protect critical supply chains for foreign interference or economic coer-
cive practices. 

Question. Britain’s commissioner for biometrics and surveillance cameras has 
asked the British Government’s to clarify its policy with respect to purchasing 
equipment from China’s Hangzhou Hikvision Digital Technology. Hikvision was 
blacklisted by the U.S. Government in 2019 over Beijing’s treatment of Uyghur 
Muslims and other ethnic minorities in Xinjiang. 

• What are your views on this issue, and how would you engage with United 
Kingdom on matters related to technology and human rights? 

Answer. The United States has made clear, and I concur entirely, that it is essen-
tial to support respect for the human rights of members of minority groups in the 
PRC and elsewhere, and to ensure that the U.S. financial system and American in-
vestors are not facilitating PRC Government efforts to persecute ethnic and religious 
minorities. If confirmed, I would work with UK counterparts to develop and promote 
democracy-affirming technologies and to mitigate the risks of authoritarian govern-
ments using technology to track, intimidate, or repress. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD 
SUBMITTED TO HON. JANE HARTLEY BY SENATOR MARCO RUBIO 

Question. Russia’s current invasion of Ukraine has caused a severe oil shortage 
in Europe and the world. In the United States, gas prices have increased 44 percent 
since the start of the invasion, while they have increased much more in other coun-
tries, including the United Kingdom. 

• If confirmed, how would you work with the British Government to address the 
inflation and supply chain crisis caused by Putin’s war? 

Answer. Domestic issues in addition to the spike in energy demand as the UK 
economy opened after the pandemic and disruptions to the global energy market 
caused by Putin’s invasion of Ukraine have contributed to rising energy prices in 
the UK. President Biden has issued an executive order to bolster resilient, diverse, 
and secure supply chains. If confirmed, I will work with the UK, one of our closest 
economic partners with approximately $240 billion in trades and services, to align 
our supply chain strategies. Additionally, if confirmed I will work closely with our 
UK partners to find economic solutions bilaterally and multilaterally that continue 
to hold the Kremlin to account while ensuring Putin’s war of aggression against 
Ukraine has minimal impact on the American people. 

Question. If confirmed, would you recommend that the British Government in-
crease oil production in the North Sea? 

Answer. The UK’s energy policy is driven by its commitment to reaching net zero 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 and it has made significant investments in re-
newable energy, including offshore wind. The UK is a net importer of crude oil and 
natural gas and has announced it will stop most overseas oil and gas project finan-
cial support and advocacy. To that end, if confirmed I would work closely with our 
British counterparts to address the energy security needs of both our countries, par-
ticularly as we confront the impact of Putin’s war of aggression against Ukraine on 
shared energy priorities and security. 

Question. Do you think that increase U.S. oil and gas exports to Europe can more 
immediately counter rising prices than promoting long-term investments in renew-
able energy? 

Answer. The United States is working simultaneously on short-term and long- 
term responses to counter Russian attempts to use energy as a weapon. The U.S. 
Government has been engaging U.S. LNG companies and working with partners 
around the world to diversify natural gas supply to Europe to address the near-term 
need and replace volumes that would otherwise come from Russia. The President 
launched a task force with the EU in March that prioritizes efforts to increase LNG 
volumes for Europe. This will help replace Russian gas to Europe—decreasing Eu-
rope’s dependence on Russia and Putin’s ability to use energy as a tool of coercion. 
The United States is working over both the short- and long-term to also reduce the 
overall demand in Europe for natural gas by ramping up energy efficiency measures 
and accelerating renewable and other clean energy deployment. 

Question. The enablers of Putin’s regime in Russia—senior government officials 
and oligarchs—all keep their money abroad in banks in London and New York. If 
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we really want to punish Putin and his regime for the crimes they’re committing 
in Ukraine, then we need to target these accounts. 

• To date, what is your assessment of the UK’s to target and seize these assets? 
Answer. While I am not privy to the specifics, I understand the United States and 

the UK maintain robust law enforcement cooperation multilaterally, including 
through the Five Eyes partnership, and bilaterally on a broad range of law enforce-
ment matters. In March, the G7, including the UK, launched the Russian Elites, 
Proxies, and Oligarchs (REPO) Task Force to identify and seize assets, including 
boats, planes, helicopters, real estate, and potentially art or other property. Each 
member jurisdiction uses its respective national authorities to collect and share in-
formation to enable U.S. and partner actions. If confirmed, I will work to maintain 
and develop cooperation, including through the law enforcement agencies rep-
resented at Mission UK, to provide the appropriate information to help the UK iden-
tify and appropriately freeze or seize Russian assets in their jurisdiction. 

Question. If confirmed, how would you work with the British Government and the 
sanctions offices here to form a coordinated sanctions strategy targeting these Rus-
sian oligarchs? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would maintain our already robust cooperation on sanc-
tions. Since the start of Russia’s war against Ukraine, more than 30 Allies and part-
ners have joined the United States in rolling out sanctions on more than 2,100 Rus-
sian and Belarusian targets. Our Allies and partners have shown an unprecedented, 
shared commitment to work together to impose costs on Russia. The UK is a leader 
in this group, having introduced the Economic Crime (Transparency and Enforce-
ment) Act, which allows the UK to immediately designate individuals and entities 
that have been designated by the UK’s allies. 

Question. Similarly, how would you combat dirty money coming from the Chinese 
Communist Party? 

Answer. I am heartened by the continued coordination between the United States 
and the UK to hold corrupt regimes accountable and ensure our jurisdictions do not 
serve as havens for illicit finance. If confirmed, I am committed to working with our 
partners in London to ensure our two financial systems are not a safe haven for 
oligarchs, government officials and political party members—from any country—who 
empty the public coffers of their citizens for their own gains. 

Question. The U.S.-UK transatlantic market is one of the most important aviation 
markets in the world. This is a market dominated by airline joint ventures that 
have immunity from the U.S. antitrust laws. U.S. airlines, especially new entrants 
to the transatlantic market, are having significant difficulty securing access at Lon-
don-area airports thus limiting competition in this important market. 

• What are your views on competition in the transatlantic aviation market, and 
will you commit to help such airlines grow in the UK and ensure that they are 
treated fairly by the UK Government? 

Answer. American consumers benefit from an open and transparent transatlantic 
aviation market. If confirmed, a key priority of mine would be to work with Depart-
ment of Transportation and Department of Commerce colleagues to promote oppor-
tunities for American companies, including in the commercial aviation sector. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD 
SUBMITTED TO HON. JANE HARTLEY BY SENATOR TODD YOUNG 

Question. If confirmed, how would you view your role in promoting and strength-
ening trade ties between the United Kingdom and the United States? 

Answer. The UK is one of the United States’ strongest trade and investment part-
ners. If confirmed, it will be one of my top priorities to promote and strengthen 
trade ties between the United States and the UK and to see that economic bonds 
continue to grow and create American jobs. The United States and the UK have re-
solved numerous trade disputes over the past year, including on a June 2021 ‘‘coop-
erative framework’’ for large civil aircraft production and a March 2022 agreement 
to remove U.S. Section 232 tariffs for certain volumes of UK steel and aluminum 
products. The Section 232 tariff agreement also strengthens trade by countering un-
fair PRC practices that harm our industries and workers. If confirmed, I intend to 
work with the UK, across the interagency, and in consultation with Congress, to ad-
vance free, fair, and balanced trade between the United Kingdom and the United 
States. 
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Question. If confirmed, how would you operationalize the New Atlantic Charter 
signed in 2021 that emphasizes ‘‘open and fair trade?’’ 

Answer. The New Atlantic Charter, released by President Biden and UK PM 
Johnson on the margins of the June 2021 G7 Leaders’ Summit pledges to deepen 
cooperation on democracy and human rights, defense and collective security, science 
and innovation, and inclusive economic prosperity, and renew joint efforts to tackle 
the challenges posed by cybersecurity, climate change, biodiversity loss, and emerg-
ing threats. If confirmed I would work with the interagency and with Congress to 
strengthen trade with the UK that reflects the Biden-Harris administration’s com-
mitment to prioritizing America’s working families. That includes supporting ongo-
ing efforts to promote and strengthen trade ties, such as the recent U.S.-UK Dia-
logue on the Future of Atlantic Trade, which explored with a diverse group of stake-
holders how we can collaborate to advance our shared trade priorities and promote 
a worker-centered, fair, and responsible global economy. I would also work to fur-
ther strengthen our already close cooperation with the UK on addressing new and 
old challenges, as outlined in the Charter, and to counter the efforts of those who 
seek to undermine our values, alliances, and institutions. 

Question. If confirmed, what would you see as your role as Ambassador in fur-
thering AUKUS, the trilateral security pact between Australia, the UK, and the 
United States? 

Answer. A free and open Indo-Pacific region is critical to the security and pros-
perity of the American people, and the AUKUS partnership will help defend and 
promote U.S. interests there for generations. I see my role as Ambassador, if con-
firmed, as working to fulfill our commitment to work with our closest ally to sustain 
peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific region. As Ambassador, I would work to pro-
mote efforts to strengthen trilateral security cooperation among Australia, the UK, 
and the United States through AUKUS and leverage the combined resources of 
these allies to direct more diplomatic, military, economic, and other resources to the 
region, including by further enhancing our cooperation on advanced capabilities. 

Question. One of the elements of this AUKUS partnership is advanced capabili-
ties, such as AI, cyber, and quantum technologies. In your view, how does this part-
nership with the UK further U.S. leadership in emerging technology? 

Answer. Partnership with the UK and Australia on advanced capabilities, such 
as AI, cyber, and quantum technologies, will further U.S. leadership on emerging 
technology by enhancing our joint capabilities, interoperability, and fostering deeper 
information and technology sharing with our closest allies. AUKUS partners have 
made strong progress in the four advanced capabilities that the President and 
Prime Ministers identified in September 2021 and have recently initiated new tri-
lateral cooperation on hypersonics and counter-hypersonics, and electronic warfare 
capabilities, as well as taken steps to expand information sharing and to deepen co-
operation on defense innovation. Our cooperation will promote deeper information 
and technology sharing and foster further integration of security and defense-related 
science, technology, industrial bases, and supply chains. The United States and the 
United Kingdom both benefit from a firm foundation to help grow our economies 
through high-skill, high-paying jobs. Each nation also benefits from research centers 
through shared scientific breakthroughs and testing of next-generation military ca-
pabilities - combining our efforts to help the United States as well as its partners 
stay at the leading edge of technology advances. If confirmed, I look forward to rep-
resenting U.S. interests as a leader in emerging technology. 
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