
DAV16E84 S.L.C. 

AMENDMENT NO.llll Calendar No.lll 

Purpose: To amend the preamble. 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES—114th Cong., 2d Sess. 

S. Res. 485 

To encourage the Government of the Democratic Republic 

of the Congo to abide by constitutional provisions re-

garding the holding of presidential elections in 2016, 

with the aim of ensuring a peaceful and orderly demo-

cratic transition of power. 

Referred to the Committee on llllllllll and 

ordered to be printed 

Ordered to lie on the table and to be printed 

AMENDMENT intended to be proposed by Mr. FLAKE (for 

himself and Mr. MARKEY) 

Viz: 

Strike the preamble and insert the following: 1

Whereas the United States and the Democratic Republic of 

the Congo (‘‘DRC’’) have a partnership grounded in eco-

nomic development, investment, and mutual interests in 

security and stability, and marked by efforts to address 

the protracted humanitarian crisis facing the DRC; 

Whereas, in 2006, the Government of the DRC adopted a 

new constitution with a provision limiting the President 

to two consecutive terms; 

Whereas the constitution requires that elections be held in 

time for the inauguration of a new president on Decem-

ber 19, 2016, when the current presidential term expires; 
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Whereas events in the DRC over the last year and a half 

have called into serious question the commitment of the 

Government of the DRC to hold such elections on the re-

quired timeline, and President Joseph Kabila has not 

publicly committed to stepping down at the end of his 

term; 

Whereas security and intelligence officials of the DRC have 

arrested, harassed, and detained peaceful activists (such 

as Fred Bauma and Yves Makwambala), members of civil 

society, political leaders, and others, and international 

and domestic human rights groups have reported on the 

worsening of the human rights situation in the DRC; 

Whereas there are 12 presidential elections slated to take 

place on the continent of Africa by the end of 2017, and 

what transpires in the DRC will send an important mes-

sage to leaders in the region; 

Whereas President Barack Obama spoke with President 

Kabila on March 31, 2015, and ‘‘emphasized the impor-

tance of timely, credible, and peaceful elections that re-

spect the Constitution of the DRC and protect the rights 

of all DRC citizens’’; 

Whereas, on March 30, 2016, the United Nations Security 

Council unanimously adopted Resolution 2277, which ex-

presses deep concern with ‘‘the delays in the preparation 

of the presidential elections’’ in the DRC and ‘‘increased 

restrictions of the political space in the DRC’’ and calls 

for ensuring ‘‘the successful and timely holding of elec-

tions, in particular presidential and legislative elections 

on November 2016, in accordance with the Constitution’’; 

Whereas many observers have expressed concern that failure 

to move ahead with elections in the DRC could lead to 
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violence and instability inside the DRC, which could re-

verberate throughout the region; 

Whereas, on June 23, 2016, the Department of the Treasury 

imposed sanctions against General Céléstin Kanyama, the 

Congolese National Police (PNC) Provincial police com-

missioner for Kinshasa, the capital city of the DRC; and 

Whereas the Department of the Treasury noted that these 

sanctions send a ‘‘clear message that the United States 

condemns the regime’s violence and repressive actions, 

especially those of Céléstin Kanyama, which threaten the 

future of democracy for the people of the DRC’’: Now, 

therefore, be it 


