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AMENDMENT NO.llll Calendar No.lll 

Purpose: To amend the preamble. 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES—118th Cong., 1st Sess. 

S. Res. 126 

Recognizing the vital importance of the Mekong River to 

Southeast Asia and the role of the Mekong-United 

States Partnership in supporting the prosperity of the 

region. 

Referred to the Committee on llllllllll and 

ordered to be printed 

Ordered to lie on the table and to be printed 

AMENDMENT intended to be proposed by Mr. MERKLEY 

Viz: 

Strike the preamble and insert the following: 1

Whereas the Mekong River supports the livelihoods of ap-

proximately 60,000,000 people, making it the most im-

portant river in Southeast Asia and one of the most im-

portant rivers in the world; 

Whereas the Mekong-United States Partnership, comprising 

the United States, Burma, Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, 

and Vietnam, and the predecessor of that partnership, 

the Lower Mekong Initiative, have contributed greatly to 

the economic, social, and human resources development 

of the countries in the Mekong River Basin and the pro-

tection of the Mekong River; 

Whereas the United States has longstanding diplomatic rela-

tions with the countries in the Mekong River Basin, in-
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cluding a nearly 200-year-old relationship with treaty ally 

Thailand; 

Whereas the development of the countries in the Mekong 

River Basin is critical for the unity, economic strength, 

and institutional development of the Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations, a strategic partner of the 

United States; 

Whereas the Mekong River continues to be affected by envi-

ronmental changes, coupled with the construction of up-

stream dams that have altered the natural flow of the 

river and vital ecological processes supported by natural 

flow; 

Whereas, since 2019, the flow of water in the Mekong River 

during the wet season has been abnormally low; 

Whereas the Nuozhadu and Xiaowan Dams in China account 

for more than 50 percent of the water storage of all dams 

in the Mekong River Basin and can restrict up to 10 per-

cent of the total wet season flow of the Mekong River, 

exacerbating drought conditions downstream; 

Whereas the Mekong River Commission is an integral partner 

in ensuring the long-term health of the Mekong River; 

Whereas the Ayeyawady-Chao Phraya-Mekong Economic Co-

operation Strategy can be a leader in supporting river de-

velopment and protection; 

Whereas the Mekong Dam Monitor, funded partly by the 

Mekong-United States Partnership, has provided essen-

tial data and information about the impacts of hydro-

power dams along the Mekong River to the people and 

governments of the Mekong River Basin to allow them to 

prepare for irregular water flows and mitigate the eco-

nomic and environmental impacts of those flows; 
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Whereas the Mekong River has become a hub for criminal 

elements to traffic in drugs, people, and wildlife, under-

mining the rule of law in the countries in the Mekong 

River Basin and impacting the world through the pro-

liferation of illegal drugs and fauna that can cause spill-

over of zoonotic diseases; 

Whereas the international community has committed to sup-

port the development of countries along the Mekong 

River through internationally recognized development 

goals; 

Whereas the Friends of the Mekong, which includes the coun-

tries in the Mekong River Basin, the United States, Aus-

tralia, the European Union, Japan, New Zealand, the 

Republic of Korea, the Asian Development Bank, the 

Mekong River Commission Secretariat, and the World 

Bank, is committed to supporting the shared principles 

that have underpinned peace and prosperity across the 

Indo-Pacific for decades; 

Whereas close coordination and collaboration with civil soci-

ety groups throughout the Mekong River Basin is essen-

tial to the protection of the Mekong River; 

Whereas, among the countries in the Mekong River Basin, 

there has been a negative trend toward the detention and 

detainment of civil society actors and journalists and an 

increase in violations of human rights; 

Whereas the February 1, 2021, military coup in Burma was 

illegal and unjustified and has resulted in more than 

2,000 deaths, more than 1,000,000 people displaced, and 

tens of thousands of people in detention, and continued 

violence threatens the stability of the entire region, espe-

cially those countries along the borders of Burma; and 
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Whereas diaspora communities from countries in the Mekong 

River Basin are a vital part of the United States and 

help build thriving people-to-people ties between those 

countries and the United States that lead to strong com-

mercial, civil society, and cultural ties: Now, therefore, be 

it 


