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Ptu'pose: To arnencl the prearnble

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES-115th Cong., 2d Sess.

S, Res.557

Llxpressiug the seuse of the Sena,te regarcling the strartegic:
in¡rortarice of r*AT0 to tlie collectir.e se{:uritv of t}re
tr'¿rttsatlalrtic i'egion ancl urging' its menrber st¿rtes to
r,r-orli together at the upronúng sunurút to strengthen
tlie allialce.

Ref'eri'ecl to tlie L.loriinrittee on alul
orcierecl to be printecì

Onlerecl to lie on the table ancl to be printecl

;brirxtrr¡:xlt iritelrdecl to be proposecl b.1. l{r'. (ionicn

\riz:

I Strike tlie preanrble and insert tlul f'ollrlu,illg:

\\1ic'r'e¿rs tlie North Ätlantic Trea,tr. Orgarrizatiol (r'eflei'rert.l lo

in tliis Resoiution ¿r,s "ì\-4T0") u'ill holt'l its next Sunurút

meeting Jnl.r. 11-12. 2018, in Bnrssels. Belgirrnr;

\\,rliereas the secr.u'itv of the fllritecl St¿ltes renrains inex-

trkabh, lirùecl tr-r tlie secrri'itr. of Euro¡re alrcl l*.\TL)'s
f'orrnrling plrrpose i'ernains ¿,s r.alid tor-i¿r' ¿rs it ri'as riherr

\-.{T 0 u.a,s crea.tecl;

\\iliei'eas our \â'f0 a,llies have ctxrtribrrtecl significa,ntl¡. to

nrilita.r'r. opera,tions lecl ll.r, the llúted States arouncl tlie

u,oi'[cl, alcl ¿rctirrel.r, (,ontribu1,e to crrrrellt Alliance nris-

sions. irrchlling the t'eilrftlrcemelrt of N.\TO's e¿stern
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flank b.r. lea.tling lJ of the 4 buttlegr'orrl)s of' NATO's En-

hatrcecl F onr-¿rrcl Preselce;

\Vhere¿rs u,hile ¿ì,¡. irici'easing rrurnber of r\-ATt) nrerribei'

states are fiiifilling their pletlgers at tl¡e 201.t NATO srr.nr-

rnit iu \\Iales to ¿,lkrcate 2 percent r"if their g'i'oss clornesl,ir:

lrroch.rct tou'¿rrds t.Lelf'erse sperrclilrg, all t*ÀT() rnerilber'

st¿rtes sliorrlcl l:e rrrgecl to rueet the 2 percerit lni'get erncl

to a,llocate 20 percent, of their ¿uum¿li rlefþrrse spencling

on majtir neri. ecpiprnerrt, irrchrclilg related rese¿rrch ancl

cler.el<l1"rrnent. in on.ler to more firirl.r. share t,he br.rrden of]

tr'¿lus¿rtla¡rtic cle f'ense;

\\ftere¿rs tinitecl Sta,tes f'orc:e cleplo.r.nrents to Erri'o1-le as purt

of the Errropeal Detei'r'enr:e Initiatir,e, ancl tlie cor'-

responrling rìre¿rslu'es ì1.\. ì\-ÄT0 nrerrrber states in tlie Eri-

ha,ricecl Forlr,¿ri'tl Presence, ¿ri'e contrillrting to enh¿urcecl

seeui'itv ur \-AT0's e¿ìstern flanli;

\Yliereas the Russi¿ul Feclera.tiou's aggressirin tor¡,¿lrcls its

neighlrors, its breach of interrr¿rti<ln¿rl nonilrs, arcl its non-

corrr¡rlian<:e u,itll its anns eont,rol crormnitrnents have se-

\¡el'e[.\' itnp¿ctecl liru'opea,n secui'itr. ancl u'ill corttiur¡e t<r

pose a, securitv thi'eat f'oi' the f'rrresee¿ible firtrri'e;

\\rhere¿rs achninislr'¿tive antl bgistical obst¿rcles to the nrobil-

it.r' of rnilitalr. assets ¿ìcross Erurpe ancl tlie potentia,l

misrri¿,tch L¡etr¡een the speecl tif \-ATO-ler.el clecision nra,k-

ing ancl the t,ilnelilte of a crisis nr¿ì.): (jorlstitrrle challenges

tt¡ the srrccessfhrl rlef'ense of \äTO's tei'r'itorial iltegrit.r,;

\\'hele¿ts tlre e.r.ìrer r,lorn¿llr is ¿ cnrcial aspect of NATO oper-

¿ltio.us ¿ucl ¿r ke.v tool trt potential a,ilversaries' clisposa,l:

\\liei'eas \ÄT(J nrember states collectivelv f'ace ¿r coritinrrer-l

ancl Jrersistelnt lhi'eat frorn terrorisnr ancl oru' \ATO al-
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lies are lndhirìg sig'nificant cornnrit.rì,ìeuts in kt-eping: ter'-

i'oi'ist rìet$.orks tirrn interfering iu anv NATO territon';

\\lierea,s \-ÄTO nrerlbei' st¿ìtes-
(l ) h¿n'e collectivel.v iclentifiecl coi'nrlttiorì ¿ìrld

poor govefn¿ì,llcle. inchu-lirrg lvithin nrenrlrer st,¿ttes. ¿ts

"securil.r. challenges rihich uliLlerlnilìe (tenu)cr¿ì,c,\'.

the nrle of lal alcl econoriric rievelopmellt"; ¿tntl

(2) in recogrrition of tiris challenge, arltiptetcl a

fÌuilclirlg lrtteg'rit¡' Polic.r'. rviricli is i¡teildecl t¡ sttlr-

poi't transpurent anct accorultable clef'euse instil,r.r-

tions rurclei' elenrocratic contrcl:

\ïhere¿rs \'ÄT0's enlzrrgernettt lt¿rs clelir,erecl en]rancecl seclr-

ritr. a,ncl stabiliti' to all \.{T0 lneurber states, inchlling
Iftintenegro (the neri-est \ÄT0 lrienrbei'). ancl h¿s cleur-

onstr¿rtecl the irnportance of NATO's t)pen Door Polie.r'

fbr a,ll aspirilg' corrnti'ies ancl fìrr illvit¿rliols to jr-ril
i\.\T0 to l:e issrrecl ¿ìs soolr ¿ls ¿ì,n u,spinurt corurl,r'r. has

nrert the conclitirlns firr rriernbersliip;

\\'hereas the first of 10 Prineiples (-Ìrrirlirrg Relations belu'een

Participating States contahecl in ihe lrinal ,\ct, ofl the
( jonf'ei'ence on Securit.v ¿rritl []o<lpela,tiorr in Drrrope. cloner

a,t Flelsilrki Arrgrrst 1, 797í¡ (comnronl.r, knil\r-n ¿ìs tlie

"Helsinki Filra,l Act"), recognizes the riglit tti be or not

to be ¿ì p¿ll'lr. to trenties of alli¿rc,e ¿ìs a riglit irilrei'ent

itt sovereiglìtl: to be respected olr *rr ec|ral b¿rsis ¿ì,rÌìolrg

the signatorv states; nncl

\\ïele¿rs the conrniitnrr:nt nr¿rcle l.r.i' N.\TO i¡r the Frlrrrirling

Act on l{utrr¿rl Relations, (,loolteration a,lr<.l Sc'cui'it.}. Iìe-

t,u-een N;\TO attcl the lìrrssian Fetlei'¿rtion, ctr)le at Palis,

ÀIa,r' 27. 1.c)97 (couurrottl.r' knor.r'n as the "À:AT0-Russi¿r

Forrnclilg Act"), to "c¿ìr'r'r' or.rt its collective ileifþuce ancl

othei' lrússions b.). 
"nr,,r'tlg 

the llecess¿lr'\i intelollei'albilitr.,
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iritegration, ¿ì,nd c¿ì,p¿ìbilitiv fbr reinfbrcement r¿rther than

b.r. aclclitional peruria,nent st¿rtioning of subst¿lnti¿rl eonrliat

fbi'ces" u.as preclica,tecl on "the crrrelt a,lc1 f'oresee¿rbie

securit¡. envirorurrerlt" tha,t existecl in 1997, lr{rich ha,s

been fi.urcl¿rurettall.r. ¿rlterecl b.)r the a,ggiession clirectecl b.v

the leaclers of the Russi¿ln Fecleration: ì{ow, therefbre, be

ir


