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Calendar No. 
115TH CONGRESS s RES 557 2D SESSION • • 
E~1)ressiug the sense of the Senate regarding the strategic importance of 

NATO to the <:o lle<:t.iYe sec·urit,v of t.he tra11sntla11tic region a11d urgfog 
its membe1· states t.o work together at the upcoming summit to st.rength
en the allian(:e. 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNI'r ED STATES 

Jl1NE 27, 2018 

Mr. WICK8H (for himself, l\Ir. CAR.DIN, Mr. Tll.,Lit-;, .:\lrs. SI-MJIEE:S:, Mr. 
Rl1BJO, l\fr . .:.VlURPIIY, Mr. Yomm, and Mr. BOOKER.) submitted the fol
lowing resolution ; which was referred to the Committee 011 l1~oreig11 Rela
tions 

_______ _ (legislatiYe clay, ________ ), __ _ 

Reported b~· :.\fr. CORKER, \\ith a11 amenclme11t. a11cl a11 amendment to the 
µrcarnble 

[::-!tt·ikr ont all after tht• l't'solving <'laus(' and insert the part p rinted in italiej 

[Strike tlw p1·c.imblC' and inse,t the 1111rt printed i11 ital ie] 

RESOLUTION 
Expressing the sense of the Senate regarding the strategic 

importance of NATO to the collective security of the 

transatlantic region and urging its member states to 

work together at the upconung summit to strengthen 

the alliance. 
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'\Vhereas the North A:thmtie Trettty Or~;nnizntiou ( Pcfcrred te 

iit this Resolation tts " NATO") will lwkl tts ttffi Summit 

meeting· Jttly 11 1:3 , :3018 , in Brassels, Belgium, 

1Nhcreas -tlte see-.., .. rity ef tlt:e U nitc<l 8trJ,es rcmttins ifi..e:i

trieahly linlrntl te the sect~rity ef Em·ope fttttt NATO's 

fo.:mding pm"pose renmins M ¥tl:ttft tetlft;¥ tts it ftftS l:,een 

sittec NATO Wtts er·en.ted, 

:whercns ffi:li:' NATO ttHies fl:ft'¥e eontributed significantly t6 

militt~· opera.tions left ey the United States aroancl the 

\YOr~d, ftftd 0:efr,·el~r eontPibi-:.tc te eancnt .. AJ.linnee ~

Bions, inebcling the reinforeem.ent ef N},.TO's e1wtePn 

ilftn.k ~ lending· fr ef the -+ bnttlegrwaps ef NA!£0' s Eft

hnnced FonYcrcl Presence, 

\Vhereas Wtti1e frft iner·ensine· mnnber· ef X}l£0 member I:" 

Btates are fulfilling thciP pledg·es fit the :W-±4 NATO Stllft-

ffiit in \Vnks te nlloente g percent ef theiP gress domestic 

product tw.vnrcls defense spending·, ftlt Nl.i.TO membeY 

states shou1d ee aPgTcl te ffiffi ttte g percent target tttte: 

te nlloente 00 pcPecnt ef ffi:ei¥ nnm-:.al <lcfcnse i,pending 

oo m.ajm· new equipment, ir:.cla<ling· related 1:•esearch ffittl 

development, tn ffl't:la, te ffiffl'e ~ Sfl:ftl'e the burden ef 

tf'tmsatla.ntie defcnBe, 

'\1.1wreas United 8tr.,tes furee deploy1nents te E1.n·opc ttS ~ 

ef the Em·openn DctcI'f'enee Initinti,-e, ftlttl the e&

l"CBponding meas1.1Pes ey NA.TO menl:bcr stater, in the Ett

haueed Fmv;tu·d PPesenee, tli'€' contributing te enlumeecl 

seeurit::1 ffll N.ATO's cnstern flnnk, 

V.11c1·cns the Russian Federation'~~ ttgg·pcssion tmntrds its 

Rcighbors, tts brcaeh ef internntionnl nonns, ttt:ttl tffi ft(ffi:

eomplif.,nee witlt its ftf'ffiS eonh1ol commitments tlftve se-
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verely impttetcd E,n·opet~n 8Ctm4t;v tttttt wiH <:ontim~e te 

~ ft sectH'it~· thrent fet' the foi-·eseenble future, 

\'Vhn·cns a<lministi-·ative ftHfl log·ist.ienl obstftcles te ~ ttt:effll

~ f:7f militnr;r; tu,setB ne1·os1; E~u,ope, ftHfl ihe potentinl 

mismnteh betv,-een the ~ ef X ... \.:TO leYel <ktision ffl:tt*

tttg' ftftft the ~ & ft e1:·ii,is, ttftff beett td10,¥ll te ffltt

:,titutc potential clutllenges t6 the saccesaful defense 6£ 

XATO's te11l'ito11inl lntegTit~~. 

"\Vlierens the eyl3eP domain is ft crueinl nspcet tr¥ XATO 61*1'

ntions ftttfl. ft key teel- ftt potentinl nflyo·stwie:;' dispo1M1:l, 

'.JJherrt1s ?-l.A1'0 membcP stntc:~ eolleetivd;1I' fuee ft continued 

ttt:ttt pn·sistent thrcnt ft'el:tt ten·o1·ism tlfttt ett¥ Xx\.TO ttl

ltffi fti'e mnlting sig·nifiennt eonunitments m J:ceepin~: tet'

~ nctv.·01~rs ft'Offi interfet'ill~ Ht fttl:\"' x ... vro tcnitoi:v, 

"\'lherens XATO member stntcs 

fB lttWe eolleetivel;r identified tOIYaption ftttft t,6ffi1 

g·O\'ermmee, inek,din~ within membe1· Btates, tts 1'seenrit;i' 

ehnJlengcs ,.,vhieh 11nclei'inine democrae~r, ~ ffite ef law; 

tlfttt eeonomie development", ftftft 

f-B ttt Peeo~nition 6f ttt:is ehallcngic, ndopte<l ft Btttltt

tttg I11teg1;t,\· Polie;v, vr,hieh is intended te support tt'tttts

pnrent tttttt ncco,mtnble defense institution:~ under tleffle

Cl'Htie control, 

"\VhCl'eas NATO's culttr~;cment lttts deliYCPed eulrnneecl seett

fli;v ftHfl st.obility te ttH X1\.TO memhe11 stntes, incltuling 

l\fontcueg1·0 ftlte H(".vcst XATO membeP), wtttle PCR1Hin

ittg incomplete tttttt underlining the- ttt:'ffl ffil' XA.TO'r,, 

Gt,ett ~ Policy te remn in itt ff'feet ffil' ttH aspfring 

( ountries tttttl ffil' invitntiorn, te j·oitt XATO t6 be issued 

M S6ffll M fttt nspfrn.nt eountly ftftS me-t the eondition:i ful' 

membership, 
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\VhePeas the fl:fflt ef l-Q. Principles Guiding Rclntions behreen 

Pnrtieiputing· Stntes contained m tlte ~ Aet ef the 

Conference oo .Seearit;v ftttfl. Coopcl'ation itt Eal'Ope, fkffie 

ft{:; Helsinki Aug:ast -l, ~ ( commonly knovfl1 as tlte 

"Helsinki Ftttttl ..:'..et" ), l"ceog,nizes the ¥ight t:e lte & Hf.rt 

t6 be ft ~ te treaties ef nllinncc ftS ft Pig:ht inhePent 

m sovereignt~r re lte respected oo fttt fttttftl bttsis among 

t.lte signntor.v stntes, ffilt1. 

J.¥hcrear:3 the commitment ffiftftC' ey NATO itt the Foancling 

Aet oo Mutunl Rcktions, Coopenttion ttttd 8ee-...-...rit>" Be
tween .NA'rO tttttt the R'...'...ssinn Federation, tt&H:€- ft{:; Pttf'is 

Mey 27, l-9-9+ (conunoul~, lmovm ftS the " NA'l10 R.assiR 

Fm.mclin~: .A.et" ), re "e0:1:·1y ffl:tt its collective defence ttttd 

~ missions ey enS'...lPing· the neeessniy interopernbiJit:v, 
integration, ftftfl. enpRbility fet, reinforcement rather thftn 

ey ndditionnl pe'l.1mm1ent stationing ef substantinl combat 

forces" WttS prcdicn,ted oo -%he e,u·1·ent ftfl:tt foreseeable 

securit~· en=virnnment" tltftt existed itt 1997, v.d1ich ttttS 

l,eett funchuncutally 0Jte1·ecl ey the agg1·e8sion directed ey 
tlte JenclePs e:t· the Russian Fec:lcrntion. 

New, thei·cfot·e, l,e tt 

vli?zereas the North Atlantic Treaty Orga.wiza.tion (referred to in 

this Resolution as <<NATO") will lzolcl its next Summit 

meeting July 11- 12, 2018, in Brussels, Belgiwn; 

W1J1 ereas the security of the United Bta.tes remains -inei·ti·icably 

l'inkecl to the security of Europe and J.\TATO's founding 

purpose reniains as val-id tocla.y as -it was when l\TATO was 
created; 

vVhereas our NATO alhes hcwe contributed sign·ificantly to 

milita.1·y operations led by the United States around the 

world, ancl act-i·uely contribute to c1unnt Alliance mis-
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srions, including the rei,~forcement of NATO's eastern flcink 

by leading 3 of the 1 battlegrnups of NATO's Enhanced 

Pmwarcl Presence; 

1Vhereas u,Ji,ile an increas,ing number of NATO member states 

are jidjHling thei1· pledges at tlze 2011 lvL-lTO summit in 

1Vales to allocate 2 percent of their gross domestic product 

towarcls defense spencling, all Nrl'.PO member states sho-ulcl 

be urged to meet the 2 percent tm:qet anrl to allocate :20 

percent of their annual defense spenchng ou mu:for neu, 

equipment, 1'.ncluchng related research and development, -in 

onler to more fairly share the burden of transatlantic de
fense; 

lWiereas Un1:tecl States force deployments to Eu·rope as pad of 

the Eumperm Dete-rrence 111 if.iative, ancl the coffesponding 

measures by NATO mem.bei- stales ,;n the Enhanced For

warcl Presence, are contributing to enhanced security o·n 

NA110's easte·1·n flank; 

}Vhereas the Russian Pederation's aggression towards -its neigh

bors, its breach of intemationa1 norms, and its noncorn,ph

cmce with its arms control conun,z:tJ.nents lzcwe severely int

pact-ed European secul'ity ancl will continue to pose a secu

rity threat for the foreseeable .fid1.1re; 

lWiereas culrnin,istmtive and logistica,l obstacles to tlze rnob'irity 

of mffitary assets across Eumpe ancl tlze potent-ial mis

match between the speed of NA.TO-level decis,ion ,naking 

ancl the timehne of a crisis may constitute challenges to 

tlze successful clefense of NA.'l'O's teffito1·ial integrity; 

v'111ereas the cyber clonuiin -is a crucial aspect of N.dTO oper

ations and a key tool at potential acluersaries' disposal; 

W'hereas 1.\&1710 member st-ates collectively fltce a cont-imrnd and 

persistent threat fi·om terro·1'is1n ancl our J.VtlTO allies a:re 



DAY18CH5 

6 

rnaking significant com m:itments ,in keep,ing tel'rorist net

works fi·onl i J1.te1jering in any NATO territoi~IJ; 

vVhereas 1\ T.clTO membe·J' states-

(1) haue collect-l:uely idenl-ifi.ecl corrupt,i:on et/I.cl poor 

governance) -incluclin.g w-ith in ineniber states) as ((security 

chall.enges tl'h:ich zuiclennine clenwcl'acy, the mle of law 

and econorn-ic cleveloprnentn; and 

(2) in recogii-it-ion of this challenge., adopted a Bu:il.cl
,ing Integ1·ity Policy) which is intenclecl to s117Jport trans

parnnt and accountable defense institutions under demo
cratic control; 

W71ereas NA .. TO )s enlarge1nent has dehvered enlwncecl security 

and stability to a.ll l'lA'TO rne mber states, including l.lio n

teneg m (the newest NATO membe1)) and has clemonstrated 
the ,importance of NATO's Open Door Policy for all aspfr

ing countries ancl for ,i:nvdations to join },lA.TO to be 

'issued as soon. as an aspfrant counh:lJ lws met the condi
tions for membership; 

vt?iernas the first of 10 Principles Guiding Relations between 
Part-icipat,ing States conta:illed in the F,inal Act of the 

Co1{ference on Secu:l'ity and Cooperation i11 Europe) done 
at Hezs,inki August 1, 1D75 (com nwnly known as the ''Hel

sinki Final Acf')) recognizes the right to be or not to be 

a party to t'J'eat,ies of alhance as a right ,inherent in sov

ere,ignty to be respected on an equal basis wnong the sig
natory states; ancl 

·whereas the coinm-itnient made by NA'PO in the Foundin,9 .A..tt 

on Mutual Relat-ions, Coopercd,ion ancl Security Between 

l\T..4.TO and the Russian Fede·rnlion) clone at Paris) l.llay 

20 1.9.97 (cornrnonly kncmm as the ''NATO-Russia Found

ing Act")) to ''car'l~!f 01d its collective defence ancl other 
missions by ensuring the necessary interoverability) 'inte-



DAVl ~t'!l:i 

7 

grn.tion, and cap((,bil ily for reinforcement ro,the1· tluw by 

additional permanent stationing of subslantial combat 

fo}'(·es" u•as predicated on "the cwn nl a11cl foreseeable se

curity ew,ironrneni" tlwf u isled in 7.9D7, ll'hicli has been 

fi t 11dame11tally altered by the aggression directed by the 

leadets of the Russian Feclem.tion: No 111, ther~/'ore, be it 

l Resol ued, !Fhttt tlte 8e11t1tc 

2 tl+ renffirms tlte endm·iu~ eommit1ncnt m the 

3 Uuitecl 8tnteH re NATO's eolleet.ive clefenBe, ett-

4 ~.,lll'ined in Al'tielc -& ffl tlte ?forth Atlnntie T1·et1t(,r, 

5 ffffl:1:€' ttt: \Vnshingto11 rl:fWli 4;- -l-94-9 (eom1nonl:-· lmo'\vn 

6 ftR the ·',¥ashington 'Ft·ent;/ ') 

7 ~ emphnsizes the~ fut, ftH Xz\.TO mc1nber 

8 sttttcs re be prepal'ecl w meet thew re:~peetive obli~a-

9 tioos under .. Axticle i}- et the :\Y tlf·dtiugton TPea~· 

11 tt¥et; eolleetivel,v takeu re ~ tlflfl f1.efend ngninst 

13 ~ ef ~ XATO member ~ inelmliug; ~ et-

14 ~ tt.im ef tlte len,del'B ef tlte Russinn Feden1.tio11 

15 re frntt'..lPC ttte-~ between XATO meuffieP stntrn, 

16 f4t emplrn.Bizcs ~ eommitm.ent re tt }J 01·th M-

17 lttntie ttHinnee hosed oo shlwed vnlues, including ~ 

18 Pttle ef ffiW; -oo 1 >f'CYent intcn1al forces ft'etn crocli ng 

19 N ... \.TO's fo-..mdntiou, 

20 f&t cueourng-es ttH NATO mcmbcl' state:, te 

21 elenrl;,r commit te further enltu·~·ement e£ tftt' ttHi-
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1 rutee, inchaling· extending i1~vitn,tions re t:tey aspirant 

2 co.1ntry which flftS met the conditions 1·eqail·ed w 

3 jein N ... \TO, tttttl 

4 f{B ttrgeS leudn·s whe wilt be meeting· ttt the 

5 g.g.l-8, NATO s11mmit in Bir..,1st,els, Belgium re cnsm·e 

6 tltttt N ... '\.TO 

7 W meets 1,1rgent seem~ty thrcnti3, 

8 fB-t continues re tranaform te counter 

9 emef'ging tttttl evolving· ehalleng'CB, inehl:(ling ey-

10 ffi'ifl. ,vtu·fore, t.ePPO¥ism, eyberatta.eli:s, ttt:ttl: re-

11 nnvcd elrnllen~es re sett tt:flffi ef eonununieKtion 

12 between North An1eriea. ftH:ft Europe, ftttf1: 

13 +Gt adopts ft t:'t:ttfill 1·einforecmcnt f*f:t11 

14 t.lrn:t 

15 fij. expedites politieul decision malting·, 

16 #it 1·ein-vig·oratcs the N..:'.!rO eommn.ncl 

17 str~ .. ettu·e, 

18 fiii+ sti·eHmlines the enpacit;'· re :tll6bi-

l 9 ~ forces across national borders, ftlltl 

20 W impPoves jein-t readiness got-..ls . 

21 That the Senate-

22 (1) reqffirnis the enduring comnvitment of the 

23 Unitecl States to NA'PO's colledive defense, enshrined 

24 in Article 5 of the North Atlantfr Treaty, clone a.t 

25 lVash,ington April 1, 1.91.9; 
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1 (2) em])hasizes the need for all NA.TO member 

2 states to be prepared to meet their respect{ue obl?:ga-

3 tions under Artricle 5 of the North Atlantic Treaty; 

4 (3) pledges its suppol't for all appropl'iate meas-

5 ures collectively taken to deter ancl defend against, ~l 

6 necessary, Russfon aggression agcvinst the territo-ry of 

7 any NATO member state, including the e.rplil"it a:im 

8 of the leaders of the Russ1:an Federation to .f1'actu re 

9 the 1m-ity between A1r1TO mernber states; 

10 (4) reqfj'irms its .fidl support fo r the sovere·ignty, 

11 ·independence, and territorial 1integl'ity qf' Ukraine 

12 1m:tl1i11 its internationally i·eco,qn·izecl borders and con-

13 clem,Hs the Russian Federal-ion's illegal in-vas·ion anrl 

14 attempted annexaMon of Crimea, which ·is in direct 

15 uiolat·ion of the R ussian Feclerat-ion's obligations 

16 zmder the Helsinki Final Act and the subsequent Bu-

17 dapest illemoranclum on Security Assurances signed 

18 in Dece·mbe1·· 19.91; 

19 (5) calls for the sanct'ions that haue been in1,posecl 

20 and mainta:inecl to date by the Un-itecl States and the 

21 European Union aga:inst persons engaged in fiff-

22 the·ring the illegal occuput'ion of Crimea by the Rus-

23 sian Feclera.tion to rnrnain in place and clerncwcls fidl 

24 implernentat'ion 1uith respect to the Russian Feclera-

25 tion of exist·in,q sanctions mandates and a.uthorit1ies 
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1 rela,t,ing to Crimea zrncle·J' the Countel'ing A.merica's 

2 Advenaries Through Sanct,ions Act of 2017 (Public 

3 Law 115-44; 131 Stat. 866), the Global J.11.agnitsky 

4 Human Rights .. 4.ccountaln:Z,ity .d.ct (.mbt,itle F of tiUe 

5 .l7I of Public Law 111- 328; 22 U.S.C. 2656 note), 

6 and othe·r relevant pl'ovisions of law unf'il Crirnea 'ts 

7 returned to Ukraine; 

8 (6) eniphasizes its conwiit,nent to a North Atlan-

9 Uc alliance based on share(l values, including the rule 

10 of lcnu, to prevent i-ntenial forces from, erocl'ing 

11 R.-1.TO's foundation; 

12 (7) encourages all ATATO rnember states to clear-

13 ly commit to .fiuther enlargement of the alliance, in-

14 eluding extending ini·itations to any aspin1,nt countiy 

15 which has 1net the conditions requfrecl to join NATO; 

16 and 

17 (8) urges leaders who will be meeting at the 2018 

18 ATATO swn,n# in Brussels, Belgium to ensure that 

19 N.d.T0-

20 (A) meets urgent security threats; 

21 (BJ continues to evolve to counter emergfri,9 

22 challenges, 'including hyb,,id ll'Cl,Jfa:re, terror-isni, 

23 cyberattacks, and re11ewed challenges to sea lines 

24 of commuwication bet-ween North America and 

25 Europe; and 
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(CJ adopts a rapid reiuj'orcement plan 

tlzat-

(i) e.rpediles pol it ital decision 1naking; 

(ii) reim•igorntes the .\'A.TO co111J11a nd 

stru rt u re; 

(ii i) streamlines the capacity to mobi

lize forces aaoss 110.t-ional borde,.~; and 

(ir) improi·es joint readiness goals. 


