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NOMINATIONS 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2017 

U.S. SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS, 

Washington, DC. 
The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 2:30 p.m. in Room 

SD-419, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Ron Johnson pre­
siding. 

Present: Senators Johnson [presiding], Murphy, Shaheen, and 
Kaine. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. RON JOHNSON, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM WISCONSIN 

Senator JOHNSON. Good afternoon. This hearing of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee will come to order. This has to be one 
of the first times one of these started actually ahead of schedule. 

I want to welcome the witnesses, and their friends and family. 
We certainly thank you for your willingness to serve in this capac­
ity. 

We gather today to consider the nominations of ambassadorships 
to Denmark and Croatia. These two European countries are impor­
tant relationships for the United States, presenting both opportuni­
ties and challenges. 

Denmark and the U.S. have long had a close relationship. Like 
the U.S., Denmark is one of the founding members of NATO and 
has been a strong supporter of expanding the alliance. The Danish 
people, like many of our European allies, stood by America's side 
following the terror attacks of September 11th, and have made sig­
nificant contributions and sacrifices to the war on terror in Afghan­
istan. 

Croatia is a success story of post-Cold War Europe. Emerging 
from the breakup of Yugoslavia and the wars that followed, Cro­
atia's tremendous progress led it to join NATO in 2009 and the EU 
in 2013. United States was a forceful advocate for Croatia's acces­
sion. 

As the highest representative of the United States to these coun­
tries, you will be tasked with maintaining and strengthening these 
crucial relationships. 

Before I introduce the nominees, I would like to recognize the 
distinguished ranking member for his comments. 

Senator Murphy? 

(883) 
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STATEMENT OF HON. CHRISTOPHER MURPHY, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM CONNECTICUT 

Senator MURPHY. Thank you very much, Senator Johnson. 
Welcome, both of you, to the committee. Thank you for your will­

ingness to serve. 
Let me just reinforce the comments of Senator Johnson. 
This is a trying time for the United tates and Europe. Clearly, 

the bond are not as s trong in this administration as they were in 
the past. Y t, whenev r we have a big problem anywhere around 
the world that needs to be solved, the first pl ace we tum is to Eu­
rope, to old legacy partners like Denmark, and to newer members, 
of at least the European Union community, in Croatia. 

So I am really eager to hear a little bit more about you and your 
backg1·ou.nd and your vision to take up these important posts. You 
will serve with some truly, t ruly amazing Americans who have cho­
sen to dedicate thei r entire lives to a very, very difficult job of trav­
eling the world representing our country. 

And I look forward to your testimony. 
Senator JOHNSON. Thank you, Senator Murphy. 
Aga'i.n, I encourage the 1\01ui11ees to intrvduce their family aml 

fr iends when you make your opening statement. 
Our first nominee is Ms. Carla Sands. Ms. Sands is the Presi­

dent's nominee to be U.S. Ambassador of Denmark. Since 2015, Ms. 
ands has been the chairman of Vin tage Capital Group, a highly 

successful real estate firm in Los Angeles. She is a lso a doctor of 
chiropractic and has been a television and film actress. 

Ms. Sands is a leader in the nonprofit sector, working with orga­
nizations to improve the lives of children and others in need. She 
has served as a board member of Pepperdine University and on the 
boards of numerous organizations supporting the ru·ts and culture. 

While she now resides in California, I understand that Ms. 
Sands is a proud daughter of Pennsylvania. having grown up there 
and still returning frequently to visit fami ly. 

Ms. Sands? 

STATEMENT OF CARLA SANDS OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE AMBAS­
SADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE KINGDOM OF DEN­
MARK 

Ms. SANDS. Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member Murphy, distin­
guished members of the committee, it is an honor to appear before 
you today as President Trump's nominee to be the United States 
Ambassador to the Kingdom of Denmark. 

I am humbled that the President has chai·ged me with th is op­
portunity to work with the White House, Secretary Tillerson, and 
our gifted and hardworking officers at the State Department and 
Mission Denmark to lead our engagement with such a longtime 
and trustworthy ally. 

I also want to take a moment to thank my family: my daughter, 
Allie Sands; my two sisters, who are with me today, Dr. Rhonda 
Carver and Deborah Sicchitano; and my parents. Their love and 
support has sustained me through Lhe many phases of my life and 
the diverse hats I have worn in both the public and the private sec­
tor. I take this journey knowing I have their enthusiastic support. 
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Though now a resident of California, I am a native of Pennsyl­
vania and come from a long line of patriots and supporters of the 
United States. My ancestors fought in the Revolutionary War, Civil 
War, World War II, and more recently have served in the Air 
Force, Marine Corps, and U.S. Navy. 

It is with their legacy in mind that I approach my own govern­
ment service. And if confirmed, I can assure you that I will carry 
this history with me to Denmark as well. 

If confirmed, I bring to the job of chief of mission experience in 
the business sector and the nonprofit world, as I have practiced as 
a doctor of chiropractic, and raised funds for abused and neglected 
children, the arts, the police, homeless rehabilitation, and many 
other deserving causes. 

In my younger years, I was a working actress. And since my hus­
band's death in 2015, I have been the chairman of Vintage Capital 
Group. 

If I am confirmed, these varied leadership roles will serve me 
well in the different facets of chief of mission in Denmark, and I 
could not be more excited about the opportunity to lead this team. 

Denmark is a key ally, contributing troops and equipment to 
international operations, including the coalition to defeat ISIS; 
U.N. operations in the Middle East, Africa, and South Korea; and 
enhancing NATO's presence in the Baltic. 

Our relationship is supported by many men and women right 
here in Washington, whether it is our Denmark desk at the State 
Department or the many departments and agencies that work with 
their counterparts at Mission Denmark every day. 

This is an important time for Europe and Denmark. The after­
shocks of Brexit combined with the threats of terrorism and Rus­
sia's aggressive actions make clear that we must work with our al­
lies like Denmark to face these challenges together in a united 
way. 

Of course, there may be issues on which our two countries do not 
totally agree. However, our shared appreciation for freedom, secu­
rity, and opportunity give us a mutual destination guiding us in 
our relationship moving forward. 

If confirmed, my first priority will always be the welfare and se­
curity of U.S. citizens and our mission staff. Beyond that, I will 
work with our outstanding leadership at Mission Denmark to fulfill 
three primary goals. 

First, I will endeavor to promote bilateral trade and economic 
prosperity. There are more than 700 subsidiaries of Danish compa­
nies in the United States employing over 70,000 people. The United 
States is Denmark's largest trading partner outside of Europe, and 
I believe we can increase our sales of military aircraft and equip­
ment, machinery, medical and technical equipment, and other out­
standing American products. 

Second, Denmark is a trusted and dependable ally in an increas­
ingly unstable and unpredictable world. It is the only Nordic coun­
try that is both a member of the EU and NATO, and our alliance 
with Denmark is crucial for peace and stability in the Nordic, Bal­
tic, and Arctic regions. 
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If confirmed, I will work with the regional commander to further 
our close military alliance with Denmark to deter aggressors in the 
rem.on and promote stability worldwide. 

ffhird, and if confirmed, my goa l is for our Jmblic diplomacy to 
enga 0 e with as many of the almost 6 million Danes as I can, in­
cluding citizens in the kingdom's self-governing areas of Greenland 
the Faroe Islands. 

I hope to promote the people-to-people partnerships between 
Danes and Americans through study abmad and exchange pro­
rrrams, cultw·al programming and community outreach. I plan to 
do so by blending classical engagement with new and innovative 
ways to reach all, especially young people, to continue to foster a 
close and deep mutual respect and appreciation between our two 
countries. 

Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member Murphy, and members of the 
committee, t!,1ank you _for the opportunity to appear before you 
today. If confirmed, I will do my very best on behalf of our Nation, 
and I welcome any questions you may have. 

[Ms. Sands's prepared statement follows:] 

PREPARED STATEMENT OF CARLA SANDS 

Mr. Chairmon, Ranking Member Murphy, distin~isbed members of the com­
mittee. it i. an honor to 8p(lel.lr before you today us Presiden t Trump's ntmtinee to 
be th United State An,unssador to the Kingdom of .Denmru:k. I am humbled that 
the President has chm:ged me with thi opporttmit,v to work with the White Rous . 
Secretary Till!lrson .. and our gifl;ed 1md hardworking ot'ficers nt the tate Depar -
nient and Mission Denm ark ~) lead our engagement 1vit.h such a .longtime and tru t-
worthy a:Uy. · · 

I also want to take a moment o thank my fami ly-my daughter Allie Sands my 
sisters who are with me today, Dr. Rhonda Carver and Deboruh icchitano, and my 
parents. Their love and suppm·t has sustained n1e through the m1my phases of my 
life and the diverse hats I hnve worn "in both the public and the private sector. 1 
t11ke t hi R jnnrney knowing I hnvf! t.hP.il: enthnsiastic support. 

'.rhough now a rnsident of California, 1 am a native of Pennsylvnnfa and come 
from n long line of patriots and su~p<>rters ,of the United States. My an.cesto1.-s 
fought in lh!I Revolucionary War, Civi l War World War ll and more recently have 
sevved in th Air Force Marine o.rps ao.d lY.s. Nuvy. I~ i~ wiU1 Lh11ir f.,gucy i11 miml 
that I aprroach my own government service. And, i.f confirmed. 1 can assure you 
that J wiJ carry this history with 01.e to Denmark a.s well. 

If confirmed, I will bring to the Job of Chief of .Mission !lxpe.rience in the business 
sector m:Hl the nonprofit world as I hnve practiced as a Doctor of Chfropractic. raised 
funds for abused and neglected obil.dren, the arts, the police and homeless rehab.ili­
t.ation and many other deserving causes.. In my younger years, I w11s. a wodcing uc· 
tress and since my husb11nd's death in 2015 J have been the hai.rmun of Vintage 

apital Group. If J am confinned, these va1·ied leade1·s.hip roles will se1·v!I me well 
in the different facet5 of hief of Mission in Denmark and I could not he more ex­
cited about the opportunity to lead this team. 

The 'l'tump administrut.ion ha made it elem· in words and actions the bigh.-pti­
mity it plac"s on otll" nJ'li,in.ce~pa1'tne1·ship 11.11d friendship wi h Oenmark. The Presi­
dent. ho~t!ld P1ime l\llia.ister Lun; Ltikke R.1isn1ussen llt t he White HouseJ·ust two 
month~ aft.er his inuuguration. Hfa <'.arly engagement with Denmark un erscores 
the strength and importance of our security alliance and overall bilateral relation­
ship. 

Denmark is u key ally, contributing troops an<l equipment. to international aper· 
ations including the ooJ.ition to Defeat JSIS, U.N. operations: in the Middle East, 
Africa, and SOllth Korea, and. enhancing NATO's presence in the Baltic. Our Em­
bassy in C',openhagen supports one of our nation's closest 11nd most m.utually sup· 
portive l'elo.tipnships. 1.nd I cou ld not be mora excited about the Qppor unitf to lead 
this team. if co)lfirmed. Our t'elat.ionship is upportecl by many men 11111 wunrnn 
1;ght here in Washington, whethel' it is our Denmark desk ,tt the State Dep!lrtment 
or the many depnrt:ments nnd agencies t.hnt work with 1:heir counterparts 1;1t Mission 
Dennuu·k eve1-y day. 
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This is an important time for Europe and Denmark. The aftershocks of Brexit 
con\hined with the threats of terrorism and Russia's aggressive actions make d ear 
tha we must work with our e lHe like Denmark to face t hese challenges together 
in a united way. 

Of course. there may be issues on which our l:wo count1-ies do not totally agree. 
However, our shared appreciation for freedom, security, n.nd opportunity give us a 
mutui:d de ·tination guiding us 'in our relationship moving forward . 

If confirmed. my first priority w ill a lways be tb11 welfare and security of U.S. citi­
;:ens and our Mission staff. Beyond that, I will wm·k with the outstanding leadership 
fl Mission Denmark to fu lfi ll th ree primary goals: 

First I will endeavor to promote bi laternl trade and economic prosperity. There 
Ol'e more than 700 suhsidia1;es of Danish companieij in th United tat.es employing 
over 70,000 people. The United Stat s is Denmark's largest trading partner outside 
of Ew·ope and I beli ve we can increase our sa l $ of military a'ircraft and equip­
ment, machinery, medical and technical equipment and other outstanding American 
products. 

Second, Denmark is a trusted and dependable a lly in an increasingly unstable 
a nd unpredictable world. It is the only Nordic country that is both a member of tbe 
EU and NA1'0 and. our a lliance with Denmark is crucial for peace and stabi lity in 
the Nordic, Baltic. and Arctic r!l(.'inns. lf confirmed . l will work with the reb>iono.1 
commander to fw·ther our elnse military allionce with Denmark to d ter aggressors 
in the r~>ion and promote sti.lbility worldwide. 

'l'h.ird, and if confo.med1 my goul for our public diplomacy is to engage with as 
many of thll ulmost six uulli<m Danes as I can, incl uding cith;ens in the Kingdom's 
self-goveming areas of Green land nnd t~e Faroe [,!;lt,md . l hc,pe to pmmote the peo­
ple t.o people partnerships between Danes and Americnns, through tudy abroad and 
axchange programs, cuJturnl programming, and community outreach. T plan to do 
so by blending clas.,~ica l engagement with new and innovative ways to reach all. es­
pecially young people, !:o continu to foster a close and deep mutual respect and ap­
preciation between our two countries. 

Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member Murphy and members of the committee, thank 
you for the opportunity to appear before you today. If confirmed, I will do my very 
best on behalf of our nation and I welcome a.ny que ·tions you may have, 

Senator JOHNSON. Thank you, Ms. Sands. 
Our next nominee is Mr. Robert "Bob" Kohorst. Mr. Kohorst is 

the President's nominee to be U.S. Ambassador to Croatia. Mr. 
Kohorst is a prominent American businessman with expertise in 
law, real estate, and finance. He is President and founder of Ever­
est Properties, a large commercial enterprise that purchases and 
operates properties throughout the United States. 

Mr. Kohorst has contributed to public service organizations and 
educational institutions, including as director and chairman of the 
Young Presidents' Organization and regent of Loyola Marymount 
University. 

Mr. Kohorst currently lives in California, but has strong Midwest 
ties, having earned a bachelor of science degree from the Univer­
sity of Dayton and a J.D. from the University of Michigan Law 
School. 

Mr. Kohorst, pay no attention to the 2-minute mark. You can 
read your full opening statement. 

STATEMENT OF W. ROBERT KOHORST OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE 
AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF 
CROATIA 

Mr. KOHORST. Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member Murphy, and 
members of the committee, it is a pleasure and a privilege to ap­
pear before you today as President Trump's nominee to serve as 
the United States Ambassador to the Republic of Croatia. 
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I am honored by the confidence placed in me by the President 
and the Secretary of State. 

If confirmed, I look forward to wol'lting with this committee and 
the Congress in advancing the interests of the United States in 
Croatia. 

I would like to introduce my wife, Shelley· our son Kevin and his 
wife, Kate; and our other son Matt. Two of our grandchjlcb·en, Wil­
liam and Charlotte, tmfortunately, are too young to be here today, 
but we miss them. 

1 am humbled at the opportunity to appear before this hlsto1·ic 
committee, and I look forwru·d to starting an ongoing dialogue with 
all of you. 

Although I do not have any recent government or Foreign Service 
experience, I have enjoyed business and personal successes that 
will suit me well, if I am confirmed to repre ent the United States 
in Croatia. I have practiced law, worked for a large public com­
pany, and started my own business mor than 20 years ago. I have 
learned bow to manage peopl.e, transactions, and money in both 
large and small settings. I have been actively involved in a number 
of philantl,ropic orgaruzations. 

All of thi require hard work, good judgment, trong moral val­
ue , and the ability to work with others. If confirmed, I am pre­
pru·ed to bring all of the e skill to my new responsibilitie . And 
maybe best of all, I will be supported by m.y wife, Shelley, who may 
be the real asset the United States Government is gt:LLi11g 111 this 
deal. 

Last summer helley and 1 and a group of friend traveled 
throughout roati.a. We ffrst visited the Dalmatian coast, from 
Kotor to Split. We then travelled to Zagreb, with a side trip to 
Plitvice Park, one of the truly amazing wilderness settings in the 
worla . We. were tluilled with the hAa11ty of the country and the 
friendliness of the people. 

I look forward to the opportunity to spend time working with ev­
eryone in Croatia and building an even better relationship between 
our two nation . 

In preparing for today' hearing, I have been trnly impres"ed 
with how well our bilateral relationship with Croatia has been 
managed. Ambassador Noye ha been a tenific steward of the of­
fice, and it is clear that she has a great support team in Zagreb. 

[ look forward to working with the Embassy staff in an open 
friend ly, and cooperative manner to achieve common goal . My 
management style i .. to respect everyone for their contributions to 
the effort, help each employee succeed, promote good moral values, 
and insi t on great work. 

If confu-med, my foremo t priority as Ambassador will be pro­
moting the United States' interests in Croatia and support a Eu­
rope that is whole, free , and at peace. 

Of c01.U' e, ow· interests can be t be achieved if th y are compat­
ible with Croatian interests. I intend to work ha1·d to identify areas 
where we can mutually support each other. 

My team and I will focu on: strengthening the capabilities of a 
willin~ NATO ally; supporting Croatia's role in promoti11g regional 
tability, cooperation, and Euro-Atlantic integration; encouraging 
roatia' contribution to regional energy security, wh_i]e opening 
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new markets to U.S. gas exports; and, finally, bolstering Croatia's 
economic recovery to make it a more attractive partner for Amer­
ican businesses and exporters. 

Croatia has been a strong supporter of NATO, including pro­
viding troops for the NATO mission in Afghanistan. I look forward 
to strengthening our support of Croatia's military and making sure 
the working relationship between the United States and the Re­
public of Croatia is a model for the region and the world. 

I am particularly excited for Croatia as it expands on its opportu­
nities within the European Union. The country has made great 
strides since it entered the European Union in 2013, and I intend 
to do my best to assist in maintaining that progress. Croatia's 
planned accession to the Schengen Area will only help deepen its 
integration to the European community and expand opportunities, 
especially in tourism. 

Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member Murphy, and members of the 
committee, thank you for this opportunity to appear before you 
today. If confirmed, I look forward to hosting your visit to Croatia 
and to working closely with you all to advance the interests of the 
United States. 

[Mr. Kohorst's prepared statement follows:] 

PREPARED STATEMENT OF W. ROBERT KOHORST 

Mr. Chairnrnn, Rnnking Member Murphy. and members of the committee. it is 
11 pleru;ure and a pi:ivileg to appear before you today as President Trumps nominee 
to serve as . th Un ited Stnt.es Ambassador to the Republic of Croatia. f am honored 
by th• confidence placed in me by the Presid1;1li.t and the Secretary of State. 

If confim1ed [ look forward to working with this committee amt the ong1:es · in 
advancing the interests of the United States in Croatia. 

I would like to introduce my wife, Shelley Allen, our son, Kevin, and his wife, 
Kate, and our other son, Matt. Two of our grandchildren, William !llld Charlotte. 
unfortunately are too young to fly here and sit through these hearing . but I miss 
having them here with us. 

I am humbled at the opportunity to appear before this historic committee, and I 
look forward to starting 1'u1 ongoing dialogue with all of you_ Although I do not. have 
any rel:ent governm1mt en- Fornign Service experience, l lmve enjoyed business ond 
personal succe~sefl hat. wi ll suit me wall if I em confirmed to represent the United 
States in Croatia. I h(1ve practiced law. worked for a large public company, and 
started my own business mor11 thtm 20 years ago. I have learned l1ow tc) manage 
people1 trnnsactiona and money in both large and small settin.,.s. I have been Rc­
tively mvol\'.ed in u number of phil1111thropic orgnni7.atiol1~· AU o? this r_equires hurd 
work, good Judgemcmt, strong moral va lues, and the ah1ht,y to work w1th others. If 
confirmed. r um f.repared to bring ull of thP-Se skills to my new responsibilities. And 
nmybe best of a l , I will be 1>upport11d by my wife, Shelley, who may he the real asset 
the United tutes Government is getting in this deal. 

Last summer, Shelley and I and a group of friends traveled throughout Croatia. 
We first visited the Dalmatian coast, from Kotur t.o plit. We he.n travelled to Za­
~-eb, with u s ide tiip to Plitvice Park, one of the truly 11.11101,ing wilderness settings 
in the world. We were thrilled 1>nth the beauty of the country und the friend liness 
of the people. I look forward to the opportunity to spend time working with everyone 
in Croatia nnd building an even better relationship between oar two nations. 

In prepru-i11,: for todnfs hearing, I have been t1uly impressed with how well our 
bilateral relationship with Crout.ill has been nrnnuged. Ambassallo1· Noyes has been 
a terrific steward of the office, a nd it is cJear that she has a great support team 
i n Zagreb. I look tin,vard to working with the Embassy staff in an open, friendly, 
o.nd cooperative ma11ner to ach.ieve common gocds. My management style is to re­
spect everyone for their conttibutions to the effort, help each employee succeed pro-
mote gnod moral values . and insist on great wm-k. · 

If confirmed, my fciremost priori ty as Ambassador wi ll be promoting the United 
Stat.es' interests in Croatia and snpport a 1'~wY>pe wholl!., free and ilt. peace. Of 
oo\ll-se our int.ere.sts can best be achieved if they arP.. compatible with Croati,m in-
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terests. I intend to work hard to identify areas where we can mutually support each 
other. 

My team and I will focus on: 
• treligthening the capabilities of a willing NATO ally. 
• upporting Cn:,utia's role in promoting re1,1ional stabi lity, cooperation, and Euro­

Atlantic integration. 
• Encm1raging Croatia's contribution to regional energy security, while opening 

new markets to U.S. gas exports. 
• Bal tering Croatia's economic ret:overy to make it a more attractive partner for 

American businesses and e-xporters. 
Crnatfa hns been a strong supporter of NATO. including providing troop for the 

NATO mission in Afghanistan. I look forward to strengthenfog our support of Cro­
atia's military ~nd mokin~ s_Ltre the working reln~ionship between the United States 
ond the Republic of Croatrn 1s u model for the n~1pon, and the world. 

I am particularly excited for Croatia as it. eXpllOdS on it opportunities within th 
European Union . The country has made great strides ince it n r d the Ew·opean 
Union in 2013, and I 'intencl to do my best to a Lt in maintaining that progress. 
Croutia's planned acce sion to th chengen Arna will only help deep n ita integril­
tion to he Eul'opean community and expand opportunities. especially for touri!\Ul. 

Mr. hairnum, Ran king Member Murphy, and members of the committee, thank 
you for this opportunity to appear before you toclay. If confi1·med, T look forwa,.d to 
hosting your visit to Croatia and to working closely with you all to advance the in­
terests of the United 'tates. 

Senator JOHNSON. Thank you, Mr. Kohorst. 
Let me just start out, for both nominees, you both mentioned, in 

some way, shape, or form, talking about bolstering economic ties. 
Can you talk about, in each pal'ticular country, Croatia and Den­
mnrk, what arc the greatest opportunities, in terms of economic re­
lations between our two countries? 

Mr. Kohorst, I will let you go first. 
Mr. KoHORST. Thank you, Senator, for that very important ques­

tion. 
There is a tremendous opportunity in Croatia to build a natural 

ec1s terminal off t,he Island of Krk in the Adriatic. That program 
is currently in process, with an expected openfog in 2019. 

That is an economic program that will provide three terrific ben­
efits. One is it will expand the economic benefits and economy in 

roatia. Second, it will have the potential to deliver energy su-p­
p1ie to Southeastern Eul'Ope, whicJ1 has the potential of reducing 
the Russian energy influence in the area. And third, it is a som·ce 
of export for the United States delivering natural gas to South­
eastern Europe. 

Senator JOHNSON. Ms. Sands? 
Ms. SANDS. Thank you, Senator, for that important question. 
My understanding is that our trade is very important to the 

present administration. Some of my goals regarding trade will be 
to open new markets to American products and to receive more in­
vestment in the United States from Denmark. 

So I believe that we do have a trade deficit with Denmark. One 
of my goals is to reduce that deficit through great American prod­
ucts finding their way to Denmark. 

Senator JOHNSON. Ms. Sands, when you were in our office, we 
were talking a little bit about the 2 pe1·cent goal, which neither 
country is meeting cunently. One of the thing you pointed out, 
and I think is true, and I do not- think we do enough of this is 
pointing out the fact that Denmark has also sacrificed its sons and 
daughters as a strong ally. 
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Can you just talk about how we need to make that point, in your 
role as future Ambassador? 

Ms. SANDS. Yes. Definitely, the President and Secretary Tillerson 
feel strongly about the member commitment to NATO of 2 percent. 
While it is true that Denmark is not there yet, my understanding 
is that the Prime Minister is intending to increase the defense 
budget in the new budget from 2018 to 2022. Of course, that is an 
important piece. 

But Denmark also is small but mighty. They punch above their 
weight. They give blood and treasure right alongside Americans. 
They have one of the highest rates per capita of not only troops but 
also loss of life in defending freedom and prosperity in the world. 
They have also given funds to Afghanistan and other countries in 
the world to help restore these countries. 

So I believe that while it is important that they give more, Den­
mark is definitely a great ally to the United States and to NATO, 
and a very close partner in defense in the world. 

Senator JOHNSON. Thank you. 
Mr. Kohorst, Senator Murphy and I met with Serbian President 

Vucic a couple months ago. I was just in Serbia and Kosovo about 
a month ago. I think our sense was that President Vucic is some­
body who is willing to take some risks to help stabilize that region. 

I was a little disappointed to hear that the meeting between Ser­
bia and Croatia was called off, I guess just yesterday, because of 
increased tension. 

Can you just kind of speak to, first of all, the imperative of trying 
to stabilize the Southeast European region, and particularly the 
crucial role that Croatia and Serbia play in that? 

Mr. KOHORST. Thank you, Senator. 
Croatia has been a longtime ally of the United States, a very 

strong supporter of NATO, and a source of stability in Southeast 
Asia. It is very important that the United States continues to en­
courage Croatia to work on bilateral issues of conflict with their 
neighbors, so that stability can be achieved for all parties. 

I was aware that the Presidents decided not to meet, but I have 
not yet been read in to any specifics of that, so I, unfortunately, 
cannot comment about why that meeting was canceled. 

But Croatia has shown a willingness to meet and talk with Ser­
bia on the outstanding issues. There are several. There are legacy 
war issues. There are property rights issues. And there are some 
border issues that need to be resolved. 

In addition, Croatia needs to continue to support the population 
in Bosnia, and Bosnia's accession into the European Union. And 
they need to continue to work on areas where they can agree, so 
that we truly have stability in that part of the wo.rld. 

Senator JOHNSON. Thank you, Mr. Kohorst. 
Senator Kaine has to go to the same budget hearing markup that 

I am going to have to leave for shortly, so, Senator Kaine? 
Senator KAINE. Thank you. And thank you to my ranking mem­

ber, Senator Murphy, for letting me jump ahead. 
I just wanted to come briefly to congratulate you for your nomi­

nation and to hear your statements. These are both important 
countries, and our relationships with them have been strong. And 
their membership in NATO, their commitment of troops in Afghan-
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istan, the Danish commitment recently to put more troops in Esto­
nia to help us deal with issues on the Russian border, these are 
important relationships. 

I will only just offer one piece of advice. I do not have questions. 
One of the things I do when I travel and go to embassies is I tell 

the Ambassador to depart the room, and I sit down with first- and 
second-tour of FSOs, and I congratulate them for having a great 
job and for getting through the difficult vetting and being selected 
for such an important position. Then I say, "Tell me what will 
make the difference between you making this a career and maybe 
just doing it for a few years." 

That is usually all I have to say to have about a 1.5 hour-long 
discussion. You will be glad to know that the deal-breakers are 
never, "I don't like by Ambassador." But they do talk a little more 
freely sometimes when the Ambassador is out of the room. A lot 
of it is about paperwork and organizational structure that they feel 
inhibits their natural creativity and ability to do a good job. 

So when you come in new and they do not have any history with 
you and any complaints yet, I would encourage, especially with 
some of the younger members of the Foreign Service in each of 
your embassies, to really let them know what a wonderful thing it 
is that they have these jobs, and obviously express appreciation for 
doing them, but just ask them to share with you candidly the joys 
anrl frmitrations of the life. 

Some of the frustrations they are volunteers for, the challenging 
travel, and sometimes being assigned to a place they like and 
sometimes not, and family sacrifices. There are huge challenges 
and frustrations, and we need to all give them our appreciation for 
that. 

But you will probably learn some things if you talk to the 
newbies especially that will help you work well and serve them 
well and serve the mission well during the course of the time that 
you are there, should you be confirmed. 

So congratulations. 
And I will hand it back. Thanks. 
Senator JOHNSON. Thank you. I am going to have to go to the 

same budget hearing markup as Senator Kaine, so I am going to 
have to leave now. 

Again, I want to congratulate you for your nominations. Thank 
you for your service. Thank your families for their service. 

I will turn it over to Senator Murphy. 
Senator MURPHY. [Presiding.] Thank you very much, Mr. Chair­

man. I should have done a little bit of research about what power 
I now have as the holder of the gavel as a minority party member. 
[Laughter.] 

Senator MURPHY. Let me just add my thanks to both of you for 
your willingness to serve. This is not easy, and you are good to do 
it. 

Just a few additional questions. Senator Johnson really picked 
out some of the priorities for me as well. 

Mr. Kohorst, you are, for all intents and purposes, going to be 
the first political Ambassador, political appointee to Croatia. His­
torically, this has been a career Foreign Service post, the exception 
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being the first Ambassador, Peter Galbraith, who had a long his­
tory of experience in foreign policy and international affairs. 

So I just say that because I think the burden will be greater on 
you to get up to speed very quickly, because, as Senator Johnson 
referenced, the Balkans are a place where many global conflicts 
start. And it is still, in many ways, a tinderbox of ethnic and na­
tionalist tensions. 

He referenced this cancellation of an important meeting between 
the Croatians and the Serbs, but the Croatians have also been a 
real thorn in the side of Serbia's desire to eventually join the Euro­
pean Union. One of the things that holds that region together is 
the aspiration of many countries there, particularly in the Western 
Balkans, to eventually be members of the EU. 

You may not have the answer to this question, but I will ask it 
anyway. President Trump cheered on Britain as they left the Euro­
pean Union and has put a U.S.-EU trade deal on ice. Do you know, 
going into Croatia, being in the middle of a region with many EU 
aspirants, what the administration's policy is as to EU enlarge­
ment, whether we are going to be asking Ambassadors such as 
yourself to work in a manner that would allow countries to join the 
EU? You are obviously going to an EU country, but they are often 
trying to stop other countries from joining. 

I wonder whether, in your prepurution for this, you huve been 
given any indication as to whether you are going to be going to Eu­
rope to try to help grow Europe or you are going to Europe to try 
to cheer on, not its disintegration, but those who might wish to 
leave. 

Mr. KoHORST. Thank you, Senator, for that question. 
First of all, I am aware that the Serbians and the Bosnians are 

interested in joining the European Union, and that there is some 
dispute about that. But I have not yet been briefed about any spe­
cific aspects about our position on that issue. 

Senator MURPHY. Again, I know you well. You have been success­
ful in everything you have done in your life, so I trust you will be 
successful in this endeavor as well. But I think you will have to 
be a very quick study, again, building on the work of some great 
career diplomats who have been there. So I wish you luck. 

Ms. Sands, let me ask you a question about that trade agreement 
that I referenced. Denmark was maybe one of the strongest sup­
porters of T-TIP. This is the U.S.-EU bilateral trade agreement 
that was being negotiated in the Obama administration that, from 
what we understand, is now not moving forward. There is one poll 
showing public support at about 71 percent. 

You were part of the President's economic council, so you have 
been in a position to give him advice. What is your position on the 
prospects of a future U.S.-EU trade agreement? You are going to 
be going to a country that is a big fan of that agreement and is 
very nervous that the prospects for that agreement are pretty dim 
today. 

Ms. SANDS. Thank you, Senator, for that very important ques­
tion. 

As you know, both the United States and Denmark hold trade 
very high. We are both trading nations and innovative countries. 
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While it is true that this trade agreement has been paused, my 
understanding is that the admini tration is working through how 
they are going to prnceed. Aml if I am t.:unfirmec.l tu serve in Den­
mark, I wi ll wait to hear what the P1·e ident and Secretary 
Tiller on, what agreement they come to. And I will implement the 
policies of the administration. 

Senator MORPHY. Thank you. I hope you are right, that we are 
going to get that trade agreement restaxted. There are still plenty 
of r\l'.u1tal'iff bani1::n:1 that hw'L t.:umpauies in the United States. 

Ju t one more question for you, Ms. Sands, on the Danes rela­
tion hip with Russia. They have to be talking to the Russians, in 
particulru· because of their concerns with respect to the Arctic, but 
they have been partners with us in continuing sanctions against 
Russia with respect to their action in Ukraine. 

I expect that you will have orders to continue to work with the 
Danes on Russia sanctions, but I just wonder if you might speak 
for a moment about the work that you expect to be doing to try to 
make ure that Denmark and the U .S. are working in conce1·t to 
make ure that Russia continue to pay a price for their invasion 
of Ukraine while also trying to find ways that we can work to­
gether, the Arctic being a good exampl of it. 

Ms. SANDS. Thank you, Senator. 
This is a very complicated issue. While I know the administra­

tion is working through how this is going to go forward, the Rus­
l.:liau l.:l::mcliumi, Lhey are going to be very se1·ious. And I look for­
ward, if I am confirmed, to being at post and being fully briefed 
on the i sue regarding the Ru sian anction and how it will im­
pact both Denmark and the Umted States. 

Senator MURPHY. Mr. Kohor t, let me ask you the same question. 
Croatia, obviously, is an important country with respect to holding 
European and U.S. sanctions against Russia together. How do you 
expect to work with the Croats on making sure that they continue 
to be pru·t of a coalition that holds Ukraine-related sanction to­
gether against the Russians? 

Mr. KoHORST. Thank you, Senator. 
Croatia has been a strong and important ally of the United 

States for 25-plus yeru· . I expect that relation hip to continue. And 
if confirmed, I will do my best to maintain a positive relationship 
with the roatian Government and its people. 

Croatia ha been fully supp01'tive of the U.S. sanctions again t 
Russia and the Ukraine. From what I under tand, they will con­
tinue to do so. 

Senator MURPHY. I was vamping, waiting for Senator Shaheen. 
So now that enator Shaheen is here, I will let her settle herself 
and turn it over to her for a few final questions. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you very much, Senator Murphy, for 
keeping the hearing open so that I could come over and get my 
que tions in. 

Congratulation to both of you on your nominations and on your 
willingness to serve the country. 

As _ _you know, both Croatia and Denmark are very important to 
the United States. I am ur you covered many of the que tions 
that I had, but I really wanted to a k you. about energy, because 
a we look at the proposals for Nord Stream II pipeline, obviously, 
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there are concerns in both Croatia and Denmark about that pipe­
line and what that would mean in the countries. 

So as you are thinking about your role as Ambassador, should 
you be confirmed, how do you view being able to support your host 
country as they continue to keep that pipeline from being built and 
continue to address the energy issues that they have in each coun­
try? 

I will ask you, Mr. Kohorst, if you would like to go first on that. 
Mr. KoHORST. Thank you, Senator. 
Energy is a critical issue in Croatia, in the past few years and 

going forward. They are currently in the process of building and 
LNG terminal off the Island of Krk, which will have the potential, 
with the pipeline being built through to Hungary, has the potential 
to deliver substantial energy to Southeastern Europe, which will 
dramatically reduce the Russians' influence in that area. It pro­
vides economic benefits to the country of Croatia, reduces Russian 
influence, and has the potential to allow American companies to ex­
port liquefied natural gas to the area. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Ms. Sands? 
Ms. SANDS. Thank you, Senator, for that question. 
The pipeline is a very important topic. Denmark is concerned, 

and so is the United States. The pipeline would go through Danish 
territorial waters. And I believe that, of course, I will look forward, 
if I am confirmed, to learning more about this at post, but Den­
mark is very progressive in their energy. They are, actually, I think 
the only EU net exporter of energy. And I believe that they are so 
innovative that they, along with the United States, are finding new 
ways to power Denmark. 

But as far as the Nord II, it is a complicated issue, and I look 
forward to learning more about it. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you. 
I want to go back to Croatia, because Croatia has been very help­

ful to its neighbors in the Western Balkans, in terms of encour­
aging them in their efforts to join the EU and to look west and con­
tinue to support those values. I think it is probably more important 
now than it has been in the last several decades, perhaps since 
Yugoslavia broke apart, to have countries in the Western Balkans 
who are offsetting some of the influence from Russia. 

I noticed recently that Serbia, we have seen a big change in pub­
lic opinion in Serbia about their interest in joining the EU and in 
their support for the West versus support for Russia. 

So as you think about your role as Ambassador, what can you 
do to continue to support Croatian efforts to work with their neigh­
bors on continued EU integration? 

Mr. KOHORST. Thank you, Senator. 
Croatia joined the EU in 2013 after 10 years of going through the 

process. It is a very difficult process, but they were able to make 
changes in their society and their economy to satisfy the require­
ments for joining. I believe their neighboring countries, Serbia and 
Bosnia, are attempting to make those changes. To the extent that 
we can help that process, I believe that is in the United States' in­
terests. 
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So I would encourage Croatia, without interfering with the bilat­
eral relationships between those two countries, to support the EU 
whenever possible. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you. 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator MURPHY. Thank you very much, Senator Shaheen. 
We do not have an ambassador to Hungary yet, but when we do, 

you will get to know them very well, because at the heart of these 
enerfP' issues in the region i one of the most complicated energy 
relationships in Eurnpe between Croatia and Hungary. 

We 1ook forward to working with you to try to settle some of 
those issues around reverse gas flows, because if we put that LNG 
terminal into Croatia, it does not do much good if we cannot then 
tm:n that around and help out neighboring countries that today are 
dependent on Russian oil. 

'l'h:mk you hoth for providing us with your testimony and re­
sponses. The hearing record is going to remain open, Senator John­
son tells me to report, for 2 days until October 7 at 5 p.m. So if 
you do get any questions from members of the committee who were 
not here or who were here, we hope that you will turn those 
around as fast as possible. 

Senator MURPHY. And with that, as I reach for his gavel, the 
hearing is adjourned. 

[Whereupon, at 3:05 p.m., the hearing was adjourned.] 

Additional Material Submitted for the Record 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO CARLA SANDS BY SENATOR BENJAMIN L. CARDIN 

Qrte.~lion 1. What are t.he mos important actions you have taken in your career 
to date to promote human rights und demucracy? What has been the impnet of your 
actjonB? 

Ans1ver. 'l'hn,ughoi1t my ~teer, r have worked in my local community to benefit 
ond advance the 1·ights Ot the most vulnernble and disadvuntaged populations, ,;ucb 
a~ a r isk-youth. 'l'hes ii effortll have l.leen r1 commitment of my .,ntire family as we 
have raised fund s and personally volunte red to benefit locul groups thut provide 
support and h a.li ng for abu~ed and neglected children and horn le, s population . 

If cot1firmed. T will continu my commitment tu I ssi~ting these an,d other vulner­
uhle populations :.t a firm a.dvoc(l.te for those withou a voice, particularly women 
and children wh() have l,een victims of human trafficking. 

Q1wsti01i 2. What are the most pressing human rights concerns in Oenl)lurk 
today? What ni-e the most important step~ you expect to take---if confinned- to ad­
vunc human. rights and democracy in Denmark and, working in purtcmrship with 
Denmark, to promote human rights around the globe? What do you hope to accom· 
p lish through these actions? 

• If confirn1ed. whut am the potentinl ol stacles to arldr s ing the specific human 
ri!l'.ht.~ i. sueB _you h11ve identified_ in your pre_v-ious I'~ \pOn ~? What chal lenge 
will yoa face m Denmark ndvuncmg humrm nght.'l, cwil soc1et.y and democracy 
in general? 

• A1:e yoa committed to meeting with human right.~. civil society and ot:her non­
govemmental organizations in the U.S. and with looal human rights NGOs in 
Denmark? 

Answer. Denmark is an importun and activ ally on democratic viJ..lut,s und the 
rul of luw upon which the NATO AJliiLnce was founded, supporting the United 
Stutes' efforts to str ngthen huroan right.,; around the globe. Denm,wk is among the 
mo~t g1mernus donor nationij in the world, providfog $2.8 billion-the equivnlen of 
mm.i:ly one perc nt of its GDP-ea ·h year in ofticial de:velop.ment uid, which is alto-
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cated (in part) to promoting human rights and democracy. Re~p.ect for human righ ts 
is a col'e Danish value. At th snm{) time, Denmark. in recent years, has dr11wn 
international criticism for the treatment of ilTegulur mjgrnnts from out ide Europe. 
and tough immigration rules and le1,ti·lution to deter asylum seekers . lf confi rmed, 
1 will eontinue to en.coui-age Denmark to remain firmly committed to protecting 
human rights at home and abroad. And if c/111fim1ed, I will regularly engage with 
rep>'l'.sentative from govammP,nt. politir.al parties, and nongovernment,:u organiza­
tions to st1-e s th im~orta11ce of to!erancil and divern'icy and to share best pi·il.CticP.s 
and new ideas pnimotrng human rights, includ'ing programs, at thr, local level. 

Qu.estion 3. Will you and yolu· embassy team actively eng11ge with Denmark to ad­
dress he unjust targeting of key political prisoners and othtff persons 1uound the 
world? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with the Danish Government to call out cases 
involving ,•ictims of politicnlly-motiv11t(ld prosecut.illn and encourage their resolution 
in a manner that respects human rights and the rule of law. 

Quest.inn 4. Jf confirmed, what step will you tu.ke to pro-actively support the 
Leahy Law and similar efforts to nsure tha provisions of U.S. se<:urity assistance 
a·nd secm·ity coopara-tion activities rninfomi human rights? 

Answe1·. f con.firmed , T will ensw·e that , taff have access to training on Leahy 
Law restrictions on providing assistance to foreign military uni ts that violate 
hu:mm 1;ghts an~ wilt ensure ~n.tbass.l:' openhagen thoroug~ly {'e~ individtu~l5. ~nd 
umts that 1t nommutes to participate in U" .-fonded secunty ass.1stunce activities . 
. Qnesti?1~ 5: Will you eng11g with the people of_ DtmnuU"k_ 01;1 matters of human 

rights, c1v1l nghts and governance as part of your bilateral m1ss10n? 
Answer. I.f confirmed, f look fm·wllrd to strengthening the people t.o people part­

ners.hips betwe n Dunes and Americans, whether through study abroad or exchange 
program , cultural programming, or community outreach. I plan to do so by blend­
ing tr3ditional enssgement. with i;iew and innovative wsys to reaoh a diverse audi­
ence, especially youth, to continue to fo ter a close and deep mutual re~pect and ap­
pl'eciation between our two countries and to empha ize an~as -of hared values in­
cluding human 1;gh , civil right:!. and govermtnce. 

Q11.e.9lioll. 6. What will you do to pmmnte. mentor ai1.d support your staff members 
who come from diverse backgrounds and underreprP..sented groups in the State De­
p11rtment? 

• What steps w\11 you take to ansure thRt supervisors at the Emba sy .foster an 
em•ironmen that is diverse nnd inclusive. including in terms of gentle\', eth­
nicity. nnd other chunicter istics? 

Answer. NJ a bu iness executive. l appreciate the importance of fostering diverse 
11nd inch1sjve teams, and und<m,tand t he value of having minorities in leadership 
position~. fu keeping with Sllcretary 'l'illerson s strong ,imphn.sis orl diversity, if con­
firmed, I will develop an i.nc!u~iv(l wo;rk environment at Embassy op nhagen that 
encourages ilifterent perspectives. anrl I will ensure thut all sttpervisor recejve. reg­
ufar formal trn.jning and guidance on E80 p1inciples. diversity, and inclusion. 

Q1u1stion 7. Do you cnmmit to bring to the cnmmitt,ee';; attenti<m (and the tate 
Department Inspector General) any change in folicy or U.S. actiol"l!l that you sus­
peet may he influenced by any of the Presidents business or financial interests. or 
the business or financial interests of any senior Whlte House staff'? 

Answer. I commit to comply with all relevant federal ethius 'Jaw , regulations, and 
rules, and to raise concerns that I may have through appropriate channelij . 

Question 8. Do you commit to inform the committee if you have any reason to sus­
pect that u foreign government, head of stnte. or foreign-controlled etitity is taking 
any action to benefit any of the President's business or financial interests, or the 
interests of senior Wh_ite Honse staff? 

Answer. I commi to comply wit,h t.dl reltivant federal ethics laws, regulations, and 
rules, and to rai~ concerns that f may have through approp ·iate channels. 

Question 9. Do you or do any members of your immediate family have any finan­
cial interests in Denmark'? 

Answei-. My investment portfolio includes companie hat have a presence in Den­
mark. I um committed t.o ensm·ing my official actions will not give rise to a conflict 
ofi'nterest. ·1 will divest my inte1•ests in those qimpnnie thut th Stute Department 
Ethics Office deems necessary to avoid a conflict. of interest. and wllJ remain vigilant 
with regard to my ethics obligations. 

Question 10. Have there been any material changes to your financia l assets, in­
come, or any other information requested by the OGE financial disclosure. form since 
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the date you signerl it? If so, please list and explain below, and whether you have 
raised th11m wi ;h OGE. 

Answer. I know of no ignificant change in m..Y fi nancilll »ff'HirR sinr.it I filArf my 
report I am commi tted to ensuring that my official actions will not give rise to a 
conflict of interest and will remain vigi lant with regards to my ethics obligations. 

Qu<!stion 11. Rus ia Sanctions: Unity with European partners on Russia sanctions 
is critical to their success. What is your diplomatic plan to build upport within 
Denmark for ' tronger sanctions on Rm;sia? 

An wer. Denmark has l;>een a steadfast supporter of EU su.nctions ag,dnst Rusi;iu, 
which aTe designed to impose costs on Russia sufficient ~o change the. Russian Gov­
emment's ooh11vior. Denmar k also nimains committed to chal lenging Russia n influ­
ence eumpuign s in Europe onrl hns taken purL in and Hupported international efforts 
to restore Ukraine's integrity. ff cM fi rmed. l wiU work to ensul'e U.S. and Da nish 

tmlieies toward~ Russia remain closely coordinated. to e. coordination with allies, 
ik Denmark, i vital t.o ensur11 th , unction · etlectively supl?ort our work in resolv­

ing the conflict in Ukraine, and to pui,h bnck against Russian efforts to influence 
th domestic affairs of oth r countries. 

Question 12. Rw;sian Malign Influence: How will r.ou seek to boost resilien e to 
Rn~. inn nuirldli nl!' withi n nnni!lh in,.t.ih1t.ion1, nn rl r.ivi l RoniAty·1 Wh 11t. ""~i1<t.A nrA pri­
oritie will you push with Da nish count.erpart."> to s ho1 up re ·ilience lsewh ere in 
Europe? 

An wer. ff confirmed. I will support u !urger effort to llUild the resilience of Eum­
pean partne1·s against Russia's whole-of-government efforts to undermine demo­
cratic procc:.mcn tlirough progrnma liko media messaging, bilaterul exchanges e.g. 
student outre>.ach in Denmark and Greenland), culturul programs, and regional net­
works. I will encourage direc government-to-government collaborat;ion to addl.'ess 
and push back on Russian influence campaigns through gr1mt nssi ta.nee, troining, 
and exchange proc,:-oms.. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMI'ITED 
TO ROBERT KOHORST BY SENATOR BENJAMIN L. CARDIN 

Q.ueslion I. What are the most important actions you have taken in your career 
to date to promote human rights and democracy? What has been the impact of your 
F1.otion ? 

Answer. Over the course of my career, I have been active with a number of chari­
table organizations tha focus on youth, education and health care. 

I was u long-term boa1·d member an.cl 11 2 term President of the Sun Gabiiel Valley 
Chapter, Boy couts tif America, which ;;erves thou a nds of young men. Dming my 
tenure l wus an advocate for the Boy Scouts to cho.nge their policies to be more 
inclusive. 

My wife 11nd l have a lso been active supporters of DoJorn;; Mission School, a 
atho lic grade school that supports education in the ffi panic community, whfoh in­

cludes u significant immigrant pop11hJtion. Dolorns Mission School has made o no­
tic1mhle udvuncement in the number of youth in the community that grncluote h.igh 
c;hool and go on o college, l have al. o been a long-term Ti·ustee for La Salle High 
·hool. which has u mis ·ion under the Christian Brothers to provide educat.ion for 

a n inclus ive clemographic. with a purticuJur focu,; on the ed,ucating the poor and dis­
adv1:mtag d community. 

My wife a nd I have a li;o been iiii,rn ificant contributors to Huntington Hospitnl, 
which prnvides key services to ull mem bers of (m l' community· and i the main crit­
ical cure focility in our area. 

Q1w.qtitm 2. What are t h!! nw~t pressing human right..~ concerns in roatia today? 
Wh11t are the mo t important steps you exf.Act to bike-if confirmed-to advance 
humun right..'! and democr11cy in Cl·oatiu Hnc, working in po1foers hip with roatin, 
w promote human rights in the Europe Hnd ICurusia region? What do you hope to 
11ccompUsh through these actions? 

Answer. Croatia is s ii1 addressing issueR nilnted to the wars that followed the 
b~·eakup of Yugoslavia in the 19HO . Some of these legacy issu •s continutl to huve 
human right implications. Although th i;overnm,ent lil"enerully tri1~s t11 addn,ss 
these issues, relations with members of etnnic minorities-most notuhly the Serb 
community-could oo better. isolated in tance>.s of ant i-Serb protests 11nd the vandul­
izing of Serb churcheii a nd monument.s have occ1111·ed. Some extreme e lement.,:; of 
Croatian society have engaged in sporadic anti-Semitism or Holocaust revisionism. 
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The recent controversy sunounding the pl11cem.ent of a veteran's group p.la9ue l>ear· 
ing an Ustashu-era slogan near the World War II·era Ja~enovac concentmtrnn camp 
and a lack of progress in resolving the property restitlttion claims of Croatian Jews· 
or their descendants highlight the need for more resolute, timely action by the gov· 
ernment. 

Promoting human rights and democratic governance is a core element of U.S. for­
eign policy. Fortunately, we have a willing partner in the cur-rent Croatian, Govern­
ment, a lthough our priorities in Croatia and the region may, at times, di.fler. As a 
party to a number of UN human rights treaties, including the International Cov­
enant on Civil 1111d Political Rights and the European Convention on Human Rights, 
art<! having n:iet human rigb.ts-related ~riteria during its acces~itln to the Ew·opea_n 
U.ruon, Croatia has undertaken obligations to uphold human nghts and democrat1c 
ideals. 

If confirmed, I will remind the Croatian Government of such obligations when 
needed. I will also cooperate with the Government in the pmmotion of hamun rights 
and demoeraey in the region. notably in constructiv1Jly snpporting democratic and 
electorul reform efforts in Bosnia and ffe1-;,;p,govim1 ahd resolving war legacy and 
other cont11ntious issues with Serbia. Through these act.ion r hope t.o contrihute to 
reiponal stabili1.ation an!i respect fl~r !nunan ~-ight.,; and democr11cy, and to the deep­
ening of EtlTOpean and £uro-Atlant1c mtflgvation. 

Question 3. If confirmed, what are the · potential obstacles to addressing the spe­
cific h,uman rights issues Y<)U have identified in your previous respimse? Wh.at chal­
lenges will you face in rou.tiu adv::i.ncing ln~man dght.,;, civil society and democracy 
in general? 

Answer. As I mentioned. some of the human rights-related is ue · in the Balkans 
are linked to historical events. going back in ·ome ca es to the ectmd World War. 
These deep-seated legacy issues often require cultural, and even generational, 
i:h11ne-11 ~11 fu lly rnRnlv11. If i:onfirmr.cl, T m11y 11nr.011nt.11r Rom11 reRi11t1-mr.11 wh11n 11cl­
d.r •ssing the'Se issues in my l?ublic role as Ambassador to Crootia, but addressing 
such issues is something I intend to do. 

ff confim1ed, J look forward to enb'llging with the young pP.ople of Croatia, whose 
youth was not shaped by war and who look forward to Croatia's bright future i"n 
the European Union. I will leverage cu ltural and educational exchange progi-anu;, 
person-to-person ties and our outstanding relatjoJ1s hjp with the Croatian govern· 
ment to further promote human rights and respect for democracy. 

Question 1. Are you committed to meeting with human rights, civil society, and 
other non-governmental organizations in the U.S. and w.ith local human rights 
NGOs in Croatia? 

Answer. Yes, I am committed to meeting with and supporting civil society organi­
zations who work in the promotion of democracy and human rights in both the U.S. 
and in Croatia. 

Question 5. Will you and your embassy team actively engage with Croatia to ad­
dress the unjust targeting of key political prisoners and other persons around the 
wor.ld? 

Answer. If confirmed f wil l address such pl'actices in my role as U.S. Ambassador 
to roatia, and my Ernba sy ooam will continue to xecute U.S. Government policy 
to he lp resolve significant cuses of political persecution . 

Question 6. 11' confirmed, wha steps will you take to pro•actively support the 
LelJ,:hy Law and s.imi lar efforts to ensure that pmvisions of U.S. security assistance 
and security cooperotion activities reinforce humun 1ights? 

Answ r . Aii ciw· security cooperation with Croatia has expanded over rec nt ye,Hs, 
our Embassy hai; executed a significant International Mrntary Education ancl 'I'l'ain· 
ing (IMET) program ($1.1 million last year. $8501< for ll'Y 2018). This means thfly 
send · cm;ty force personnel from tlrn rnntian military to mutually-b neticial 
training prni,'Tams in the U.S. and elsewhere. As plirt of the nomjnation process .for 
·11ch training, ca.nclidate are vettied by several offices' in the Embasi;y to enslu· that 
oo assistance is provided to member of security force uni credibly implicated in 
gt·oss human ,righ.ts violations, in accordance with th Lflahy Law. Several past 
course· executed through the lMET prog1<1u1 focu ed on human rights and "nter­
outional humanitarian law; these courses upported the pirit of he Leahy Law by 
promoting human rights in oui· ecw·ity purtnerships. lf confirmed, I wi ll en ·ure the 
Embassy cont,inues ~roperly vetting candidates pei; existing Department policy, in 
cl(lse com·dination with the Department's Office of Oemooracy Human Rights and 
Labor. 1 will continue to include the subject of human rights in the dialogue of our 
security partnership. 
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Qnestion 7 Will you engage with the people of Croatia on matters of human 
rights, civil rights and governance as part of your bilateral mission? 

Answer. Yes. I am committed to meeting with and supporting ci ii society organi­
zations aml roatiun citizens who work in the promotion of demncracy and hul)ian 
rights in hoth the U.S. and in roatia. 

Question 8. What will you do to promote, mentor and support your staff members 
who come from diverse backgrounds and underrepresented groups in the State De­
partment? 

Answtir. Embassy Zagreb a lready works actively to promote and support staff 
members from cliverse background. , and if confirmed I intei,J to cunLiuue Lltuoe ef­
forl'>. The fa-st step in promoting diver)lity in the State Department is recruitment; 
bui'lding a workforce that renects our nation's broad diversity is a top priority of the 
Departmen and one I share. [n accordnnce wi th thi. guidance, Embassy Zagreb rn­
cruits from a diverse, qualified group of potential applicants to secure u high-per­
forming wot'kforoe drawn from all se,i;ments of society. The mission welcQm,P.s and 
recruits cliversity in 1111 forms, including gend<~r. ethnici~y. and ex.ual oTientation. 
Senior lenders in the embu5sy mentor and support taff members through va,;ous 
means. Embassy Zagreb nlso promotes diversity and inclusion through i active 
First and Second 1'our Officer group and Federal Women's Progrum. If confirmed. 
l pledgt> Lu i;u11 Li1.1.u1<d suv1><ff~ of Lhese eITurti;. 

Question 9. What steps will you take to ensure that supervisors at the Embassy 
foster an environment that is diverse and inclusive? 

Annwo.r. 1. will onoum Embuooy Zui;::rob oontinuea to uultivntc u oulturo that en 
courages colJabo.ro.t.ion , flexibi li ty. 1,1.nd fairness. 'I'nmsparency in decision-making is 
an essential part of enaw·ing di.versity and inclusion. J understand the mission Jjke­
wise promotflS o diverse and inclusive environment that uttmcts new talent from 
diverse backgrounds, en hances professional development, and encourages super­
visors to value and respect unique perspectivl"ls . If confinned, I will continue to 
honor those principles. 

Qu11stion 10. Do you commit to bring to the committee's attention (and th State 
D11pnrtm1mL InsJJl!Ctt>r Gtm11r11l) any chunge in p·olicy or U.S. actions that you sus­
pect may be influenced by any of the Prl;ls ident'.s business qr financia l intere.sts, or 
the businesi; or financial in terests of any senior Whit.a House staff? 

Answer. I commit to comply with all reJevant federal etrucs laws. regulations, and 
rules, and to raise concems that I may bave through approp1;ate channels. 

Q1w;lion 11. Do you commit to inform the wmmittee 'if you have any reason o 
s uspect that a foreign govemmant, head of stutll. or foreign-con rolled entity is tak­
ing any action tn benefit a ny of the PTesident's busine~s or limmc:ii1l interests, or 
th.e int.ernsts of senior White House stnff? 

Answer. ! commit to comply with all 1·elevant federal eth:ics laws, regulations, and 
rules, nnd to raise coneerns that I may have through approp1;11te channels. 

Question 12. Do you or do any members of your immediate family have any finan­
cial int1m;ists ill Croutia? 

Answer. No. 
Qucslion 13. Have them been any material changes t.o your financial as.sets, in­

come. or any other information requested hy the OGE financia l djsclosure form since 
the date you signed it.? lf so, please 'list und explain below, and whethel' you have 
n)ised them with OGE. 

Answer. My linanciaJ condi ion, income and o her infom1ation requested by OGE 
has not changed in a materia l way since that datl'> I signed my l'innncial disclosure 
form. Al though 1 would not characterize he!;'e chnngas as material to my ovemll fi­
nancial condition please note that I have sold 11 !lig,1ificant number of the assets 
raque~ted to be sold b.Y the Ethics Agrflement I i;ignecl . All of the proceeds of such 
;Jales have been de1Jos1ted in money mnrket 11ccounts. Upon conf'i1·mutlon. Twill sell 
the remaining m1sets requested t;o ha Sllld pursuant to the terms of the Ethics Agree­
ment. 

Q1£estion. I.If. routia's relations with neighboring Bosnitt 11nd Hernegovina bnve 
a lwuyR been delicate, and in rel*-nt weeks h.ave taken. a downturn. Wh.ile formally 
respecting-its neigh.bor's territorial int.egdty. Zagreb is not as helpful as it coald be 
in countering the unhfilpfuJ positionR of Bosnian Croat political leaders hat block 
needed refurms t:o improve effectiv government, to remove ethnicity as dominan 
1rnd discrimin1:1.t.ory fon;P.s in politic..~ to fi.ght corruption. The stability and sov­
ereignty of Bosnia, of course, has been a priority of concern for the United States 
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and for Europe. What plan of action do you have to encourage Croatia to be a more 
positive partner in helping to bring about change in Bosnia? 

An w r . If confir mc;d, m<1st immedia tely, I will m-ge roati,m leaders to use their 
influenca with Bosniun Cmnts to gain support for electoral rllforms consistent with 
the Dayton framework of one state, two entities, and three constituent peoples 
(Bosniaks, Croats and Serbs), and with European Court of Human Rights decisions 
which Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) must implement. Longer term, Croatia can 
play an important role by supporting the accession of BiH to the EU and NATO­
steps which would have a stabilizing effect on the entire region, I will encourage 
Croatia to continue to work with BiH on the technical aspects of EU and NATO ac­
cession. including ,;'hru·ing its own lessons learned and to support political reforms 
that move BiH further along the path toward acc.ission. 

Question 15. Croatia, like many countries in Europe, has a Romani population 
that faces various and widespread forms of discrimination, in particular in regard 
to education. The State Department also reports a rise in anti-Serb and anti-Semitic 
incidents in recent years. As Ambassador, how will you engage in outreach to Roma 
and other minority groups in Croatia to determine how the United States can ac­
tively assist in supporting tolerance and non-discrimination efforts across the coun­
try, including improving conditions and living standards for the Roma? 

Answer. As in many other European states, Roma face challenges in Croatia. Dis­
crimination occurs and Roma are generally disadvantaged in their access to edu­
cation. housing, employment and even documentation of citizenship. According to 
the Council of Europe, as few as 6.5 percent of Roma in Croatia are in formal em­
ployment. Full equality for Roma will remain a challenge, but as the Department 
reported in previous years' Annual Human Rights Reports, the Government of Cro­
atia has taken positive steps forward. For instance, the Government has financially 
~upportod Romani intogration initiativoo, applying otato and EU funding to odu 
cational, occupational, linguistic and housing programs, and subsidizing businesses 
that formally employed Roma. 

Isolated instances of anti-Serb protests and the vandalizing of Serb churches and 
monuments have also occurred. Some extreme elements of Croatian society have en­
gaged in sporadic anti-Semitism or Holocaust revisionism. The recent controversy 
surrounding the placement of a veteran's group plaque bearing an Ustasha-era slo­
gan near the World War II-era J asel'lovac concentration camp and a lack of progress 
in addressing the, prnperty restit,1tion claims of roatian Jews or their descendants 
highlight the need for more resolute, timely government action. 

Promoting human rights and democratic governance is a core element of U.S. for­
eign policy. If confirmed, I will engage directly with the leaders of minority commu­
nities to hear about their concerns and the status of the groups they lead. I will 
ensure embassy outreach, programs, and exchanges include representatives from 
minority communities. And, I will encourage the Croatian Government to continue, 
or expand, initiatives that work towards the integration of Romani communities and 
the improvement of relations with other minority groups in Croatian society. 

Russia Sanctions 

Question 16. Unity with European partners on Russia sanctions is critical to their 
success. What is your diplomatic plan to build support within Croatia for stronger 
sanctions on Russia? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will be committed to working closely with the Government 
of Croatia to maintain unity on Russia sanctions and their implementation. The 
U.S. Government has employed a collaborative and consultative approach on sanc­
tions, which Croatia has strongly supported. Croatian Prime Minister Andrej 
Plenkovic was an outspoken critic of Russia's occupation of Crimea during his time 
in the European Parliament, and his second official foreign visit was to Ukraine, 
drawing intense Russian criticism. I will engage high-level Croatian officials to en­
sure they understand they must fully implement existing sanctions and maintain 
strong EU support for sanctions, including the Countering American Adversaries 
Through Sanctions Act recently passed by Congress. As a NATO and EU member, 
and a country that strongly supports the transatlantic relationship, Croatia can play 
a more active role in ensuring the EU responds decisively to Russian influence and 
aggression in the region. Close coordination with our allies is crucial to enabling the 
sanctions to achieve their ultimate goal: imposing costs on Russia sufficient to 
change the Russian Government's behavior. 
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Qw~~~inn 17. How will ym1 SP.P.k tA1 hnnst. re~iliMc,1 tn Rn ,;inn mP.ddling within 
Crout.ian institutions and civil ~ociety? Whnt ass i:s n.nce pii iitie will you push with 
Croatian counterpart.~ to shore up resi lience elsewhere in Em·ope? 

Answer. If confirmed, 1 will continue and expand exchange progmms thu high­
light the importance of a vibrant civil society, indeP.endent press, and govemment 
trnnspnrnncy. As an EU member. Croutin is not eligible for most U.S. foreign assist­
ance, but Croatia is a recipient nod ul~o ,t co-leader in our regional rule of law train­
ing pl'Ogram, which ht·ings prnsec:utor unrl judges from around the region togeth.er 
to learn how to fight col't·uption und protect human rights. If confirDJod, I wj)! pus.h. 
urcontinue this pro1,rram uncl lJla-:<im1te Croatia's ptuticipntion. I will explore oppor­
tunities to provide targeted nssis ru1ce th.a he,lps mitigate roatia's vulnerabilities 
to Russiun pressurel as is evident. in the $1,000,000 in technical support we ore pro­
viding to facilitate he developmen of a planned liquefied nn:tural gas (LNG) ter­
minal at Krk Island. This 11ss1stance will address key component of the terminal's 
pre-development phase. helping to ensure its timely cnmpletion and in doing sn, en­
o.bling greater European energy security thrnagh diversified gos supplies. I wi l I aJso 
work with roatian leaders to accelerate their transition to NATO-intemperable 
weapons ~ystems, in rn:d1rr to reduce Croutiu.'s d!!pendence on Russia-maintained 
1,q11ip1111mt. Finallv. l will 1mcoun1gi, Crnut.inn offici»h, 11.11 d ·im1tit,11t:inni< t.n Rhnrn 
heir ~uccessfu1 ElJ integralion l1Xperience wi th their neighbors, by growing as a 

donor and by partne1ing with. t.he United States through meohaoisms 1.mch as tht1 
Emerging Donors Ch.o.l.lenge Prognm1. 




