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NOMINATIONS 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 1, 2017 

U.S. SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS, 

Washington, DC. 
The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 11:03 a.m., in Room 

SD--419, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Ron Johnson pre
siding. 

Present: Senators Johnson [presiding], Gardner, Murphy, Sha
heen, and Kaine. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. RON JOHNSON, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM WISCONSIN 

Senator JOHNSON. Good morning. This hearing of the Senate For
eign Relations Committee will come to order. 

We are holding this hearing today to consider the nomination of 
Stephen B. King of Wisconsin to be the U.S. Ambassador to the 
Czech Republic. 

I certainly want to welcome Steve and his family. I want to con
gratulate you on your selection by the President and thank you for 
your willingness to serve this Nation. I want to thank your family 
for the sacrifice they will be making as well, because you will be 
pretty busy. 

Although I am chairing this hearing because Steve is a fellow 
Wisconsinite who I have come to know over the last 6 or 7 years, 
I would like to offer a few words on his behalf. 

Steve is a prominent public servant and businessman, a natural 
leader, and a patriot. Steve was born in Indianapolis and raised in 
Chicago. He eventually settled in Janesville, Wisconsin-we have 
heard of that city before now with Speaker Ryan, also his home
town-and his wife, Karen, and their three children. 

Early in his career, Steve investigated civil rights violations in 
Jackson, Mississippi, for the Federal Bureau of Investigation and 
then served as an investigator for the U.S. Senate Permanent Sub
committee on Investigations. He later became special assistant to 
the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture, serving as liaison between the 
USDA and the Agriculture Committees of the House and the Sen
ate. 

Steve left Washington in 1976 to become the director of alumni 
and development at his alma mater, Western Illinois University. In 
1979, he entered the business world and led a management buyout 
of Tomah Products, and later founded King Capital, a successful 
private investment firm. 
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Active in the Boy Scouts of America his entire life, Steve is a re
cipient of the Silver Buffalo awa!'d, Lhe organization's highest vol
unteer award for work at the national level. 

Steve's success in public and private sectors is a reflection of his 
strong interpersonal skills, a key understanding of governance and 
leadership, and his personal integrity. 

His extensive experience and willingness to serve causes greater 
than himself make him ideally suited to serve as U.S. Ambassador 
to the Czech Republic. I support Steve's nomination and urge my 
colleagues to support him as well. 

With that, I would like to recognize our ranking member, Sen
ator Murphy. 

STATEMENT OF HON. CHRIS MURPHY, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM CONNECTICUT 

Senator MURPHY. Welcome, Mr. King. I look forward to hearing 
your testimony. Congratulations on your nomination. 

This is an important hearing, given the fact that the Czech Re
public is a crucial ally, one that has supported U.S. policy of mak
ing sure that Russia understands the consequences that come with 
invading a neighboring country and trying to influence elections in 
and around the region, but also a country that has strong economic 
ties to Russia, also pulls and tugs that come from the business 
community to find a different way. 

We have had a very, very strong bilateral relationship, a history 
of very strong Ambassadors in that post, and I know you come with 
a strong endorsement of the chairman of the committee. I look for
ward to hearing your testimony and engaging in some dialogue. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator JOHNSON. Thank you, Senator Murphy. 
Now we will tum to the nominee's opening statement. 
Mr. King? 

STATEMENT OF STEPHEN B. KING OF WISCONSIN, TO BE AM
BASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE CZECH REPUBLIC 

Mr. KING. Chairman Johnson, Ranking Member Murphy, and 
members of the committee, thank you for taking the time to meet 
with me this morning, and for considering my nomination to serve 
as the next U.S. Ambassador to the Czech Republic. 

Let me also thank you, Chairman, for your kind introduction, 
your service to the country, your leadership of the European Sub
committee, and your shared devotion to the Green Bay Packers. 

I appear before you today humbled by President Trump's nomi
nation of me to serve as U.S. Ambassador to the Czech Republic, 
an unwavering ally in the heart of the European continent. 

Prague may be far from my own upbringing in the heart of 
America's Midwest in Indiana, where I was born on the Fourth of 
July, and in Wisconsin, where I lived and worked for most of life. 
But in many ways, it is that not much different. 

International affairs and government service have been both 
trademarks of my professional life. I began my career as a special 
agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and then investigated 
public corruption on behalf of this institution, the United States 
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Senate. I eventually used my skills and expertise to create innova
tive businesses that provide many good jobs to many people in 
southern Wisconsin. 

As Karen, my wife of 54 years, and I found success in Wisconsin, 
I now had the opportunity to give back to that community. Our 
shared belief in the American Dream continues to grow. 

Our three grown children, Kristen, Steve Jr., and Russ, have 
been our greatest source of pride, along with our seven grand
children. 

It was not that long ago that the Velvet Revolution ended the So
viet occupation of then-Czechoslovakia, and the first democratic 
elections in over 40 years were held in 1990. I will never forget the 
awe-inspiring moment when the philosopher poet Vaclav Havel 
was finally elected President after fighting against tyranny his en
tire life. 

If confirmed, I would view my Ambassador role as a facilitator 
of the natural alliance that has grown between our citizens and the 
fiercely independent Czech people. As an indispensable NATO part
ner and ally, the Czechs have gone the distance in our strategy to 
defeat ISIS and have supported sanctions against Russia for its in
vasion of Ukraine. 

In line with President Trump's expectation, the Czech Republic 
should endeavor to increase the percent of its GDP devoted to de
fense, strengthening the NATO alliance and our bilateral military 
and intelligence cooperation. 

The Czech Republic is to be commended for its sacrifices for the 
good of the alliance, and I look forward to working with them on 
behalf of Secretaries Tillerson and Mattis. 

However, as I suspect the committee knows, the once-resolute 
and indelible imprint of democracy spreading across Central Eu
rope in the 1990s has given way in some quarters to current skep
ticism and self-doubt, where longtime opponents of freedom delib
erately seek to undermine and devolve democratic values and eco
nomic freedoms into question marks. 

Today, we need to reaffirm our commitment to allies like the 
Czech Republic and make clear that the United States is dedicated 
to the democratic values we espouse here at home. 

The United States and the Czech Republic share a unique and 
lasting bond of history, from the vision of an independent Czecho
slovakia spelled out in Pittsburgh in the Pittsburgh Agreement al
most 100 years ago-their celebration will be in the year 2018 of 
100 years of independence in Czechoslovakia-to the post-com
munist vision and leadership of Vaclav Havel, whose bust now 
stands in the U.S. Capitol. 

If confirmed, I will work to sustain our countries' historic ties 
and expand the people-to-people connections that are crucial to 
that relationship. Like us, the Czechs have proven they know de
mocracy and economic freedom require daily attention and renewal. 
Soon, I hope to meet a Czech deputy or even a senior minister who 
has spent his or her entire life free of the bonds of tyranny that 
still haunt their parents and grandparents in the Czech Republic. 

The foundation beneath our bond between our countries is cast 
in steel, this steel of shared values: hard, honest work; independent 
thinking; and fidelity to the commitments that we make. 
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If confirmed as Ambassador, I pledge to this committee and the 
Amt;Jrica11 µeuµle LhaL I will work hard, stay honest, speak my 
mind, but always uphold the promises of our Nation. 

At the end of our service, if I am confirmed, when Karen and I 
get ready to fly home, I will measure my performance against a few 
yardsticks. First, did I break anything in the residence? Secondly, 
have we upgraded our partnership across-the-board? And, thirdly, 
did I serve the hardworking, patriotic team at Embassy Prague 
well as a leader, a mauagei-, and a 1:1upervisur, and did I equip 
them to better se1-ve our country? 

I pledge to each of you to keep these questions at the forefront 
of my mind, particularly the last two, to strengthen our partner
ship with the Czech people to advance our shared values and our 
strategic interests in Europe and around the world. 

Thank you, Senators, for your consideration. I am pleased to an
swer any questions you may have. 

[Mr. King's prepared statement follows:] 

PREPARED STATEMENT OF STEPHEN B. KING 

Chairman Johnson, Hanking Member Murphy and members of the committee
thank you for taking the time to meet with me this morning, and for conside.ring 
my nomination to serve as the next U.S. Ambassador to the Czech Republic. 

I appear before you today. humbled b_y_ President Trump's nomination of me to 
serve as U.S. Ambassador to the Czech Republic, an unwavering American ally i.a 
the heart of the European continent. Prague may be far from my own upbringing 
in the heart of America's Midwest, :in lnd.iana where I was born on the Fourth of 
July, and Wisconsin, where l lived and worked for most of life. But it my ro.i:nd and 
in the hearts of many Americans and Czechs, both are part of the same common 
culturaJ foundation upon which many of our shared values are based. 

International affairs and government service have both been trademarks of my 
professional life. I began my <:8,reer as a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of In
vestigation, investigating public corruption on behalf of this institution-the United 
States Senate. l eventually used my skills and expertise to create innnvnt.ivP. hm!i
nesses that provided good jobs to many ·Of the hardworking people in southern Wis
consin. A13 Karen, my wife of 54 years, and I found success there and had the oppor
tunity to give back to that community, our shared belief in the Amen.can Dream 
continued to grow. 

Our three grown children, Kristen, Steve Jr. and Russ have been our greatest 
source of pride, along with our seven grandchildren. 

lt was not that long ago thiit the Velvet Revolution ended Soviet occupation of 
then-Czechoslovakia, and the first democratic elections in over 40 years were held 
in 1990. l will never forget the awe-inspiring -moment when the philosopher-poet 
Vaclav Havel was finally elected President afber fighting against tyranny his entire 
life. 

If confirmed, I would view my role as Ambassador as a facilitator of the natural 
alliance that has grown between our citizens and the fiercely independent Czech 
people. 

A13 an indispensable NATO partner and ally, the Czechs have gone the distance 
in our strategy to defeat ISIS and have supported sanctions against Russia for its 
invasion of Ukraine. In line with President Trump's expectation, the Czech Republic 
should endeavor t.o increase the percent of its GDP devoted to defense, str.en~h
ening the NATO alliance and our bilateral military and intelligence cooperation. 
The Czech Republic is t.o be commended for its sacrifices for the good of the Alliance, 
and J look forward to working with them on behalf of the President and Secretaries 
Tillerson and Mattis. 

As the committee knows, the once-resolute and indelible imprint of democ~acy 
spreadin,: across central Em·ope in the 1990s has jriven way in some quarters to a 
current of skepticism a(ld self-doubt where longtime opponents of freedom delib
erately seek to undermine and devolve democratic v11!11Ai; 11ntl economic freedoms 
into question-marks. Today, we need to reaffirm our commitment to allies like the 
Czech Republic, and make clear that the United States is dedicated to the demo
cratic values we espouse at home. 
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Fortunately, our -partnership with our Czech allies is a great asset in opposing 
this trend. If there is one thing I instantly understood learning from (fonner) Amb. 
Richard Graber about America's relationship with the Czech Republic, it is that we 
have both invested our reputations and resources in the idea that freedom and free 
markets will crea~ the mos,t just and prosperous societies ever imagined. 

The United States and the Czech Republic share a unique and lasting bond of his
tory- from the vision of an independent Czechoslovakia spelled out in the Pitts
burgh Agreement almost 100 years ago, to the post-commumst vision and leadership 
of Vaclav Havel whose bust stands in the U.S. Capitol. If confirmed, I will work to 
sustain our countries' historic ties and expand the people-to-people connections that 
are crucial to our relationship. 

Like us, the Czechs have proven they know democracy and economic freedom re
quire daily attention and renewal. Soon I expect to meet a Czech deputy--0r even 
a senior minister who has spen.t bis or her entire life free of the bonds of tyranny 
~hat still haunt their earents' memories. Aa a younger cadre of leaders rise in the 
Czech Republic we WJll embrace our longstanding responsibility to recognize and 
assist them, whether through sponsored exchanges or merely by making introduc
tions to their American counterparts. 

The foundation beneath our bond is cast in the steel of shared values: Hard, hon
est work, independent thinking, and fidelity ro the commitments we make. If con
finned as Ambassador, I pledge to this committee and the American peop.le that I 
will work hard, stay honest, speak my mind, but always uphold our promises as a 
nation. 

At the end of our service if I am confirmed, when Karen and I get ready to fly 
home, I will measure my performance against a few yardsticks. Have we upgraded 
our partnership across the board? And, did 1 serve the hardworking, patriotic team 
at Embassy Prague well as a leader, manager, and supervisor, and did I equip them 
to better serve our country? I pledge to each of you to keep these questions at the 
forefront of my mind to strengthen our pa.rtne.rshi.p with the C:r.ech people, to ad
vance our shared values and our strategic interests in Europe and around the world. 

Thank you, Senators, for your consideration. I am pleased to answer any ques
tions you may have. 

Senator JOHNSON. Thank you, Mr. King. I would remind you that 
being a Green Bay Packer fan will get you a few votes in the Sen
ate-more than two. We have quite a few fans. It is everybody's 
second team. 

Mr. KING. As long as Aaron Rodgers stays healthy. 
Senator JOHNSON. Can you just, for me, lay out your top prior

ities. If confirmed and you assume the ambassadorship, what are 
the top two or three things you ar.e really going to be focusing on? 

Mr. KING. I think the first and foremost thing, Mr. Chairman, is 
obviously the security of any and all American personnel in the 
country, starting, of course, with our Embassy staff, any ex-pats re
siding in the country, and then certainly, of course, any citizen of 
our country that is visiting in the country. 

Secondly, I view myself as a business person, and I would like 
to be an ambassador that is somewhat business-centric, if you will. 
So my hope is to build on what is already a pretty good economic 
relationship with the Czech Republic. 

And thirdly would just be to leave the Embassy and leave the 
country in better shape in terms of the relationship between the 
two countries, better than I found it. 

Senator JOHNSON. You mentioned security. When we met in our 
office, you talked about, within your class of future Ambassadors, 
there is a fair amount of concern that, yes, you have security for 
the Ambassador, but not necessarily for the Ambassador's spouse. 
Can you share those thoughts here? I kind of would like my col
leagues to hear what was being talked about within that class. 

Mr. KING. There was some concern on the part of several of my 
classmates, who are very important and good people, that the secu-
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rity that the State Department provides only extends to the Am
bassador, not necessarily to the spouse, in terms of outside the Em
bassy or outside the residence. And a number of those classmates 
decided that they were going to fund some private security for their 
spouse. 

Senator JOHNSON. I think that is an important issue that has 
been raised. I think it is something that Congress really ought to 
take a look at, based on the very dangerous world we are living in 
today, so I appreciate you raising that. 

We have a fellow Badger, a fellow Wisconsinite that was also a 
former Ambassador, Ambassador Rick Graber. I know you have 
spoken with him. Can you talk about some of the words of wisdom 
he has imparted with you, as you start this next chapter in your 
life? 

Mr. KING. Thank you, Senator. 
I am here largely because, without ever having been to the Czech 

Republic, I kind of bonded with them largely because the folks old 
Czechoslovakia, even before Czechoslovakia, began to migrate as 
refugees to this country in the late 1800s, and, for whatever rea
son, decided to settle in the upper Midwest. So the bulk of the mi
grants coming over in the late 1800s and the early 1900s settled 
in Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Jowa. There· 
fore, I grew up with a lot of their descendants. We used to kid each 
other about our ancestry. 

Then, about 15 or 20 yea.rs ago, I btifriended a fellow by the 
name of Rick Graber, who was an attorney in Milwaukee who sub
sequently became Ambassador to the Czech Republic under the 
George W. Bush administration, and spent the last 10 years or so, 
when I am with Rick, talkin.g about his experience in the Czech Re
public, which he said they are a proud people, they are an inde
pendent people, they are a freedom-loving people. It is one of the 
few countries, especially Prague, that was preserved coming out of 
the war. He said it was an experience of a lifetime for me. 

So when the opportunity for me came to serve this administra
tion overseas, I told them I would like to go to the Czech Republic. 

Senator JOHNSON. I appreciate that. 
In my last minute, just talk about some of the economic ties. 

What are some of the best opportunities that we have, in terms of 
economic cooperation between the Czech Republic and the U.S? 

Mr. KING. The T-TIP, obviously, is probably a good start. I think 
we also, as a country, need to work and develop an economic rela
tionship with the EU. That will benefit not only us and the EU but 
I think, in particular, the Czech Republic. 

We, the United States, are probably the 13th biggest investor, if 
you will, in the Czech Republic and the third outside of the EU. 
We have wonderful opportunities. 

There are wonderful opportunities for business interests in the 
Czech Republic to invest in the United States. And for that reason, 
I am going to work with the Department of Commerce, the Depart
ment of State, OPIC, and the Trade Representative to try to en
courage and enhance and build on the business relationship, be
cause, as we all know, a strong economic relationship is really kind 
of a key to any relationship between any two countries. 

Senator JOHNSON. Thank you, Mr. King. 
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I will turn it over to Senator Murphy. 
Senator MURPHY. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 
I neglected to thank you for your service to the Boy Scouts. I 

know you have been a great regional leader. Speaking as a Scout 
leader myself, I know the organization has been getting a little bit 
of a rough time lately, but I thank you for your great service there. 

I think you mentioned this in answer to a previous question from 
Senator Johnson, but as this question was asked of Obama nomi
nees for the record, I think it is important just to ask it of Presi
dent Trump's nominees as well. You mentioned you have not trav
eled to Czechoslovakia before. Can I just ask, you do not speak the 
language? 

Mr. KING. I do not speak the language. I am looking forward to 
taking some classes, beginning upon my service, should I be con
firmed. In the morning, I am told, you can have a half-hour to 45 
minutes of classes every morning. Probably not in my time there, 
assuming I am confirmed, that I become conversational, but I take 
solace in the fact that most every diplomatic official discussion usu
ally takes place in English. 

Senator MURPHY. Great. So you mentioned your ability to have 
a strong relationship with the business community there. Let me 
ask the question about sanctions through that prism. 

I mentioned in my opening remarks that there are elements of 
the business community in the Czech Republic who are nervous 
about the long-term continuation of sanctions on Russia, given the 
fact that there are historic business ties. And yet, we believe that 
it is in both U.S. national security interests and European national 
security interests to send a strong, unequivocal message to Russia 
that territorial integrity matters. 

As the Czechs have seen themselves, Russian interference in 
elections continue. They have set up their own counter-propaganda 
center because of their discovery of dozens of Web sites inside the 
Czech Republic that were potentially influenced and funded 
through Russian propaganda efforts. 

So how are you prepared to talk to the business community in 
the Czech Republic about the importance of sanctions? And how do 
you address their concerns about the potential impact on the econ
omy and the way that you weigh that effect on the important mes
sage that we need to send to the Russians? 

Mr. KING. I recognize, Senator, that there are some concerns 
within the business community in the Czech Republic over some of 
the sanctions and the impact it may have on them, but I think they 
also step back and realize that the 40 years of Russian and Soviet 
tyranny ruling their country prohibited them from practicing the 
very things-the private enterprise in a free economic society. 

So my job, I think, is to continue to engage the business commu
nity in the Czech Republic, as well as the leadership. 

The leadership of the Czech Republic, the Government, actually, 
has been very supportive of the actions of the EU and the United 
States with regard to sanctions, not only in Ukraine but other 
parts, and they are very concerned about the upcoming Russian 
military training exercises. So I am confident that the opportunity 
will give me, being Ambassador, to work with the business commu
nity to recognize that sanctions are what they are. 
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Senator MURPHY. U.S. democracy promotion infrastructure at the 
State Department was an important partner during the Czech Re
public's transformation process. Indeed, the Czechs have helped ex
port the lessons that they went through to other neighboring coun
tries. They sent transition teams to Ukraine, for instance, to help 
Ukraine make a transfer to democratic norms in the way that they 
did. 

There is an ongoing review at the State Department now about 
the future core mission., and l.be,·e is a worry Lhal I.he core rnil:lsion 
will become all about economic development and security, and that 
a focus on democracy promotion will be scrubbed from the State 
Department's mission. 

You are going to go to a country that has had a long, productive 
history with the U.S. State Department's democracy mission. Do 
you believe that the pursuit of democracy for people around the 
world should be a priority for the United States and for the State 
Department? 

Mr. KING. I know it is important to the Czech Republic. They are 
now going to celebrate, next year, about 25 years as a new nation. 
They held their first democrntic direct election of a President just 
4 or 5 years ago and will hold another one in 2018. 

So I absolutely agree, Senator, that proposing and encouraging 
democratic values that both countries share is probably one of the 
highest priorities that I have. 

Seo:al.01· MURPHY. I apprncial.e your answer with respect to the 
specific relationship between the United States and the Czech Re
public. I will not press you on this, except to say that there is going 
to be a very important internal discussion happening at the State 
Department while you wiJJ be there. You will be a prominent Am
bassador inside that department. You will be inn country thnt con 
tell a very important story about the good tho.t comes from the 
United States promoting democracy abroad. You mentioned in your 
opening comments, rightly, that there is a slide away from 
participatory democracy happening in countries that are very close 
to the Czech Republic. 

I would hope, upon getting yow· feet on the ground, that you 
would participate in the internal debate happening within the 
State Department and tel1 the story of the success of U.S. democ
racy promotion in the Czech Republic. 

You may not want to testify as to the reorganization here in 
front of us, but it is a debate that will be happening. 

Mr. KING. I understand. 
Senator MURPHY. And we look forward to you participating in it. 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator JOHNSON. Senator Kaine? 
Senator KAINE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. King, congratulations on the nomination. 
This is a great committee, because we sort of segregate a little 

bit into regions of the world, and these are three Europe experts 
here. My assignment has been Latin America and the Middle East, 
but that is why I like to come to these hearings, because it gives 
me a chance to learn about areas where I am not so fluent. 

Let me just tell you a thing that is puzz1ing me about the Czech 
Republic right now and just get your thoughts about it. 
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In the aftermath of the Brexit vote, the popularly elected Presi
dent of the republic called for a referendum about whether the re
public should stay in NATO and the EU. The Prime Minister and 
Cabinet sort of scotched that idea, so there was not a referendum. 

But when a President who is popularly elected who probably has 
a pretty good sense of the will of the people thinks this is a good 
thing to do, then that tells me something is going on. Polling in the 
Czech Republic has shown pretty low approval for the EU, even 
though the Czech Republic economy is deeply integrated in the EU. 
I think 80 percent of the exports of the Czech Republic go into the 
EU. 

So just talk to me a little bit about that. What is going on? 
Should we read the reticence about the EU or NATO as anything 
with respect to the Czech-U.S. relationship? Or is this just an in
ternal European dynamic right now? 

Mr. KING. Good question, Senator, and I think you captured the 
mood somewhat correctly. 

I think it is really important for the United States and its rep
resentation overseas, specifically to the Czech Republic, to continue 
to encourage the Czech Republic collaboration and involvement, 
both economically as well as in NATO, with its allies in Western 
Europe. It is our job, I think, to take a lead in that. It is beneficial, 
despite Brexit, enjoying a good economic relationship between the 
Czech Republic and its EU partners, as well as the United States. 
It is critical, I think, to the continued blooming of democracy in 
that country. 

Senator KAINE. I am just curious, do you read that as-should 
we be concerned at all about the Czech-U.S. bilateral relationship, 
when the President calls for a referendum that deals not just with 
EU membership but NATO membership? Or to your interpretation, 
is it really more kind of internal European? 

Mr. KING. I think it is more internal. The bilateral relationship 
between the Czech Republic and the United States is excellent. It 
is very, very strong. 

Senator KAINE. I think some of attribution that I have seen 
about this suggests that this anti-EU thing is scuffling about the 
migration issue. 

I think the Czech economy is really integrated into the EU econ
omy, especially into the German economy. There are great eco
nomic ties there. 

So do you have a sense-are there upcoming elections in the 
Czech Republic? And as far as you know, is this migration issue 
playing a significant part in the upcoming elections? 

Mr. KING. Another good question, Senator. 
I am not sure how important the refugee issue is playing in the 

elections, but they adopted a parliamentary form of democracy in 
1990, and the parliamentary elections for both the upper and lower 
houses will be in October. It remains to be seen what is going to 
happen there. 

In terms of the migration and refugees, the EU mandated that 
each member country take so many refugees. It was a kind of 
quota. The Czech Republic has not met that quota. For that reason, 
Brussels, I think, is looking at taking some action against not only 
the Czech Republic but the so-called Visegrad Four countries-
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Hungary, Poland, Slovakia, and the Czech Republic-all who have 
not met their quotas for taking refugees. 

The refugee problem is a global problem, and I think that is an 
issue that the Czech Republic needs to work out with its leaders 
in Brussels. 

Senator KAINE. Just to conclude, and then to hand it back to the 
chair, we are always so sensitive. We cannot be involved in dic
tating any decision about internal politics of another country. They 
have to work that out for themselves. 

But we had a hearing last week with the proposed Ambassador 
to the EU. I think one of the things that our Ambassadors can 
often do is not only working within their portfolio but working with 
other U.S. Ambassadors in the region to try to build up some of the 
ties. I think that it sounds like that could be a significant portion 
of what you might do in a productive way, should you be confirmed. 

Mr. KING. I would agree. 
Senator KAINE. Great. Thank you. 
Thanks, Mr. Chair. 
Senator JOHNSON. Thank you, Senator Kaine. 
Senator Shaheen? 
Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. King, congratulations on your nomination. You are going to 

be serving Europe at a very critical time, when I think the future 
of the EU, of NATO, and of the transatlantic alliance is really at 
sLaklil. 

So I want to follow up a little bit on Senator Kaine's questions 
about what Czechs are thinking about in terms of the EU and their 
relationship with the EU, because as I am reading the upcoming 
elections and the potential for victory by the ANO party, which is 
center-right, it sounds like their leader has suggested that he does 
not support the Czechs staying in the euro zone. He talks about it 
as one of sovereignty. 

As Ambassador, recognizing what Senator Kaine said and what 
we know about our need to stay out of the internal politics of a 
country, how do you see the ability of an ambassador to try to rec
ognize and highlight the importance of the EU to stability in West
em Europe and the potential for Russia to undermine the EU as 
part of their way of trying to destabilize Western Europe? 

Mr. KING. Thank you for the question, Senator. 
It is important, obviously, not only for the United States, but I 

think for the Czech Republic to remain a strong partner in the EU, 
as well as NATO, and they have been such. 

I am not going to speculate as to what party is going to win. Coa
litions have to take place, and I am not that familiar with the local 
politics there. 

But I feel pretty confident that, whatever happens coming out of 
the election, that the freedom-loving people of the Czech Republic 
and the economic-freedom-loving people of the Czech Republic want 
to remain, the bulk of them, want to remain part of the EU. 

And I think part of my job will be to encourage not only the 
Czech Republic to continue its engagement with the EU, as well as 
NATO, to, among other things, as you suggest, prevent some of the 
disinformation and other such things that the Russian Government 
is doing not only in Eastern but Central Europe, too. 
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Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you. I agree that is a real threat. 
I think I came in on Senator Murphy asking you the question 

about the new center that they are standing up, did I catch that, 
in the Czech Republic? That is going to be focused on I guess re
sponding, pushing back against the disinformation from the Rus
sian Government. 

Mr. KING. Yes. We support that. 
Senator SHAHEEN. Absolutely. One of the things that I would en

courage you to do is to visit Radio Free Europe and Radio Liberty, 
which is headquartered in Prague, because they have been very 
successful certainly in the past and are looking at how they can 
ramp up to respond to the Russian disinformation that is going on. 

Mr. KING. Indeed, they do. I am starting with that right here in 
this city, where BBC and Radio Free Europe have some offices, too. 

Senator SHAHEEN. That ii; great. They have made a number of 
reforms that I think are very important. One of the jobs that we 
have is to try to figure out how to make them more effective and 
make sure they have the resources that they need. 

Mr. KING. Yes. 
Senator SHAHEEN. Let me ask you, because in your statement, 

you talk about reaffirming our commitment to the Czech Republic 
and to our allies like the Czech Republic, and making it clear that 
we are dedicated to the democratic values that we want them to 
encourage, that we espouse here in America. 

So I want to follow up a little bit on Senator Kaine's question 
about refugees, because, obviously, one of the big challenges that 
Europe has faced over the last 2 years has been migration of so 
many refugees from Syria, from North Africa, from Afghanistan, 
and the challenge of trying to help, in terms of the humanitarian 
crisis but also looking at resettlement efforts. 

To what extent do you think that rhetoric here that marginalizes 
refugees, that suggests that America is not interested in having im
migrants come to this country, to what extent does that undermine 
our conversations with a country like the Czech Republic, as we 
look at the challenges they are facing in Europe? 

Mr. KING. Thank you, Senator. Good question. 
We are all sensitive to terrorism and the issue that kind of open 

gates with immigration can present. I am just happy that the 
Czech Republic has bought into the visa waiver program, which we 
launched, which minimizes and gives them authority, of course, to 
prevent certain movement of certain people. I think that is impor
tant, and I note that the republic is serious about preventing ter
rorism not only in their country but in the rest of the European 
Union. 

For that reason, I am confident that, once I get there, I can en
gage the republic to continue to keep a wary eye toward that prob
lem, to that issue, but at the same time, open up their doors for 
people that have truly opportunities to live in a free-and want an 
opportunity to live in a free and democratic and economically free 
country. 

The Czech Republic actually has a strong economy and actually 
has a labor problem, so I know that they, too, would welcome the 
opportunity to have people that can work in the country. 
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Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you very much, Mr. King. I look for
ward, and for the committee, to working with you individually, be
cause, as you point out, the Czech Republic and their continued 
movement toward democracy and the West is very important, as 
we look at maintaining the partnerships that are going to be im
portant to the United States, so thank you. 

Mr. Kmo. Thank you. 
Senator JOHNSON. Thank you, Senator Shaheen. 
Defore I close out the hearing, I will offer an opportunity fol' any 

further questions. 
With that, again, Mr. King, you will, if confirmed, assume a very 

serious responsibility of not only representing America to the Czech 
Republic but also representing the viewpoints of the Czech Repub
lic back to the Congress. 

Mr. KING. Indeed. 
Senator JOHNSON. Very important. Speaking for myself, 1 will be 

traveling over to Europe. It is also incredibly important for Ambas
sadors, when Members of Congress come over to the nations that 
you are representing, that you really lay out, from my standpoint, 
a very rigorous schedule, laying it out so we rcully undcrstond the 
issues. 

Again, I want to congratulate you on your nomination. Thank 
you for taking on this responsibility. Thank your wife, Karen, and 
your son, Steve, and your other children. 

It is a great opportunity. We have serious clmlhmges and serious 
responsibilities. So, again, thank you for providing us with your 
testimony and your responses. 

The record will remain open for further questions until close of 
business on Thursday, August 3rd. 

Senator JOHNSON. This hearing is adjourned. 
[Whereupon, at 11:35 a.m., the hearing was adjourned.] 

Additional Material Submitted for the Record 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD 
SUBMITTED TO STEPHEN B. KING BY SENATOR BENJAMIN L. CARDIN 

Question 1. What are the most important actions you have taken in your career 
to date to promote h'uman rights and democracy? What has been the impact of your 
actions? 

Answer. The most important action I have taken in my career to promote human 
rights and democracy was when I served as a Special Agent for the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. Durin& my tenure with the Bureau, l spent two years in Mis
sissippi during the Civil Rights era investigating violations of federal laws per
taining to matters including human and civil rights. 

A number of these investigations result.ed in enforcement of federal law and re
sulted in criminal prosecutions and cessation of human and civil rights violations 
in the State of Mississippi. 

Question 2. What are the most pressing human rights concerns in the Czech Re
public today? What are the most important steps you expeet t.o take-if confirmed
to advance human rights and democracy in the Czech Republic? What do you hope 
to accomplish through these actions? 

Answer. The Czech Republic is widely respected for maintaining a strong human 
rights record, both domestically and globally. However, as i.a the case in all coun
tries, work remains. As noted in the 2016 State Department Human Rights report, 
the most pressing concern in the Czech Republic is the integration of Roma into so-
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ciety. For example, w11ile the Czech Government recently passed a law designed to 
improve Romani cn.ildreo's access to quality ed.ucation, press reports indicate that 
over 25 percent- of Romani children attend schools for children with disabilities, 
where they receive low-quality education that does not prepare them to enter the 
workforce. 

If confirmed, I will work with the Czech Government and non-governmental orga
nizations, to urge the full implementation of the new education law and other meas
ures necessary to facilitate the integration of the Roma people into society. Addition
ally, I would build upon the Embassy's strong work on behalf of the Roma commu
nity, offering U.S. Government support wherever possible. 

Question 3. If confirm.ed, what a·re the potential obstacles to addressing_ the spe
cific human right.s issues you have identihed in your previous response? What chal
lenges will you face in the Czech Republic in advancing human Tights, civil society 
and democracy in general? 

Answer. The largest obstacle confrontin~ human rights in the Czech Republfo is 
societal attitudes. Although Czech society 1s generally quite open and tolerant, dis
crinrination against the Roma community rem!)ins widespread. While the Czec.h 
Government has taken some steps to integrate the Roma, such as helping to foster 
greater understanding and appreciation of their culture, it ca.n take many years for 
public opinion to change. If confirmed, 1 would support an open dialogue between 
tlle Roma community and the Czech Government to better address the concerns of 
the Roma peo11_le. I would also engage in personal outreach to the Roma community 
and continue Embassy Prague's programs to encourage mutual understanding and 
reduce discrimination. 

Question 4. Are you committed to meeting with human rights, civil society and 
other non-governmental o~anizati.ons in the U.S. and with local human rights 
NGOs in the Czech Republic? 

Answer. Yes, I am committed to meeting with all of these organizations and con
tinuing Mission Czech Republic's strong relationship with these groups. 

Question 5. Will you engage with the Czechs on matters of human rights, civil 
rights and governance as part of your bilateral mission? 

Answer. Yes, I will fully engage with Czech officials on matters of human rights, 
civil rights and governance, building upon Mission Czech Republic's strong body of 
work in this area. 

Question 6. Do you commit to bring to the comnrittee's attention (and the State 
Department Inspector General) any change in policy or U.S. actions that you sus
pect may be influenced bJ any of the Presidents business or financial interests, or 
the business or financial mterests of any senior White House stafl? 

Answer. I commit to comply with all relevant federal ethfos laws, regulations, and 
rules, and to raise concerns that I may have through appropriate channels. 

Question 7. Do you commit to inform the committee if you· have any reason to sus
pect that a foreign government, head of state, or foreign-controlled entity is taking 
any action in order to benefit any of the President's business or financia1 interests, 
or the interests of senior White House staff? 

Answer. I commit to comply with all relevant federal ethics laws, regulations, and 
rules, and to raise concerns that I may have through appropriate channels. 

Question 8. Do you or do any members of your immediate family have any finan
cial interests in the Czech Republic? 

Answer. No. 
Question 9. Research fwm private industry demonstrates that, when managed 

well, diversity makes bu.siness teams better both in tenns of creativity and in t:.enns 
of productivity. What wilJ you do to promote, men.tor and support yonr staff that 
come from d.iverse backgrounds and underrepreaented groups in the Foreign Serv· 
ice? 

Answer. As a businessman, I have witnessed the positive effects that diversity can 
have on the productivity of a company. Over the years, the State Department has 
taken steps to recruit a more diverse diplomatic corps that reflects the various 
ethnicities and cultures of the American people, ensuring America's diplomats truly 
represent the face of our diverse country. I believe this emphasis on diversity is crit
ical not only to uphold the values of the American people and the State Department, 
but also to set an example for other nations. · 

If confirmed, I will maintain an open dialogue with all members of Mission 
Prague on the importance of diversity, encouraging m8Ximum communication to en
sure everyone's viewpoi.nt is heard and appreciated, and also to make sure that tra-
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ditionally underrepresented groups feel fully valued. I will also do my utmost to 
mako suro omployoos aro recognized bnoed on merit, regardless of their gender, reli
gion, ethnic.ity, 01· se1wal Ol'i1i111.ttLio11. 1 litili!!v!! Lhat. fostering an inclusive environ
ment increases the retention of employees, particularly for women and minorities 
who can sometimes feel marginalized. 

Question 10. What steps wm you take to ensure each of the supervisors at the 
Embassy are fostering an environment that is diverse and inclusive? 

Answer. I believe that the Chief of Mission plays a critical role in establishing 
the values and high standards of an embassy. If confirmed, I will work with super
visors within Embassy Prai,ie to create a collaborative and flexible environment 
that enable individuals to freely contribute their ideas. I will a]so ensure managers 
not only fully comply with the Depa,rtment's EEO regulations, but go a step further 
by proactively seeking out ways to hell> identify and counteract any unconscious bi
ases which may exist, particularly with respect to the recruitment process. If con
finned, I will also reach out to t]1e Office of Civil Ri~hts and discuss which addi
tional training sessions may be available for the mission, such as an in-person all
hands EEO training progTBm. 

Question. 11. How will you specifically work to assist the Government and civil 
AOr.iAty groupR of t.hP. C:z11r.h R.P.pnhlic in countering the Russian Government's ma
lign influence? 

Answer. The Czech Republic bas a multifaceted relationship with Russia, but the 
Government has taken an increasingly active approach toward countering Russian 
disinformation and malign int1uence, launching its Center for Terrorism and Hybrid 
TJ-.. eats in January 2017 to countet Rus ian Jisi11foruui.Liu11 i:amµllib'm!. If confirmed, 
I will work witb the Czech Government to hold Russia accountable for its ongoing 
aggression in Ukraine, to ensu.i:e. Moscow meets its international obligations, and to 
dt;lter R=ia from adions that undermine international peace and security. In addi
tion, 1 would build on Embassy Prague's close cooperation with Czech civil society 
grou·ps on countering the threat of negative Russian influence through public en
gagement and programming. 

Question 12. What specific tools will you use to address this threat? 
Answer. Embassy Prague, in collaboration with the Czech Government, has put 

in place several relevant programs, such as support for conferences on countering 
dismformation, media literacy courses for Czech university students, training events 
for Czech and Russian speaking journalists, and inclusion of Czech journalists on 
reporting tours to Ukraine and NATO. 

lf confirmed, I will encourage even greater cooperation on these types of proactive 
efforts by the Czech Government to prevent Russian disinformation and malign in
fluence campaign. I will also seek to rncrease cyber cooperation and help the Czechs 
move away from their reliance on Russia through military modernization, and 
through diversification of energy sources, routes and suppliers, for themselves and 
for the wider European Union. 


