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NOMINATIONS 

THURSDAY, JULY 20, 2017 

U.S. SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS, 

Washington, DC. 
The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 9:30 a.m., in Room 

SD-419, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Bob Corker, chair
man of the committee, presiding. 

Present: Senators Corker [presiding], Risch, Rubio, Gardner, 
Young, Barrasso, Portman, Paul, Cardin, Menendez, Shaheen, 
Coons, Murphy, Kaine, Markey, and Booker. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. BOB CORKER, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM TENNESSEE 

The CHAIRMAN. The Foreign Relations Committee will come to 
order. 

We have a number of distinguished nominees here today, and we 
welcome them. 

We also have a number of very distinguished introducers, and we 
welcome you. We thank you for coming to our committee. In order 
for you to be able to go ahead and do other business today, Senator 
Cardin and I will defer, relative to making opening comments, and 
let you go ahead and do what you need to do. We look forward to 
those comments, and then, we realize, you will probably like to go 
elsewhere. 

I know Senator McConnell is also coming today, and Senator 
Rubio. But why don't we just start in the order of seniority? We 
appreciate so much you being bere. 

Senator CARDIN. That would be Senator Lieberman. Oh, you are 
not talking about age. 

The CHAIRMAN. Actually, I was. 
But we welcome you all. 
And, Senator Cornyn, why don't you start? We thank you for 

your distinguished service to our country, and for being here today. 

STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN CORNYN, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM TEXAS 

Senator CoRNYN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member 
Cardin, and members of the committee. 

It is a pleasure to be back here. It is the second time in less than 
a couple weeks. It is not often that I darken the door of the Foreign 
Relations Committee, but as long as the President keeps nomi
nating Texans, I promise to come back often. 

(415) 
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I cannot think of a better nominee to an important ambassador
ship to Brussels than our dear friend, Kay Bailey Hutchison. She 
truly is someone who needs no introduction, but I am going to give 
her one anyway. 

I had the honor of serving alongside of Kay for 10 years in the 
Senate. And when I got here, there were some things that I figured 
out pretty quickly about her. 

Number one, she is tireless. You would be hard-pressed to find 
a Senator in the Chamber who worked harder than Kay Hutchison. 

Second, she was relentless. She would not stop until she achieved 
her objective. 

And most importantly, she always did what she thought was the 
right thing for Texas. Whether it was working with Republicans or 
Democrats, that was always her guiding star. 

AI, I think about the type of individual best-suited to represent 
the U.S. on the world stage, I can think of no one better than Kay. 

She has always been a trailblazer. After graduating from the 
University of Texas Law School, she became the first female on-air 
news reporter in Houston. Years later, she became the first woman 
to represent Texas here in the Senate. 

When she was here, as you will recall, her leadership was quite 
evident. She served as the ranking member of the Commerce, 
Science and Transportation Committee, and chaired the Republican 
Policy Committee. 

Kay was not and is not afraid of working across the aisle. It was 
the way she was able to get so much done during her time here, 
not only on behalf of Texas but on behalf of the Nation. 

She has always been a fierce advocate for military families. It is 
no exaggeration to say that every base in our State has felt the im
pact of her work. And she has worked hard for veterans, to make 
sure they get the medical assistance, job training, and support that 
they needed when they came home. 

And she has worked hard to promote things like tax relief for 
hardworking Texas families. And she made it easier for women to 
save for their retirement and worked to reduce the unfair marriage 
penalty tax. 

During her time here, Kay served on the Intelligence Committee, 
and the Armed Services Committee as well. So I know that pro
moting American global leadership and strong diplomacy guided 
her committee work and will prepare her well for her duties in 
Brussels. 

So I think her time in this chamber was instructive as to how 
she will serve in this new position. We are, as we all know, in a 
time of increasing instability across the globe. And now more than 
ever, our friends and allies need a determined and steady hand 
representing the United States. 

Senator Hutchison has the experience, determination, and tact 
required for our representative to Brussels. And there is no one 
better prepared to successfully navigate and strengthen our rela
tionships on the world stage. Kay will do it, and she will do it with 
poise and grace. 

So I look forward to supporting her confirmation on the Senate 
floor. 
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Once again, thank you, Mr. Chairman, Senator Cardin, and 
members of the committee for allowing me to say a few words on 
behalf of Kay Bailey Hutchison. 

The CHAIRMAN. We thank you so much for being here. 
Senator McConnell, you are welcome to go next, or if you want 

to get your thoughts together, we can go to Senator Cruz. It is your 
choice. We defer to you. 

Senator McCONNELL. Mr. Chairman, since I also need to also 
open the Senate, if you would not mind, if Senator Cruz would not 
mind, I would like to go ahead. 

The CHAIRMAN. We thank you very much for being here. It is an 
honor to have you, and we look forward to your comments. 

STATEMENT OF HON. MITCH McCONNELL, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM KENTUCKY 

Senator McCONNELL. It is my privilege to be here today to rec
ommend Kelly Knight Craft, a native of Glasgow, Kentucky, to 
serve as the next United States Ambassador to Canada. 

President Trump made a strong choice when he nominated her, 
and in today's hearing, this committee will learn of her experience 
and skill in advancing the priorities of the United States. 

Ms. Craft has a distinguished record of service in my home State 
of Kentucky and to our Nation. She helped lead organizations like 
the United Way of the Bluegrass, the YMCA of Central Kentucky, 
the Salvation Army of Lexington, and the Center for Rural Devel
opment. She has also served on the board of trustees of our shared 
alma mater, the University of Kentucky. 

In 2007, President Bush named her to serve as an alternate rep
resentative for the U.S. delegation to the United Nations General 
Assembly. The Senate confirmed Ms. Craft to that position by 
unanimous consent. In the General Assembly, she represented the 
United States' position on the New Partnership for Africa's Devel
opment. 

Her ability to build consensus among international stakeholders 
toward a common goal served her well at the U.N., and I believe 
it also makes her an ideal candidate to be the next Ambassador to 
Canada. 

The United States and Canada are closely interconnected, shar
ing a common history and set of values, while boasting a strong bi
lateral relationship founded on robust security and trade relations. 

The relationship with Canada is particularly important for Ken
tucky. Direct investment from Canada supports thousands of Ken
tucky jobs, and Canada is the Commonwealth's number-one export 
market. Maintaining this strong relationship between our two na
tions is vital. 

So Ms. Craft has the necessary skills and experience to continue 
the long history of friendship between our nations. Her work will 
continue to serve the interests of the United States very well. 

I would also like to recognize her husband, my good friend, Joe 
Craft, another extraordinary Kentuckian, who is here today to sup
port his wife's nomination. 

So thanks, again, Mr. Chairman, for allowing me to testify on be
half of Kelly. I appreciate your consideration of her nomination, 
and we look forward to her confirmation. 



418 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you so much for being here. 
Senator C rnyn, if you feel like you want to help open the floor, 

you are welcome to leave also. Thank you so much for coming. 
Thank you both. 
Senator Cruz? 

STATEMENT OF HON. TED CRUZ, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM TEXAS 

Senator CHUZ. Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member Cardin, mem
bers of the committee, it is a privilege to join you this morning, es
pecially with the great honor of introducing my friend and a true 
Texas legend, Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison. 

Many of you served with Kay and know her well as a friend and 
colleague. All of you, I know, respect Kay. And a great many, I 
know, were grieved when you saw her successor. [Laughter.] 

The CHAIRMAN. I don't think that is the case. 
Senator CARDIN. Ayes and nays? [Laughter.] 
Senator CRUZ. I object. [Laughter.] 
Senator CRUZ. But I have to say I think Kay Bailey Hutchison 

is an exLrao1·<).inary choice Lo Le AmLaasauur Lu NATO. The Presi
dent has chosen well, and I am confident that the Senate will agree 
in that assessment. 

Kay's history in Texas, she was born in Galveston and grew up 
in La Marque. She is a proud Texas Longhorn, having earned her 
law degree at the University of Texas. Her late husband, Ray, was 
also a Texas public servant, having served in the Texas House and 
also as chairman of the State Republican Party. And their two chil
dren, Bailey and Houston, are the joys of her life. 

Senator Hutchison began her public service career in the Texas 
House, and honorably served our home State for 20 years in this 
body, where she built a distinguished record of service on the Sen
ate Armed Services Committee and the Defense and Military Con
struction Aprropriations Subcommittees that will give her direct 
and powerfu insight into the security issues facing Europe and 
North America. 

Few statesmen have the qualifications, the relationships, and the 
gravitas that Senator Hutchison brings to this position. 

After years of inadequate resourcing, Kay led an effort in the 
Senate to rebuild our military and helped prepare to meet the new, 
more stringent demands of the global war on terror. 

After the Kosovo conflict, Kay led the first Senate codel to the 
region. There, she met with NATO leaders to discuss the future of 
our NATO endeavor and to help bring stability and democratic 
elections to the region. 

In fact, Kay has toured every major conflict since her arrival in 
the Senate in 1993. From Bosnia to Iraq, Afghanistan to Serbia, 
Senator Hutchison made it a priority to meet with commanders in 
the field, with troops in areas of combat, and with international 
leaders to make sure that they had the resources that our military 
needed to carry out their mission. She has a heart for the men and 
women serving our Nation. 

Her commitment to safeguarding America's national security will 
serve her well in this new role protecting America's and our allies' 
interests as U.S. Ambassador to NATO. 
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Kay also has an eye for talent. When I arrived in this body, in 
my office among the staff, we had a John Cornyn mafia as part of 
the staff. We had a Rick Perry mafia as part of the staff. But the1·e 
was no bigger group than the KBH mafia, which was and is a very 
large chunk of our team because she· has such a good eye for talent 
and she trains them well. That will serve her well as our Ambas
sador. 

You know, I agree with the President's effort to extract more 
from our allies in support of NATO. I think that is a positive direc
tion for our country. But I think it is also very good to have a U.S. 
Ambassador who has a strong will and a gracious smile to rep
resent America, to represent America with our allies and strength
en those friendships and alliances. And I am proud to support her 
nomination. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you for being here. I think we would all 
agree we have had two very strong-willed Senators in this seat. 

And so we can save the best for last, Senator Lieberman, I am . 
going to Senator Rubio. 

STATEMENT OF HON. MARCO RUBIO, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM FLORIDA 

Senator R UBIO. Thank you for this opportunity and the privilege 
of introducing Mr. Lewis Eisenberg of Florida to be the Ambas
sador to the Italian Republic and to the Republic of San Marino. 

Mr. Eisenberg is a cofounder and managing partner of Iron Hill 
investments in New York. From 1995 to 2001, he was chairman of 
the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, responsible for 
overseeing the region's international airports and seaports, bridges, 
tunnels, and the World Trade Center. He was named a founding 
board member of the Lower Manhattan Development Corporation, 
which was formed after the terrorist attacks of 11th of September 
2001. He chaired its Victims' Families and Transportation Advisory 
Councils for 2 years, from 2001 to 2003. 

Mr. Eisenberg was a senior adviser for Kohlberg Kravis Roberts 
from 2009 to 2015, cochairman of Granite Capital International 
Group, both in New York, from 1990 to 2011. He spent 23 years 
at Goldman Sachs, where he served as a general partner and 
cohead of the equity division. 

He is a recipient of numerous awards and has been honored by 
the American J ewish Committee, the National Conference for Com
munity and Justice, Monmouth University, Liberty Science Center, 
the Boys and Girls Clubs of Newark, New Jersey, and the New Jer
sey Alliance for Action. 

As you can see, has strong links to New York and New Jersey, 
so you may ask, what does that have to do with Florida? Well, that 
is very typical of Florida, strong links to New York and New Jer
sey. 

But I know him as a resident of Florida, and I have known him 
for quite a while, along with his family. I am excited for him and 
for the country. He will be an incredible representative of the 
United States with an important ally. 

He is, I believe, deeply qualified for this position, and we are, 
frankly, grateful for his willingness to serve his country and our 
country. 
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So thank you. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. Thank you very much. 
Senator Lieberman? 

STATEMENT OF HON. JOSEPH LIEBERMAN, 
FORMER U.S. SENATOR FROM CONNECTICUT 

Senator LIEBERMAN. Thanks, Mr. Chairman, Senator Cardin, 
members of the committee. It is good to be back here. 

LeL me say, firsL, jusL a luud, sincere amen to all of the positive 
words said about Kay Bailey Hutchison, someone who I have been 
privileged to know well. 

I am honored to be here this morning to introduce to the com
mittee K.T. McFarland as the President's nominee to be our Am
bassador to the Republic of Singapore. 

K.T. has had a remarkable career, which just says so loudly that 
she is ready to take on this post. You can see it in the documents 
before you. If you had a. cha.nee to meet her, I think you probably 
appreciate it. 

There have been two letters filed with the committee that I think 
speak really in a very unique way about the arc of K.T.'s life in 
service. The first is from Dr. Henry Kissinger who writes on her 
behalf, as a student at George Washington University, K.T. worked 
as an assistant for Henry Kissinger when he was National Security 
Adviser in the early 1970s, and stayed with him through the Nixon 
and Ford administrations. 

The second letter is from General H.R. McMaster, who K.T. has 
worked with over the last several months as Deputy National Secu
rity Adviser. 

I think those two letters together tell you how qualified she is. 
But I am really here as a friend of K.T.'s, and as a friend of her 

husband's, Alan McFarland. I just want to speak briefly about 
them in that regard. 

Alan and I went to college and law school together. I will not em
barrass either of us by telling you how long we have known each 
other. Maybe I will say, in general terms, that we are in the sixth 
decade of our friendship, and it has been a good friendship that has 
taken us through all the ups and downs of life. 

I can tell you, based on that, that K.T. and Alan are people of 
great character, high principle, a commitment to living an ethical 
life. They will bring with them, if confirmed, to Singapore a spirit 
of patriotism and honor, and a commitment to improving the rela
tionship between our two important countries that are such great 
allies. 

I thought that I would tell you two stories to indicate briefly who 
these people are. 

On Election Night, the first time I ran for the U.S. Senate when 
I got elected, I was an underdog. It was very close. It was not until 
well after 11 p.m. that I felt confident enough to go down and de
clare victory. We all remember the maxim that victory has a thou
sand parents but defeat is an orphan. 

My suite at the hotel in Hartford had filled up amazingly as the 
returns began to come in. And finally, when I was heading out, 
somebody came over to me and said there is somebody named Alan 
McFarland on the phone. So it was such a drawing back to a 
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friendship and earlier life, I went and took the call. And Alan was 
full of excitement and congratu1ations. And he said, hey, inciden
tally, K.T. had an apartment b1 Washington that we al'e not using 
since she is in New York with me. If you need a place to live for 
a while, why don't you use it? 

So I totally forgot about it, went down, got swept up in all the 
post-election stuff. About a month later, because Hadassah was 
going to stay in Connecticut with our kids until J une when they 
finished school, I had one of those pre-senatorial moments when 
you say, where am I going to live? And I remembered the call, and 
they graciously had me as their tenant for 5 or 6 months. 

So I would add to KT.'s resume that she once operated a shelter 
for a homeless Senator, and did it well. [Laughter.] 

Senator LIEBERMAN. The second is a very different kind of story. 
You will note on KT.'s resume that her work life has been divided 
into two. In between, beginning in the mid-1980s, she made a 
tough decision, which was that she was going to devote herself to 
being a wife and mother, eventually of five children. 

One of them is a story that says a lot about Alan and KT. In 
1995, Alan's first wife, Nell, who was married to a man some of us 
knew named David Sawyer, they died within a short period of time 
of each other, and they left a son who was essentially alone. And 
it is a long story, but the bottom line is that Alan and KT. stepped 
forward and adopted Luke and have raised them a13 their child. It 
really says a lot about them. 

I grew up with the phrase from the Talmud that, if you save one 
life, it is as if you save the entire world. And they saved one life, 
and, in that, I think the entire world. 

So for all of these reasons, both professional and personal, I rec
ommend KT. McFarland to you without hesitation. I truly believe 
she deserves your support, that she deserves nonpartisan support 
from the Senate. 

Thank you very much. 
The CHAIRMAN. We thank you both very much for being here. 
Before I turn to Senator Menendez, who is going to introduce our 

next Ambassador nominee, you all are welcome, if you wish, to go 
about other business. We really do appreciate both of you being 
here and e1evating our meeting. 

Senator RUBIO. Thank you. 
Senator LIEBERMAN. Thank you very much. 
The CHAIRMAN. Senator Menendez? 

STATEMENT OF HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM NEW JERSEY 

Senator MENENDEZ. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
We generally say that the United States and the United King

dom have a special relationship. And, indeed, there are few other 
nations with whom our bilateral relationship is as expansive and 
as important as the United Kingdom. And that relationship is 
based on shared values of our two nations, democracy, respe:ct for 
human rights, and having helped shape the postwar, rules-based 
international order. 

Maintaining and strengthening this relationship is critical for 
the United States' national security, for our transatlantic relation-
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_ ships in general, and many of our foreign and military engage
ments around the world. 

Being a diplomat requires certain qualities and the ability to 
navigate uncertain waters. Some new diplomats try their hand at 
this endeavor with the best intentions but fumble in their execu
tion. 

Hailing from the great State of New Jersey, however, I have no 
doubt that Robert Wood Johnson is up to the task and would be 
an excellent representative of the United States. 

Mr. Johnson is the chairman and CEO of the Johnson Company. 
He is the CEO of the New York Jets. It is the one few things 

that I have in disagreement with him. It should be the New Jersey 
Jets. But in any event, they are the New York Jets. 

And he has a wide range of civic endeavors, and also sits on the 
Council on Foreign Relations. 

As the United Kingdom continues to sort out the practical impli
cations of Brexit, including future trade deals, his successful pri
vate sector experience, I think, will be critical. 

In our conversation earlier this week, he expressed his apprecia
tion for the importance of our robust security relationship and in
telligence-sharing operations with the United Kingdom. He has 
spoken on how he will draw on the knowledge and experience of 
the career officers with whom he has met. And his extensive man
agement experience will be an asset in running a large Embassy 
in London. 

He has assured me that he will consult with this committee, 
something we always like to hear from our nominees. And I believe 
it is critically important that our Embassy in London has the lead
ership it needs to continue strengthening the already deep bond be
tween our two nations. 

And I believe Mr. Johnson can provide that leadership. And I 
welcome him to the committee, Mr. Chairman. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you so much. I apologize for not knowing 
you were introducing until just a moment ago. We thank you for 
that introduction. 

And I thank all of you for being here. I think we have an ex
tremely distinguished panel here today. I am glad that all of you 
are here together, and I appreciate your desire to serve our country 
in the way that you have. 

We are going to consider, as we all know, the nominee to be U.S. 
Ambassador to Canada, our single largest trading partner as of 
May 2017. 

Throughout the Cold War and to this day, Canada has stood 
shoulder-to-shoulder with the United States through the North 
American Aerospace Defense Command, better known as NORAD. 

Canada's military is an important NATO partner, and we have 
close intelligence-sharing and law enforcement ties. 

Canada values its relationship with the United States, and we 
value our very close relationship with our neighbor to the north. 
This week, Prime Minister Trudeau joined Vice President Pence in 
speaking to the U.S. National Governors Association. 

Canada also supports working with the U.S. and Mexico to up
date the North American Free Trade Agreement. 
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We will also have a conversation with our nominee to be the U.S. 
Permanent Representative to NATO. 

NATO faces the threat of an increasingly antagonistic Russia, 
which has occupied the Crimean and eastern regions of Ukraine, 
a country once considered a contender for NATO membership. 

NATO has increased its deployments in the Baltic region in re
cent months due to fears of a potential clash with Russia there. 
Both NATO itself and individual member states are members of 
the U.S.-led coalition conducting airstrikes against ISIS. 

Maintaining a strong NATO depends not just on the United 
States but on all members meeting their commitments on defense. 

And we thank you for being here to do that. 
We will look to the nominee to be Ambassador to the United 

Kingdom as well, one of the United States' most critical allies. The 
bilateral U.S.-U.K. relationship has grown into a global network of 
military, intelligence, and trade partnerships that together fight 
terrorism, resist Russian aggression, and drive economic growth. 

The United Kingdom has not just deployed its military beside 
ours, it has helped us build the international framework that in
cludes the United Nations and NATO. Our countries work together 
with these institutions to help make the world a safer and more 
prosperous place. 

We thank you for being here. 
We will also have a chance to engage the nominee to be Ambas

sador to Italy, where we also have positive and strong relations. 
Italy is now on the U.N. Security Council and continues to play 

a key role in European and Mediterranean security policy. 
We thank you for being here. 
Lastly, we will consider the nominee to Singapore. Singapore is 

one of our strongest security partners in Southeast Asia and plays 
rotational host to the U.S. naval vessels operating in the region. 

Singapore is also a key economic and trading partner for the 
United States in the region. Our strategic partnership is vital to 
maintaining peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific. 

We thank you for being here. 
I really am elated that all of you are here together. I think you 

are going to do an outstanding job for our Nation. I know you are 
honored to be nominated to these positions. 

And with that, I will turn to our distinguished ranking member, 
my friend, Ben Cardin. 

STATEMENT OF HON. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM MARYLAND. 

Senator CARDIN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Let me welcome all 
five of our nominees and their families. 

First, I really want to thank each of you for being willing to 
serve your country, and thank your families as we recognize this 
cannot be done without a supportive family, so we thank you. 

The five positions that are being nominated are extremely impor
tant to our country. 

And, Mr. Chairman, I hope that you will be a little bit lenient 
as far as the time limits are concerned, because these are ex0 

tremely important countries, and I know members may have ques
tions that they want to ask more than one witness. 
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Secondly, I would ask our nominees that we do questions for the 
record. I know Kay is well-aware of that. I would ask that you give 
that personal attention. I know sometimes there is a volume issue 
here. I know that we are not going to be able to get through all 
the questions we want to ask you directly, and the questions for 
the record are very important. 

I know I am going to defer a lot of my questions for the record, 
so I just ask that/ou recognize that, because of the large number 
who are here, an the importance of the countries that are rep
resented, that this is our opportunity to get important issues aired 
that are in the portfolios that you will be responsible for. 

It is particularly a pleasure to have Kay Bailey Hutchison back 
before our committee, and it must be a little different experience 
on the other side of the dais, but we thank you very much. I know 
that you are going to do an incredible service to our country at 
NATO. 

We had a chance to go over some of those issues in my office. 
NATO is so important to our national · security. Probably today 
more than ever before, there are challenges. We know that Russia's 
aggression really is a major concern to many of our NATO part
ners. And our strategies on how we deal with Russia's incursions 
into Ukraine and Georgia and Moldova is a real challenge to 
NATO. We know Afghanistan is a continued challenged NATO. 

So you are going to have your plate full, and we look forward to 
working with you and this committee. 

I particularly, Mr. Chairman, like one of the suggestions that 
Senator Hutchison made on how we can formally observe the work 
at NATO and have representatives of our committee work directly 
with our Ambassador, so I thank you very much for that sugges
tion. I thought it was an excellent suggestion. 

With all four of the countries that are represented here, there is 
a common thread. We have democratic countries that share our 
principles of democracy that are critically important to us for intel
ligence gathering and sharing of intelligence information. They are 
major trading partners that are critically important to our econ
omy. And many of these countries share directly in our military 
burdens, and whenever we need help, it is those countries that we 
turn to first that help us in regard to our national security con
cerns. So these are really close partners. 

The chairman knows that I always raise issues concerning 
human rights. You might think that when you are looking at four 
democratic countries, that maybe that is not as important. Pro
moting American values is always important. Our strength is in 
our values, and our values are respect for human rights for all citi
zens. 

So particularly as it relates to Singapore, we do have issues. 
Singapore does not protect people against discrimination based 
upon their sexual orientation or gender identity. They also are 
ranked near the bottom in their protection in many of the human 
rights issues. 

Reporters Without Borders ranked Singapore 151st out of 180 
nations in its annual World Press Freedom Index behind neighbors 
such as Burma, Cambodia, and Malaysia. 
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So we will be asking you, Ms. McFarland, how you will represent 
American values in Singapore, a friend and trading partner, and 
a major commerce center, as tu how we can get advancements on 
these universal human rights, which I believe are very, very impor
tant. 

I really did enjoy the conversations I had with several of you, 
and I want to just underscore a point that Senator Menendez said 
in regard to Mr. Johnson, the same thing is true of Ms. Craft, that 
there is a real genuine desire to work with this committee, mem
bers of Congress, to further the missions of the United States in 
the countries that you represent. 

So I look forward to a robust discussion, and I again thank you 
all for your willingness to serve our country. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you for your comments. 
Senator Hutchison, we are glad to have you back. Since you have 

done this so many times on this side of the dais, we thought it 
would be good for you to lead off and help the others get started. 

I understand that at least the first five rows are family members 
and friends. It may be that the entire audience is that. We hope 
so. 

But please feel free, as you come to your turn, to introduce your 
family and friends who are here with you. We thank them for their 
willingness to support you in the effort that you are getting ready 
to undertake. 

With that, Senator Hutchison, thank you for being here. 

STATEMENT OF HON. KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON OF TEXAS, TO 
BE UNITED STATES PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE ON THE 
COUNCIL OF THE NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZA
TION, WITH THE RANK AND STATUS OF AMBASSADOR EX
TRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY 

Senator HUTCHISON. Thank you so much, Mr. Chairman. 
I do not have my two teenagers here. Many of you knew my teen

agers when they were little babies, and I was walking the halls 
with them. They are both back in Dallas. I have my neighbor from 
Virginia, Mary Jarrett. 

The CHAIRMAN. We do hope to get you to NATO by the time 
school enrollment starts. 

Senator HUTCHISON. Thank you. It is so important that my son 
starts school on time, so I thank both of you for acknowledging 
that. 

And I also want to thank you, Mr. Chairman and Mr. Ranking 
Member, for your courtesies throughout this process and your lead
ership and the way you work this committee together. I appreciate 
it so much. 

I appreciate all the members of the committee, and I know how 
much you spend in time and effort to make sure that our foreign 
policy, our Ambassadors, our State Department, our military and 
the Defense Department are covered in the Senate. You do a great 
job, and I thank you. 

I am not used to being on the side of the podium, as you have 
said, but I had many great years here. 

I am here, if you consent, to have the opportunity to represent 
our country in a different way, but in an area with which I am very 



426 

familiar. As my colleagues have said before, I have visited U.S. 
troops in harm's way in every conflict that we had when I was in 
the Senate, and very often, there were NATO members with those 
troops-Bosnia, Kosovo, Iraq, and Afghanistan. 

I have met with military and diplomatic leaders as well, and I 
have to say that our diplomatic side, which is one that I had not 
been as familiar with, was amazing. 

In Bosnia, when we went in, the Serbs were still shooting from 
the hills. Our Ambassador resided in a bombed-out building that 
did not have running water. He slept on a cot in his office to serve 
our country, when we first went into Bosnia. 

I visited Afghanistan right after our troops started going in. I 
stayed in a Russian-built institution in the hanger that the Rus
sians had built near a runway in Afghanistan. It was the only 
place that the troops could sleep. So there were hundreds of cots 
under this leaky-roofed hanger, and all they had with them was a 
duffel bag with their uniforms. They were making way for the pres
ence that we would have there, for the building of a hospital, for 
the building of barracks, so that those who followed would have a 
place to do their job. 

That is what our people to in the Foreign Service and the mili
tary. And my appreciation for them is boundless. 

I look forward to being an effective partner for our policies, for 
our military, for our allieR, who are also making sacrifices for our 
mutual defense. 

NATO is the most successful defense alliance in the history of 
the world. It was formed in 1949. And at the time, President Tru
man said, following two terrible World Wars in that century, "By 
this treaty, we are not only seeking to establish freedom from ag
gression and from the use of force in the North Atlantic commu
nity, but we are also actively striving to promote and preserve 
peace throughout the world." 

It was determined that an alliance between Europe and North 
America sends a message of solidarity that would deter aggression 
and help avoid a third World War and, in the event of conflict, 
make earlier action against a common enemy more effective in pro
tecting freedom for its democratic members. 

Does NATO exist to protect allies against any threat of aggres
sion? Yes. That was one of NATO's original mission. It remains rel
evant today. 

But NATO has also evolved into much more, because today's se
curity environment now encompasses a much broader array of chal
lenges, including asymmetric warfare. 

Terrorism by ISIS, Al Qaeda, and other extremist elements seek 
a caliphate to displace religious freedom where it is protected 
throughout the world. Rogue nations, such as Iran and North 
Korea, have developed ballistic missile capabilities and may be 
close to achieving nuclear weapons, a threat to all the 29 members 
of the alliance and our partners. 

Russian disinformation campaigns and malign influence tar
geting NATO allies and partners seek to undermine Western demo
cratic institutions and principles, and sow disunity in our long
standing transatlantic bonds. 
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In its evolution, many questions are raised. Does every country 
in the alliance meet its agreed commitment? No. Improvements are 
in order. 

President Trump has called for a stronger effort from allies not 
meeting the Wales pledge on defense investment-2 percent of 
GDP on defense, and 20 percent of total defense expenditures on 
defense modernization. Allies need to meet this commitment. 

We also stand firm on Article 5. President Trump has said that 
each ally should honor the pledge to increase spending because it 
will make all of our efforts more robust, our deterrence credible, 
and the cost of our collective defense will not unfairly rest on the 
shoulders of American taxpayers. 

I believe, as you have said in your opening statements, that the 
shared values of democracy, protection of human rights, individual 
liberty, and rule of law bind all NATO members. This bond must 
be reinforced because it does unite us. 

I have said as a U.S. Senator, and will continue to say, that that 
this alliance is something like the world has never seen. Our allies 
have been by our side throughout history. Our allies especially 
have been with us in Afghanistan, which has been a tough road. 
They have stood with us in solidarity in Afghanistan, where over 
900 troops of our allies and partners have given their lives along
side U.S. soldiers for more than 15 years. 

Our NATO allies are our core partners in diplomacy and on the 
battlefield, our partners of first resort in dealing with old and new 
threats to the security of our people. 

The strength of this alliance benefits every member. 
If confirmed, I hope to represent the integrity of the American 

commitment to be a formidable enemy and a reliable ally. America 
should be both. 

In closing, I want you to know how much I appreciate the hard 
work you do. I have been there, and I know that every one of you 
love America like I do, and you are here to make sure that our 
country is the strongest and safest for all of your constituents. 

And I want to make sure that we are able to preserve what our 
fore-fathers and -mothers gave to us and fought for and died for, 
in many instances: security, freedom, and an indomitable spirit. 

Thank you so much. 
[Senator Hutchison's prepared statement follows:] 

PREPARED STATEMENT OF HON. KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON 

Good Morning Chairman Corker, Ranking Member Cardin and all of the com
mittee. 

I'm not used to being on this side of the podium, but I am pleased to be where 
I spent so many great years working with my colleagues for my state and our united 
country. 

I am here if you consent, this time, to have the opportunity to represent our coun
try in a different capacity, but in an area with which I am very familiar. 

I have visited U.S. troops often, sometimes together with service members from 
other NATO nations, wherever they have been in harm's way-Bosnia, Kosovo, Iraq 
and Afghanistan. I have met with military and diplomatic leaders during their de
ployments, sometimes as in Bosnia, where our Ambassador resided in a bombed-out 
building, sleeping on a cot in his makeshift office, or in a Russian-built hanger next 
to a runway in Afghanistan, where hundreds of troops slept under a leaky roof with 
only a duffel bag of uniforms under their cots as they began to build a headquarters, 
barracks and hospital for the larger contingent to follow. 
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My appreciation for the work of our military aod the crucial role of the diplomatic 
corps is boundltJijs und I look forward to being an effective partner for our policies, 
tor our militnry nnd tor our Allies, who nre also making sacrifices for our mutual 
defense and protection. 

NATO is the most successful defense and security alliance in the history of the 
world. It was formed in 1949 after the sad experience of the two world wars last 
century. President Truman said at the time, "By this treaty, we are not only seeking 
to establish freedom from aggression and from the use of force in the North Atlantic 
community, but we are also actively striving to promote and preserve peace 
throughout the world." 

lt was determined that an Alliance between Europe and North America sends a 
message of solidarity that would deter aggression and help avoid a third World War, 
and in the event of confl'ict, make earlier action against a common enemy more ef
fective in protecting freedom for its democratic members. 

Does NATO exist to protect Allies against any threat of aggression? Yes, that was 
one of NATO's original missions and it remains relevant today. But NATO has also 
evolved into much more because ~oday's_ security en~onment ·now en~ompasses a 
much broader array of challenges, mcludmg asymmetnc warfare. Terronsm by ISIS, 
Al Qaeda and other extremil:l~ element-S seek a caliphate to displace religious free
dom where it is protected throughout the world. Ro~e Nations such as Iran and 
North Korea have developed ball.istic missile capabilities and may be close to achiev
ing nuclear weapons; a threat to all of the 29 members of the Alliance. Russian 
disinformation campaigns and malign influence activities targeting NATO Allies 
and Partners seek to undermine Western democratic institutfon11 and princi'pl4111, and 
sow disun'i~y in longstanding transatlantic bonds. 

In it.s evolution, many questions are raised. Does every country in the alliance 
meet its agreed commitment? No. Improvements are in order. President Trump has 
called for a stronger effort from Allies not meeting the Wales Pledge on Defense ln
vestment-2 percent of GDP on defense, and 20 percent of total defense ex:pendi
t.urP.H on defernm modemi?.ation. AllieR need to meet thiR ~ommitment, beca\1se it is 
necessary for their security. 

I am encouraged by the recent meeting of Alliance Heads of State and Govern
ment where, under the leadership of the Secretary Ge_neral , Allies agreed to redou
ble efforts to meet their commitments on defenBe spending and burden sharing. 

In addition there are moves to become more focused on the common threat of ter
rorism, including efforts to ramp up counter terrorism initiatives. 

I believe the shared values of democracy, protection of human rii;hts, individual 
liberty, and rule of law bind all NATO members. This bond that umtes us must be 
reinforced. Tho~e values undel'Score why we need to remain ftrm in dealin~ with 
Russian aggression, balancing an Alliance commitment to strong d.eterrence Wlth po
litical dialQgu.e, foremost on issues like the situation in Ukraine. I want-I think 
all NATO Allies want-a constructive relationship between NATO and Russia, but 
there can be no return to ''business as usual" between NATO and Russia as long 
as Rusaia fails to live up to the deal it signed in Minsk and continues to ignore basic 
norms of international law and responsible international behavior. 

President Trump stands firm on the U.S. commitment to Article 5 of the North 
Atlantic Treaty. He has also a.sked that each Al'ly honor the pledge they made to 
increase defense spending so that our capabilities will be robust, our deterrence 
c.redible, and the cost of our collective defense will not rest unfairly on the shoulders 
of the American taxpayers. 

I have said this as a U.S. Senator and r wlll continue to encourage our allies to 
equitably share the responsibility for our common defense. 

We are stronger together than any one of our countries would be alone. Our Allies 
have been by our side throughout NATO's history. The first-and only-time in the 
Alliance's decades' long history NATO invoked Article 5, the collective defense 
clause of the Washington Treaty, was when America was attacked on September 
11th, 2001. Allies stood with us in solidarity and there is no better examJ,lle of this 
t_han Afghaz:istan, ,vher~ over 900 troops from Allies and partners Jiave given their 
hves alongside U.S. soldiers for more than 15 years. Our NATO Alhes are our core 
partners in diplomacy and on the battlefield, our partners of first resort in dealing 
with old and new threats to the security of our people. 1'he strength of this alliance 
benefits every member. 

If confirmed, I hope to represent the integrity of American commitments. To be 
a formidable enemy, we must be a reliable Ally. I want America to be both. 

In closin~, J appreciate the role of the Senate. I know bow .ha.rd you work and 
the dedication of each of you to represent your state and build the strongest. and 
safest union for those who elected you to be their representative in Washington. 
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Thank you for your consideration. If confirmed, I look f"orward to work:i,ng with 
you to represent this Country that we love and to protect wbat our forefathers and 
mothers fought for us to keep-security, freedom and an indomitable spirit. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you so much for your comments. 
Ms. Craft? 

STATEMENT OF KELLY KNIGHT CRAFT OF KENTUCKY, TO BE 
AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO CANADA 

Ms. CRAFT. Thank you. I would like to express our thoughts and 
prayers for Senator McCain and his family. 

Thank you, Chairman Corker, Ranking Member Cardin, and 
members of the committee. 

And a special thanks to my fellow Kentuckians, Leader McCon
nell, who has been such a dear friend to our family for so many 
decades, and Senator Paul, who, as a friend and a member of this 
committee, makes me feel right at home. 

It is an honor to be with you today as the President's nominee 
to be the U.S. Ambassador to Canada. I am humbled to be en
trusted with this responsibility to lead our engagement with such 
an important friend, ally, and neighbor. 

I have not made this journey alone. With me today are my hus
band, Joe; two of our children, Jane and Kyle; my brother Marc 
and his wife, Elisabeth; our close friend John Wyatt. My daughter, 
Mia, is home preparing for her wedding in 2 weeks. My sister, 
Micah, is watching from our hometown of Glasgow, Kentucky. Our 
other children and grandchildren are watching from Oklahoma. 

Although my parents, Dale and Bobby Guilfoil, have passed 
away, they gave me the gift of unconditional love and an unwaver
ing faith in God, for which I will always be grateful. 

I appreciate the confidence that President Trump, Vice President 
Pence, and Secretary Tillerson have shown in me, and, if con
firmed, I commit to work every day to live up to their trust, in col
laboration with the most talented and dedicated public servants. 
They are truly exceptional. 

On a personal note, I am a testament to the fact that if this 
young girl, who grew up 671 miles southwest from here, can be 
nominated by the President of the United States as the first 
woman to serve as Ambassador to Canada, anything is possible 
when you work hard. 

And I know that Senator Shaheen knows this firsthand, as I 
have been so inspired by her public service. 

My first diplomatic experience with Canada was in 2007 when I 
represented the U.S. Government with the American people at the 
opening of the United Nations General Assembly. While observing 
several multilateral negotiation teams, I experienced how the 
American-Canadian relationship could be a powerful force around 
the world. 

I share the President's belief that the United States is deeply for
tunate to have a neighbor like Canada. Just 3 weeks after his inau
guration, on February 13th, President Trump hosted Prime Min
ister Trudeau. As President Trump said that day: Our two nations 
share much more than a border. We share the same values. We 
share the love, truly a great love, of freedom. And we share a col-
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lective defense. American and Canadian troops have gone to battle 
together, fought wars together, and forged the special bonds that 
come when two nations have shed their blood together. 

Today, the economies of the United States and Canada are simi
larly intertwined. We are one another's number one trading part
ner. 

If confirmed, I will work tirelessly to further enhance our strong 
economic partnership, the most extensive and integrated economic 
relationship of any two nations in the world. The nearly $2 billion 
in goods and services and 400,000 people crossing the border every 
day are testaments to the strength of this relationship. 

I believe we can do better. If confirmed, I will seek new opportu
nities to foster further growth to create more jobs for both coun
tries while promoting free and fair trade to ensure that American 
busineEises and workers can compete on a level playing field . 

A significant part of our economy is our energy relationship, the 
world's largest. If confirmed, I will advance our shared goals of en
ergy security, a robust and secure energy grid, and a strong and 
resilient energy infrastructure. 

Recognizing that our cooperation on energy is inextricably linked 
with the environment, I will also work to advance our shared envi
ronmental goals, stewardship of our common watersheds, 
landmass, wildlife, farm life, and the air we breathe, from coast to 
coast to coast as the Canadians say, the Atlantic, the Pacific, and 
the Arctic. 

At 5,525 miles, the U.S.-Canada border is the longest shared bor
der in the world. We in Kentucky know a few things about borders. 
We have seven States with whom we share a border. And the only 
trouble comes when they go home, like to Tennessee and Indiana 
after losing to the Kentucky Wildcats. rLaughter.l 

Ms. CRAFT. The United States is fortunate to have a neighbor 
that shares a strong commitment to democratic values and works 
tirelessly to promote peace, prosperity, and human rights around 
the world. 

Canada is our partner in NORAD and NATO, and it is with 
great appreciation that I acknowledge the Canadian troops who 
have served bravely alongside Americans throughout our shared 
history. 

If confirmed, I will be a respectful steward of this partnership 
with Canada. Thank you for this opportunity to be with you today. 

[Ms. Craft's prepared statement follows:] 

PREPARED STATEMENT OF KELLY CRAFT 

Thank you Chairman Corker, Ranking Member Cardin, and members of the com
mittee. And a special thanks to my fellow Kentuckians, Leader McConnell who has 
been such a dear friend to our family for so many decades, and Senator Paul, who 
as a friend and a Member of this committee makes me feel right at home. 

It is an honor to be with you today as the President's nominee to be the U.S. Am
bassador to Canada. I am humbled to be entrusted with this responsibility to lead 
our engagement-with such an important friend, ally and neighbor. 

I have not made this journey alone. With me today are: my husband Joe, and. two 
of our children, Jane and Kyle, my brother Marc and his wife Elisabeth, and our 
close friend. Jo.hn. Our daughter Mia is home preparing for her wedding in two 
weeks, my sister Micah is watchiJJg from our hometown of Glasgo.w, Kentucky, and 
our other children and grandchildren ·8.fe watching from home. Although my par-
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ents, Dale and Bobby Guilfoil have passed away1 they gave me the gift of uncondi
tional love and an unwavering faith m God, for wnich I will always be grateful. 

I am appreciative of the con'fidence ·that the President, the Vice President and 
Secretary Tillen,on have shown in me and1 if confirmed, I commit to work every day 
to live up to their trust, in collaboration with the most talented and dedicated public 
servants-tliey are truly exceptional. 

On a personal note, I am a testament to the fa.ct that if this young girl, w'bo grew 
up 671 miles Southwest from here, can be nominated b)' the President of the United 
States as t he first woman to serve as Ambassador to Canada, anything is p~ssible 
when you work hard. I know that Senator Shaheen knows what Tm speaking of, 
as I have been so inspired. by her public service. 

My tin~t rliplomat.ir. P.Xp1m1mr.e with C:nnnrlA WAR in 2007 whP.n T reprP.SP.nterl t he 
U.S. Government and the American people at the opening of the United Nations 
Gene.ral Assembly. While observing several multilateral negotiation teams, I experi
enced how the American-Canadian relati.onship could be a powerful foJ'ce around the 
world. 

I share the President's belief that the United States is deeply fortunate to have 
a neighbor like Canada. Just three weeks after his inauguration, on February 13, 
President Trump hosted Prime Minister Trudeau in Washington. 

As the President said that day, "our two nations share much more than a border. 
We shal'e the same values. We share tl1e love, and a truly great love, of freedom. 
And we share· a col'lective defense. American and Canadian troops have gone to bat
tle together, fough t wars together, and. forged the special bonds that come when two 
nations have shed their blood together." He added that "both of our countries are 
stronger when we join forces in matters of international commerce. We will coordi
nate closely to protect jobs in our hemisphere and keep wealth on our continent, 
and to keep everyone safe." 

Today the economies of the United States and Canada are similarly intertwined. 
We are each other's number one trading partner. 

If eonfumed, l will work tirelessly to further enhance our strong economic part· 
nership-the most extensive and integrated economic relationship of any two na
tions in the world. The nearly $2 billion in goods and services and 400,000 people 
crossing our border every day are testaments to the .strength of this relationship. 

I believe we can do even better. Ir confirmed, I will seek new opportunities to fos
ter further growth to create more jobs for both countries, while promoting free and 
fair trade t-0 ensure that American businesses and workers can compete on a level 
playing field. 

A significant part of our economic relationship is our energy partnership-the 
world's largest, i.n fact. If confirmed1 J wi.11 advance our shared goals of energy secu
rity, a robust and secure enex:gy gnd, and a strong and resilient energy infr:astru.c· 
ture. The United States and Canada's highly integrated and interdependent energy 
markets make North America a potential global energy powerhouse. 

Recognizing that our cooperation on energy is inextricably linked with the envi
ronment, I will also work to advance our shared environmental goals, stewardship 
of our common watersheds, landmass, wildlife, farm life, and the air we breathe
from coast to coast to coast as they say in Canada, meaning not only the Atlantic 
and Pacific, but the Ar:ctic as well . 

At 5,525 miles, the U.S.-Canada border is the longest shared border in the world. 
The two countries are connected by more than 120 land ports of entry, more than 
200,000 annual flights, and the numerous commercial and recreational vessels that 
cross the maritime border. We work closely with our Canadian partners to promote 
lawful trade and travel, while sewring our common perimeter. We in Kentucky 
know a thing or two about borders, we have seven states with whom we share a 
border, and the only trouble comes when zealous basketball fans from Tennessee 
and Indiana to find themselves headed back home after, oftentimes, losing to our 
own Kentucky Wildcats. 

The United States is fortunate to have a neighbor that shares our strong commit
ment t-0 democratic values and works tirelessly to promote peace, prosperity, and 
human righ.ts around the world. 

Canada is our partner in NORAD and in NATO, and it is with great appreciation 
that I acknowledge and respect the Canadian troops who have served bravely along
side Americans throughout our shared history. If confirmed, I will be a 1·espectful 
steward of this partnership with Canada. 

Thank you for this opportunity to be with you today. I would be pleased to answer 
your questions. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you for your comments and your willing
ness to serve in this capacity. 
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Mr. Johnson? 

STATEMENT OF ROBERT WOOD JOHNSON IV OF NEW YORK, 
TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENI
POTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE 
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRE
LAND 
Mr. JOHNSON. Yes, I would like to offer my family's prayers to 

the McCain family and wishes for a speedy recovery as well. 
Chairman Corker, Ranking Member Cardin, and distinguished 

Senators, I am deeply honored to appear before you today. I am 
grateful to President Trump for nominating me to be the United 
States Ambassador to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland. 

And I am also deeply humbled that I may be permitted to act 
as the Ambassador of the President and the American people. Both 
family hIBLory and pen.unal experience confirm to me that public 
service is both a privilege and an obligation, and that the ties be
tween the United States and the United Kingdom are profoundly 
important. 

Today, I am joined here by my wife, Suzanne; my children Jamie, 
Daisy, Brick, and Jack; and, most gratifying, my 97-year old moth
er, Betty, who, during World War II, served in t he Navy, teaching 
celestial navigation to Navy sailors. 

She inspired in me the importance of service and love of country. 
I can assure you that she expects nothing less of me than the best 
of me right now. And, if confirmed, I will not disappoint. 

I am committed to the United States' historic partnership with 
the U.K. Almost 100 years ago, my grandfather opened the first 
Johnson & J ohnson facility in the U.K That company is th ere to 
this day. 

During World War II, he also served in the military to help 
small- and medium-sized businesses play a direct role in the 
United States' wartime partnership with the United Kingdom. This 
partnership, this special relationship, endures today. 

I first t raveled to the United Kingdom more than 50 years ago 
and have been back many times for both business and pleasure. I 
care deeply about the United Kingdom and our relationship with 
it. If confirmed, I will devote all of my energy to strengthening and 
deepening that relationship. 

Chairman Corker, Ranking Member Cardin, and Senators, as the 
U.K. undergoes a complex transition, politically and economically, 
there are opportunities and challenges for the United States. I be
lieve I can make a contribution by drawing both on my business 
and philanthropic experience. 

I have had the privilege of managing many organizations, bring
ing in people from diverse backgrounds and experience and per
spectives. It is my belief that diversity of experience and expertise 
are strengths in achieving shared goals and priorities. 

In my years working with the Robert W. Johnson Foundation to 
improve health and health care for Americans, I learned the value 
of patience and tenacity in meeting challenges. The foundation's 
40-year, multibillion dollar effort to reduce smoking is just one ex
ample. 
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After my daughter Jamie was diagnosed with lupus, I launched 
the Alliance for Lupus Research in 1999. I did this not only for my 
daughter, but to help the 1.5 million Amel'icans that suITer from 
lupus, 90 percent of whom are women stricken with lupus. 

It took years to bring together this organization with the best sci
entists, organizational structure, and figuring out how to raise 
money to become now the world's largest non-government funder of 
lupus research, to treat, cure, and prevent lupus. 

Owning the New York Jets has taught me the importance of 
commitment and perseverance. [Laughter.] 

Mr. JOHNSON. Right. Exactly. 
One example of that, not a football example, one example of that 

is our 10-year effort to build a stadium. It is very difficult to build 
a stadium, and we accomplished the objective. We built a privately 
funded $1.6 billion stadium in the great State of New Jersey. 

If confirmed by the Senate, my mission will be to strengthen 
America's special relationship with the U.K. 

The U.K. has been our most steadfast ally in promoting freedom, 
fairness, and the rule of law. My first task there will be to know 
the talented professionals at the Embassy. I have been tremen
dously impressed by the professionalism and dedication of the men 
and women of the State Department, and the Embassy is home to 
many of our best people. I want to inspire and enable our Embassy 
to provide exemplary service to American citizens and businesses. 

If confirmed, my goal would be to provide the strong leadership 
needed to preserve and strengthen, once again, this absolutely spe
cial and critical relationship. 

Thank you very much. 
[Mr. Johnson's prepared statement follows:] 

PREPARED STATEMENT OF WOODY JOHNSON 

Chairman Corker, Ranking Member Cardin, and distinguished Senators, I am 
deeply honored to ap_pear before you today. I am grateful to Pi:esident Trump for 
nominating me to be the Unit.ed States Amba~ador to the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northem Irefand. I am also humbled that I may be permitt~d to act 
as the Ambassador of the President and the people of the United States. 

Both family history and personal experience confirm to me that public service is 
both a privilege and an obhgation, and that the ties between the United States and 
the United Kinf1dom are profoundly important. 

Today I am Joined by my wife Suzanne; my children Jamie, Daisy Robert and 
Jack; and, most gratifying, my 97-year old mother, Betty. During World War Il, my 
mother, Minnesota-born and raised, served in the navy, teaching celestial naviga
tion to sailors. She inspired in me the importance of service and love of country. 
I assure you that she expects nothing less than the best from me and, if confirmed, 
I will not diBappoi:nt. 

I am committed to the United States' historic partnership with the UK. Almost 
100 years ago, my grandfather opened Johnson & J 'ohnson's first overse11s operation 
in the UK, and the company is there to this day. During· World War .Il, he too 
served in tl1e military and helped small and medium-sized businesses play a direct 
role in the United States' wartime partnership with the United Kingdom; this part. 
nership, this special relationship, still endures. 

I first travelled to the United Kingdom more than 50 years ago and have been 
back many times for business and pleasure. I care deeply about the baited Kingdom 
and our relat ionship with it. If confirmed, I will devote all of my energy to strength
ening and deepening that relationship. 

Chairman Corker, Ranking Member Cardin, and Senators, a.s the UK undergoes 
a complex transition, politically and economically, there are opportunities and chal
lengeB for the United Stat~s. I believe I can make a contribution by drawing upon 
both my business and philanthropic experience. 
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I have had the privilege of managing many organizations, bringing to,ether peo
ple from divcroc bo.ckgroundo and pcropcctivco. It io my belief that divcrs1ty of expe
ri11uc11 auJ exp11r~ii;e are l;Lre11gLh11 in achieving i;bared goal!! and priorities. In m.y 
years of workini::- wi.th the 'RWJ foundation to improve Americans' hen.Ith, I 11!!!.rned 
the·value of patience and tenacity in meetini challenges. The foundation's forty-year 
multi-billion dollar effort to reduce smoking 1s just one example. 

After my daughter Jamie was diagnosed with Lupus, I launched the alliance for 
Lupus research in 1999. I did this not only to treat my daughter, but to help the 
1.5 million people in the U.S.--'ninety percent of them women-stricken by Lupus. 
It took years to bring together the best scientists, organizational structures and cap
ital sources to make it the world's largest non-government funder of research to 
treat and cure Lupus. 

Owning the New York Jets has taught me the importance of commi·t;ment and per
severruice. One exam!)le is the ten-year effort we undertook to build a n.ew, pri
vately-funded, $1.6 billion stadium in the Meadowlands, in the great state of New 
Jersey. 

If confirmed by the Senate, it will be my mi.ssion to p~otect and strengthen Amer
ica's special relationship with the UK. The United Kingdom 'h.as been our most 
steadfast ally in promoting freedom, fairness and the rule oflaw. My first task there 
would be to know the talented professionals at the Embassy. I have been tremen
dously impressed by the professionalism and dedication of the men and women of 
the State Department, and the Embassy is home to many of our best people. I want 
to inspire and enable our Embassy to provide exemplary service to American citi
zens and businesses. If confirmed , my goal would be to provide the strong leadership 
nee:ded to p1e:se1ve and st1e11gthe11 our' 8pecial relai.io1u~hip wiLh Lhe United King
dom. 

Thank you for the opportunity to be considered for the position of United States 
Ambassador to the United Kingdom. I Look forward to your questions. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. We very much appreciate your com
ments and your willingness to serve in this capacity. 

Ms. Johnson, based on my experiences over the last few weeks, 
we could use a little help with celestial navigation on health care. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr. Eisenberg? 

STATEMENT OF LEWIS M. EISENBERG OF FLORIDA, TO BE AM
BASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE ITALIAN REPUB
LIC, AND TO SERVE CONCURRENTLY AND WITHOUT ADDI
TIONAL COMPENSATION AS AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY 
AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMER
ICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF SAN MARINO 

Mr. EISENBERG. Mr. Chairman, thank you very much, Mr. Rank
ing Member, members of the committee, thank you-K.T. McFar
land-Senator Marco Rubio, for your kind introduction and full de
scription of my background. 

It is with sincere humility that I appear before you today. I am 
most grateful to President Trump to make me his nominee for the 
position of Ambassador to the Italian Republic and the Republic of 
San Marino, without compensation. 

I would also like to express my thanks to Secretary Tillerson for 
his support and confidence. I am humbled for the opportunity to be 
of service to our country, should my nomination be confirmed. 

And since Senator Rubio and Senator Lieberman were so kind to 
say a few words, I would like to depart from what I was going to 
do and read my history and my interest in serving our country in 
Italy, although it is interesting to note that Senator Menendez, 
were be here, would testify that I lived many years of my life in 
the State of New Jersey while I worked in New York, and I have 
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learned that there are some 20 million Americans of Italian de
scent. I am confident that the largest percentage of them live in 
New Jersey and New York and, hence, they are my neighbors and 
some of my closest friends. 

I am going to depart and talk, rather, on why I want to do this 
in, as Senator Lieberman pointed out, Alan McFarland's and my 
late stage in our distinguished, so far, careers, if confirmed. 

This is hard for me, a little bit, to depart from script, but it was 
a day not too dissimilar from this. It was a sunny day, not quite 
so warm, and I had a meeting that had been called suddenly and 
drew me from my original point of departure. That morning, when 
I left that meeting, I was met by two police officers from the Port 
Authority of New York and New Jersey who asked me to get into 
the car, their car, and informed me that the Port Authority, the 
towers, had been struck, not by one airplane but by two. 

It began one of the most difficult periods not only in my life and 
your lives but in the lives of our country and the world. 

My wife was picked up and brought from New York to our home 
in New Jersey, and I was brought to a makeshift station in Jersey 
City, where we waited for survivors to come, and we learned of the 
hit on the Pentagon and the crash in Pennsylvania. 

I was asked by the police to try to organize what staff we had 
from the police who were always there, always professional in re
sponse. 

And, you know, it is amazing. There are these plates in your life 
that change. There are births. There are deaths. There is marriage. 
There is graduation. It was one of those unique shifts in life that 
has changed us all forever. 

We put together a makeshift organization around trying to iden
tify who was lost. I learned that the person who had taken my life 
at Windows on the World had been lost that morning. The head of 
police who had climbed to the 27th floor and called me to say he 
was coming up to get me, learned that I was not there, died that 
day. 

I learned over the subsequent days that we had lost 84 people 
with whom I worked and thousands of Americans. The Port Au
thority is a unique bi-state organization. It was my seventh year. 
It was the day before I was to retire from that office. I remained 
for 90 days. 

After that, I traveled to daily from our Jersey headquarters to 
what was then called Ground Zero. I acted as a spectator amongst 
heroes. I served coffee. I gave hugs. I saw the families. It hurt. 

The following few months, as my term there came to an end, 
Governor Pataki of New York asked me to serve in the Lower Man
hattan Development Corp., which was to rebuild lower Manhattan, 
and asked me to chair the Families of Victims Committee and 
Transportation Committee-clearly, the hardest task of my life. 

When I left that, I said to the people in those commissions, to 
the families of the Port Authority, to my children and grand
children, who I neglected to introduce as I sat down, but who sit 
behind me, I pledged that if any opportunity ever came up for me 
to contribute to the welfare of our country economically or through 
security, I would do whatever it takes. 



436 

If confirmed, I pledge my faithful service, and I thank you for 
this opportunity. 

[Mr. Eisenberg's prepared statement follows:] 

PREPARED STATEMENT OF LEWIS M. EISENBERG 

Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member, members of the committee: 
It is with sincere humility that I appear before you today. I am most grateful to 

be President Trump's Nominee for the position of Ambassador to the Italian Rep11b
lic and the Repubhc of S!lll Marino. I would also like to express my thanks to Sec
retary Tillerson for his support and confidence. I am humbled by tbe opportunity 
to be of service to our country, should my nomination be confirmed. 

1 would also like to introduce those most dear to my heart and sitting behind me: 
My wife, Judy, we recently celebrated our 52nd anniversary; and two of my daugh
ters, Lisa Goodwyn and Laura Barr; my sons-in-law, Rick Goodwyn and Dr. Kyle 
Barr; and 3 of our 10 grandchildren, Henry Goodwyn, Chase Goodwyn, and Jack 
Bales!.To. Unfortunately1 my daughter Stacy Lyle, my son-in-law Paul, and their 
three children could not be here. Judy's parents, Lois Lee and Leonard Bierman, 
and my parents, Estelle and Seymour Eisenberg, all have passed away, bu.t have 
given us the gift of enduring love, hard work and gu.idance, for wbicb we will always 
be _grateful. 

Judy and I met in college in 1962 and were married in 1965. Judy worked. I stud
ied. I graduated with an MBA ·in 1966 and joined Goldman Sachs in the summer 
of tb:.i.t yc:.i.r. It w:is the beginning cf :i fift.;-ye:rr =ccr in the world cf finance; be 
coming a partner and co-he.ad of the equity division at Goldman Sachs, co-founding 
Granitll Capital Jnterna.tional Group, becoming a senior advisor at KKR and estab
lishini: Ironhill Investments LLC. In addition to business, I have always had an in
tense interest and involvement in politics irovernment service, and philanthropy. 

There are certain events, that like shifting Tectonic plates, significantly alter the 
course of one's life. 

In 1994 Governor Christine Todd Whitman appointed me to serve as commis
Rion r tn thP. Port A11thority of New York 11nd New ,Jeraey, and in 1995 the Roard 
of Commissioners elected me Chairman. 

A8 Chairman, I led policy decisions that deepened our ports; refurbished our 
bridges and tunnels; initiated LTains running to and from our airports; and wit
nessed 

a police force of 1,600 reduce crime in our region and protect our trani,p0rtation 
assets. The agency ran on budget with excellent bond ratings, and includ.ed a team, 
of 7,200 professionals. My leadership role of this bi-state agency allowed me to regu
larly negotia·te with unions, cities, towns and, of course, between the states of New 
York and New Jersey. I have never worked with a more dedicated or professional 
organization. 

In the late summer of 2001, under the direction of Governor George Pataki of 
New York, I led ~he agency's s~c_cessful negotiations for the ~le of the World Tra~e 
Center. At the time, the $3 b1lhon plus real estate transact10n Was the largest m 
New York history. I was due to leave that pos·ition on September 12, 2001. On Sep
tember 10th1 my office on the 67th floor of Tower One was arranged for a goodbye 
celebration tne following morning. 

On the morning of September 11, 2001, I made an unexpected stop to meet some
one for a quick cup of coffee in midtown Manha'ttan. As I left my meeting, I was 
greeted by Port Authority police officers who informed me that the World Trade 
Center Towers had been struck by not one, buL two commercial airliners. I imme
diately knew we had "been attacked." The buildings would come down and, of 
course; I learned the Pentagon had been hit and of the crash of United #93 in 
Shanksville, Pennsylvania. 

The shock of the loss of thousands of lives and the nature and extent of these 
tragedies was hard-very hard-to comprehend. More than 3,000 lost. Our home
land was hit. The world forever changed. 

For the next ninety days, I led an agency so deeply wounded by events, attending 
many funerals, sometimes three a day., and reacting to daily crises. 

Many days T commuted from our Jersey City headquarters to Ground Zero-re
ferred to by many in those harrowing weeks as "the pile"-where I was but a spec
tator amidst heroes. We worked and we grieved. We lost 84 dedicated colleagues, 
including our executive director, Neil Levin, the secretary of the agency, Danny 
Bergstein and our superintendent of police, Fred Morrone. 

In January of 2002, New York Governor George Pataki a_ppointed me as a found
ing board member of the Lower Manhattan Development Corporat;ion (LMDC) and 
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Chairman of the 9/11 Families and Transportation Advisory Councils-the most de
manding and heart-wrenching challenge I ever had. 

In de.parting the LMDC in 2003, I pledged to the. people of the Port Authority, 
the grieving families and to my wife, children and grandchildren that I would, at 
every opportunity, dedicate myself to the service of our country. 

Today, as I sit before you, my commitment remains. U.S. cooperation with Italy 
is at an all-time high, as demonstrated io May when President Trump made his 
visit to Rome a centerpiece of his finit trip abroad. We are also working wi.th Italy 
as G-7 President and a member of the UN Security Council to advance our shared 
priorities . 
. AB a top global partner, Italy has been a leader in the NATO-led missions in Af
ghanistan and in the fight against ISIS in Iraq. In both countrioo, ItaJy has com
mitted the most troops of any U.S. ally. Jtaly also hosts nearly 30,000 U.S. service 
members, DoD officials, and tamily members at bases that allow us to operate effec
tively and efficiently across the Mediterranean, the Middle East, and Africa. 

If confirmed, I look forward to further strengthaning our security cooperation, and 
working with Italy to continue increasing its defense spendi.ng consistent with 
NATO leaders' commitment. 

Italy is also a vital economic partner for the United States. U.S. exports to Italy 
and Italian investment in the United States together support over a quarter-million 
American jobs. If confirmed, I will work to increase opportunities for U.S. businesses 
in Italy. 

Of course\ it is the lasting bonds between our peoples that fonn the bedrock of 
the U.S.-lta y friendship. In addition to the 20 miJHon Americans who trace their 
ancestry to Italy over a million Italians continue to visit the United States each 
year, and more than four million Americans travel to Italy-including over 35,000 
U.S. students. 

If confirmed, I will work to sustain our counlties' historic ties and expand these 
meaningful connections. I will also dedicate myself to continue our cooperation with 
the Republic of San Marino, whose friendship with the United States dates back to 
186lhwhen San Marino's heads of state bestowed honorary citiieosh:ip on President 
Abra am Lincoln. Today our two countries are working to~ether on critical chal
leJJges like cornbatting money laundering and terrorist financmg. 

The staff of the U.S. Mission to ltaly-across our embassy and three consulates 
geo.eral-works tirelessly to serve American citizens, promote 

American business, and advance our co.operation on the full range of top global 
challenges. If confirmed, I look forward to leading th.is extraordinary team. 

J have bad the opportunity to visit Italy over the years on business and pleasure, 
with my wife, enjoymg the beauty of the country. Italy bas always occupied a place 
in our hearts and memories. The warmth nncf spirit of the Italian people, as in 
America, is founded on faith in God, love of country, and an abiding love in family. 
If contim1ed, J will strive to continue our cooperative relationsllips ,vith Ita ly and 
San Marino, strengthen our economic, security, history, and friendsnip. It would be 
one of the greatest honors of my life. Thank you for your consideration. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you for those touching comments and 
your desire to serve in this capacity. 

Ms. McFarland? 

STATEMENT OF KATHLEEN TROIA McFARLAND OF NEW YORK, 
TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENI
POTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE 
REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE 
Ms. McFARLAND. Thank you so much. 
And, Lew, thank you so much for sharing all of that with all of 

us. We were all someplace September 11th, and the fact that you 
were where you were has made our lives a lot better, so thank you. 

And thank you, Chairman Corker, Ranking Member Cardin, and 
members of the committee for the honor of addressing you and tes
tifying before you for the nomination to be the Ambassador to 
Singapore. 

I would like to thank my friend Joe Lieberman for his very kind 
introduction, and for the family friendship that spans over half a 
century. Senator Lieberman is a man of integrity, enormous ability, 
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and true patriotism. He is also a man that encoura~es us all to be 
better people, and we are all the better for having him in our lives. 

I am also deeply humbled by Dr. Henry Kissinger's letter, which 
Senator Lieberman referred to, Dr. Kissinger endorsing my nomi
nation to serve in this position. He has been a boss, a mentor, and 
a friend for decades, beginning with my first job as a freshman at 
George Washington University in 1970 and continuing through my 
years at Oxford and MIT, the Reagan administration, while I was 
in cable news, and then coming full circle when I joined the Trump 
administration in the very same West Wing office that I had start
ed working in 45 years before. 

I am also thankful for that very strong endorsement from the 
President's current National Security Adviser, General H.R. 
McMaster, who sent a letter to all of you. He is a man of great in
tellect and strategic vision. 

I would also like to thank Secretary Tillerson for the opportunity 
to work with him and the very able people at the State Department 
and at Embassy Singapore. 
, ~ut_ mo~t importaptl~, I, ~ould li~e to ~h~n~ Presi?e:r_it. Trump _for 
ueuev111g ui. 1ne anu seiecung n1e wr nm; Just one, out two, 01 tne 
most important positions in his administration. 

But I would not be here today without the encouragement of 
John McCain, because in 2005, the two of us stood in the rain out
side the Naval Academy football stadium and he encouraged me to 
get back into public life and to run for office. So I think all of us 
wish him and his wonderful family Godspeed, frankly, as he slays 
yet another dragon. 

If I am confirmed, I would not be able to take on this new re
sponsibility were it not for the support of my very large family, my 
husband of 33 years, Alan McFarland; our fjve children, Andrew, 
Gavin, Fiona, Luke, and Camilla; da ughte1·-in-law, G1·etchen; sun
in-law Matt Melton; our five grandchildren, Arabel, Alasdair, 
Lachlan, Louisa, and Gigi, almost all of who are sitting right be
hind me. 

If I am confirmed, I also would not presume to take on the re
sponsibility without the support of Embassy Singapore. It is home 
to some 19 government agencies, and especially to the extraor
dinarily talented and dedicated Foreign Service Officers who serve 
there. The men and women of Embassy Singapore are the very best 
of the best. And I would consider it an honor if you allow me to 
serve with them. 

So, why Singapore? Three reasons. 
First, our economic relationship is robust. We have had a bilat

eral trade agreement since 2004, and it is the first such agreement 
we have had in Asia. The U.S. has a healthy trade surplus of near
ly $20 billion in goods and services. U.S. businesses invest over 
$180 billion in Singapore, twice as much as we invest in China, five 
times as much as we invest in India. And 4,200 American busi
nesses have headquarters in Singapore. More than 30,000 Ameri
cans live there. 

Second, we have a close security relationship. When America 
closed our bases in the Philippines in 1990, Singapore stepped up 
to make its facilities available to us. In 1990, we signed the U.S.
Singapore Memorandum of Understanding, which was expanded by 
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two follow-on agreements since then. Today, our Poseidon P-8 air
craft operating out of Singapore. Our littoral combat ships rotate 
out of Changi Naval Base. 

And in fact, the USS Coronado, one of the Navy's newest littoral 
combat ships, is currently in Singapore Harbor, and my daughter, 
sitting right behind me, Lieutenant Fiona McFarland, was one of 
the sailors that took the Coronado from its construction in the ship
yard through its sea trials and its commissioning into the fleet. 

And third, we have a lot in common. We are both melting pot na
tions where people of different races and cultures and religions 
have come together to create a meritocracy and a democracy. Our 
free-market economies are innovative, dynamic, entrepreneurial. 

But even so, we urge them to go further in their human rights 
agenda. We urge them to continue their efforts to curb human traf
ficking, building on their adoption in 2015 of the Prevention of 
Human Trafficking Act. And we urge them to expand their political 
freedoms, freedom of speech, assembly, and a free press. 

And, Senator Cardin, I listened to your remarks, and I agree 
with them, and I know the power of the bully pulpit. 

And on March 30, 1981, Ronald Reagan spoke to the AFL-CIO 
here in Washington. And in that speech, he added a couple sen
tences, talking to the people in Poland. There were Polish dock
workers who were trying to organize, trying to strike, under their 
leader, Lech Walesa. 

President Reagan made a few comments, made a few sentences, 
and nobody remembered them, because within a few minutes, he 
was shot and narrowly survived an assassination attempt. 

But the Polish people heard him. And years later, when the Iron 
Curtain came down and the Polish people were free, Lech Walesa, 
the first President of Poland, said that what kept him going and 
what kept them going in their darkest moments of taking on the 
communist empire were the words of President Reagan and others, 
the encouragement he gave them to keep going to demand their 
rights. 

And so I understand the power of what you are saying, and I 
would hope that, were I confirmed, I would be able to speak out 
and use the bully pulpit in the same kind of way. Thank you. 

So if the Senate does confirm my nomination, I see my job as the 
steward of all aspects of that close relationship with Singapore. It 
is a security relationship, because they stand at the entrance to the 
South China Sea. It is an economic relationship, because it is the 
gateway between East and West. And I would do so as the chief 
proponent of American values. 

I look forward to answering your questions today. And if I am 
confirmed as Ambassador to Singapore, I will look forward to work
ing with all the members of this committee, as well as within the 
administration, to advance our interests. Thank you. 

[Ms. McFarland's prepared statement follows:] 

PREPARED STATEMENT OF KT. McFARLAND 

Thank you, Chairman Corker, Ranking Member Cardin and members of the com
mittee for the hoi:ior of allowing me to testify_ before you here today as the nominee 
to become the Umted States Ambassador to Singapore. 

I'd like to first thank Senator Lieberman for that very kind introduction, and for 
our family friendship that spans over half a century. Senator Lieberman is a man 
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of integrity, enormous ability and true patriotism. He is also a man that encourages 
us all to be better people, and we 1:u-e all the bell.er fw havi11g !urn i.11 uur live,;. 

l am also deeply humbled by Dr. Henry Kissinger's letter of endorReml'!nt. for my 
nomination to serve in thi.s position-he has been a boss, mentor and friend for dec
ades, beginning with my first job in Washington, when l was a freshman at Geo~ 
Washington University in 1970. It continuecf through my ye1U'S at Oxford and Mlr, 
during the Reagan administration, while I was in cable news and coming full circle 
when I joined the Trump adminisln1tion-in the same West Wing office that I had 
started working in 45 years before. 

I am also thankful for tbe strong endorsement from the President's National Secu
rity Advu;er, General ll.R McMaster, most my recent bc,ss, He i a 1111m of grt1aL 
intellect ana strategic vision . I wouJd also like to thank Secretary Tfllerson for the 
opportun.ity to worl< with him and the very able people at the State Department and 
at Embassy Singapore. · 

But most importantly, I would like to thank President Trump for believing in me, 
and for selecting me for not just one, but two, of the most important positions in 
Iris administration, first as Deputy National Security AdviBer, and now as nominee 
for Ambassador to Singapore. 

If! am confirmed, 1 would not be able to take on this new responsibility of moving 
halfway around the world to promote J\morico.'o int.oroote, were it not for tho support 
of my very large family, including my husband, our five children, their spouses and 
our five grandchildren. My husnand Alan, and our five children Andrew Gavin, 
Fiona, Luke and Camilla. Daughter in Jaw Gretchen and son-in-law Matt Melton 
our five grandchildren Arabel, Alasdair, Lach]an, Louisa and Gigi. 

"-' .... rid if cor..f:'i.-rned, I v,ou.ld net dn.ia truce on thio hea-7 rasportaibility \v-ithout the 
support of Embassy Singapore, home to some 19 government agencies, and esP.e
cially to the extraordinarily talented and dedicated Foreign Service Officers wJ10 
serve there. The men and women of this Mission are the very best of the best. I 
would consider it an honor to serve with them. 

So, why Singapore? Three reasons: 
First, our economic relationship ia robust. Wo have had a bilatorol Free Trade 

Agreement srnce 2004, our first such agreement with a.n Asian country. The US has 
a healthy trade surplus of nearly $20 billion in goods and services with Sin~apore. 
215,000 American jobs a.re supported by our trade with Singapore. US busmesses 
invest over 180 billion dollars lD Singapore, twice as much as we invest in China 
and five times our investment in India. 4,200 US business are headquartered in 
Singapore, and more than 30,000 Americans Jive there. 

Second, we have close security relationship. When America closed our bases in the 
Philippines in the lUOOs, Singapore stepped up to make its facilities available to the 
US Navy. In 1990 we signed the U.S.-Singapore Memorandum of Understanding, 
which was expanded by follow-on agreements in the years since. Today our Poseidon 
P-8 aircraft operatll out of Singapore. Our Littoral Combat ships rotate out of 
Changi Naval base. In fact, the USS Coronado, one of the Navy's newest Littoral 
Combat ships, is currently in Singapore-my daughter Navy Lt Fiona McFarland 
was one of the sailors that took the Coronado from its construction in the shipyard, 
through Its sea trials, and its commissioning into the Fleet. 

Singaporean pilots train with Amer:ican pilots, Singaporean sailors join programs 
with our sailors, our militaries train toe"ether, our intelligence, homeland security 
and law enforcement communities share information and best practices. 

Singapore was the first Asian nation to Join the Global Coalition Against ISIS. 
When Secretary Tillersoo asked me to chair the 68-nation ministerial earlier this 
year, 1 met with Singapore's foreign minister. We discussed our common threats: the 
spread of radical Islam, North Korean nuclear proliferation and competing terri
torial claims on the South China Sea. 

Third, we have a lot in common. We're both melting pot societies where people 
of different races, cultu.res and religions have come together to creat.e a meritocracy, 
and ?emocracy. Our free '!'arket economies are innovative, _d:rnamic and entrepre
neurial. We're at the cutting edge of technology and the d1gttal age. Our nations 
have been beacons of stability and prosperity-and an important example of what 
can be accomplished through hard work, the rule oflaw and economic freedom. 

Even so, we urge them bo go further with human rights agenda. We urge them 
to continue their efforts to curb human trafficking, building on their adoption in 
2015 of the Prevention of Human Trafficking Act. We also urge them to expand 
tbeir political freedoms, freedom of speech, assembly and a free press. 

But the Singapore's -value to the United States ia more than just our bilateral re
lationship, strong as it may be. I'm a New Yorker where one of the first rules ·is 
locatio~1_Iocation, location. Despite its small size-Singapore is about four times the 
size of Washington, DC, or about the size of NYC witliout Staten Island-Singapore 
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sits astride one of the most important geostrategically important locations in the 
world. It is the economic gateway between East and West as one of the world's most 
imporlant trade routes-on the Malacca straits. It is the world's largest trans
shipment port. 

Singapore is also the security gateway between East and West as the entrance 
to the South China Sea. 

The world.'s diplomatic chessboard is being rearranged. Economic growth will in
creasingly come from Asia, especially Southeast As.ia. North Korea is on the verge 
of becoming a nuclear weapons state that wilJ threaten not just Northeast Asia but 
South Asia as well, and even the US. China is building a blue water navy and 
flexing its military muscles up and down the Asia Pacific. It seeks to disnipt our 
relationships with many Asian nations as it lures them into China's orhi.t. Radical 
Islamic elements-including terrorists fleeing the crumbling Islamic State-are 
moving to other parts of the world, including the Asia Pacific region. With eac'h of 
these s.ecurity issues, the strength of the U.S.-Singapore relationship will be instru
mental to our success. 

If the Senate does confirm my nomination, I see my job as the steward of all as
pects of our close relationship with Singal?ore: as the chief commeroial officer in pro
motion ofU.S.-Singapore trade; as the cllle( se.curity officer in maintaining the close 
U.S.-Singapore security a.nd law enforcem.ent relationship; as the chief proponent of 
American values; and as the President's pel."llonal representative to one of America's 
most important partners in the region if not the world. 

I look forward to answering,your questions today, and if confirmed as Ambassador 
to Singapore, I will work with the members of this committee to advance America's 
interests. Thank you for taking the time to consider my nomination. I look forward 
to answering any questions you may have. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. 
Without objection, the two letters you referred to will be entered 

into the record. 
[The information referred to is located at the end of this hearing 

transcript on pages 488-90.) 
The CHAIRMAN. I am personally struck by the deep sense of duty 

that all of you have, your desire to serve our country, and look for
ward to your confirmation. 

I am going to defer my questions and save that time for interjec
tions down the road and, with that, turn to Senator Cardin. 

Senator CARDIN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I want to join you. 
Each of you have an impressive background, and your testimonies 
here today have been very much in keeping with the impressive 
backgrounds that you have. 

Mr. Eisenberg, I want to first thank you for your testimony. 
When we think we have tough days here, I am going to recall your 
eyewitness testimony about 9/11 and recognize exactly why we are 
fighting so hard for the security of our country. So thank you for 
sharing that. That was inspirational to all of us. 

Mr. EISENBERG. Thank you, Senator Cardin. 
Senator CARDIN. Ms. McFarland, I thank you for your response 

in regard to American values and reminding us of some of the 
great moments in American history where our leaders have stood 
up to oppression and stood up to countries that have proposed poli
cies that are contrary to universal values. 

And you are right. Singapore is a small country. It is an impor
tant country. It is one of the economic powers. It is the gateway 
to the China Seas, which is very important for national security. 
It is a democratic country. But it is a country that does not protect 
the human rights of its citizens against discrimination. It is a coun
try that does not do well with freedom of the press. And it is a 
country where America's spokesperson, our Ambassador, can fur-
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ther the hopes of people of Singapore who want to see their country 
protect these rights. 

So I thank you for the statement you made. I am satisfied by 
your response and just want to let you know that you have support 
on both sides of the aisle to reinforce American values in Singapore 
and elsewhere. Of course, the region in which you are going to be 
operating, there are countries that are problematic when it comes 
to basic values. So you are going to be operating in an area that 
your mission there, working with other U.S. missions, can very 
much further U.S. values. 

I will be checking in with you and all of the Ambassadors about 
how we are proceeding on American values, what specifically you 
have done in regard to your speeches, in regard to people you meet 
with, in regard to the priorities that you supervise with the people 
that are there to advance American values. So I look forward to 
that. 

You have a very impressive background. I am going to be asking 
some questions for the record, but I am going to give you a chance 
be.re to respond to one of the statements /ou made, and it was 
made in 2013. This is before Russia invade Ukraine, certainly be
fore they interfered in our elections. 

And you said that Mr. Putin is one who really deserves the Nobel 
Peace Prize. I hope your views are not the same today, but I want
ed to give you a chance to respond to thHt. 

Ms. McFARLAND. Senator, thank you, first of all, for the very 
kind words, and thank you also for the chance to set this record 
straight and to put that into context. 

Now I regret that it was a little tongue-in-cheek, but at the time, 
President Obama had laid a redline down on Syria's use of chem
ical weapons against its civilian population and was either unable 
or unwilling to carry out that redline. When Secretary Kerry said 
that perhaps if Syria were to give up its chemical weapons, we 
would think differently, the Russians stepped forward and said 
they would like to help broker that deal. 

Secretary Kerry, the Russian Foreign Minister, and the Syrians 
got together. They agreed that Russian would take the lead to dis
mantle Syria's chemical weapons program. 

We now flash forward to today. They were either unable to do 
it or they were unwilling to do it, and Putin deserves no prize for 
that. In fact, when I entered the Trump administration, one of the 
first crises we faced was there were the Syrians again, using chem
ical weapons against women and children. 

So I, certainly, feel that, as you pointed out, the invasion of 
Ukraine and the other things that the Russians have done, perhaps 
with President Putin's personal direction, I have a very different 
opinion today. 

Senator CARDIN. Thank you for clarifying that. 
Senator Hutchison, I want to pivot to Russian and the problems 

that we are going to have. Clearly, Ukraine is continuously under 
attack by Russia. We know that there is a continuing presence in 
Georgia and Moldova. 

What can NATO do, working with those countries, in order to 
shore up their capacity to deal with the aggression of Russia? 
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Senator HUTCHISON. Well, it is one of NATO's prime focuses, the 
aggression of Russia in Ukraine, of course, Georgia as well. 

And I would say, first of all, the European Reassurance Initiative 
is an effort to strengthen the areas that are most vulnerable, where 
we have four battle groups now, one in each of the Baltic states 
plus Poland, and the United States is leading in the one in Poland. 
And Canada is leading as well. U.K. is leading as well. And Roma
nia in the other three. So I think we are beefing up defenses for 
an aggressive Russia. 

And secondly, I am pleased that the administration has sent to 
Kurt Volker over to Ukraine now as a special envoy, because I 
think that attention to the whole Russian aggression in Ukraine is 
so important. 

And as NATO has said, there is not going to be business as usual 
with Russia as long as they violate the agreement they made in 
Minsk, which is regarding Ukraine. 

Senator CARDIN. I just want to point out that we hope that, with
in a matter of days, we are going to pass legislation through both 
the House and Senate in regard to Russia that includes a NATO
like commitment to unify on the misinformation attacks that Rus
sia is doing in Europe and their use of the Internet. So we are try
ing to give you additional tools, working with our NATO partners, 
to share best information and practices against the aggression of 
Russia. 

Ms. McFARLAND. And I think that Congress is doing the right 
thing to put those sanctions in place. I know there are some dis
agreements on some of the language, and everyone is working to 
make sure that it does not have unintended consequences. I think 
it is very important. 

And that is also an initiative that was made in the May 25th 
meeting of the heads of state of NATO, that there would be more 
of a focus on this hybrid warfare, the use of Russian cyberwarfare 
to interfere with several democracies within our alliance. And that 
is a focus of NATO, and I think your bill and the inclusion of that 
language will give us more strength. 

Senator CARDIN. We will use your endorsement in the House to 
try to get it passed. 

Thank you, Senator. 
The CHAIRMAN. I think it will happen very soon. 
Senator Young? 
Senator YOUNG. Thank you, Chairman. 
I want to thank all our nominees. We have, from my perspective, 

a very competent, qualified panel of distinguished individuals, who 
I think will serve this country well. 

Ms. Hutchison, I enjoyed our visit and would like to continue our 
conversation we began in the office about the INF Treaty. 

In July 2014, 3 years ago, our Department of State issued a re
port that said the following: The United States has determined 
that the Russian Federation is in violation of its obligations under 
the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty not to possess, 
produce, or flight test a ground-launched cruise missile with a 
range capability of 500 to 5,550 kilometers, or to possess or produce 
launchers of such missiles. 
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Now State has issued its latest report in April of t his year 
against certifying that Hussia "continued to be in violation of its 
obligations under the treaty." 

While Russia has been developing and testing the missile in 
question for years, on March 8 of this year, General Selva, who is 
the vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, as you know, testi
fied that Russia deliberately deployed it in order to pose a threat 
to NATO and to facilities within the NATO area of responsibility. 

So my question to you is this. Given this threat to our troops in 
Europe and our NATO allies, as the nominee to serve as our Am
bassador to NATO, do you believe we should t ake tangible and ur
gent steps to ensure Russia does not gain military advantage based 
on this treaty? Should we compel Russia to comply with the treaty? 

Senator HUTCHISON. Absolutely. We should reinforce our efforts 
to get Russia to comply with the treaty, and it is the position of 
the American Defense Department, State Department, that Russia 
is in v iolaLion. 

We are consulting with our allies. There are many views about 
what should be done to continue to encourage and push the Rus
sians Lo meet, t.his agl'eemeut.. 

But I will say, Senator Young, that we are also beefing up de
fenses, and we have ballistic missile defense capabilities th.at are 
within the treaty that we have signed, INF. Well, we did not, but 
the treaty. We are complying with it. 

And our efforts to build up our missile defense in several coun
tries in the alliance also are a signal to Russia that we are serious 
about this treaty. 

Senator YOUNG. I am encouraged to hear that the pressure cam
paign will ratchet up and will continue and, no doubt, evolve. I will 
look forward to continuing to work with you, assuming you are con
firmed, which I believe you will be. 

This is a good segue, the latter part of your response to my ques
tion. 

The INF is it two-part treaty. It is United States. It is Russia. 
But Russia is not complying. So it has become a one-sided treaty, 
which defeats the whole idea of a treaty, in a sense. 

So meanwhile, according to the Commander of the Pacific Com
mand in April, over 90 percent of land-based missile forces in Chi
na's arsenal fall within this range that is prohibited under the INF 
Treaty. Now, China is not a party to this treaty, but the point here 
is that the world has changed since the INF Treaty was signed in 
1987. 

It begs the question, if Russia fails to return to compliance with 
the treaty, without delay, do you believe that we should withdraw 
from the treaty? 

Senator HUTCHISON. That is something that has to be, from the 
NATO standpoint, a consensus. Some of our allies are concerned 
that a wi thdrawal would make Russia more aggressive. 

I think we have to consult. I know the State Department and the 
Defense Department are looking at what are our best efforts to 
apply what leverage we have for Russia to comply, and I think we 
have to look at all the factors before that decision is made. 

Senator YOUNG. That is a fair answer. It is a complicated ques
tion. 
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Senator HUTCHISON. It is hard. 
Senator YOUNG. We will have to continue to work through this, 

and I hope you will keep the committee informed as these assess
ments continue. 

Senator HUTCHISON. Of course. They will be, I am sure, on every
one's mind. Thank you. 

Senator YOUNG. I would just like to end here. 
Ms. Craft, congratulations to you. I have little doubt that you 

will serve with distinction in this new role. 
I am going to perform a task, since you did invoke the Kentucky

Indiana rivalry. I see Coach Calipari behind you, for whom I have 
great respect. But consider this a diplomatic test. [Laughter.] 

Senator YOUNG. I am going to play a very brief audio clip, and 
this audio clip is from December 10, 2011. And I would just like 
to get a response. [Audio presentation.] 

Senator YOUNG. You can respond in writing, if you prefer. 
[Laughter.] 

Senator YOUNG. I suspect I will be hearing from thousands of 
Kentucky residents as well. 

I have nothing else, Mr. Chairman. Thank you for indulging me. 
Ms. CRAFT. Thank you, Senator. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. I believe that is a first. 
Senator Menendez? 
Senator MENENDEZ. Mr. Chairman, I have a procedural com

ment, and that is that the breadth and scope of the nominees and 
the countries and institutions for which they have been nominated 
makes it impossible in 5 minutes to pursue the issues I certainly 
want to. I do not know how others feel. 

So to the extent that there is the opportunity for second round, 
I would urge you. And if not, I am going to be looking for very sub
stantive answers to questions for the record, in order to be able to 
determine to move forward with the nominees. 

The CHAIRMAN. I would be glad to accommodate both. 
Senator MENENDEZ. Thank you. 
Congratulations to all of you. 
Senator Hutchison, it is good to see you again. 
Two quick questions. Do you believe NATO is obsolete? And sec

ondly, do we have an unequivocal commitment to Article 5, in your 
view? 

Senator HUTCHISON. Absolutely. The President has come to see 
that NATO is important. 

Senator MENENDEZ. Which one is absolute? Which one is abso
lute, my first question? 

Senator HUTCHISON. The commitment to Article 5. 
Well, first of all, NATO is not obsolete, and I think the President 

has acknowledged that he, after meeting with many of the De
fense-including General Mattis' appointment to the Department of 
Defense, with Rex Tillerson, the Secretary of State, and with Sec
retary General Stoltenberg, I think the President realized imme
diately that it is an important and successful alliance. 

He has made the commitment, of course, to America's support of 
Article 5, and so has the Vice President, the Secretary of Defense, 
and the Secretary of State. 
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Senator MENENDEZ. Your role in asserting that will be very im
portant, and I appreciate your service. 

Senator HUTCHISON. Absolutely. 
Senator MENENDEZ. Ms. McFarland, judgment in a United States 

Ambassador is incredibly important, so I know that Senator Cardin 
lightly talked with you about your suggestion at one point that 
Putin is the one who really deserves a Nobel Peace Prize. 

But I look at a regime that actually bombs indiscriminately citi
zens in Syria, that obviously either did not have the ability or actu
ally, I believe, had the complicity to allow the Syrians to go ahead 
and continue with their chemical weapons. 

I look at some of your other comments that have been made in 
the past. 

On Islam, terrorism, the people of the Middle East: "Look, 
they're Arabs . They're not going to say to your face something they 
know is going to upset you." 

On waterboarding: "Even if it's torture, it's probably worth 
doing." 

On President Obama: "To me, it's a dereliction of duty. What was 
this president doing? Well, he was playing a lot of golf this sum
mer"-that sounds very familiar to what is going on this summer
"but he clearly was not attending to the defense of the United 
States." 

And I could go on and on. 
When you are, if confirmed, going to a country that is critically 

important in the South China Sea, how we deal with that issue, 
who has questions on human trafficking, who also has a significant 
population that is part of our challenge in the world, can you tell 
me that your judgment is better than the comments that you have 
made in the pai,t? 

Ms. McFARLAND. Thank you very much for that question, Sen
ator Menendez. 

I think it is important, for me, anyway, to think of this as a dif
ferent kind of position. In the past, when I have been a media com
mentator, it was to draw certain points and perhaps points drawn 
very sharply. As an ambassador, if I am confirmed, it is a diplo
matic mission. It is to take direction from the Secretary of State 
and the President, and what their positions are, the United States 
Government positions. 

I would feel that that is the image I want to project. 
As far as representing American values and judgment and the 

whole world of an ambassador in promoting American interests 
and the American way of life and America's core values, those I 
would promote absolutely. 

You know, America is a big tent. We have a big roof. And I would 
welcome all under my roof. 

Senator MENENDEZ. A United States Ambassador must represent 
that entirety. 

Ms. McFARLAND. Absolutely. 
Senator MENENDEZ. Let me ask you, if you were to be confirmed, 

how would you work to ensure that Singapore and the United 
States work productively to address tensions and seek common in
terests in the South China Sea, particularly at a time that Singa-
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pore continues to think about its balance of its interests between 
China and the United States? 

Ms. McFAHLAND. It is a topic that I have actually discussed with 
the Singapore Foreign Minister when he was in Washington, the 
greater topic of not only the U.S.-Singapore security relationship 
but the South China Sea, and what does that represent? 

Singapore has said that on any of these contested islands, these 
militarized, contested islands, that international law should pre
vail. It has also said that it is in a neighborhood where they have 
Lo recognize U1e inl,eresl,s of all of the countries. 

The fact that they have allowed us and, in fact, embraced us, to 
have rotational deployment of our aircraft, our military vessels, in 
the various Singapore naval bases I think is an indication that 
they want to work with us. 

Our sailors train together. They buy their military equipment 
from the United States. And so it is a security relationship that I 
would, if I am confirmed, would want to not only endorse as it is 
now but strengthen it. 

Senator MENENDEZ. My question, maybe unartfully phrased, is 
that, how will you help tilt that balancing that they are doing be
tween China and the United States in our favor? 

Ms. McFARLAND. The Singaporean Government, because we have 
a lot of the shared values, not all share values, but the shared val
ues of a democracy and the rule of law, they have indicated, in 
many ways, that they value our relationship and do not want us 
to leave. 

One of the things that I think is so important, and why I was 
interested in Singapore for myself, as somebody who has spent a 
lot of time studying Asia, is because I look at not just Singapore 
but that entire region as critical to American national security. 
They are the swing states. 

And if Singapore and the others, if they conclude that we are not 
interested in being an Indo-Asia-Pacific power, if America is a Na
tion in decline-as often the Chinese are encouraging them to say, 
we are the rising power, America is a declining power. And so a 
lot of the importance of the mission that I would have, it is not just 
the normal bilateral relationship, but also encouraging them to be
lieve that we are there. We take this region seriously. 

The fact that Singapore is going to be the chairman in 2018 of 
ASEAN, that they want to take ASEAN the direction of cyber tech
nology, cybertheft, cyber defense. That is something that we could 
encourage with them. They have said that, as they are looking for 
a cyber partner, they look to the United States, not others. 

So I think that there are opportunities there to increase that se
curity relationship with them, and I would hope that that would 
be one of my primary missions, is not only the economic interests 
that we have not Singapore but the strategic interests. 

It is the gateway to the South China Sea, which is a military 
trade route as well as an economic trade route, but it is also a secu
rity route. 

Senator MENENDEZ. Mr. Chairman, I do not want my fellow New 
Jerseyans to think I am ignoring them, but since my time has ex
pired, if you do have a second round, I have a series of questions 
for the other candidates. 
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The CHAIRMAN. Absolutely. Thank you, sir. 
Senator Rubio? 
Senator Rumo. Thank you all for being here. 
Ms. Craft, let me begin, as you know, President Trump intends 

to conduct negotiations to modernize NAFTA. What do you see as 
your role in that modernization negotiation? 

Ms. CRAFT. Thank you for your question, Senator Rubio. Twenty
three years ago, when NAFTA was signed, there were so many as
pects of the economy that were not yet conceptuali zed. And not 
being confirmed, I have not had a role in writing any of the poli
cies. 

However, if confirmed, I am looking forward to working closely 
with Ambassador Lighthizer and Secretary of Commerce Ross to 
promote the priorities for the NAFTA negotiations. 

Senator RUBIO. Mr. Johnson, as you know, as I shared with you 
yesterday, because of my lifelong beillg a fan of the Miami Dol
phins, support for your nomination due to yow· relaLiuruihip with 
the New York Jets is painful and difficult, but I am willing to do 
it for the good of the country. 

I will, lwwever, say LhaL I Lhink you and I agree that the country 
would be well-served if a certain Thomas Brady of Massachusetts 
were nominated Ambassador of Brazil. [Laughter.] 

Senator RUBIO. Perhaps that could be arranged before September 
of this year. [Laughter.] 

Mr. JOHNSON. I am glad we got that out. 
Senator RUBIO. I do not know why people are laughing. I am 

very serious about that. [Laughter.] 
Senator RUBIO. I see that Senator Markey is not here to object, 

and Senator Shaheen, so I think we can get this done. 
Now, the U.S.-U.K. relationship, what do you feel-obviously, is 

it very closely link, historic. Ow· secw·iLy, I du nuL know that there 
is a rival to it, in terms of relationship between the United States 
and the United Kingdom. 

What do you see as the most important issue today in our bilat
eral relationship? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Well, if I look at that relationship from a macro 
standpoint, it is preserving and protecting and enhancing that rela
tionship, which has been very valuable to the U.S. for a long time, 
going back to World War II. But actually, going back-it was 
coined World War II by Winston Churchill. But it was a relation
ship that is really going back even further than that. 

It is one based on trust and working together through thick and 
thin for many, many decades. The security relationship is funda
mental to that, and that is based on trust and confidence, and 
sharing information and gathering information, being very innova
tive to the task at hand, which keeps changing. The world is get
ting more complicated with cyber and various types of terrorism 
that are occurring now. So it is challenging us to be innovative and 
creative and working together even stronger. 

So this will continue to be an important relationship, very impor
tant. 

Senator RUBIO. Mr. Eisenberg, as I said, I am proud to have in
troduced you today. We have known each other for a while. I think 
above all else, you can confirm that, unlike New York and New 
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Jersey, it does not snow in Florida in December and January. Just 
a plug. 

But I will say this. I want to ask you this, because this is often 
not pointed out. Italy has the eighth largest economy in the world, 
in essence, a $2 trillion GDP. It is basically the equivalent of the 
Russian economy, which receives an extraordinary amount of at
tention. But also, I think, it is a testament to their capabilities. 

So I would ask if you are prepared to commit to press our Italian 
partners to increase their defense spending as part of their obliga
tions to our treaty alliance through NATO. They certainly have the 
capability to do it. I think among friends and allies, that is a point 
that has been stressed by multiple administrations. There has been 
a lot made of this administration's insistence on that. But you go 
back in the record, you will see multiple President$ have made the 
same request. 

We do not mean this in an adversarial way, obviously, toward 
our partners in Italy, but at $2 trillion, that is a significant econ
omy with the capability to contribute to our mutual defense. 

And so I would just ask for your commitment that we would con
tinue to further what has been not just this administration's posi
tion, but what they agreed to do and what multiple administrations 
before us have asked of our partners as well. 

Mr. EISENBERG. Of course, my answer to that is I will continue 
to strive to have Italy take up a greater portion of the expense for 
defense. 

But I would like to note that, as we speak, Italy is defending the 
Mediterranean that is now experiencing probably the most dra
matic immigration and refugee problem in Europe. They had 
180,000 depart from Libya last year with a significant amount of 
casualties, and are incurring great and unusual expense. 

That number is being exceeded this year. They will probably take 
in over 200,000. And they are retaining, within Italy, in a very hu
mane way, monitoring trafficking, with our help and support, al
most 90 percent of that immigration and refugee problem, while at 
the same time, they maintain 30,000 U.S. troops on five distinct 
military bases. They have the second largest commitment in both 
Iraq and Afghanistan of troops on the ground. 

So in many ways, their efforts and what they have achieved is 
quite meaningful. They have committed as recently as the G-7, 
and I think afterward at a meeting between the Prime Minister 
and the President here, that they would continue to honor their 
agreement to move to the NATO requirement of 2 percent by 2024. 
And they have moved in that direction meaningfully in the last 
year. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, sir. 
Senator Kaine? 
Senator KAINE. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 
Congratulations to each of the witnesses. These are very impor

tant relationships. 
I want to start with Ms. Craft, just quickly. I am going to be with 

some great Kentuckians tomorrow. My wife is from Wise County, 
she and her family on her dad's side, which is right across the bor
der, I think, from Harlan, Letcher County, and Pike County. 
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And tomorrow and over the weekend, there is an amazing event 
that is called the Remote Access Medical Clinic, where people who 
do not have health insurance gather from all over the Southeast of 
the United States to get free treatment from volunteer doctors and 
nurses. It is an amazingly uplifting event because of the hundreds 
of volunteers, many from Kentucky and Virginia and elsewhere. 
And it is an amazingly heartbreaking event. 

Every time I go, and I have been going since 2002 to work the 
registration table, it reminds me of when I was a missionary in 
Honduras, and that was the way that health care was done in that 
country, which is the second poorest country in the Americas. And 
to see it right in my own Commonwealth, it is heartbreaking. 

But the valor of the Kentuckians who participate will be a really 
impressive thing, and I am looking forward to being with them to
morrow. 

Kay Bailey, congratulations. I am so excited you are the nomi
nee. I will be real blunt. My oldest was deployed with the Euro
pean Reassurance Initiative on the border with Russia last year, 
and when he was there doing- an exercise with Lithuania and oth
ers, Russia was engaged in cyberattacking our election, Russia was 
engaged in an amazing effort to cyberattack an election in Monte
negro, and their Plan B was to assassinate the Prime Minister, as
sassinate opposition leaders, all to try to keep Montenegro out of 
NATO. 

Russia is engaged now in activities in Lithuania to destabilize 
NATO exercises that are happening there. 

Watching that going on, and, frankly, I was very, very worried 
in the early days of this administration to hear the President basi
cally suggest that Russia was not doing anything wrong, but also 
to say that NATO was obsolete when the entire 1,200 members of 
my son's battalion were deployed there in harm's way doing work 
that I thought was important. 

Your nomination sends a signal that the NATO relationship is an 
important one. I do not think the administration would have asked 
somebody of your qualification if they did not mean to send a sig
nal that, whatever the earlier statements or thoughts about NATO, 
there is now a commitment. 

And as you shared with me yesterday, if you wondered whether 
there was a commitment to the seriousness of the relationship, you 
would not have accepted the nomination. 

So I am very, very happy to see you before this committee, and 
I am very anxious to get you confirmed as quickly as we can, be
cause I think this is incredibly important. 

To Ms. McFarland, Senator Menendez asked you some questions 
about statements. It is a little bit of a burden being a commenter. 
You comment sharply, and your statements are mostly self-explan
atory. But there was one that I was curious about. 

When there was press around your earlier position on the Na
tional Security Council, one of the things that was often mentioned 
in accounts that I was curious about, because it was never a quote 
from you, so I do not even know if it was accurate, is that you were 
in favor of the Brexit vote. You approved and were happy about the 
outcome of the Brexit vote. 
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I was just curious if that was accurate reporting. And given that 
we have a U.K. Ambassador nominee and will have an EU nominee 
before us soon, I was curious, if that is true, what did you think 
was positive about that vote? 

Ms. McFARLAND. I do not specifically remember saying it in 
those terms, but at the time, I said that-the important thing is 
for the British people to decide what they want to do. I do not 
think it is for anybody to tell them what to do, and was encouraged 
by the fact that the British people, in a very large percentage and 
large numbers, were taking it on their own authority to make a de
cision. 

Senator KAINE. So you did not have a personal opinion yourself 
about whether the removal of the U.K. from the European Union 
was a good thing or a bad thing? 

Ms. McFARLAND. I do remember making the statement that
and, again, I do not want to-I know this is an important issue. 
I do not want to speak off the top of my head. But I did say some
thing along the lines that, if the British do choose to do that on 
their own, that that might present opportunities for them in bilat
eral trade agreements with the United States or other relation
ships. 

Senator KAINE. I do not want to catch you flatfooted on this, ei
ther, so I may ask that in writing--

Ms. McFARLAND. Sure. 
Senator KAINE [continuing]. With a reference, and have you fol-

low up on that. 
Thank you, Mr. Chair. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator. 
Senator Paul? 
Senator PAUL. Congratulations to all of you for your nominations. 

As a proud father of two Kentucky Wildcats, particular congratula
tions to my fellow Kentuckian, Kelly Knight. 

And sometimes when we put things forward, we do not get the 
whole truth. And so we heard a little bit from the Senator from In
diana about a particular game in 2011. [Laughter.] 

Senator PAUL. But I think there was a rematch later in the 
NCAA finals. Do you remember who won the rematch? 

Ms. KNIGHT. Of course. The Kentucky Wildcats. 
Senator PAUL. And then do you remember who were the national 

champions that year? 
Ms. KNIGHT. The Kentucky Wildcats. 
Senator PAUL. The Kentucky Wildcats. Absolutely. But I think 

we have set the record straight there. 
I have a little bit more of a serious sort of point, and then maybe 

we will see if we get a response. 
I think it is important that we remember that the State Depart

ment is not the Pentagon. We have a Pentagon. We have the 
mightiest military in the world. And for most of you, and we may 
exclude NATO to a certain extent, but for most of you, your job is 
with the State Department, not the Pentagon, and there is a dif
ferent role. 

I mean, the Pentagon is to have the mightiest defense and to be 
able to wipe out any enemy that should strike us, to be prepared, 
to try to deter attack, et cetera. 
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But the job of the State Department is different. Your job is one 
of friendship and trade. And you are going to be going to friendly 
countries. Obviously, I jokingly say I do not want war with Canada 
or Italy or England. 

But it is important that your role in the world, as you are out 
there mixing with other Ambassadors in your region of the world, 
your role is to foster peace. I think that is important. 

Ms. McFarland I think was involved with Secretary Weinberger 
and the Weinberger Doctrine, which she knows that l am aware of. 

Part of that was that we only go to war under certain cir
cumstances. It was not that we are ever gleeful for war. It was that 
we restrict and restrain ourselves to only go into war. One of the 
points of the Weinberger Doctrine is we go to war as last resort. 
One was that we go for vital national interests. 

I think sometimes we get sloppy with that, and we just say ev-
1:lJ'ything is in our vital 1lalitmal inten:sts. A.ml that is 1·eally a cun
clu_siun that requires debate and the facts on both sides before we 
go. 

But my hope is always that there is a sufficient voice for war 
being the last resort. I am not saying we never go, but the State 
Department is supposed to be part of that, to a certain extent at 
NATO also. It is about preparedness, but still the goal of NATO is 
defense, not offense. 

I just hope all of you will remember that and realize that really 
part of your role is t o try to preserve peace and keep peace. 

And if you would like to, since I named you, Ms. McFarland, you 
are welcome to respond about the Weinberger Doctrine, your role, 
or what your thoughts are about your role in the world or our role 
in the world. 

Ms. McFARLAND. Thank you very much, Senator Paul. You and 
I have had this conversation a number of times about the Wein
berger Doctrine. 

I was privileged enough to be at the Pentagon in the Reagan ad
ministration and work for Secretary Weinberger and help craft the 
speech that he delivered that was the Weinberger Doctrine. 

There were several points do it. These were guidelines of when 
the United States should consider going to war or using combat 
forces overseas. 

One of the considerations was that we would do so to protect our 
vital national interests, that we would do so with a clear idea of 
what was required, and that we would also have the full support 
of the American people, and, finally, that our objective would be to 
win and to prevail. 

So I know that is something that has guided your own thinking 
on national security issues, and I thank you for the opportunity to 
discuss it, Senator. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, sir. 
Senator Coons? 
Senator COONS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Thank you to all the nominees for your willingness to serve, and 

for the opportunity to be with you here today. 
Senator Hutchison, thanks for the opportunity for a great con

versation yesterday about the importance of NATO and the role to 
which you have been nominated. 
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Let me just ask again here in this setting, how do you intend to 
convince our NATO allies to stay the course with us in Afghani
stan, given how much they have already sacrificed, given how un
certain the path is ahead? I would be interested in how you think, 
together, we will make that argument to our vital NATO allies. 

Senator HUTCHISON. Yes, thank you very much. Thank you for 
meeting with me. 

Senator Coons, Afghanistan is hard. It is hard for America, and 
it is very hard for all of our allies. But we know that Al Qaeda is 
rising up in Afghanistan. We know that that is a common thread. 
It is a common threat to all of us. 

And our allies have never flagged. When we have asked for cer
tain numbers of increased help or capacity, they have stepped up. 
They have stepped up for 15 years in Afghanistan. Our allies have 
been with us side-by-side. 

They are stepping up now in Iraq, because we are regrouping 
and doing more in Iraq. These are very tough duties, but they are 
there. 

And to say, what are you going to do to keep them? I think they 
have been there. I think that they have been with us. And it is our 
common threat. 

Senator COONS. I agree. 
Senator HUTCHISON. Al Qaeda is our common threat. ISIS is our 

common threat. 
So I will appreciate them and continue to encourage all of us to 

stay firm. 
Senator COONS. Thank you. I have two more questions, if I 

might. First to you, Senator. 
How would you also help shape NATO's cyber strategy? We have 

seen cyberattacks in the past on our now-NATO ally, Estonia. 
Many of us are concerned about the cyber actions by Russia in 
American domestic matters, as well as the matters involving our 
key allies. 

Does a cyberattack on a NATO ally trigger Article 5? And if so, 
how should the alliance respond? And how do we strengthen cyber? 

And I have one more question I would like to get to, if I might. 
Senator HUTCHISON. I think we have to see what kind of attack 

we would be addressing before we talk about whether it would in
voke Article 5. However, the Leaders' Meeting in May, as well as 
the previous defense meetings of NATO, have made it more of a 
focus and more of an awareness of the cyberattacks of Russia and 
the interference with many processes and many of our allied coun
tries. 

And I think cyber is going to continue to be more of an emphasis 
of NATO as we go forward, but I think the leaders have already 
staked out that as a new focus. 

Senator COONS. Thank you, Senator. 
If I might, Ms. McFarland, thank you for your service and your 

willingness to step up to this role. I had the chance, the honor, to 
travel with Senator McCain to Singapore, along with Senator Bar
rasso, to the regional security conference, and was struck at how 
broadly our regional allies and partners expressed concern at with
drawal from TPP. 
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How will the Trump administration, how would you, if confirmed 
as Ambassador, undertake economic statecraft'! And given some 
grave concerns, I think, about security issues in the Philippines, 
and elsewhere in the region where ISIS is making some advances, 
how will you work with your counterparts to confront the growing 
threat of terrorism in the region? 

Ms. MCFARLAND. Thank you very much for that question, and 
particularly for your interest in Asia, Southeast Asia. 

The President, first of all, we have a bilateral trade agreement 
with Singapore, as you know. It is the first one we have had with 
any Asian nation, and it has been very successful for the two of us. 

When the administration pulled out of the TPP, I had the oppor
tunity to meet with the Singapore Foreign Minister, not knowing 
that I was eventually going to be sitting before you, hoping to be 
confirmed to be the Ambassador to Singapore. 

And he said, you know, we understand. We have a strong and 
robust economic relationship. We want to continue it. 

What the administration has said is that the U.S.-Singapore 
Free Trade Agreement is one that would be a foundation. It would 
be something that they would use as a temvlate tu have bilateral 
economic relations with other countries. 

And when President Trump withdrew from TPP, he said that he 
felt that the best interests of the United States would be served by 
bilateral trade agreements. I have been out of the administration 
for 2 months, so I am not sure where the issues go, but that would 
be the first. 

And the second one is the security relationship. One of the rea
sons that I was interested in this position, and when it was offered 
to me, was excited about it, is because I, too, had heard in my posi
tion as the Deputy National Security Adviser, I had heard from a 
number of counterparts from other countries, and they all made 
the same point that you are making, that there was concern that 
the United States was lessening its commitment to the region, was 
not as concerned about what was happening in the South China 
Sea, that they saw an increasingly aggressive China building a 
blue water navy and kind of muscling its way across the whole 
Asia-Pacific region. 

So one of the things that I would hope to do with Singapore, and 
then work with the other Ambassadors, if they are confirmed, if we 
are all confirmed, the other Ambassadors in the Southeast Asia re
gion, would be to put this at the forefront. 

The Vice President went to Indonesia, met with the ASEAN. 
President Trump will make a trip to the Far East in a similar ca
pacity. 

So I think part of it is just to show our interests, our commit
ment, and then to keep-let them know that we are not a waning 
power, that the United States is not a declining power, that this 
is not an inevitable thing that is going to happen. We are just as 
committed to the region as we have ever been, and we continue to 
be even more committed to the region. And also that we are a 
power that is not in decline. America's greatest days are ahead of 
it, and we hope that they will be with us. 

Senator COONS. Well, I hope to have the opportunity to work 
with each of you and the countries to which you have been nomi-
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nated, to advance that I think shared and important goal, which 
is to continue to strengthen our alliances, to strengthen our role in 
the world, and to work in a bipartisan way in that. 

And, Mr. Chairman, you have played a critical role in this com
mittee in advancing that vision, so thank you. 

And to your families, thank you for supporting your public serv-
ice. 

Mr. Chairman, thank you. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, sir. 
Senator Barrasso? 
Senator BARRASSO. Very much, Mr. Chairman. 
Ms. Craft, thank you very much for being here. Congratulations 

on your nomination. 
Ms. CRAFT. Thank you. 
Senator BARRASSO. The thing about Canada, it is the second 

largest trading partner of the United States. It is Wyoming's sec
ond largest export market. In 2016, two-way, cross-border goods 
and services traded between the United States and Canada was 
$1. 7 billion. 

So the two nations have a highly integrated energy market. We 
work closely together. Canada is the largest supplier of U.S. energy 
and the largest recipient of U.S. energy exports. 

Can you talk just a little bit, as the Ambassador, about how you 
will promote American exports and work to further expand the 
trade relationship between our two countries? 

Ms. CRAFT. Thank you for your question, Senator. 
If confirmed, I am going to work very closely with Ambassador 

Lighthizer and Secretary of Commer:-ce Ross to promote the prior
ities of the Trump administration's agenda with NAFTA and also 
with the different areas of softwood timber, the dairy industry, the 
poultry industry, and the other industries that would be a benefit 
to the American prosperity and the American people, both small 
businesses and large businesses. 

Senator BARRASSO. The same follow up with you, Mr. Johnson. 
The United States and United Kingdom, an incredibly significant 
trade and investment relationship. U.S. imports from the United 
Kingdom were worth-as well as the other way around. 

Can you talk a little bit about, as the United Kingdom is leaving 
European Union, what opportunities exist? What challenges exist 
for great trade and investment between the two countries? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Thank you very much for that question, Senator. 
If confirmed, I will be working on Brexit and trying to help the 

Congress, the President, and Secretary Tillerson, figure out what 
opportunities and challenges that we can have access to. 

You are right, exactly, the relationship has been robust. It is not 
as big as Canada. I think it is about $200 million in trades and 
services. There are a million jobs on either side of the Atlantic that 
rely on that relationship. And our job is to encourage, as I said in 
my opening testimony. The overall relationship with the U.K. has 
to be enhanced. We want to enhance it and leave it better than we 
found it. A big part of that is trade. I do not know if that is a direct 
answer. 

Senator BARRASSO. Thank you. 
Mr. JOHNSON. Thank you. 
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Senator BARRASSO. Ms. McFarland, I just want to talk about 
kind of the area of the world that you have been nominated to 
serve. I was in Singapore last month with John McCain, who you 
mentioned how he had encouraged you, for your service. 

And we went to Singapore for an international defense con
ference, security conference, following the time that we went to 
Vietnam. So we had just been to Singapore, meeting with the lead
ers there. 

But Singapore really has been, one, a strong partner of the 
United States in trade as well as in security. It is also a major focal 
point in that whole part of the world. 

So can you talk a little bit about how important the U.S. pres
ence is in that region, specifically in Singapore? And as Ambas
sador, how do you plan to further strengthen the cooperation be
tween the United States and Singapore? 

Ms. McFARLAND. Thank you, Senator Barrasso. And thank you, 
too, for your interest in that part of the world. I think you and I 
both agree that it is going to be an extremely important part of 
America's future as well. 

A lot of economic estimates are that 60 percent, even as much 
as 80 percent of the world's economic growth in the next decade are 
going to come from Southeast Asia and that region. 

The United States has 4,200 American companies that are 
headquartered in Singapore. That is up from about 3,700 about 2 
years ago. And Singapore acts as the hub of a lot of the economic 
interests throughout the region. 

So in other words, if there is an American company 
headquartered in Singapore, it will do business in Singapore, but 
it also may do business in other nations in Southeast Asia, Malay
sia, Indonesia, et cetera. 

So given that trend, I think it is an important place for the 
United States to be to advance those commercial interests. As good 
as they are now, they could be a lot better. And it is an area of 
the world that we do not want to forsake, or that we do not want 
to be edged out of as that area of the world increases in its eco
nomic relationship. 

As far as all the other parts, it also remains a hub for security 
relations. If you look at a map, the Strait of Malacca is the gate
way. All trade that is going from Europe, from the Middle East, en
ergy trade, has to go past Singapore on its way to all of Asia. 
American trade going from the West Coast goes in the opposite di
rection through Singapore. 

So it is important for us to have an economic presence there, but 
also have a security presence there. 

Singapore understands its responsibilities. As a small nation
state, it is only 5.5 million people. Its landmass is about four times 
the size of Washington, or for a New Yorker like me, it is like New 
York City without Staten Island. So it is a small place, but it plays 
big. And it plays particularly big in the security relationship. 

Singapore spends close to 4 percent of its GNP on defense. And 
out of every- its entire national budget is spent on a number of 
things, but $1 out of every $3 or $4 is spent on defense. A lot of 
that military equipment that they buy is American military equip-
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ment, which, as you know, Singapore buys planes from your part 
of the world and trains in Wyoming. 

The Singapore military, because it is a small area, they have 
bases elsewhere. They have training facilities in the United States 
and in other parts of the world that they then use that equipment 
as they come home to Singapore. 

So I think it is those things. It is the fact that it may be small, 
it may have a small population, but it is a hub for so many things. 

And it is an important part of the world that we need to be in, 
and particularly, as you mentioned, as other countries look and 
wonder about our commitment, because those are the swing states. 
If we are somehow not present economically, are not present in a 
security sense, that is a part of the world that make its own sepa
rate deal, and it is a part of the world that we may not be heavily 
involved in for hundreds of years. 

Senator BARRASSO. Well, thank you very much. Congratulations 
to each and every one of you. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. 
Senator Markey? 
Senator MARKEY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, very much. 
I have been informed of Senator Rubio's earlier comments, and 

I just want to say that I do not think that is going to be possible 
because co-owner Robert Kraft is a very close friend of Donald 
Trump's, so I do not think there is any chance of Tom Brady leav
ing the country until he has won at least two or three more Super 
Bowl championships. And at that point, it is whatever he wants, 
okay? So that is our approach. 

You understand that, Mr. Johnson, very much, notwithstanding 
the competitive advantage the Jets would receive. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I am open to it. 
Senator MARKEY. Let me ask you, Ms. McFarland, the rigorous 

enforcement of sanctions on North Korea is essential to get North 
Korea to the table for serious negotiations of our denuclearization 
of the peninsula. Singapore has an important role in the effort. 

The United Nations panel of experts set up to monitor North Ko
rean compliance with international sanctions has assessed that 
North Korea continues to evade sanctions through the use of front 
companies, including in Singapore. 

That panel's report linked a Singaporean company to a North 
Korean firm that is involved in the sale of conventional arms. The 
company, Glocom, was identified as a front run by North Korean 
intelligence agencies that sell equipment in violation of U.N. sanc
tions. 

More recently, the research organization NK News published a 
comprehensive report indicating that a Singapore-based company 
named OCN Singapore is involved in importing luxury goods into 
North Korea in defiance of U.N. Security Council sanctions. 

Singapore needs to fully investigate those allegations and ensure 
that North Korea is not using its open financial and trading envi
ronment to evade sanctions. 

If you are confirmed, Ms. McFarland, would you ensure that the 
strongest possible message is sent from the United States to the 
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Singapore Government that we expect full compliance with the 
North Korean sanctions? 

Ms. McFARLAND. Absolutely. As President Trump has said, 
North Korea's nuclear proliferation program is one of the most seri
ous and immediate crises we face. And whether it is the financial 
technology issues, the fintech, or whether it is the counterprolifera
tion transshipment points that Singapore is for goods that might 
be going to North Korea of any type, it is important not only that 
we have these internationa1 agreements, but that we enforce them. 

So you can have complete confidence that, if I am confirmed, I 
will pursue that. Thank you. 

Senator MARKEY. It is hard to get the attention of North Korea, 
if China is not imposing tough sanctions. There has been a 37 per
cent increase in trade between China and North Korea over last 
year. The same thing is true for some of these other countries. 

We just. have to mak.t! tlW't! that. Lht! prnssure ii:; intensified, su 
thaL NurLh Korea dues come to the bargaining table. 

Mr. Johnson, the issue of Northern freland is very important to 
tens of millions of Irish in the United States. Following his nomina
tion by President Clinton, Senator George Mitchell chaired the all
party negotiations that ultimately produced the Good Friday Agree
ment of 1998. It ended years of bloodshed. 

But a crisis in Northern Ireland has prevented the formation of 
a government there since January when Martin McGuinness re
signed as Deputy J<'irst Minister 2 months before he died. 

Since January, Sinn Fein and the Democratic Unionist Party 
have been in difficult talks to form a new government. 

The June election in the U.K. has resulted in Prime Minister 
May's Conservative Party forming a coalition with the Democratic 
Unionist Party. The DUP was the only party in Northern Ireland 
that opposed the Good Friday Agreement, although its founder, Ian 
Paisley, ultimately agreed to a government in which he served as 
First Minister and McGuinness served as Deputy First Minister. 

Prime Minister May's coalition was formed with the DUP, and it 
is particularly troubling because the British Government is the 
guarantor of the Good Friday Agreement and is responsible for me
diating the political crisis in Belfast. 

So all of these factors raise serious concerns, especially since the 
Northern Irish voted overwhelmingly against Brexit, even as there 
is a goal set by Prime Minister May that she wants a hard Brexit, 
which causes real problems, potentially, in Northern Ireland. 

Could you talk a little bit about that issue and how you would 
represent the United States? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Senator, I thank you for that very complicated 
question, because it reflects the complications of what is happening 
in Northern Ireland and its relation to both the U.S. and the U.K. 

The Good Friday agreements, as you pointed out, that were shep
herded by the U.S., by the U.K, and by the Irish themselves led 
to roughly 19 years, so far, of peace, relative peace and tranquility 
from a period that was very turbulent. 

These are complicated issues, particularly now, if you inject 
Brexit into the equation as a factor, as a major factor. You have 
issues, border issues, trade issues, immigration issues. A lot have 
been done, as you commented on, with supporting jobs along the 
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border to harmonize the relationship and to try to have a better 
understanding between secular beliefs that were the cause of some 
of the unrest. 

I pledge to you, because I know tbis is an important issue, that, 
if confirmed, I will spend a lot of time trying to do anything I can 
do to facilitate the establishment of an understanding and try to 
pick up on what you did in 1998 to establish this. Because it is in 
the U.S.'s best interests to have a stable U.K., including Northern 
Ireland. 

Senator MARKEY. So I thank you for 1,hal,. The more attention 
you pay to it, I think, the greater the likelihood that the peace will 
hold. lt is the economic integration largely, the customs integration 
issues, the security issues, that have really helped to integrate 
Northern Ireland into Europe, and with Ireland itself. 

So the more that Brexit kind of starts to fool with that formula 
is the more it could lead to a delay in the full integration, which 
I think ultimately is what the people of Northern Ireland need to 
finally bring permanent peace and tranquility to their country. 

So thank you, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. 
Senator Gardner? 
Senator GARDNER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Thank you to all the nominees for your willingness to serve our 

country. Welcome to your families who are in attendance to today. 
And I just appreciate the fact that you are willing to serve our 
country. I truly do appreciate it. 

I have had the chance to visit with all of you about the work that 
you will be pursuing in the various countries t hat you will be rep
resenting, and the alliance, of course, that is so important and crit
ical to the safety and security of Europe and the United States. I 
look forward to working with you in years to come, upon confirma
tion. 

I do serve as chairman of the East Asia Subcommittee, so, Ms. 
McFarland, I am sorry, I am going to spend most of my time send
ing questions your way. 

We have had a lot of conversations already that even Senator 
Markey most recently brought up about North Korea and actually 
covered one of the companies that I was going to talk about. Recent 
reports are OCN, as Senator Markey mentioned, was found to have 
been doing business with Pyongyang, doing business in Pyongyang 
and North Korea, a luxury goods store. 

As Ambassador, how do you approach that situation? How will 
you approach that situation where you see a report and find out 
some information about a company that is doing business in viola
tion of either a U.N. resolution or a U.S. law like we passed last 
Congress dealing with North Korean sanctions? How do you ap
proach this? How do you work with the Government of Singapore 
or any Nation, for that matter? How do you work within ASEAN 
to spread greater awareness of the need to address these sanctions 
and fully enforce them? And how do you deal with that, within the 
Trump administration? 

Ms. McFARLAND. Thank you, Senator Gardner. And I do, if con
firmed, look forward to a long and fruitful conversation with you 
as the chairman of the East Asia Subcommittee. 
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I think I would start with Embassy Singapore. It has not only 
Foreign Service Otlicers who are economic oflicers as well, but 
there are members of the Commerce Department, special trade rep, 
intelligence community and others. 

The first step would be to find out, okay, what is going on? What 
are these companies? What is their economic tie? And what is, po
tentially, their military tie to North Korea? And working through 
the State Department, as well as those people at Embassy Singa
pore who would be working with their home agencies, some 19, in
cluding even the Agriculture Department has representation in 
Singapore. 

And then it would be to present that issue to the appropriate 
place in the Singapore Government. Singapore wants good rela
tions with us. They have said that time and again. Whether it is 
economic relations, whether it is military relations, whether it is 
political relations, security relations, ·they value our support at the 
United Nations and others. So that is worth something. 

And I think that the ability to go to a friendly country and say 
this is what we have determined, this is what the United Nations 
has determined, with regard to a company of yours. How are we 
going to work together to stop this? 

Singapore has said, Singaporean leaders, the Prime Minister, 
and others have said that they, too, are concerned about the threat 
of North Korea. And as Senator Markey pointed out, the only way 
that North Korea is ever going to get to the point of potentially giv
ing up its nuclear weapons or changing its attitudes is if they feel 
the pressure. 

And where are they getting the pressure? We have had a number 
of sanctions that are against North Korea through the United Na
tions and other international organizations, but there has to be sec
ondary pressure that is brought to bear. And as Secretary Tillerson 
has said, with regard to North Korea specifically, China looks at 
North Korea as a strategic asset. How are we going to change their 
minds to view it as a strategic liability? One of these would be the 
kind of economic pressure. 

But as we are bringing economic pressure to other countries not 
to do business with North Korea, Singapore we hope would work 
with us in that same goal. 

Senator GARDNER. You mentioned talking about presence and 
you talked about the fact that, if we are not present within the re
gion either economically or from a security standpoint, that creates 
a challenge for U.S. leadership. 

We have been working on legislation to try to create a long-term 
Asia strategy. What do you think some of the key points and 
framework should be of a long-term U.S. strategy to build that 
presence in Singapore and Southeast Asia overall? 

Ms. McFARLAND. Yes, and I think that in the conversations I 
have had with you, the direction you are going I think is very much 
in concert with what the administration, what Secretary Tillerson 
and others have said is their goal in the Asian region. 

One place that I think offers an enormous amount of future op
portunity is cyber. Singapore and the United States have both been 
named as the two countries which are the best at and take most 
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seriously the whole cyber issue, whether it is intellectual property 
theft, whether it is cyber defense, whether it is cyber hacking. 

And since Singapore is going to be chairman of ASEAN, the As
sociation of Southeast Asian Nations, in 2018, they have already 
said that they want the cyber issue to be first and foremost, not 
only for Singapore but for the other countries in the region. 

Singapore's goal is to be the first smart nation where they use 
digital technology, where they use logarithms to help various as
pects of their society, civil society. 

So I think that represents the future. And the world is going in 
the cyber direction, the Internet of Things. And if Singapore said 
that they are interested in doing that, we know we have had an 
interest in doing it. 

We know that we are both very vulnerable. We are the most con
nected countries in the world, but that leaves us with great 
vulnerabilities as well. 

So I would think that is a place to look, not only that I would 
be interested in looking at with Singapore but any work that you 
are doing as I proceed with this legislation that you are proposing. 

Senator GARDNER. Thank you. 
Thanks to all of you for your service. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. 
Senator Murphy? 
Senator MURPHY. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 
Thank you to you all for your willingness to serve the country. 
Senator Hutchison, I am sorry that we did not get to serve to-

gether here in the Senate, but I am glad that the siren of public 
service has called you once again. I wanted to ask you a question 
about the role of counterterrorism within the NATO alliance. 

I think there are still some pretty glaring vulnerabilities in Eu
rope, with respect to their ability to share information about ter
rorism threats, both to Europe and to the United States. It is as 
if the United States were trying to thwart terrorist attempts with
out the FBI, with 50 different State law enforcement jurisdictions 
voluntarily cooperating with each other. 

Is this an issue that should be left to the EU to figure out and 
to the EU Ambassador? Or is this a proper subject for our NATO 
Ambassador to engage with countries through that forum, to try to 
improve the ability of European countries to share information, 
perhaps through new mandatory procedures regarding counterter
rorism threats? 

Senator HUTCHISON. Thank you. I think that is a very good ques
tion. 

I definitely think it is in NATO's purview. And I think the Presi
dent, President Trump, brought that up. And NATO has now af
firmed that cyberterrorism is a threat, in many instances. It could 
be in a communications system. It could be in any kind of business 
disruption. And it could be in our military communications or mili
tary activity. 

So I think it is in NATO's interests. They have already agreed 
that it will be one of the focuses and one of the main focuses. 

NATO is somewhat like the United States Senate, or any group 
that has different threats and different constituencies. Some mem
bers of NATO are more concerned about Russian aggression. 0th-
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ers are more concerned about terrorism and counterterrorism, de
pending on where they fall geographically. 

So I think it is very much a common threat, and it should be in 
the purview of NATO. 

Senator MURPHY. I think it is probably in the purview of NATO. 
It is also in the purview of the EU. I think we need to apply as 
much pressure as possible to clean up these vulnerabilities, in part 
because there are vulnerabilities. These are visa waiver countries 
in which these threats can land on our shores without any security 
screens , so I thank you for that. 

Senator HUTCHISON. Your point, also, is very important, that 
NATO and t)le EU are also beginning to do more sharing than they 
have ever done before. 

Senator MURPHY. Mr. Johnson, I know you got a question when 
I was not here earlier on Brexit and the future of Britain's relation
ship with the EU. But I wanted to talk to you about the conversa
tion around a free trade agreement with Ilritain. 

There has been some talk within this administration of engaging 
in talks with Britain, with respect to a free trade agreement. There 
is great worry. I am in the category of those whu wuI"l'y that, if this 
is placed before a bilateral negotiation with the EU on what we call 
T-TIP, that it is going to provide an incentive for other countries 
to exit Europe, because they can get first in line for a trade agree
ment with the United States. 

Do you think that it is appropriate to negotiate a free trade 
agreement with England, with Britain, before we have engaged in 
a trade agreement negotiation with Europe, as a whole? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Thank you for that question. Thank you for that 
question, Senator. 

Yes, Brexit is going to be complicated. It is going to be a com
plicated series of agenda items going forward. And one of them is 
free trade and how that is played, I mean the bilateral trade be
tween the U.S. and that country, and what impact that has, posi
tive or negative. So I think that has to be factored in. 

I suspect that we are going to have to wait until this process 
unfolds a little more, so we figure out what the pieces are. 

And as Ambassador, if confirmed, I would be talking to the polit
ical and business leaders, and opinion leaders, in the country to fig
ure out what vulnerabilities and what opportunities there are for 
American businesses and Americans. 

And you point out, there is every one of these factors, whether 
it is negotiating a bilateral agreement or even looking at cybersecu
rity, like you were just talking about. Everything is impacted by 
Brexit and our ability to kind of predict and project what is in our 
best interests as this unfolds. 

Senator MURPHY. I do not expect you to be able to answer the 
precise question, but I would just caution you on this issue. It is 
one thing for our President to cheerlead Brexit. It is quite another 
to reward with them with a free trade agreement that will be fod
der for many of the groups that are pushing for other countries to 
leave the EU as well. So I appreciate you giving more thought to 
that issue. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Thank you, sir. 
Senator MURPHY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. 
I see the making of a diplomat there. 
Senator Menendez? 
Senator MENENDEZ. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
I have been asking this question of all of our nominees when 

they go to a specific country, so it is not personal, but it is just a 
continuing effort. 

Ms. McFarland, do you speak Mandarin, Tamil, or Malay? 
Ms. McFARLAND. No. My undergraduate degree was in Chinese 

studies, and I did study Chinese intensively for those years. My 
graduate work at MIT was on the Sino-Soviet military balance and 
the Sino-Soviet military conflict of 1969. The dissertation, sadly, I 
did not have an opportunity to finish. 

My Mandarin is very, very, very rusty. And one of the first 
things I would do is look forward to trying to see if I could remem
ber back 40 years and try to refresh that. Thank you. 

Senator MENENDEZ. Mr. Eisenberg, you speak Italian? 
Mr. EISENBERG. [Speaking in Italian.] 
If you will allow me, Senator, since you have asked the question, 

I was remiss in the opening, gratified by the introduction of Sen
ator Rubio, since my wife and I have now been residents of Florida 
for almost a decade, but very remiss, I might say, in not addressing 
the fact that nine of my 16 immediate family are sitting directly 
behind me, who are residents of the Garden State. 

Senator MENENDEZ. Oh, I am familiar with that. [Laughter.] 
Mr. EISENBERG. I know that you are, but if you would just allow 

me, my wife, Judy, we just celebrated our 52nd anniversary, so for 
personal reasons, I would like to introduce my wife. My oldest 
daughter, Lisa Goodwyn, and my daughter, Laura Balestro, are 
here. Their husbands, Rick Goodwin, it is actually Laura Barr and 
Dr. Kyle Barr. And unfortunately, my daughter, Stacy Lyle and 
Paul Lyle, could not be here, but have three children who also will 
be voters in the State of New Jersey. [Laughter.] 

Mr. EISENBERG. So I would just be remiss if I did recategorize 
a little bit my origin, so thank you for that extra moment. 

We will continue to take Italian lessons, so that I can speak more 
than that opening phrase. 

Senator MENENDEZ. Well, we should have made you the nominee 
to the Holy See, based upon that large, expansive family. [Laugh
ter.] 

Senator MENENDEZ. But I do not believe that not having a lan
guage ability is disqualifying. And I did not ask you my second 
question, because you all said it in your testimony, about whether 
or not you visited the country. 

Unfortunately, some of my colleagues in the past have held 
against Democratic nominees whether they did not speak the lan
guage or did not visit the country. 

So I am going to create a continuing record, so that we hopefully 
have equity at the end of the day, regardless of who the nominee 
is. 

Senator CARDIN. Aren't you going to ask Mr. Johnson if you can 
speak the British English? [Laughter.] 

Senator MENENDEZ. We have been working with each other on 
our Gaelic. 



464 

So let me ask you all, . with j ust a simple yes or no answer, do 
you believe that Hussia sought to intertere in our presidential elec
tions last year? 

Ms. McFARLAND. Yes. 
Mr. EISENBERG. I do not know the answer to that, but I think 

there is enough investigation and discussion going on, so I would 
like to reserve judgment for the moment. 

Senator MENENDEZ. With 17 intelligence agencies, you still do 
not have a view. 

Mr. EISENBERG. I think it is likely, but I do believe there are in
vestigations that are going on to corroborate it as fact. 

Senator MENENDEZ. Mr. Johnson? 
Mr. JOHNSON. I have not studied the evidence on the inside, so 

I can just go by what I read, and it looks like, you know, it could 
have happened, maybe it did happen. But until I, really, if I went
if I did a complete analysis with all the information, I would be 
able to give you a much better judgment. 

Senator MENENDEZ. Ms. Craft? 
Ms. CRAFT. Thank you. I believe, just from reading the material 

that everyone has had the opportunity to read, that it looks as if, 
yes. I would have to investigate this further and learn more points, 
but I do believe, yes. 

Senator MENENDEZ. Senator Hutchison? 
Senator HUTCHISON. I think, from what our intelligence commu

nity has said and what has been in the newspapers and other 
media, that there is a good likelihood yes. I also think it is impor
tant that we know the extent and how it was done, and that is 
what the investigations are meant to do. 

Senator MENENDEZ. And the reason I asked the question, it may 
seem unrelated to your nominations, but the fact is that the Senate 
passed 98-2 sanctions-it is very rare these days we get 98-2 
votes--on Russia for, among other things, interfering in our elec
tions. 

And when I heard your answer, Senator Hutchison, to Senator 
Murphy about cyberattacks and NATO, and how you described the 
different elements of what a cyberattack would be, we need to have 
our Ambassadors abroad making clear, unequivocal advocacy in the 
countries in which they are assigned join us in our multilateral 
sanctions effort, whether it be Iran, which is also part of that legis
lation, or whether it be Russia. 

So I am a little worried that, with all of the public knowledge
I am not saying that they affected the election. The mere fact that 
they tried to affect the election should be of great concern from the 
average citizen to the President of the United States. We need our 
Ambassadors to be advocating that point of view as it relates to 
sanctions when this finally passes the House and is signed by the 
President, and I hope we can count on you to do that. 

In that regard, Mr. Eisenberg, in reference to that legislation, 
one of the concerns that I have is to Italy. While Italy has complied 
with sanctions, it has relatively close relations with Russia and has 
indicated interest in doing more business with Iran. 

As my colleagues have noted, we expect this legislation soon to 
pass the House. 
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How will you engage with the Italians on maintaining economic 
pressure, both on Russia and Iran? 

Mr. ElSKNHKKU. If confirmed, Senator, I would intend to become 
more decisively involved in that discussion. 

But I would note that Italy is 80 percent reliant on its energy 
resources from Russia and Libya, but they have continued to main
tain their substantial support on the sanctions. And I have no rea
son to expect that I would not continue to encourage and try to 
help them to live up to that. 

Senator MENENDEZ. I appreciate their energy challenges, and 
you are right. But as a NATO ally, and dependent upon the United 
States as a major element of that, we need them, as well as other 
European countries that some of you will be nominated to-I do not 
have any doubt about Great Britain-but nonetheless, to be en
gaged in making sure that-because the European Union is by 
unanimity, one country breaking away breaks the sanctions re
gime. And if our multilateral sanctions regime is broken, then we 
have a real challenge in returning to the international order. 

So I commend that to part of your commitment to your work. 
And if I may take one last moment, Mr. Chairman, to Mr. John

son, I appreciate the answer you gave on peace and justice in 
Northern Ireland, something that we spoke about when you came 
to visit me, and I am glad you came to visit me. 

Let me ask you this. The other problem with Great Britain right 
now is it is a critical security ally of ours. Sharing intelligence is 
critical to the national interests and security of the United States. 
We had some irritants between what happened at the Ariana 
Grande concert with leaks. We had comments made about the 
mayor of London. 

Will you work as our Ambassador to assure the United Kingdom 
that our commitment to security and our confidentiality in terms 
of the sharing of intelligence is going to be preserved? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Thank you, Senator. I certainly will. 
Senator MENENDEZ. I have questions about Canada that I will 

submit to the record and look for a response. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you so much. 
Senator Cardin? 
Senator CARDIN. Mr. Eisenberg, I want to follow up on Senator 

Menendez's point, because your response in regard to Russia's in
terference in our elections, I fully appreciate the fact that you have 
not studied the issue, but there has been widespread reporting on 
it, and this Congress feels very strongly that Russia represents an 
extreme danger against America. 

That is the reason we are going to pass and enact the stronger 
sanctions taking away some of the discretion of the President as it 
relates to imposition of sanctions against Russia. 

Italy is a country that does business with Russia. Of the coun
tries that we have Ambassadors, that is the only one of the four 
that currently does business with Russia. It is very possible they 
are going to be impacted by the sanctions. 

We have to work very closely with our European partners for 
sanctions to work against Russia. Europe is more vulnerable than 
we are to the activities that Russia is doing, so it is in their inter-
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ests that we have strong unity between the United States and Eu
rope in enforcing sanctions against Russia. 

But there will be business interests, and perhaps some govern
mental interests, in Italy that will resist some aspects of this, say
ing, "Gee, can't we at least get a pass, so that we can continue to 
do this?" And that weakens the whole fiber, the whole fabric of our 
sanctions regime. And we are going to need a very strong voice in 
Italy working with the EU and the United States to have a very 
united, strong position against Russia that, if they continue to 
interfere in our countries, they are going to pay a heavy economic 
price. 

Are you prepared to be that person? 
Mr. EISENBERG. If confirmed, I think I can deliver that message 

and execute on that message. 
Senator CARDIN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. I want to thank you all for, again, 

your willingness to serve. 
I do want to reiterate, especially in Italy, U.K., and at NATO, 
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to democracy. And I think it is rare that the United States Senate 
has acted in the way that it has, regardless of what people may or 
may not think happened during the election, and I do think they 
did attempt to interfere, there is no question their goal is to desta
bilize democracies. I know that each of you will be strong advocates 
for that not occurring. 

I want to say, in particular, to Italy, I know that you will not 
be the Ambassador to the Vatican, but on my recent visit there, I 
was struck by the public relations campaign Russia had done to 
hold itself up as the protector of Christians, and the fact that the 
Pope and others seemed to be open to that. 

So I think there is a lot of work that we have to do there, and 
that mostly is in relation to what is happening in Syria. 

Then finally, I would just say that, in addition to passing a bill 
98-2, this committee unanimously reported, and the Senate has 
adopted a major effort to end modern slavery around the world. In 
all the countries that you are going to, slavery exists. It exists in 
our own country. I know that each of you will have questions about 
trafficking, and that kind of thing. But we do hope that you will 
be advocates on that human value. 

The record will remain open until the close of business on Friday. 
I know a number of you have family issues, and you need to get 

to countries before school starts and that kind of thing. It is an 
usual time here in the Senate, but one of the things that can speed 
it along is, when you do get the questions, to the extent you can, 
pay personal attention and answer them fully. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you all for your desire to serve. 
The meeting is adjourned. 
[Whereupon, at 11:54 a.m., the hearing was adjourned.] 
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Additional Material Submitted for the Record 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO HON. KAY BAILEY HUTCHINSON BY SENATOR MARco RUBIO 

Question 1. NATO estimates that only four other countries last year met the 
NATO guideline of spending 2 percent of GDP on defense. I know that some coun
t:!'ies have now ,·cached tllBt mru·k o,· ru:e on pace to do so in the near fut u1·e, like 
Lithuania and Latvia. Still, there are too many in the Alliance that aren't reacting 
quickly enough to the new reality of consi.stent and destabili.zing Russian aggres
sion. Do you intend to press our NATO allies to hit NATO's 2 percent gu.id.eline? 
As defense spending increa·ses in NATO countries, where should NATO look to add 
capability? 

Answer. As President Trump has made clear, i t is no longer politically sustainable 
for the United States to maintain a disproportionate share of NATO's defense ex
penditures. If confirmed, I will continue to press Allies to increase their defense 
spending to meet the Wales pledge, in which Allies agreed to aim to move toward 
two percent of GDP on defense spending by 2024, with twenty percent of total de
fense expenditures on defense modernization. This issue goes beyond equitable bur
den sharing; it reflects what Allies need to do for themselves to meet the changed 
security environment. 

Five Allies-Estonia, Greece, Poland, the United Kingdom and the United 
States-already meet the two percent goal. We expect Romania to reach two percent 
this year, and Latvia and Lithuania should reach that goal in 2018. Thirteen Allies 
spend at least 20 percent of their defense budgets on major equipment. Three Al
lies-Poland, the United Kingdom, and the United States-currently meet both the 
two percent and the twenty percent goals, and Romania should reach both targets 
this year. 

At the May NATO Leaders Meeting, Allies agreed to develop national plans to put 
them on a path towards achieving these goals. I will continue to work witn Allies 
through NATO structures and bilaterally to ensure that they meet their commit
ments. 

As the President has said, NATO must adapt to the challenges of the future. This 
includes acquiring the capabilities necessary to focus on today's most pressing secu
rity challenges, including the fight against terrorism. 

In June, Allies agreed to new capability targets-specific areas where the Alliance 
plans to improve in order to meet collective defense requirements in the face of ex
isting and evolving threats. It is important for Allies to invest more on defense, with 
an eye towards meeting capability targets and modernizing in a way that avoids du
plicatjon, in order to fu lfill capability shortfalls. 

NATO's Secretary General announced prior to the June 2017 Defense Ministerial 
that defense spending increases will be spent in such areas as heayY equipment, air
to-air re.fueling, more exerdses, salaries, and missions in Afghanistan and Kosovo. 

Question 2. NATO added its 29th member this year, Montenewo which was the 
first expansion since 2009. AB Russian aggression continues, particularly in. Eastern 
Eurnpa, do you believe we should continue expanding NATO in the region? Should 
NATO invite Moldova to the Alliance? Georgia? Ukraine? 

Answer. Montenegro's accession d.emonstrates to NATO's other aspirants and the 
btoader international community that NATO's commitment to its Open Door Policy 
is enduring and that ,no third country has a veto on NATO membership. 

The Open Door Policy is a Founding Principle of the Waabing'ton Treaty and one 
of tl1e Alliance's great successes. NATO's door is open to all European demoCl'acies 
which share the values of our Alliance, which are willing and able to assume the 
responaibiltties and obligations of membership, which are in a position to further 
the principles of the Treaty, and whose inclusion can contri bute t.o the security of 
the North Atlantic Area. Decisions on enlargement are for NATO and the nation 
in question; no other outs1de country, such as Russia, has a voice in the process. 
At the Warsaw Summit NATO Alli.es said that they remain ful ly committed to the 
'integration of those countries that aspire to join the All iance, judging each on ·its 
own merits. The current aspirants are Bosnia and Herzegovina, Georgia, and Mac
edonia. That continues to be the right approach, and if confirmed, I will work to 
assist these countries in making progress. The enlargement process has and will 
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continue to serve as a particularly effective vehicle for promoting democratic values, 
reform~ ~nd rcllpcct for the rulo of law within the Euro-Atlanti.c re!Pon. 

The Membership Action Plan (MAP) is a NATO program of advice, assistance and 
practica·1 sup{)Ort tailored to the individual needs of countrie1,1 wishing to join the Al
liance. Participation in the MAP program does not prajudge any decision by the Alli
a:.nce on future membership. The MAP process provides a focused and candid feed
back mechanism on as pirant countries' progress on their programs. This includes 
both political an.d technical advice, as well as annual meetings between all NATO 
memoers and ·individual aspirant.s at the level of the North Atlantic Council to as
sess progress, on the basis of an annual progress report. Moldova, Georgia, and 
Ulmrine do not pnrticipatc in the MAP progr-lllll. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO HON. KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON BY SENATOR BENJAMIN L. CARDIN 

Question J, What are the most important actions you have taken in your career 
to aate to promote human rights and democracy? What has been the impact of your 
actions? 

Answer. I believe the pillars of freedom , human right<S and democracy, are the 
crucial values on which America stands and out' global leadership must project. 

As a founding honorary co-chair of Vital Voi.ces, an organization that promotes 
wo01en's e~ality, I have championed tbe women who have stood up for human 
rights and uignity th::oug'hout the world. 

1 serve on the board of the International Republican Institute (IRI), part of the 
National Endowment for Democracy~ that with its democratic counterpart promotes 
democr,atic institutions i.n emerging aemocracies. 
Mission Statement 

A nonprofit, nonpartisan organization, the International fuipnhli('.nn Tm1t.i 
tute advances freedom and democracy worldwide by helping political par
ties to become more issue-based and responsive, assisting citizens to partici
pate in government planning, and workin~ to inc_tease the role of 
marginalized groups in the polltical process- mcluding women and youth. 

Question 2. What are the most pressing human rights concerns facing NATO 
today? What are the most important steps you expect to take--if confirmed-to ad
vance human rights and democracy at NATO and with its member countries? What 
do you hope to accomplish through these actions? 

Answer. NATO's Open Door and its enlargement process encoura~e and support 
democratic reforms and the establishment of civilian and democratic control over 
military forces. Countries seeking NATO member:ship must, among other ·things, 
demonstnte that they have a functioning democratic political system. Critical ele
ments of a functionini; democratic system include free and fair elections, rule of law 
an·d an independent Judiciary

1 
and respect for human rights. These requirements 

P;rovide as!?iring countries a o!ue_print to set up democracies that ~rotect human 
r1l{hts. I ,viii promote these principles for ouT present and futu.re allies. These are 
principles we also promote with our over 40 partners even those not see.king to join 
the alliance. 

With -regard to NATO-led operations, NATO remains vigilant about maintaining 
the highest standards of humao rights in .its military operations and activities. 

Over the past several years, NATO has worked closely with the UN to develop 
a policy on Women1 Peace and Security (WPS), Children aod Armed CoLill.icL (CAA.C) 
and Protection of Civilians (PoC). I will work with Allies to ensure the continued 
implementation of these policies not onlr, in NATO-led operations and activities in 
the field, but also throughout the NA'l O Command Structure and NATO Head
quarters. 

Que.~ti-011 3. If confirmed what are the potential obstacles to addressing the spe
cific human rights i99ues you have identified in your previous response? What chal
lenges will you face ,at NATO i·n advancing human rights, civil society and democ
racy in general? 

Answer. Within NATO, the biggest challenge is the lack of resources for these ini
tiatives. Most of the resources for these projects are provided by nations through 
trust funds and voluntary contributions of personnel. Another challenge is to con
timm to encourage aspirants to meet NATO standards for democratic governance. 
Each aspirant is un.ique and judged i..n.dividually on its merits. We are unwavering 
in our commitment that any Euro-Atlantic country that wishes to join the Alliance 
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must meet the requirements to do so. If confirmed, I wi ll continue the wurk that 
we do bilaterally and through NATO structures, to assist them in their reform ef
forts to meet NATO standards. 

Like aspirants, all NATO partners are unique. The challenge will be ensuring 
that part;nera maintain the same high democratic standards, especially when par
ticipating in NATO-led operations. I will .continue to work through NATO structures 
and hilaterally to ensure that in executing operations and desi,gtting partnershi.p 
agreements we continue to encourage partners to maintain NATO standards and 
values. 

Question 4. Do you commit to bring to the committ.ee's attent ion (and the State 
Department Inepector General) any change in rolicy or U.S. actions that you SUB· 
pect may be influenced by any of the Presidents business or financial interests, or 
the business or financial'interests of any senio.r White House stafl'l 

Answer. I commit to comply with all relevant federal ethics laws, regulations, and 
rules, and to raise concerns that I may have through appropriate channels. 

Question. 5. Do you commit to inform the committee if you have any reason to sus
pect that a foreign government, head of state, or foreign-controlled entity is taking 
any action in order to benefit any of the Presidenfs business or finao.cial interests, 
or the interests of senior White House staff? 

Answer. I commit to comply with all relevant federal ethics laws, regulations, and 
rules, and to raise concema that I may have through appropriate channels. 

Question 6. Research from private industry demonstrates that1 when managed 
well, diversity makes business teams better both in tenns of creativity and produc
tivity. What wil1 you do to promote; mentor and support your staff that come from 
diverse backgrounds and underrepresented groups? 

Answer. If confirmed, my primary job as Ambassador is to lead the men and 
women at USNATO. Mi success rests on all of them. As their leader, I will skrive 
to make sure they are empowered to advance U.S. national inte.rests at NATO; and 
that they have the political and other support they require to effective.ly ana effi
ciently do their jobs. I am conscious that my leadership legacy at USNATO is about 
more than securing policy successes. It is also about building the mi.ssion as an in
stitution and developing the people who work there. I take this very seriously. If 
confi.nned, J will fully supJ)ort t.he Department's mentoring programs, and along 
with my Deputy Chief of Mission, ensure staff are provided with the professional 
development opportunities they require to build their capacity to serve at USNATO 
and at higher levels in other assignments. I am also cognizant of the importnnce 
of ensuring my team contains a diverse group of individuals from different back
grounds. I will expect my Department of State a.nd Department of Defense employ
ees, especiafly my senior managers, to demonstrate the same cogni:umce as we re
cruit employees, build ·internal teams or workin!f groups, and set mission strategy. 
Finally, J' understand the importance of mentonng, especially mentoring new em
ployees or employees early in their careers from all backgrounds. 

Question 7. What more is needed to build defense capacities within Ukraine, 
Moldova and Georgia? 

Answer. Russian aggression along portions of its periphery has affected or has the 
potentiiil to directly affect these states. We recognize the need to increase these 
states' cap,acity to provide for their own defense, improve interoperability with 
NATO and othe.r Western forces, and impleme.nt deep and sustainable defense re
forms, which will contribute to collective security and stability along NATO's east
ern flank. 

In response to Russian aggression, the United ·States has committed more I.ban 
$600 million in security assistance and has provided training and equipment to help 
Ukraine defend its sovereignty and territorial integrity, better monitor 9.11d secure 
its borders, and deploy its forces more safely and effectively. Wol'king with 
Ukraine's Armed Forces, we have also established a MultinationaJ Joint Commis
sion and training group to coordinate international efforts to help build Ukraine's 
defense capacity and deter further Russian aggression. NATO as.sistance to Ukraine 
was formalized in a Comprehensive Assistance Package (CAP) adopted at the July 
2016 NATO Warsaw Summit. The more than 40 targeted support measures in the 
CAP focus on assisting Ukraine's ongoing defense reforms, which aim to bring 
Ukraine up to NATO standards, including civilian control of the military, by 2020. 

Efforts in Geot'gia seek to stre_nfhen its. defense readi_nes~, s_uppo~ expeditionary 
deployment&, and support Georgia s sovere1,pity and temtor1al mtegnty through the 
GeorgiaDefense Readiness Program. Georgia received a si{lnificant increase in secu
rity as,s.istance to total more ihan $30 million in FY 2016. NATO Allies, including 
the United States, also are supporting Georgia's defense instituti.ons through the 
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Substantial NATO-Georgia Package, which provides resources and advisors help to 
prepare Georgia for eventual NATO membership. 

NATO Allies support Moldova through a Defense and Related Security Capacity 
Building program aimed at reforming the country's defense and security sector. Al
lies also support the wider democratic institutional and judicial reform process un
derway in the country. U.S. security assistance to Moldova totaled $12. 75 million 
in FY 2016 and focused on defense reform, strengthening internal defense capabili
ties, and ensuring interoperability with regional partners, including NATO. 

Question 8. What opportunities do you see to better support democratic govern
ance and institutional reforms in countries vulnerable to Russian aggression? 

Answer. Transparent and accountable defense institutions under democratic con
trol are fundamental to stability in the Euro-Atlantic area and beyond, and are es
sential for international security cooperation. Within the framework of its Building 
Integrity Program, NATO works to support Allies and partner countries to promote 
and implement the principles of integrity, transparency and accountability in ac
cordance with international norms and practices. 

Because no single model will work for all countries, there is a wide range of sup
port NATO and the U.S. Government can bring. NATO support to vulnerable coun
tries such as Ukraine and Georgia can help bolster democratic governance and fur
ther institutional reforms. The United States and Allies help train the militaries 
and advise governments on necessary military reforms, such as civilian control of 
the military and in promoting anti-corruption efforts, offering our own programs as 
w,=.ll ~1:. 1:.uppnrt:ing RnrnpPan p.ypp.rf:i;:: -in t.h,=.lr urnrlc. ~nrrnpt:inn ii::. ~ 'k-Py lt:1uPr nf -in-

fluence for Russia, and eliminating it is essential to building resilience. 

RESPONSES TO AN ADDITIONAL QUESTION FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO HON. KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON BY SENATOR CORY BOOKER 

Question 1. If confirmed as NATO ambassador, you would be entrusted with safe
guarding relationships with our most trusted allies and partners and, if President 
Trump's latest meeting with NATO is any indication, addressing the statements of 
the President while not further fracturing alliances with our allies. 

Nicholas Burns, who served as ambassador to NATO under President George W. 
Bush, stated "I do think Trump's visit to NATO was the least effective of any Amer
ican president since 1949," following President Trump's attendance at the NATO 
summit earlier this summer. The President did not reaffirm Article 5 even after 
NATO states came to America's aid after 9/11-the only time in the alliance's his
tory that it has invoked Article 5. About a third of the NATO soldiers killed in Af
ghanistan have come from countries other than the United States. 

• Do you believe that the United States should abide by our Article 5 commitment 
and how will you reassure our allies that we stand shoulder to shoulder with 
them? 

Answer. I fully agree with the public statements made by President Trump, Vice 
President Pence, Secretary Tillerson, and Secretary Mattis, that the United States 
is fully committed to Article 5. Collective defense in accordance with Article 5 is a 
bedrock principle of NATO and underpins the transatlantic relationship. 

The United States' commitment to Article 5 is ironclad and the United States 
backs up this commitment with action. The United States leads a rotational multi
national battle group in Poland as part of NATO's enhanced Forward Presence. In 
addition, the United States supports deterrence and defense activities in Europe 
through the European Readiness Initiative {ERi). This administration's Fiscal Year 
2018 Budget request included $4.8 bi.llion-a $1.4 billion increase from last year-
to fund ERi. I appreciate Congress' steadfast support for this initiative. 

I welcome recent resolutions passed by the House and Senate reaffirming the U.S. 
commitment to Article 5. 

We recall with gratitude that the only invocation of Article 5 in NATO's 68 years 
happened in the wake of the September 11, 2001, attacks. 
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RESPONSE TO AN ADDITIONAL QUESTION FOR THE RECORD 
SUBMITTED TO KELLY CRAFT BY SENATOR MARCO RUBIO 

On NATO and ISIS 
Question 1. While Canada has a contingent of 800 troops to fight ISIS, it recently 

discontinued flying counterterrorism sorties in Syria due to security concerns. In 
2016, NATO e,stimates that Canada only spent less than 1 percent of its GDP on 
defense. Are Canada's contri.butions to NATO operations and the coaliti.on against 
ISIS enough? Do you commit to press the Canadian Government to increase its con
tributions to NATO and the anti-ISIS coalition? 

Answer. Canada continues to play a central and critical role in U.S. counterter
rorism operations worldwide, including in Afghanistan and Iraq, where Canada has 
troops deployed on the ground. In support of D-JSJS operations in Iraq, Canadian 
forces are training, assisting, and advising Iraqi forces together with U.S. and Coali
tion personne.l, including throughout the recent nine-month operation to liberate 
Mosul. 

The United States has made clear to NATO allies, i.ncluding Qanada, our expecta
tion that they live up to their Wales commitments to allot 2 percent of GDP tQ de
fense. We have raised this repeatedly with Canada and I will continue to do so if 
confirmed. Canada recently released the results of a comprehensive defense policy 
review, which includes many welcome elements which will reform and strengthen 
Canadian military capabilities. We will continue to urge fulfillment of these commit
ments and greater burden sharing from NATO allies. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD 
SUBMITTED TO KELLY CRAFT BY SENATOR BENJAMIN L. CARDIN 

Question 1. What are the most important actions you have taken in your career 
to date to promote human rights and democracy? What has been the impact of your 
actions? 

Answer. One of the most important ways to promote democracy is to be an active 
participant in our great American experiment. Throughout my life, starting with my 
father (a life-long Democrat), I have learned the importance of participating in elec
tions by supporting candidates in whom you believe, volunteering on campaigns in 
your own .community, and speaking up against inequities regardless of political re
percussions. With regard to human rights issues, I previously had the privilege to 
serve our country as an alternate delegate to the United Nations, an international 
organization whose mission, in great part, is to advance the rights of all people 
around the world. 

If confirmed, I look forward to building on these past experiences and working 
with President Trump, Congress and other key stakeholders to advance human 
rights and democracy. In particular, I anticipate dedicating my time and energy to 
the issue of human trafficking-a matter on which Chairman Bob Corker, Ranking 
Member Ben Ca.rdin, Senator Robert Menendez and their colleagues have shown 
greater leadership in recent years. As part of this effort, l will work diligently on 
the State Department's recommendation for Canada to: ~increase. specialized serv
ices and shelte1· available to all trafficking victims .... " as well as pay special atten
tion to interagency and bilateral efforts that can improve data coTiecti.on and coordi
nation on anti-trafficking efforts here in North America and in multi-lateral fora in 
which Canada and the United States collaborate. 

Question 2. Are you committed to meeting with human rights, civil society and 
other 11,on-governmeotal organizations in the U.S. and with local human rights 
NGOs from Canada? 

Answer. Yes. Canada and the United States have a long and proud history of 
jointly advancing the cause of human rights both at home and abroad. I look for
ward to working with my Canadian counterparts to continue to promote our com
mon values. 

Question 3. Will you engage with Canadian Government officials on matters of 
human rights, civil rights and governance as part of your bilateral mission? 

Answer. Yes. I look forward to working with my counterparts to promote the 
cause of human rights, civiJ rights, and governance worldwide. 

Question 4. Do you commit to bring to the committee's attention (and the State 
Department Inspector General) any change in policy or U.S. actions that you sus-
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pect may be influenced by any of the President's business or financial interests, or 
the business or finunciul interests of uny senior White House staff? 

Answer. I col!lmit to comply with all relevant federal ethic~ laws, regulations, and 
rules, and to rau;e con.cerns that I may have through appropnate channels. 

Question. 5. Do you commit to inform the committee ff you have any reason to sus· 
pect that a foreign government, head of state, or foreign-controlled entity is taking 
any action in order to benefit any of the President's business or financial interests, 
or the interests of senior White House staff? 

Answer. I commit to comply with all relevant federal ethics laws, regulations, and 
rule1:1, and to rui11e conc1;1rni; LhaL I may have th.rough appropriate channels. 

Questinn 6. Do you or do any members of your immediate family have any finan
cial interests in Canada? 

Answer. To my knowledge, n.either I nor any of my immediate family members 
have any direct financlal interests in Canada. If confirmed to serve as U.S. Ambas· 
sador to Canada, I will commit to the highest standards of ethical conduct for gov· 
ernment officials and honor my ethical obligations under appli.cable federal law, reg· 
ulations and rulei,. Additionally, ff confirmed, T will adhere to all of the commit
ments set forth in my pre-clearance ethics agreement with the U.S. Department of 
State and raise any pertinent conflict of interest or ethical concerns that I may have 
through appropriate channels. 

Question. 7. Research from private ·industry demonstrates that, when managed 
well , diversity makes business teams better both in terms of creativity and in terms 
uf 1.u·uuu.1:LiviLy. WhaL will you Ju Lu 1,1nm1u~, rminl..or and 11upport your 1:1taf'f i;hat 
come from diverse backgrounds and underrepresented groups in the Foreign Serv· 
ice? 

Answer. Yes. I share the view that a diverse workforce is key to ensuring a pro· 
ductive an_d creative team. I. will _endeavor to reflect the diversity of our great nation 
by promoting the value of d1vers1ty as Ambassador to Canada through. our Embassy 
and our activities. 

Question. 8. What steps will you take to ensure each of the supervisors at the Em
bassy are fostering an environment that's diverse and inclusive? 

Answer. I will lead hy ex.ample by fostering a culture of acceptance and inclusivity 
througnout Mission Canada. To achieve a diverse workforce, I will : 

• Work to implement appropriate procedures for support and mentoring of staff; 
• Fully comply with federal non-discrimination laws and regulations in our Em

bassy and consulates; and 
• Clearly communicate the importance of complying with established protocols 

and procedures. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD 
SUBMITTED TO KELLY CRAFT BY SENATOR ROBERT MENENDEZ 

Question. 1. Until recently, Canadian courts have applied a utility requirement-
referred to as the '~romiB~ doetryne"-;--when assessing biopharmaceutical patents. 
Canada has used this policy to mval1date 26 patents over the last decade. Last 
month, the Supreme Court of Canada invalidated the promise doctrine. 

• Will you press for full nnd immcdiato implcmentntion of this deciaion? 
• How will you work to ensure that our trading partners, including Canada, up

hold their FTA and WTO commitments on intellectual property rights? 
Answer. Yes. I am aware of the Canadian Supreme CourL decision, which address· 

es a longstanding concern of the United States. Together with my team at Mission 
Canada, we will work closely with our coUe_agues at the Department of Commerce 
and tbe U.S. Trade Representative's office to press the Government of Canada to 
enforce the highest standards on intellectual property rights and to ensure that U.S. 
companies are fairly treated. 

Question. 2. More money is spent on biomedical research and development in the 
U.S. than in any other country in the world. Proposals under consideration by the 
Canadian Government to change the way medicines are paid for in Canada would 
adopt pricing settin_g measures that discount this important investment. 'rhis .co.uld 
signific11,ntly hal,"111 U.S. biopharmaceutical companies and ultimately patient access 
to medicines. 
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• How will you work to advance policies for American innovators that appro
priately recognize and reward the value of medicines and ensure patientl:; have 
access to the medicines they need? 

Answer. Patients in both countries benefit from continued innovation in the med
ical and pharmaceutical industries. If confirmed, I will work with U.S. Government 
agencies to ensure that U.S. biopharmaceutical companies are fairly treated in the 
Canadian n1arket. 

Question 3. Under NAFTA, when a U.S. investor in Canada is denied "fair and 
equitable treatment", the recourse for the U.S. investor is to file a claim with an 
arbitration panel. In certain cases, after a NAFl'A arbitration panel decides in favor 
of a U.S. investor against Canada the Canadian Government has resorted to its own 
domestic courts to strike down the decision. After spending considcroblc time ond 
resources to undertake the dispute panel process, U.S. companies must then fight 
the Canadian Government in the Canadian courts to preserve their victory. 

• Will you commit to work with me and your Canadian counterparts to find a just 
resolution of these issues? 

• How will you seek to impress upon the Canadian Government the im1>ort.ance 
of fulfiJ'ling their existinir obligations under NAFTA, including the decisions of 
dispute resolution panels"? 

Answer. I share your commitment to protect U.S. inveBtors and, if confirmed, I 
will work with the Congress and with the Government of Canada to support fair 
and just treatment of U.S. companies in any dispute resolution process with our 
NAFTA partners. 

Question. 4. Following the President's withdrawal from the Paris Climate Accord, 
the United Sta.tes and Canada, we recently saw Prime Minister Trudeau reaching 
out directly to states to engage on critical issues foeluding the environment, clean 
technology cooperation, and other energy priorities. 

• What implications do you think this has for .traditional bilateral engagement 
and how do you plan to represent the· United States as a country, when our 
states a re taking the lead w1th a different policy position? 

• Do you plan to continue to work with Canada on mutually beneficial clean tech
nology development? How? 

Answer. The issues you mention remain priorities for both of our countries. The 
U:nited States supports a balanced approach to. climate policy that lowers emissions 
wl1ile promoting econo.mic growth and ensu:ring energy security. We will continue 
to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions through innovation and technology break
throughs. This administration believes in cooperative federalism, and therefore is 
supportive of states and cities making their own choices within their respective bor
ders on climate policy. 

Refugees and migrants 
Question 5. Given significant and severe refugee crises around the world, Canada 

has adopted ovenvhelmingly welc<lming polioi.es. Additionally, Canada has migration 
policies in place that open the doors for entrepreneurs to come to Canada, welcome 
mcreasihg numbers of students to their universities, and generally promote a posi
tive image of migration in Canada. 

• How do you plan to engage Canada on the issues of refugees and migration? 
• Do you believe it puts the United States at a disadvantage to have more restric

tive immigration policies that those of our neighbor? 
Answer. If confirmed, I will engage the Canadian Government at the federal and 

provincial level to share views on immigration and Tefugee issues and ensure con
tinuing cooperation. The United States and Canada work together closely on border 
security and information sharing, and we are both proud of our history as countries 
with diverse populations and a strong record of welcoming immigrants and migrants 
with legal status. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD 
SUBMITTED TO KELLY CRAFT BY SENATOR RON JOHNSON 

Question 1. In 2015, the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Com
mission (CRTC), Canada's broadcasting and telecommunication regulatory agency, 
issued a decision that singled out the Super Bowl as it relates to simultaneous sub
stitution. I, along with Senator Marco Rubio, first raised thiB issue in a December 
2016 letter to Canadian ambassador David MaeNaoghton, urging Canada to reverse 
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the CRTC's ruling related to the Super Bowl. I also am aware that colleagues in 
both the Romm und Senate, from both aidco of the uiolc, uloo raised this i!lauc over 
the course of many months with the Ambassador and other officials in both Canada 
and the United States. Unfortunately, however, the Canadian Government took no 
action, and the policy went into effect, causing significant harm to the NFL and its 
Canadian partner with the exclusive broadcasting rights there. If confirmed, will 
you commit to examining this issue and working wi th officials and stakeholders on 
both sides of the border to resolve this issue and protect the interests of the NFL 
as a U.S. copyright owner? 

Answer. Yes. If confirmed, I will continue to examine this issue and work with 
the appropriate government officials and stakeholders in both countries, and to ad
vocate on behalf of the NFL on the issue of broadcasting rights for the Super Bowl. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO ROBERT Woon JOHNSON BY SENATOR BENJAMIN L. CARDIN 

Question 1. What are the most important actions you have taken in your career 
to date to promote human lights and democracy? What has been the impact of your 
acLions? 

Answer. As a private citizen in the United States, I've taken a number of philan
thropic steps to improve the lives of those living in d'isadvantaged communities or 
noor stat~ of health and ohvsical condition. Some of the accomolishments of which 
i'm most proud include my· philanthropy toward relief from diabetes and lupus as 
well as supportin&: catastrophically injured veterans. 

As a former Chairman of the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation Inter
national, I initiated the campaign "The Only Remedy Ts a Cure." tra.nsforming a 
small, non-profit group into the largest private medical entity focused on finding a 
cure for diabetes. I devoted a good deal of time working with the NatiQnal Institutes 
for Health to secure government funding for diabetes research, and this led to a 
three-year term on the National Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases Advi
sory Council. 

In 1999 my focus expanded to include medical research to better treat and cure 
lupus. As there was no formal organization devoted exclusively to researching th:is 
debilitating autoimmune disease I established the Alliance for Lupus Research 
(now known as Lupus Research Al.liance) to raise funds to prevent, treat and cure 
lupus. ALR-funded research laid the foundation for development of 30 percent of all 
lupus drugs currently ·in the clinical-triaJ pipeline. 

As a New Yorker, I fee'I compelled to recognize th.e imfortant sacrifices made by 
our service members. Through the Stephen Siller Tonne to Tower Foundation, we 
support catastrophically wounded veterans in the region to fund the construction of 
smart homes through the Foundation's Building for America's Bravest program. 
This program builds specially adapted, cust.om-d.esigned smart homes to help restore 
independence and improve the quality of life for our nation's most seriously injured 
service members. Each smart home imparts self-sufficiency; by means of special 
technology, a wounded veteran can manage day-to-day tasks without depending on 
others. It's humbling to be a part of a program that restores independence to vet
erans who put their lives on the line for their country. 

Lastly, following my grandfather's legacy, I have served as a Trustee Emeritus 
of' the Robert Wood. Johnson Foundation, the nation's largest philanthropic oi:ganiza
tion devoted exclusively to promoting health and advancing healthcare. The Founda
tion aims to prompt new public policy, inspire action from the private sector, and 
improve the delivery of the best health care to the most people. Among its many 
successes, the Foundation bas made substanti.al inroads in i.ts anti-smoking cam
paign as well as reduciug the rate of ol1ildhood obesity. 

Que:~tion 2. Are you committed to meeting with human rights, civil society a.nd 
other non-governmental organizations in the U.S. and with local human rights 
NGOs from the United Kingdom? 

Answer. Yes. I am committed to workini with civil society groups and NGOs to 
advance U.S. priorities, including human nghts. ff confirmed, I would welcome the 
opportunity to meet with experts in these areas on both sides of the Atlantic. 

Question 3. Will you engage with British Government officials on matters of 
human rights, civil rights and governance as part of your bilateral mission? 

Answer. Yes. If confirmed, I will conti.nue the U.S. Mission's strong partnership 
with Her Majesty's Government and British civil society to engage on these topics. 
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Question 4. Do you commit to bring to the committee's attention (and the State 
Department Ins_pector General) any change in eol.icy or U.S. actions that you sus· 
pect may be influenced by any of the Presidents business or financial interests, or 
the business or financial interests of any senior White House staff? 

Answer. I commit to comply with all relevant federal ethics laws, regulations, and 
rules, and to raise concerns that I may have through appropriate channels. 

Question 5. Do you commit to inform the committee if you have any reason to sus
pect that a foreign government, bead of state, or foreign-controlled entity is taking 
any action in order to benefit any of the President's business or financial interests, 
or the interests of senior White House staff? 

Answer. I commit to comply with all relevant fede-ral ethics laws, regulations, and 
rules, and to raise concerns that J may have through appropriate channels. 

Questiorl 6. Do you or do any members of your immediate family have any finan
cial interests in the United Kingdom? 

Answer. I have identified all applicable financial interests on my public financial 
disclosure form, including interests that may be connected to the UK and have con
sulted at length with the Office of Government Ethics and the Department of State's 
desit:"nated agency ethics official to identify any potential conflicts of interest. All po
tential conflicts of interest have been resolved to the satisfaction of ethics officials 
and in accordance with the terms of my ethics agreement. 

Question 7. Research from private industry demonstrates that, when managed 
wefl, diversity makes busi.ness teams better both in terms of creativity and in tenns 
of productivity. What will you do to promote, mentor and support your staff that 
come from diverse backgrounds and underrepresented groups in the Foreign Serv
ice? 

Answer. My experience in business and philanthropy has given me myriad oppor
tunities kl build high-functioning teams with diverse members. I remain committed 
to equal employment opportunity pri.nciples. If confirmed, I wi.11 foster a work envi
ronment which recognu;es the contri.bu'tions of all em,ployees, and will make sure 
they have information available about the Department's Diversity and Inclusion 
Strategic Plan, foreign affairs affinity organizations, and opportunities specific to 
various groups. 

Question 8. w,tiat steps ~ill you take ~ e°:sure each ?f the _supervisors at the Em
bassy are fostel'mg an environment that 1.s diverse and mclus1ve? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will encourage alJ supervisors to take available courses 
on_ EEO_principl.e:-, ~versity, and related issues. I_ w~ll urge them to di~cus1? uncon
scious bias and s1mtlar topics when they mentor Junior colleagues. I Will direct su
pervisors to transparently and fairly provide opportunities to all entry- and mid
level professionals. By providing time for profes.~ional development discussions to 
address diversity, I will highliglit that this is a priority for me as the Anibassador. 

Question 9. What is your assessment of the United Kingdom's military capabilities 
and d.efense spending? 

Answer. The United Kingdom Ministry of Defense (MOD) and Anned Forces are 
our closest partners and one of I.be to_IJ contributors to NATO and U.S.-led missions 
globally. Her Majesty's Government (HMG) remains committed to spending at least 
two percent of GDP on the defense budget, and is spurring other NATO Allies to 
meet that same commitment. If confirmed as Ambassador, I will underscore the im
portance that America's allies, including the United Kingdom, share the burden in 
meeting and addressing threats to our peace and security, inoludine' by continuing 
to meet its commitment to spend at least 2 percent of GDP on its military. 

The MOD in 2015 presented ambitious defense capability upgrades and force inte
gration plans. Officials confirmed that the MOD would brin~ two new aircraft car
riers into action, continue acquiring the F-3'5 Joint Strike Fighter, and improve ca
pabilities by acquiring the P-8 Maritime Patrol Aircraft, additional AH-64 attack 
helicopters and CH-47G heavy Ji~ helicopters, .and the new Ajax armored vel1icle. 
In July 2016, HMG committed to its continuous at-sea nuclear deterrent with the 
intent to commission four new nuclear ballistic missile submarines. 

Question 10. Do you think recent United Kingdom defense cuts have affected 
transatlantic cooperation and burden-sharing or the United Kingdom's military's 
ablJity to ca_n:y out operations? 

Answer. The United Kingdom maintains a high-tempo of global military oper
ations and defense engagement. UK operational priorities include support to defeat
ing ISIS and supporting the Iraqi Security Forces; countering violent extremism in 
Libya; supporting the Afghan National Defense and Security Forces in NATO's Res
olute Support Mission; deterring Russia by leading a battle group in Estonia as part 
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of NATO's enhanced Fonvard Presence effort; and building defense capacity in 
Ukraine, Nigeria, Tunisia, Jordan, and easL Africa. In addiLiut1, MOD uffic1alt1 work 
closely with U.S. counterparts to achieve our shared counterterrorism objectives. 

Question 11. Should U.S. policymakers be concerned that the United Kingdom 
could become a less robust and less influential defense partner in the corning years? 

Answer. Prime Minister May has made clear that the UK will continue to be a 
global leader, and a key U.S. pa.rtner, in tackling global security and defense chal
lenges. 

Even before the decision to leave the European Union (EU), HMG made inter
national engagement a priority in its 2015 defense strategy review. The MOD com
mitted to work wi,th Allies and partners in NATO, the Joint Ex:pedi.tionag Force, 
the Combined Joint Expeditionary Force, and to deepen its interoperability with 
U.S. forces. 

The MOD also charged its forces to increase international defense engagement-
to increase British influence globally and build partner defense capacity. This de
fense eng11gement task coincides with the UK national prosperity agenda to market 
and sell British products, primarily defense articles, to partner nations and Allies 
globally. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO RoBERT Woon JOHNSON BY SENATOR JEANNE SHAHEEN 

Question I . Mr. Johnson, 1 noticed that you could not affirmatively say that Rus
sia was behind the cyber intrusion into 2016 U.S. elections. While l understand that 
you have not reviewed the classified intelligence, do you tmst tbe judgment of our 
mtelli~ence community· and will you be able to affirm their judgment in your bilat
eral discussions with the UK and other foreign representatives on this and other 
matters? 

Answer. I have the utmost respect for the women and men of the U.S. intelligence 
community. While planning Super Bowl XLV1ll, I saw first-hand Uul.i.1· 1,1ruf~11-
sionalism, judgment, and ·patriotism as they worked to keep Americans safe during 
the week-long activities. 1 tmst our int.eUigence community's judgment and devotion 
to our nation. 

If confirmed, 1 will carefully review available intelligence and analysis to ensure 
that I am most effective in advancing U.S. foreign policy objectives in the United 
Kingdom. And I will certainly affirm my confidence m the judgment of the U.S. in
telJigence community during bilateral discussions with British and other foreign 
representatives where appropriate. 

Question 2. One other issue that fd like to raise is something that's been brought 
to my attention by someone who has testified before the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee on the challenge of dealing with Vladimir Putin and his associates in 
the Kremlin. Vladimir Kara-Murza, a prominent Russian dissident who has suffered 
multiple assassination attempts, has emphasized the need for the U.S. and the UK 
to prevent Russian oligarchs who wish to ·hide stolen assets in the West. Thisj>rac
tice is well-documented by investigative journalists and the UK documentary "From 
Russia with Cash" revealed how real estate agents in Great Britain, in particular, 
can be key enablers for laundering dirty money. Are you familiar with this issue? 
How best can the United States close such loopholes in this country and encourage 
Allies like the UK to do the same? Can you commit to raisi.ng it with your British 
counterparts, if con finned? 

Answer. While not familiar with this specific issue or documentary, I ·recognize 
the importance of preventing money launderers from hiding stolen assets in the 
United States or anywhere else. If confirmed I will raise th.is issue and commit to 
working closely with Her Majesty's Government to explore joint strategies for im
proving anti-money laundering efforts. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO LEWIS EISENBERG BY SENATOR BENJAMIN L. CARDIN 

Question L. What are the most important actions you have taken in your career 
to date to promote human rights and democracy? What has been the impact of your 
actions? 
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Answer. The importance of American democracy and our basic liberties, values, 
and way of life was never clearer to me than in the days after September 11, 2001. 
As the Chairman of the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, and later as 
a board member of the Lower Manhattan Development Corporation, I was inti
mately involved in the immediate rescue, recovery, and rebuilding efforts following 
the attack on the World Trade Center-efforts that helped send a message that 
Americans would defend and protect our way of life, even at great cost. 

Before and since that terrible day, human rights and democracy have been impor
tant values in my career. For the past 15 years, I have worked in electoral politics, 
including efforts to promote political participation and get young people involved in 
the democratic process. I served for over 15 years as a board member and volunteer 
fur New Yurk Service fur Lhe Hamlicapped, am.I in LhaL pm;iUun I wurked Lu advance 
the rights and opportunities of persons with disabilities. In my philanthropic activi
ties, I have supported efforts to end discrimination against LGBT persons. And 
throughout my career, I have worked to promote equal treatment and professional 
opportunities for women in the financial industry. 

Serving with my wife as a national Board Member of the American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee (AIPAC), I had the opportunity to advocate for democratic values 
in an international context, working to strengthen· U.S. support for Israel as a crit
ical democratic ally in the Middle East. 

Question 2. What are the most pressing human rights concerns in the Republic 
of San Marino today? What are the most important steps you expect to take-if con
firmed-to advance human rights and democracy in Italy and the Republic of San 
Marino? What do you hope to accomplish through these actions? 

Answer. Italy and the Republic of San Marino are strong partners in advancing 
human rights around the world. Nevertheless, some important challenges remain. 
In San Marino, official corruption and transparency issues are important challenges, 
given the Republic's historic role as an international financial hub. Access for per
sons with disabilities is another area where more can be done. 

Italy's place on the frontline of Europe's ongoing refugee and migration crisis has 
brought into sharp relief challenges of human trafficking, including labor and sex 
trafficking, particularly for unaccompanied minors and other vulnerable popu
lations, as well as challenges regarding capacity and adequacy of housing. Other 
issues in Italy include corruption and incidents of mistreatment and social exclusion 
of members of minority groups, including Roma. 

If confirmed, I am committed to continuing Mission Italy's active engagement 
with Italian and Sammarinese officials on these important issues. In particular, in 
the context of the ongoing refugee and migration crisis, I would seek to redouble 
our efforts to partner with Italy and San Marino in combating human trafficking 
and addressing human rights abuses against refugees and migrants. I would also 
look forward to strengthening Mission Italy's programs to combat corruption and 
promote good governance and transparency. 

Question 3. If confirmed, what are the potential obstacles to addressing the spe
cific human rights issues you have identified in your previous response? What chal
lenges will you face in Italy and the Republic of San Marino in advancing human 
rights, civil society and democracy in general? 

Answer. The people and governments of Italy and the Republic of San Marino are 
strong, willing partners in addressing human rights issues at home and around the 
world. However, the refugee and migrant crisis has strained Italy's capacity to 
screen and identify victims of trafficking, provide adequate shelter to newly arrived 
refugees and migrants, and protect refugees and migrants from exploitation and 
abuse. If confirmed, I look forward to doing everything possible to support Italy's 
efforts-together with its European Union neighbors and the international commu
nity-to meet this historic challenge and protect the human rights of all who arrive 
on Italy's shores. 

Question 4. Are you committed to meeting with human rights, civil society and 
other non-governmental organizations in the U.S. and with local human rights 
NGOs in the Italy and the Republic of San Marino? 

Answer. These are very important issues, and if confirmed, I am absolutely com
mitted to meeting with human rights, civil society, and other non-governmental or
ganizations in the United States and with local human rights NGOs in Italy and 
the Republic of San Marino. 

Question 5. Will you engage with Italians and Sammarinese on matters of human 
rights, civil rights and governance as part of your bilateral mission? 
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Answer. These are very important issues, and if confirmed, I am absolutely com
mitted to engt1ging with the Italians and Sammarinese on matters of human rights, 
civil rights, and governance as part of the bi.lateral mission. 

Question. 6. Do you commit to bring to the committee's attention (and the State 
Department faspector General) any change in rolicy or U.S. actions that you SUS· 
pect may be influenced by any of the Presidents blliliness or financial interest.s, or 
the business or financial int.erests of any senior White House stafl'l 

Answer. I comm.it to comply with all relevant federal ethics laws, regulations, and 
rules, and to ·raise concerns that I may have through appropriate channels. 

Questio11 7. Do you commit to inform the committee if you have any reason to sus
pect that a foreign governmen.t, head of state, o.r foreign-controlled entity is taking 
any action in order to benefit any of the President's busi_ness or financial interests, 
or the interests of senior White House staff? 

Answer. I commit to comply with all relevant federal ethics laws, regulations, and 
rules, and to raise concerns that I may have through appropriate channels. 

Questio11 8. Do you or do any members of your immediate family have any finan
cial interests in Italy or the Republic of San Marino? 

Answer. I am committed to ensuring that my o.fficial actions will not give rise to 
a conflict of mterest. My investment port!'o!io includes companies that have a pres
ence in Italy, but I have worked closely with t.he State Department Ethics Office 
and the Office of Government Ethics and will divest my interests in those companies 
the State Department Ethics Office deems necessary to avoid a conflkt of interest. 
J will remain vigiJant with regard to my ethics obligations. 

Question 9. Research from private induetry demonstrates that, when managed 
weH, diversity makes business teams better both in terms of creativity and produc
tivity. What will you do to promote, mentor and support your staff that come from 
diverse backgrounds and underrepresented groups in the Foreign Service? 

Answer. I am fully committed to equal employment opportunity principles. I finn
ly believe that those who represent the United States abroad mlll:lt fully reflect 
America's diversity. A.a the State Department's Statement on Diversity and Equal 
F.mp!oyment Opportllnity not4:>.s, "Our commitmen:t to inclusion must be evident in 
the face we present to the world and in the decision-making processes that rep
resent ou:r diplomatic goals." Throughout my career, I have worked to ensure the 
organizations I helped lead had no barriers to opportunity based on race, religion, 
gender, or other protected categories. If confirmed, I would uphold the sam.e prin
ciples of equality and equal opportunity throughout Mission Italy. 

I hnvo worked to promote the success of the diverse teams I have led. If con
finned, I will take the same approach to managing the Mission Italy team, ensuring 
each member of the mission community is able to draw upon his or her unique back
ground and experience to contribute to our shared goals. 

Question 10. What steps will you take to ensure that each of the supervisors at 
the Embassy are fostering an environment that's diverse and inclusive? 

Answer. I take seriously not only my own duty, if confirmed, to lead a diverse and 
inclusive mission, but also my responsibility to ensure managers and supervisors 
across Mission Italy fully uphold equal employment opportunity principles and pro
mote the success of each member of our embassy community. ff confirmed I will 
clearly and consistently articulate these principles as Chief of Mission and I will 
work with my Deput.y Chief of Mission and Country Team to ensure our mission 
supervisors consistently priorl.tize them in their interactions. 

Question 11.. Over many years, the Russian Government has developed, refined 
and deployed its toolkit for malign influence in Europe and elsewhere. f believe that 
these efforts, which seek to erode citizens' confidence in the credibility of democratic 
institutions, pose a grave threat to the national security interests of the United 
States and our allies and partners around the world. There are reports that the 
Russian Government has sought to exert undue influence in Italian politics, media 
and civil society. How will you work to counter nefarious Russian influence in Jtaly? 

Answer. Italy shares our concerns about Russian aggression in Europe, including 
Russian disinformation campaigns and malign influence activities. If confirmed, I 
wiU work to strengthen our coordination with Italian partners, across relevant agen
cies, to detect an<f counter these activities that seek to undermine democratic insti
tutions and principles. If confirmed, I will make U.S.-Italian cooperation on this 
issue a priority, particularly in advance of Italian national elections that are likely 
to take place in 2018. 

Question 12. WiH you commit to engaging with the Senate Foreign Relations Com
mittee on this issue? 
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Answer. Yes. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO LEWIS EISENBERG BY SENATOR JEANNE SHAHEEN 

Question 1. Mr. Eisenberg, I noticed that you could not affirmatively say that Rus
sia was behind the cyber intrusion into 2016 U.S. elections. While I undel'lltand that 
you have not reviewed the classified intelligence, do you trust the judgment of our 
intelligence community and wilJ you be able to affirm their judgment in. your bilat
eral discussions with Italy and other foreign representatives on this and other mat
ters? 

Answer. The weight of publicly available evidence clearly indicates Russia at
tempted to interfere in the 2016 U.S. elections. I take this very seriously. As Sec
retary Tillerson has said, Russian attempts to influence democratic political systems 
have been well documented in the United States and elsewhere. I have tremendous 
respect for the United States Intelligence Community, and I look forward, if con
firmed, to reviewing the more detailed intelligence and analysis that will be avail
able to me upon confirmation. 

If confirmed, I will have no hesitation in presenting U.S. Government views and 
assessments to my Italian countecparts and will strongly advocate for shared action 
to address common concerns. I will work to strengthen our coordination with Italian 
partners, across ·relevant agencies, to d.etect ana counter activities of Russia and 
other countries that seek to undermine democratic institutions and principles. If 
con.firmed, I wilJ make U.S.-ltalian cooperation on this issue a priority, particularly 
in advance of Italian national elections that are likely to take place in 2018? 

Question 2. If confirmed, will you continue to stress to the Italian Government the 
importance of their support for U.S.-EU economic sanctions on Russia? What are the 
biggest challenges do you feel you will encounter in this regard and how will you 
address them? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will strongly advocate for continued U.S.-EU unity in 
maintaining pressure on Russia through sanctions. Our administration and the Gov
ernment of Prime Minister Gentiloni have made clear that sanctions must remain 
in place until Russia fully implements the Minsk agreements, including ceasing ag
gression in eastern Ukraine and respecting Ukraine's sovereignty and territorial in
tegrity. 

Maintaining Italian popular support for EU sanctions can be a challenge, particu
larly amid flawed perceptions that Italian businesses have suffered ·uniquely from 
reduced trade with Russia. If confim1ed, l will work to dispel these misperceptions, 
make sure Italians understand the stakes of Russia's aggression- including the suf
fering of the Ukrainian people-and I will stress the vital importance of continued 
unity in our response. 

RESPONSES TO AN ADDITIONAL QUESTION FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO LEWIS EISENBERG BY SENATOR CORY BOOKER 

Question 1. Italy has called for increased U.S. engagement in addressing the ongo
ing confiict in Libya. There was also some press reporting that a Trump aide, Sebas
t"i;m Gorka talked to the Europeans about partitioning Libya into three. This idea 
has been widely discredited. 

• What do you think about a possible effort to divide Libya into three? 
• What steps is the United States taking to support international efforb! to bring 

stability to Libya and what role do vou think we should play in working with 
European partners in this effort? ' 

• Do you have concerns about militarized responses to areas we are countering 
extremist networks without a comprehensive diplomatic strategy in place? 

Answer. The United States and Italy have been strong partners in support of Lib
yan efforts to improve security and foster the political stability necessary to defeat 
ISIS and other terrorists, restore the economy, and address transnational flows of 
migrants and weapons. Both the United States and Italy have engaged a wide range 
of Libyan political and security figures, pressing all parties to de-escalate tensions 
and negotiate a political compromise within the framework of the Libyan Political 
Agreement (LPA), which provides a roadmap for a transitional government and na-
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tional elections. The United Sta.tes supports a united Libya, with a capable, unified 
government and unified national security forces. 

The United States believes that political stability and peace in Libya depends on 
national reconciliation. We will work closely with the UN and European and re
gional partners such as Italy to foster political dialogue. among Libya.ns. Libya's 
neighbors, states in the region, and European partners such as Italy all have an 
important role in supportin~ Libyan-Jed efforts to reach a political solution. There 
is no military solution to Libya's conflict. The parties must reach a political com
promise t.o stabilize the country, avoid civil conflict, and unify all Libyan forces 
against the re.al enemy: ISIS and other terrorists. 

If confirmed, I look forwal'd to strengtheni11g ow· diploillaLic .i11~lll!t:1.1,.,,1L wiLh 
Italy to help stabilize Libya so it cannot be a platform for ten:orists, or for criminal 
gangs that traffic and exploit migrants. 

RESPONSES TO AN ADDITIONAL QUESTION FOR THE RECORD 
SUBMITTED TO K.T. MCFARLAND BY SENATOR MARCO RUBIO 

Question 1. 'l'he State De_11artment's Trafficking in Person Report. 2017 place 
Singapore on Tier 2, stating that "The Government of Singapore does no fully meet 
the minimum standards for the elimination of trafficking; however, it is making sig
nificant effort.a to do so'' and indicates that Singapore still hes a ways to go on .re
ducing labor trafficking. Do you believe that trafficking in persons is a problem in 
SouLh.iw,L Asia? 1n Singupore? Do you commit to working with OUT partners in the 
Singaporean Government to support their efforts to reduce the scourge of trafficking 
in persons? 

Answer. Yes, I do believe traffickin!l in persons is a problem in Singapore and 
Southeast Asia. While Singapore has implemented measures to curb .human traf
fickin~, including through the adortfon of the 2015 Prevention of Human Trafficking 
Act, 8mgapore can truce additiona steps to improve its anti-trafficking efforts within 
the country. If confirmed, J commit to work closely with the Government of Singa
pore, tb.e Sin~apore Interagency 'l'ask Force on 'l'ratlicking in l'ersons, and Singapo
rean civil society to address this issue. 

RESPONSES TO AN ADDITIONAL QUESTION FOR THE RECORD 
SUBMITTED TO K.T. McFARLAND BY SENATOR BENJAMIN L. CARDIN 

Question 1. What are the most important actions you have taken in your career 
to date to promote human rights and democracy? What ha.s been the impact of your 
actions? 

Answer. One of the greatest advances in human rights and democracy in modern 
times was the collapse of the Soviet Empire and discrediting of communism in the 
late 1980s and eal'ly 1990s. Jt was brought about in large part by President Rea
gan's policies of oo longer accepting mere coexistence with the Soviet Union but to 
push toward eruling and winning the Cold War on our terms without firing a shot. 
Prnsident Reagan and his administration pressured the Soviet Union on many 
fronts: by building up America's armed forces, revitalizing our alliances, pressuring 
the Soviet economy, and using the bully pulpit to can out the evils of cornmunism 
and oppression. 

As President neagan's Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Public Affaks and 
t.he Senior Speechwriter to the Secretary and Deputy Secretary of Defense, I had, 
on many occasions, the privilege of crafting the words and articulating the public 
positions for the senior members of the Reagan administration, including· the Presi
dent. 

There are hundreds of millions of people today who are free because of Reagan's 
words. 

Question 2. What are the most pressing human rights issues in Singapore? What 
are the most important steps you expect to take-if confirmed-to promote human 
rights and democracy in the Republic of Singapore? What do you hope to accomplish 
through these actions? 

Answer. As stated 'in the State De_partment's annual Human Rights Report on 
Singapore, the Government has broad powers to limit citizens' ri~hts on freedoms 
of speech, assembly association and press, effectively silen<ling pohtical dissent and 
al.lowing the controlling party ·to overwhelmingly dominate the political scene. Cor-



481 

poral punishment such as canjng is used 88 punishment for some crimes, both vio
lent and non-violent. Human traff'Lcking is also 11 concern in Si.ngnpore and the De
partment of Stnte's 2017 Trafficking in Person's Report lists Singapore as a Tier 2 
country. Singapore has tnken steps to curb traffickmg through the adoption of the 
2015 Prevention of Human Trafficking Act, which prohibits all .forms of human traf
fioking and sets stringent /enalties that meet international standards for those 
found guilty. lf confirmed, will continue to work closely with the Govemment of 
Singapore and civil society to promote basic freedoms in support of their democratic 
$ystem and to addre$S trafficking in persons. 

Qrumtion 9. If confirmed, what are the potential obstacles to addressing the spe
cific human rights issues you have identified in your previous response? What chal
leni::es will yeu face ·by the Republic of Singapore in advancing "human rights, civil 
society and democracy in general? 

Answer. While Singapore has -free and fair elections, restrictions on media and 
free speech exist as outlined in our annual Human .Rights Report, and further 
progress is needed in stemming human trafficking. We regularly discuss our con
cerns with Singapore, and the country ha.s made sign,ificant efforts to address 
·human trafficking. We will, however, continue to urge the Government of Sir!gapore 
to take additional steps to increase investigations, prosecute trafficking cases, and 
improve victim identification methods. Singapore takes the issue of trafficking in 
persons seriously, and I look forward to working with Singapore to find better ways 
to address thjs problem a.nd other concerns. 

Question 4. Are you committed to meeting with human ri_ghts, civil society and 
other non-government;al organizations in the U.S. and with local human rights 
NGOs from the Republic of SingapQro? 

Answer. Yes. I am committed to meeting with human rights, civil society, and 
non-governmental organizations 'in Singapore. 

Question 5. Will you engage with Singapore on matters of human rights, civil 
rignts a,nd governanCJ'J as part of your bi'lateral mission? 

An.ewer. Yes. If confirmed, J will work with the Government of Singapore to en
gage on matters of human rights, civil rights, and governance. I w:ill also seek to 
exchange best practices between our governments. 

Question 6. Do you commit to bring to the committee's attention (and the State 
Department Inspector General) any change in policy or U .S. actions that you sus
pect may be influenced by any of the President's business or financial interests, or 
the business or financial interests of any senior White House staff? 

Answer. I commit to comply with all relevant federal ethics laws, regulations, and 
rules, and to raise concerns that I may have through appropriate channels. 

Question 7. Do you commit to inform the committee if you have any reason to sus
pect that a foreign government head of state, or foreign-controlled entit.y is taking 
any action in order to benefit any of the President's business or financial interests, 
or the interests of senior White House staff? 

Answer. I commit to comply with all relevant federal ethics laws, regulations, and 
rules, and to raise concerns that l may have through a ppropriate channels. 

Question 8. Do you or do any members of your immediate family have any finan
cial interests in the Republic of Singapore? 

Answer. No. 
Question 9. Research from private industry demonstrates that, when managed 

well , diversity makes bu.silles.s teams better both in terms of creativity and in terms 
of productivity. What will you do to promote, mentor a:nd support your staff that 
come from diverse backgrounds and ·underrepresented groups in tbe Foreign Serv
ice? 

Answer. I value the diversity of our Foreign Service Officer corps, and other 
sources of employees who comprise the staff of Embassy Singapore, which reflects 
all of America. A stroni;, diverse workforce ensures we craft the best possible solu
tions for the foreign pohcy challenges facing the United States. I will make it a high 
priority to support my staff at the Embassy, particularly those from mven,e back
grounds or underrepresented groups. I ,viii also actively engage the other leaders 
at the Mission to prioritize mentoring and ensure that we are developing a new gen
eration of diplomats to represent our country effectively. 

Question 10. What steps will you tnke to ensure each of the supervisors at the 
Embassy are fostering an environment that is diverse and inclusive? 

Answer. I will make it clear to the supervisors and all employees at our Mission 
that I value a respectful and inclusive work environment and will hold supervisors 
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accountable for abiding by the leadership and management principles established by 
the Department of State, such as valuing and developing our peopl1:1. A:J J httv1:1 Jul'11:1 
throughout my career, I will seek to model this behavior through my own leadership 
of the Mission. 

Question 11. Do you believe the United States should lift sanctions on Russia? 
Answer. No, not until Moscow reverses the actions on Ukraine and Crimea that 

triggered sanctions in the first place. 
Qu.e.9tion 12. Can you share with the committee during your time as a national 

secu.rity advisor to candidate and then-President elect Trump any meetings, contacts 
or convcrsotions you had with the Russ ian Government or ony Rusaion-connccted 
individuals? 

Answer. To the best of my recollection, there are only two occasions when I en
countered any Russian officials during my time as a national security advisor to 
candidate and then-President-Elect Trump. 

The first was at the Republican National Convention in Cleveland. The Russian 
ambassador, Sergey Kislyak, was one of two hundred or so attendees at the Global 
Partners in Diplomacy Conference hosted by the Republican National Committee, 
the Heritage Foundation and the State Department for members of the diplomatic 
c-01·ps. J w1d1::l'!il.and tt l!imlltt.1' 1::vtl11L wW! L1::hl fur Utt:! OiplumaLic Curµ11 uL Lba Ot!tuU· 
cratic National Convention. 

I was the moderator of a multi-person panel discussion on then-candidate Trump's 
foreign policy held at Case Western Reserve University. When we opened the floor 
to questions from the audience, Ambassador Kislyak asked a q_uestion of the panel. 
I had no personal contact wi'th the Ambassador during the conierence. in iact, I did 
not know who he was unUJ after he identified himself to the audience during his 
question. 

The second was in a receiving line on January 19, 2017. I gave a speech at a 
luncheon hosted by the Business Council for International Understanding for ap
proximately 100 members of the diplomatic corps and business communitr. Ambas
sador Kislyak attended the luncheon, and we exchanged brief pleasantries in the 
receiving line, as I did with the thirty or so ambassadors and businessmen who also 
participal.eu in Lhe receiving line. 

Question 13. At the Global Partn.ers in Diplomacy conference, a RNC event hosted 
in Cleveland, press reports say you and Ambassador Kislyak were both in attend
ance. Di.d you have any contact or conversations with Russian officials or conduits 
at this event? 

Answer. Please sec the answer to Question 12 (above). 
Question 14. On Islam, you have said "Islam is religion, lslamism is death cult.'' 

You said that the United States "reluctance to hurt their feelings" and "political cor
rectnel;ls is getting people killed" Lt. Gen. Michael Flynn, who 1:irought you on to the 
Trump team called Jslamism a "vicious cancer inside the body of 1.7 billion people" 
that nas to be "excised". Singapore has a population that is 15 percent Muslims. 
Like in any other country, Mus.lims in Singapore are Members of Parliament, may
ors, and crucial members of the Singapore society. How can you represent U.S. val
ues abroad, which was founded on the principles or religious freedom, diversity and 
inclusion, while also believing that Islam is a death oult'l 

Answer. Let me clarify the question. I believe Islam is a religion1 and not a death 
cult. I do, however, believe Islamism, is a death cult. I have triea to be careful to 
make the distinction between Islam on the one hand, and Islamism as practi.ced by 
ISIS, Al Qaeda, and the Islamic State on the other. I believe lslamism, which pro
motes suicide bombers, and the killing of innocents, including women and children 
iB a death cult. 

In my previous position as Deputy National Security Adviser, I had several con
versations with Singaporean officials, several of whom are Muslim, about the threat 
P.Osed by the spread of radical Islam. They expressed concerns, and 1 agreed, that 
1t presents a grow:ing security i.ssue in Southeast Asia. 

Like the 68 member Global Coalition to Defeat ISIS, I believe Jslamism, Islamists 
and radical terrorists pose a threa.t to international peace and stability and continue 
to commit gross abuses to human rights and violations ofinternationa1 lnw. 

Question 15. In 2012, when asked about waterboarding you said "Even if it's tor
ture, it's probably worth doing." I believe waterboarding which is classified by the 
United Nations as torture, is not only morally objectionable but has proven repeat
edly to not work. Can you share ,vith the committee your current views on torturn'l 

Answer. Thank you for the opportunity to clarify my position. As I said during 
my nomination hearing, I have come full circle in my thinking on this issue in the 
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last five years. 1 have listened to the arguments of Senator McCain, Senator Gra
ham, General (now Defense Secretary) Mattis and others that torture is ineffective, 
violates international' and U.S. Jaw, and leaves our own military open to torture by 
others. Finally, I have come to agree with them that there is nothing more impor
tant in this regard than living our values. 

Question 16. Are there instances in which torture are justifiable to you? 
Answer. No. 
Question. 17. Singapore is a regional hub for American business, and much of the 

U.S. Ambassador's job inevitably touches on American business interests. Singa
pore's penal ~o~e c~imimi.lizes hotnosexuality{ a~d the. country offers ~-o pr(?tectiof!s 
a:gams_t discnmination on the basis of sexua onentat1on and gender identity. This 
,poses a negative impact not only on U.8. companies' gay and lesbian employees and 
families, but on talent assignment by Americo.n companies. What would you do as 
~bas~ado!_j_ in partners,hip with U.S. companies, to encoura&e Si~gapore to rescind 
1ts anti-LG~T laws and offer employment and other protections for LGBT people? 

Answer. LGBT Tights are a topic of discussion in our , conversations with the 
Singaporean Government. We continue to u~e equal treatment for all and to under
score our commitment to diversity and in.clusion. If confirmed, I will en~age not only 
with the Singaporean Government, ·but also with civil society organizations, the pn
vate sector, and like-minded missions to further these discussions. 

Question 18. Singapore-bnBed businesses have been accused in recent years of 
helping North Korea evade sanctions. In 2014, the Singapore-registered Chinpo 
Shipping company was crimina!ly charged in Singapore for doing business with 
North Korea's Ocean Maritime Management company, which had been the target 
of international sanctions. If confirmed, how do you see your role as making sure 
that Singapore fully implements and enforces its international commitments made 
to Singapore? 

Answer. North Korea's provocations threaten international _peace and security. 
Singap~re has reiterated its c~mmitl!lent to fu~ly /mplement. all UN ~ecurity Council 
resolutions on North Korea, mcludmg estabhsbmg new Visa reqwrements for all 
DPRK passport holders. If confirmed, I will continue to work closely with Singapore 
to coordinate our diplomatic, mi]itar_y, and economic response to North Korea's nu
clear, ballistic missile, ll'Od proliferation programs. 

Question 19. What role do you think Singapore should play in addressing mari
time tensions in the South China Sea? 

Answer. Singapore is a critical partner, in promoting a regional architecture that 
maintains security and promotes economic prosperity across the Asia-Pacific. Singa
pore is one of the founding members of ASEAN, an.d views ASEAN as a forum to 
manage maritime disputes in the South China Sea. We believe that Singapore bas 
an important role to play in helping bring forward a unified ASEAN posifion that 
bolsters international law and calls for peaceful settlement of disputes. As China's 
country coordinator in ASEAN for the next few years, Singapore will a lso play a sig
nificant role in shaping the substance of Code of Conduct negotiations between 
ASEAN and China. 

Question 20. If confirmed, how will you ensure that Singapore and the United 
States work productively to address tensions and seek common interests in the 
South China Sea? 

Answer. Singapore has a national intetest in ensuring freedoms of navigation and 
overfl ight , respect for international law, unimpeded lawful commerce, and the 
peaceful resolution of disputes in the South China Sea. If confirmed, I will continue 
to discuss with Singapore how we can uphold rights and freedoms in the South 
China Sea that are reflected in international law. 

Question 21. Singapore was one of 11 nations that negotiated the proposed Trans
Pacific Partnership (TPP) trade agreement with the United States. In an October 
2016 inl:erview, Singapore Prime MiniBter Lee Hsien Loong said failure to ratify the 
profosed TPP would be "a very big setback for America," and that the result would 
be your standing goes down with many countries around the world." If con.firmed 
how will you address cancems about. U.S. credibi'Jity and leadership in regional and 
global trade policy voiced by Singapore, a nation heavily dependent on trade? 

Answer. Our economic engagement in the Asia-Pacific does not depend on a single 
agreement or initiative. The United State·s remains fully committed to strength
ening its economic relationships across the region, including in Singapore. The Asia
Pacific remains a top priority for this administration because it is hugely consequen
tial to the future security and economic prosp.erity of the United States. The high 
tempo of engagement by senior officials tn Asia reflects tl1e administration's focus 
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on the region. The United States and Singapore have enjoyed a free trade agree
ment (FTA) since 2004, and we co11ti,1u1:: Lo wutk l.ol'\til.hw· wiLli Si11gupurt1 Utl'uugh 
our membership in APEC and engagement through ASEAN to promote free and fair 
trade in the region. lf confirmed, 1 will continue to work with Singapore to promote 
econom.ic growth and high standards for trade and investment throughout the re
gion. 

Question 22. What role does Singapore play in the Trump administration 's strat
egy in Asia? 

Answer. Singapore's strategic location in Southeast Asia makes it a hub for people 
and goods transiting through the region. It is a key partner for the United States 
on counter-proliferation, counterterrorism, and cybersecurity-priority issues for 
both. of our countries. Our coo_peration on both the military and law-enforcement 
fronts is substantial , and based. on 50 years of partnership. If confirmed, I will en
gage immediately and effectively with the highest levels of Singaporean Government 
to determine how to strengthen our partnership in these areas, and to empower my 
staff to grow the working level relationships that are key to day-to-day cooperation. 

Question. 23. Do you see Singapore's role as different compared to its role during 
the Obama administration ? 

An.ewer. Singapore's role under the current administration is deeply important 
and bilateral relations remain strong. The U.S.-Singapore relationship is anchored 
by enduring economic and political ties, and for over 50 years we have enjoyed a 
close partnership based on our shared vision for peace and prosperity. 

Qu tion 24. How do you a !;!! s U . .- i.ngapo e security relati!ms follo'l'.•ing the 
2015 signing of an "enhanced" Strategic Framework Agreement? 

Answer. Singapore is one of our strongest defense partners in Southeaat Asia, and 
is committed to regional stability and security. Singapore provides the U.S. military 
access to bases, ports, and runways and has over 1,000 military personnel and four 
permanent air force detachments training in the United States. 

Question 25. Where do you see opportunities for closer cooperation in areas where 
the United States and Singapore could benefit from doing more? 

Answer. As technological advancement continues to create a more inter-connected 
world that is increasingly vulnerable to cyber threats, greater cyber security co
operation would benefit both Singapore and the United States. Singapore leads the 
region on cyber -security. In 2016, it launched the ASEAN Ministerial Conference 
on Cybersecurity and a $7.5 million r~onal capacity building program. Through 
the U.S.-Singapore Third Country Traimng Proi;i:am, the United States nnd Singa
pore are working closely together to conduct Joint capacity building courses and 
trainings for countries across Southeast Asia in areas such as cyber security and 
crber-crime. If confirmed, I will continue to support efforts to deepen our cybersecu
nty cooperation, and work closely with our Singapore partners to identify all areas 
of potential collaboration in our mutual intE!rests. 

Question 26. How do you assess the utility of the Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) rota
tions that began in 2013? 

Answer. The Littoral Combat Ship rotations underscore strong U.S.-Singapore de
fense ties. The strategic benefits of our cooperation with Singapore are considerable. 
In addition to supporting rotational deployments of U.S. P-8 aircraft and U.S. Lit
toral Combat Ships, Singapore allows U.S. Navy helicopters to use its airfields. 

RESPONSES TO AN ADDITIONAL QUESTION FOR THE RECORD 
SUBMITTED TO K.T. McFARLAND BY SENATOR TIM KAINE 

Views on Brexit 
Question . During your hearing, I asked you if press reports about your support 

for tl1e Brexit vote were accura.te. You testified that you believed that the will of 
the British people should be respected. Wben I asked you in. follow up whether you 
had ever expressed personal support; or opposition for Brexit, you could not recall. 

Press accounts reveal that you celebrated Brexit, callini it Britain's opportunity 
to "leave a sinking ship" and said that nEurope is collapstng," comparing it to the 
Titank ln a June 24, 2016 article titled "After Brex.it: Mr. Trump (or Mrs. Clinton) 
let's resurrect the Anglo-American alliance," you wrote: "The British people just 
voted to take back self-rule from the faceless, u.naccountable, attogant, power-grab
bing bureaucrats in Brussels." 
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• Can you explain why you suprorted Brexit, i.f you still hold that it was a posi
tive outcome for the UK and Europe, whether you still believe that EU officials 
are "arrogant, power-grabbing bureaucrats," and whether you continue to be
lieve that Europe is collapsing? 

Answer. I supported the view held by many conservatives, especially in the Tory 
Party, th1;1t British sovereignty was being eroded in fa¥or of the European Union. 
One British politician in particular who helped shape my views was Steve Htlton, 
former Senior_ Adviser to Prime Minister David Cameron. According to them, Brexit 
would allow British to reclaim sovereignty over issues like immigration, regulatory 
refonn and pursue a pro-growth economic policy, cut taxes and slow the expansion 
of the welfare state. 

Since the Brexit vote, the IMF has predicl.t!d Lind, Ll1e BriLish ecunumy will expand 
by 2 percent in 2017, making it one of the fastest growing economies in Europe, and 
the second fastest-growing advanced economy after the U.S.I believe that the con
stant expansion of the welfare state in many European countries, coupled with slow 
economic growth and high deficits, plus the added financial

6
sociaJ services and se

curity burden of large influx of migrants in some of the rnem er states will put pres
sure on these states as well as the European Union. 

RESPONSES TO AN ADDITIONAL QUESTION FOR THE RECORD 
SUBMITTED TO KT. McFARLAND BY SENATOR CORY BOOKER 

Question 1. You wrote an op-ed titled "Putin is the one who really deiierves that 
Nobel pe~ce prize." In that piece~ regarding Pre~idei:it Obama's Syria policy, you say 
that ''.Putin has saved the world trom near-certain disaster." 

• Do you agree that Putin regularly has dissidents, opposition leaders and jour
nalists jailed or murdered? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question 2. Considering your op-ed on Putin was regarding Syria ~!icy, do you 

disagree with the assessment that Russian forces are actively supportmg the Assad 
regime through airstrikes that have killed thousands of Syrians, particularly in 
Aleppo? 

Answer. No. I don't disagree. 
To put that opinion piece in contex.t, I wrote it in 2013, aft.er Russia offered to 

take the lead in brokering a O.S.-Russian-Syrian deal to dismantle Syria's chemical 
weapon.e stockpile. At the time President Obama and Secretary Kerry praised the 
Ru1i!lians, as did most members of Congress from both sides of the political aisle . 
. ln the four years since, hbwe;ver, ~ussia _ha~ \n\laded UJ:<raine, mu·r~ered. ~·rposi

tmn leaders, propped up Assad u~ spite ofb1s V1~1ous pursU1t of t~e Srnan CIYl; '!'.ar, 
and stood by while the Assad regime used chemical weapons against its own c1vtl1an 
population, including women and children. 

One of the early issues the Trump administration confronted was Assad's renewed 
use of chemical weapons with attacks against innocent civilians, including women 
and children. I strongly supported the President's decision to attack the Syrian air
field involved in those attacks. 

Question 3. According to Politico, while you served as Deputy National Security 
Advisor, you gave President Trump a fake 1970s Time magazine cover warning of 
a coming ice age. The pbotoshopped magazine cover circu.lated arou.nd the internet 
several years ago, but was debunked in 2013. 

You also reportedly gave President Trump another fake 2008 Time magazine 
cover about surviving global warming. President Trump reportedly "got lathered up 
about the media's hypocrisy'' but "staff chas~d down the truth and intervened before 
Trump or tweeted or talked publicly about it." 

• Did you provide President Trump "fake news" about climate change to promote 
a policy position antagonistic to the Paris climate agreement? 

Answer. No. 
Senator Booker, Thank you for the opportunity to set the record straight. 
It was an honest mistake on my staff's part, with no intention to deceive or to 

make the case against climate change. 
l do believe the climate is changing, and that humanl:l play a role in it. I would 

alst:1 point out that my husband was one of the founding directors of the World Re
sources Institute in the early 1980s, one of the early pro-environmental policy 
groups in the country. He had my full support in that endeavor. 
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Question 4. If yes, why did you provide President Trump fake Time magazine cov
ers taking conLrasLing µo,siLium1 u11 cliuutltl d11t11gtl? 

Answer. NIA 
Question 5. Recent reporting has suggested that Lt. Gen. Flynn was warned by 

senior members of President Trump's transition team about the risks of his contacts 
with Russian ambassador Sergey Kisklak. Flynn was reportedly told during a late 
November meeting that Russian ambassador Sergey Kislyak's conversations were 
almost certainly being monitored by U.S. intelligence agencies, officials said, a cau
tion that came a month before Flynn was recorded discussing U.S. sanctions against 
RUBsia with Kislyak. 

Trump transition official MarshaJJ Billinsr;:lea, warned Flynn that Kislyak was 
likely a target of U.S. surveillance and t.hatblS communications-whether with U.S. 
persons or superiors in Moscow-were undoubtedly being monitored by the FBJ and 
National Security Agency, according to officials familiar with the exchange. 
Billiogslea then said that he would obtain a copy of the profile of Kislyak, officials 
said, a document that Billingslea urged Flynn to read if he were going to commu
nicate with the Russian envoy. Flynn's reaction was noncommittal, officials said, 
neither objecting to the feedback nor signaling agreement. Shortly thereafter, during 
the week of Nov. 28, BHlingslea and other transition officialG met with lower level 
Obama administration officials in the Situation Room at the White House. 

Furthermore, Ranking Member of the House Oversight and Government Reform 
Committee Elijah Cummings sent a letter to Vice President-elect and Dil'ector of the 
Transition Miles Pence on November 28, 2016, outlining Flynn's Russian and Turk
·sh conflicts of interest. I th t l tter, R nkit g Me,i Le,· Cu111111i11gs ex..,licitly luid 
out how Lt. Gen. Flynn's firm was being paid to lobby on behalf of Turkish business 
interests closely connected to Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. The letter 
also made cleal' the Flynn was paid to travel t-0 Moscow for a speech in December 
2015 and join Russian President Vladimir Putin at the head table during a dinner 
honoring the Kremlin-backed media network RT. 

• Did you ever discuss any of General l:<'lynn's contacts with Russian ambassador 
Sergey Kislyak directly with General Flynn? 

Answer. I am not aware of any of the issues or events as described above. 
Question 6. As a Trump transition official, did you have any contacts with .Russian 

officials all;er your meeting with Ambassador Kislyak at the Republican National 
Convention? 

Answer. As a first matter, I did not meet Ambai!sador Kislyak at the Republican 
National Convention. He was one of two hundred or so attendees at the Global Part
ners in Diplomacy Conference hosted by the Republican National Committee, the 
Heritage Foundation and the State Department for members of the diplomatic 
corps. 1 understand a similar event was held for the Diplomatic Cor_ps at the Demo
cra.tic National Convention. 

1 was the moderator of a multi-person panel discussion on then-candidate Trump's 
foreign policy held at Case Western Reserve University. When we opened the noor 
to questions Ii-om the audience, Ambassador Kislyak asked .a question of the panel. 
r had no personal contact with the Ambassador; in fact, I did not know who he was 
until after he identi:fied himself to the aud.ience during hil; question. 

To the best of my recollection, the only other occasion when I encountered any 
Russian officials as a national security adviser to then-candidate or President-Elect 
Trump was in a receiving line on January 19, 2017. I gave a speech at a luncheon 
hosted by the Business Council for International Understanding for approximately 
100 members of the diplomatic corps and business community. Ambassador Kislyak 
attended the luncheon, and we exchanged brief pleasantries in the receiving line, 
as I did with the 30 or so diplomat.s and busi.nessmen who participated in the re
ceiving line. 

To the best of my knowledge, I did not encounter any other Russian officials dur
ing the transition. 

Question 7. Were you aware of General Flynn's conversation with Russian ambas
sador Sergey Kislyak on December 29, 2016 at any point before Vice President 
Pence's interview with CBS's "Face the nation' on January 15, 2017? lf you were 
aware cif Flynn's conversation with the Russian ambassador prior to Penoe's inter
view, did you discuss Flynn's contact with Kislyak with Pence -or any other senior 
transition officials? 

Answer. Any conversation.a I may or may not have had with General Flynn would 
ha.ve been confidential. As such, it would be inappropriate for me to comment on 
them. 
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Question 8. If you were aware of Flynn's conversation with the Russian ambas
sador prior to Pence's interview, did you discuss Flynn's contact with Kislyak with 
Pence or any other senior transition officials? 

Answer. Any conversations I may or may not have had with the Vice President 
would have been confidential. As such, it would be inappropriate for me to comment 
on them. 

Question 9 Did you participate in any transition team meetings with Obama offi
cials regarding General Flynn? 

Answer. No. 
Question 10. After Vice President Elect Pence received the November 18, 2016 

from Congressman Cummings regarding General Flynn's lobbying for Turkish int.P.r
ests and paid appearance with Russian President Vladimir Putin, were you made 
aware of this letter? 

Answer. No. 
Question. 11. Did you ever discuss Ranking_ Member Cummings November 18, 

2016 letter to Vice President Pence with Vice President Pence? If so, when? Please 
provide details on the nature of those conversations if they took place. 

Answer. Any conversations I may or may not have had with the Vice President 
would have been confidential. As such, it would be inappropriate for me to comment 
on them. However, generally speaking, the letter described above would have been 
outside of my area of responsibility. 

Question 12. Were you ever in contact with Vice President elect Pence, transition 
official Marshall Billingslea or other transition officials about General Flynn's work 
on behalf of Turkey or Russian payments? 

Answer. Any conversations I may or may not have had with the Vice President 
would h11ve been ere confidential. As such, it would be inappropriate for me to com
ment on them. However, the topic described above would have been outside of my 
area of responsibility. 

Question 13. Did you ever speak to transition official Marshall Billingslea about 
his meeting with General Flynn in la.te November 2016 where Billingslea expressed 
concern to Michael Flynn about his con.tacts with Russian ambassador Sergey 
Kislyak? 

Answer. Any conversations I may or may not have had with Marshall Billingslea 
would have been confidential. As such, it would be inappropriate for me to comment 
on them. However, the topic described above would have been outside of my area 
of responsibility. 
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LETTERS SUBMITTED IN SUPPORT OF K.T. McFARLAND'S 
CONFIRMATION As U.S. AMBASSADOR TO SINGAPORE 

HENRY A. K!SSL."IGRJ\ 

J1,1ly 10, 2017 

Dear Mr. Chalrmim : 

l understand that you are preparing to consider K.T. Mcfarland to be 
Amerl1.:a·~ ,,~itl Ambassador to Singapore. J am wr1t1119 to encourage her 
confirmation . 

1 have k.nown K.T. since she joined my national security staff in 1970 while 
she wes studying at Georgt' W.t<:hington Univt:rsity. She continued to serve 
on that staff throughout the Nixon and Ford Administrations with Increasing 
responslbiliti~~. Wh..,,, 1 ro,Unid from government In J971, she iolloweo me 
to the Center for Strategic and lntl!rnetlonel Studies, where she spent <1 
summer working in rnv office as a research assistant. As a graduate student 
at Oxford, K.T. hetr,ed conduct research for the first volume of my rnemoirs. 

Since then, over decades, J have watched her career evolve; she has been a 
speechwrlter, a spokesper.ron, a commentator, and most recently, an 
advisor to P(esldent Tr1Jmp. The r atlonsh1ps she has developed with th€ 
President as well a~ with foreign dignitaries wlll serve her wel'I as 
Ambas.sador. And In addition t.o her experte,"e and her relationships, J am 
certain K.T. will bring to tie position t11:r oJstomary Intelligence, skill, and 
style. l !:lrongly recommend her conPirmation . 

Senator Bob Corker 
Chairman 
Senate Fort>ign Relations Committee 
185 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

Best rl.>gards, / 

; /. /"---! ---
H;;;;-,Klsslnger 

TWE~T'I' ,ttTH ~· Of;p. 3!50 Plr.R.!i. .'\\'E~UE NE,.,' YOt<.K ~tia· 'fOltJ. lUU1:~, 1;;: .~) 7!'iiijj-7-.)19 

fAC.'"iolld :E~ ,:::!.12;, i'!:;:J-o'.',n4:?. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHIN<IITON 

July 19, 2017 

I fully and enthusiastically endorse the nomination of Kathleen 
Troia McFarland to be the United States Ambassador to the 
Republic of Singapore. 

I got to know KT in my first days as President Trqmp's National 
security Advisor. I came into my first Washington-based job 
under challenging conditions and KT was there for me and the 
National Security Council. She provided the continuity and 
institutional knowledge to set us on the right path to becoming 
the disciplined organization the President wants, responeive to 
his guidance and respected across the interagency. I quickly 
came to rely on her advice on pressing challenges that were upon 
us from North Korea to Syria to Iran. KT, with her unflappable 
professionalism and good humor, even made those days enjoyable, 
qualities that will serve her in good stead as a diplomat 
representing our country. 

Even more importantly, KT goes into her new role with the full 
and personal support of President Trwnp. Singapore is a key 
strategic partner in a critical part of the world, and they will 
know they are getting an Ambassador who has a direct line to the 
Secretary of State and the President, as well as to her 
colleagues on the National Security Council. 

Combined with her deep experience in national security circles 
dating back to her work for her mentor Dr. Henry Kissinger, 
these attributes will make her a fonnidable voice for America on 
the international stage. I am pleased to be in the position to 
strongly recommend her for your approval, and only sorry my 
schedule did not allow me to do it in person. 

Please contact my office with any additional questions. 
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~«~ 
Lieutenant General , Uni t ed Scates Anny 
Assistant to the President for 

Natio~al Security Aftaire 

Senator Bob Corker 
Chairman 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
105 Dirksen senate Office Building 
Washinoton, DC 20510 




