
 
 
 
 

June 4, 2020 
 
The Honorable Stephen E. Biegun 
Deputy Secretary of State 
U.S. Department of State 
2201 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20520 
 
Deputy Secretary Biegun: 
 
I write to express my deep disappointment and disgust at the State Department’s selective 
response to Congress on what appears to be purely political grounds. 
 
Under this administration, the Department has stonewalled all documents from Democratic 
members of Congress related to the withholding of U.S. security assistance to Ukraine, even 
defying lawful subpoenas. It has not provided any documents about the shameful early removal 
of Ambassador Marie Yovanovitch, a decision that allowed foreign influence to infect our 
national security. Nor did it produce information about how the Department came to possess and 
disseminate a packet of foreign disinformation aimed at undermining U.S. policy and 
discrediting a U.S. ambassador.  
 
On September 24, 2019, I requested records that would shed light on why the executive branch 
stalled congressionally-appropriated funds to an ally fighting Russian aggression. On September 
27, 2019, I sought information about what the Department knew about foreign attempts to seek 
Ambassador Yovanovitch’s removal. On October 10, 2019, I requested information about steps 
the Department took to protect that U.S. ambassador. 
 
I have received no response to these requests. None.  
 
Yet, even as these and other requests about urgent national security and foreign policy concerns 
were ignored for months, the Department found it appropriate to prioritize and produce 
thousands of pages of Ukraine-related documents to the Republican Chairmen of other Senate 
Committees. 
 
Worse, these requests seek information designed to advance false conspiracy theories, including 
that Ukraine, not Russia, interfered in the 2016 U.S. elections. President Vladimir Putin has 
gleefully pushed this theory—a theory that President Trump’s homeland security advisor called 
“debunked” and his former Russia Director on the National Security Council warned was a 
“fictional narrative that has been perpetrated and propagated by the Russian security services 
themselves.”  
 



The administration has also argued that its response to the global pandemic means congressional 
requests have to take a temporary back seat. Yet, in early April, it eagerly produced additional 
documents to Republican Committee Chairmen that have no bearing on current national security 
priorities, and zero relevance to the pandemic.  

In recent weeks, Republican Committee Chairmen with little or no jurisdiction over the 
Department have made other requests to the Department, which seek information that is similarly 
irrelevant to U.S. national security. If the Department expends taxpayer resources on these 
unprincipled requests, it would be serving only the partisan purposes of congressional 
Republicans, not U.S. policy or U.S. taxpayers. And it would only further amplify the very 
Russian disinformation campaigns that have plagued the nation over the last four years. 

This Department’s track record on transparency and responsiveness is already at the lowest point 
I have encountered in my nearly three decades in Congress. These actions threaten to degrade the 
Department’s reputation and signal that it is willing to be weaponized to further the President’s 
political, not policy, agenda. It should go without saying that the State Department should remain 
above this fray. And if the Department sees it appropriate to send thousands of pages to other 
Committees, it should, at a minimum, also provide them to the primary Committee of 
jurisdiction. 

The oversight role of Congress is not a perfunctory responsibility subject to the whims of 
executive branch agencies. It is a constitutionally-vested authority that Congress must uphold 
with the utmost gravity. I know that you understand the importance of the executive branch’s 
responsibility to respond to and engage with Congress in good faith and for the public interest, 
and I look forward to hearing how you plan to do so.  

I have attached my still-outstanding requests. I look forward to promptly receiving a response to 
them, as well as the complete set of documents previously provided to other Senate Committees 
on Ukraine.  

Sincerely, 

Robert Menendez 
Ranking Member 

Enclosed: 
Letter to Secretary Pompeo requesting information and documents regarding the withholding of 
security assistance to Ukraine, September 24, 2019 
Letter to Secretary Pompeo requesting information related to the Trump-Zelensky phone call and 
related issues, September 27, 2019 
Letter to Secretary Pompeo regarding the dismissal of Ambassador Yovanovitch, October 10, 
2019 




















