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NOMINATIONS 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 13, 2022 

U.S. SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS, 

Washington, DC. 
The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:00 a.m., in Room 

SD–419, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Brian Schatz pre-
siding. 

Present: Senators Schatz [presiding], Cardin, Coons, Murphy, 
Kaine, Markey, Booker, Van Hollen, Romney, Young, and Hagerty. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. BRIAN SCHATZ, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

Senator SCHATZ. Good morning. The Senator Foreign Relations 
Committee will come to order. We are here today to consider sev-
eral important nominations: Mr. Dean Thompson to be Ambassador 
to Nepal, Mr. Robert Godec to be the Ambassador to Thailand, Mr. 
Yohannes Abraham to be the Ambassador to the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations, Mr. Richard Buangan to be the Ambas-
sador to Mongolia, and Marie C. Damour, to be the Ambassador to 
the Republics of Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru, the Kingdom of Tonga, and 
Tuvalu. 

Senator Van Hollen is here to introduce Mr. Thompson, so I will 
now turn it over to him to make his introduction. 

STATEMENT OF HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM MARYLAND 

Senator VAN HOLLEN. Well thank you, Mr. Chairman and Rank-
ing Member Romney. Let me start by congratulating all of the 
nominees here today and thank you for your service. 

I have the special privilege, Mr. Chairman, of introducing Presi-
dent Biden’s nominee to serve as our next United States Ambas-
sador to Nepal, Mr. Dean R. Thompson. President Biden selected 
a nominee with impeccable credentials, sterling character, and a 
deep knowledge of U.S. diplomacy, and he has also wisely selected 
a Marylander who holds a master’s degree from the University of 
Maryland and represents the very best of our state. 

As a career member of the Foreign Service, Dean Thompson has 
served overseas in Malaysia, Romania, India, Paraguay, Ban-
gladesh, and Sri Lanka. Here at home he served in several leader-
ship roles within the State Department, including poses as the Di-
rector of the State Department’s Executive Secretariat staff, Dep-
uty Director of the State Department Operations Center, and Di-
rector of the Operations Center Crisis Management staff. He cur-
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rently serves as the Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for South 
and Central Asian Affairs and stepped up to serve as Acting Assist-
ant Secretary from 2020 to 2021. 

I believe each of these experiences, which span over 25 years of 
service to our nation, have provided Mr. Thompson with a deep 
knowledge of U.S. foreign policy and how to connect effectively with 
local communities in Nepal, should this committee confirm his 
nomination. 

Beyond this extraordinary resume, Dean Thompson is a man of 
exemplary character. He is regarded within the State Department 
as someone who not only possesses the strength to lead but also 
has the heart to fully invest in the well-being and success of those 
who work for him. He is composed and kind and equal measure, 
always committed to getting the job done with efficiency, respect, 
and decency. 

He is supported in all these things by his family, and I want to 
salute his wife, Jane, and his mother, Linda, who are with us in 
the hearing room today. Thank you very much for being here. And 
I want to give a shout-out to his father, his children, and his new 
grandson, all of whom are watching online. 

I grew up in a Foreign Service family. I lived in some of the 
countries where Dean Thompson has served, and I know the chal-
lenges and the opportunities of having a parent represent our na-
tion overseas. I want to commend Dean Thompson, the Thompson 
family, and the Foreign Service Officers and families, families of 
Foreign Service Officers in this room, and all around the world. 
They are on the front lines of advancing America’s priorities 
abroad, and those of us in the United States Congress must commit 
ourselves every day to honor their service and their sacrifice 
through our work here in the Capitol. 

Also growing up in a Foreign Service family taught me how to 
spot a good diplomat. I know a good one when I see one, and Dean 
Thompson is truly a diplomat in every sense of the world. He will 
be ready to go on day one, and colleagues, I urge this committee 
to support his nomination. Thank you. 

Senator SCHATZ. Thank you, Senator Van Hollen. Congratula-
tions to all of you. You are all qualified for these positions, and we 
thank you for being willing to serve at this challenging time. We 
also especially thank your families, and when you have an oppor-
tunity to address the committee we would welcome your introduc-
tion of your family. 

If confirmed, Mr. Thompson would serve during an important 
time in U.S.-Nepalese relations. Nepal is one of the few countries 
in the region to condemn Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Earlier this 
year, the Nepalese Parliament approved a $500 million in infra-
structure grant from the Millennium Challenge Corporation, a deci-
sion met with protests from citizens who were concerned about 
American influence in their country, and just last month the Nepa-
lese government cancelled its participation in the U.S. State Part-
nership Program. These actions followed a concerted Chinese gov-
ernment disinformation campaign. It is vital that the U.S. Ambas-
sador to Nepal be able to navigate this landscape and reassure the 
people of Nepal that America is their ally. Mr. Thompson’s depth 
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of experience in this region makes him well-qualified to take on 
this important post. 

Robert Godec is a career diplomat who most recently served as 
Acting Assistant Secretary for the Bureau of African Affairs at the 
Department of State. He served as U.S. Ambassador to Kenya from 
2013 to 2019, and U.S. Ambassador to Tunisia from 2006 to 2009. 
During his long career he has also held positions as the Assistant 
Office Director for Thailand and Burma in the Bureau of East 
Asian and Pacific Affairs and Director for Southeast Asian Affairs 
at the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative. 

Thailand is a major non-NATO ally with the largest economy in 
mainland Southeast Asia. Secretary Blinken was in Bangkok this 
past week and signed two cooperation agreements with his Thai 
counterpart to deepen ties between our two nations, saying, ‘‘We 
are taking the partnership between us fully into the 21st century.’’ 

Thailand is also a member of the Indo-Pacific Economic Forum 
and a key partner in a free and open Indo-Pacific. Mr. Godec’s wide 
breadth of experience, which includes previous work on Thailand 
and regional trade issues make him an excellent nominee for this 
position at this critical time. 

Yohannes Abraham currently serves as Deputy Assistant to the 
President, Chief of Staff, and Executive Secretary of the National 
Security Council. He has worked in the Executive branch in var-
ious capacities, including as a Senior Advisor to the National Eco-
nomic Council and a Deputy Assistant to the President for Inter-
governmental Affairs and Public Engagement during the Obama 
administration. 

In his current position, Mr. Abraham has cultivated valuable ex-
perience helping plan and execute the 2021 and 2022 U.S.-ASEAN 
Summits, the President’s first trip to Asia, and the Vice President’s 
trip to Vietnam and Singapore. The United States must continue 
to engage with ASEAN on issues of international significance, in-
cluding climate change and infrastructure development, and Mr. 
Abraham is well-suited to take on this task. 

Richard Buangan is a career member of the Senior Foreign Serv-
ice, Class of Minister-Counselor. He most recently served as Acting 
Assistant Secretary in the Bureau of Global Public Affairs at the 
State Department and prior to that he served as Deputy Assistant 
Secretary in the Bureau of East Asia and Pacific Affairs. Mr. 
Buangan also lived in my home state of Hawaii for part of his 
childhood, when his dad was in the Navy, and I understand that 
his dad is here today. Congratulations. I am sure you are very 
proud. 

Mongolia is a vast nation surrounded by Russia and China and 
a young democracy. It is more important than ever that the United 
States continue its friendship with the Mongolian people and find 
opportunities to collaborate on issues, including energy independ-
ence and economic development, and Mr. Buangan is well-qualified 
to do so. 

Marie Damour is a career member of the Senior Foreign Service 
who has served as Council General in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, 
since 2019. She previously served as Director in the Office of Mari-
time Southeast Asia in the Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Af-
fairs as well as in the Office of Policy Coordination and Public Af-
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fairs in the Bureau of Consular Affairs. She was also the Deputy 
Chief of Mission as well as the Chargé d’Affaires at the U.S. Em-
bassy in Wellington, New Zealand. 

Ms. Damour has been nominated to represent our nation in five 
Pacific Island countries: Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru, Tonga, and Tuvalu, 
that cover thousands of square miles of ocean. These nations are 
important partners, and the United States must genuinely engage 
with them on issues that are of concern to the region, from IUU 
fishing to sea level rise threatening their very existence. 

I have spoken with ambassadors from many of the countries that 
Ms. Damour will be working with, if confirmed, and there are ur-
gent needs in these communities that the United States has unfor-
tunately neglected for too long. I am encouraged by the commit-
ments Vice President Harris made at the Pacific Island Forum 
leaders’ meeting yesterday, including plans to establish U.S. em-
bassies in Kiribati and Tonga, appoint an envoy to the Pacific Is-
land Forums, bring the Peace Corps back to the Pacific, and make 
progress towards re-establishing a USAID regional mission for the 
Pacific in Suva. I am sure you will be directly involved in many of 
these efforts, and if confirmed, I look forward to speaking with you 
more about how the United States can expand its engagement in 
the region. 

There are few jobs as important as confirming nominees to be 
U.S. Ambassador. It is my honor to chair this hearing, especially 
given that all five of these nominees, if confirmed, will represent 
the United States in the Indo-Pacific, a region critical to our for-
eign policy and national security. These positions require vast 
skills and experience, and you all have it. 

I now yield to the Ranking Member, Senator Romney. 

STATEMENT OF HON. MITT ROMNEY, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM UTAH 

Senator ROMNEY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for your comments, 
and thank you to each of the nominees for your willingness to 
again take on the mantle of service for our nation in a region of 
the world which is critical for the citizens there but also critical for 
the interest of the United States, given the dynamic of authori-
tarian promotion by the Communist Chinese Party as well as a rec-
ognition that this is a critical time in history as it relates to major 
global issues. 

I appreciate your willingness to serve our country and to rep-
resent our interests. Our friends and allies are important in Asia, 
one because we value friendship and we value the relations we 
have with these nations, but also because of our strategic objectives 
in the region, and that is only going to become more necessary as 
China continues down its path of malign behavior. 

Mr. Chairman, rather than reading through my opening com-
ments I would ask that they be included in the record so that we 
can hear from the nominees and move directly to questions. 

Senator SCHATZ. Without objection. Thank you, Senator Romney. 
[The prepared statement of Senator Romney follows:] 
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF SENATOR MITT ROMNEY 

Thank you to our nominees for being here today and for your commitment to 
serve our country and represent our nation’s interest abroad as ambassadors. Our 
friends and allies in Asia are not just important, but necessary for meeting U.S. 
strategic objectives around the world, and will only become more necessary if China 
continues down its path of malign behavior. 

China’s quest to become the world’s leading power-economically, militarily, and 
geopolitically-is the central challenge of the 21st Century. We must link arms with 
our friends and allies to confront China, to push the Chinese Communist Party to 
abandon its predatory policies, and demand that China abide by international 
norms and rules. We must also the cause of freedom around the world-including 
holding the CCP accountable for the atrocities they commit against the Uyghur peo-
ple and other ethnic minorities. 

Southeast Asia is a vibrant region of growing strategic important to the future 
of a free and open Indo-Pacific. ASEAN nations are feeling pressure from China 
given its close proximity and influence-especially as China continues to make invest-
ments in energy, critical minerals, and other areas. Expanding concrete economic 
engagement in the region is what our partners most want to see, and it’s crucial 
for the U.S. economy as well. Mr. Abraham, I look forward to hearing from you how, 
if confirmed, you will work to find ways to leverage that existing strength and part-
nership in the region so that we can grow them further. A persistent advocate for 
tangible ways to expand this economic engagement is critical in this role. 

Thailand is a significant treaty ally within ASEAN-and a critical partner in the 
areas of energy and infrastructure. Mr. Godec, I hope to hear from you how, if con-
firmed as Ambassador to Thailand, you will work to not only support our close mili-
tary relationship with the Thais, but prioritize ensuring the country remains a will-
ing partner on providing opportunities for cross-border humanitarian assistance into 
Burma. 

I’m proud that the Utah Guard was able to deliver life-saving COVID supplies 
and equipment to Nepal last summer. I also applaud the decision by the Federal 
Parliament of Nepal to ratify its Millennium Challenge Corporation compact. Mr. 
Thompson, if confirmed, one of your crucial tasks as our next Ambassador will be 
overseeing its implementation, and we have to get this right. 

Mr. Buangan, as you are aware, Mongolia, a growing democracy and great part-
ner to the U.S., is unfortunately wedged between two increasingly aggressive au-
thoritarian powers: Russia and China. We must ensure that the U.S. remains active 
in the country and consider ways to expand our economic, development, and defense 
relationship. I’d like to hear from you on how, if confirmed as Ambassador to Mon-
golia, you will work to increase U.S.-Mongolia trade, and its trade with other coun-
tries, to reduce economic dependence on China and Russia. 

The United States is a longstanding partner of the Pacific Islands, and given Chi-
na’s encroachment, it is imperative that we solidify and amplify U.S. presence in 
the region. Notably, Fiji recently helped the U.S. seize the yacht of a Russian oli-
garch. The next U.S. Ambassador to Fiji needs to come to the table with concrete 
ideas for strengthening our ties in area such as health, education, investment, de-
fense, and the environment. Ms. Damour, I would like to hear from you how, if con-
firmed, you would work to build collaboration with allies and partners, including 
Taiwan. 

I look forward to hearing from you all on the issues I outlined, and should you 
be confirmed, I urge you all to use your roles to promote the values of freedom and 
democracy abroad and work to dissuade China from pursuing its predatory path. 

Thank you, and I will now turn it back to Senator Schatz. 

Senator SCHATZ. We will now proceed to testimony and we will 
start with Mr. Godec. 

STATEMENT OF THE HON. ROBERT F. GODEC, OF VIRGINIA, A 
CAREER MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, 
CLASS OF CAREER MINISTER, NOMINATED TO BE AMBAS-
SADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE KINGDOM OF THAI-
LAND 

Mr. GODEC. Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member, and members of 
the committee, thank you for the opportunity to appear before you 
as President Biden’s nominee to be the next U.S. Ambassador to 
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the Kingdom of Thailand. I want to thank President Biden and 
Secretary Blinken for their confidence in me. If confirmed, I look 
forward to working with Congress to advance U.S. interests in 
Thailand and the Indo-Pacific region. 

I would like to introduce to you my wife, Lori Magnusson, who 
is here today. Lori has been a source of inspiration, strength, and 
wisdom through our years together. Lori’s constant love, support, 
and partnership have been extraordinary, and I owe much to her. 
Next to Lori is Brittany Jones, who is an exceptional caregiver and 
provides much support to Lori. I would also like to express my pro-
found thanks to my mother, Nancy Dietrich, for all she has done 
for me. She is watching online this morning. 

Thailand has a rich history, remarkable culture, extraordinary 
beauty, and exceptional people. It has been a partner for the 
United States since 1833. Together, we have woven a rich tapestry 
of ties that are government-to-government, business-to-business, 
university-to-university, NGO-to-NGO, and people-to-people. We 
have improved security in the region, faced global public health 
challenges, deepened mutual prosperity, and advanced the fight 
against human, wildlife, and drug trafficking. Building on our 
shared values and our just-signed United States-Thailand 
Communiqué on Strategic Alliance and Partnership, we have op-
portunities in the days ahead to strengthen further our partner-
ship, to renew it, and take it to a new level. 

The United States and Thailand have a longstanding commit-
ment to mutual security. Our militaries fought side by side in 
Korea and Vietnam. Today, Thailand is a treaty and major non- 
NATO ally, and we have many military engagements and training 
exercises, including COBRA Gold, the largest in Asia. Our alliance 
helps to ensure security for Thailand, the United States, and the 
region. If confirmed, I will seek to deepen it. 

Our economic partnership is another vital part of our tapestry of 
ties. Our total trade is over $60 billion a year and growing. U.S. 
businesses are a major investor in Thailand, and Thai companies 
are increasingly active in the United States. If confirmed, I will 
work to expand further our commercial ties. 

Strengthening democracy and promoting respect for human 
rights and the rule of law are fundamental to U.S. relations with 
Thailand. We have long supported multi-party democracy, freedom 
of expression, good governance, and respect for human rights 
across the world and in Thailand. We recognized that a democrat-
ically elected government took office in 2019 after the 2014 coup, 
but work remains to be done by Thailand. If confirmed, I will vigor-
ously continue our efforts to advance democracy, human rights, the 
rule of law, and will support civil society, independent media, and 
human rights defenders who play a critical role in this effort. 

The United States and Thailand also enjoy robust people-to-peo-
ple ties. Our connections are enriched by the presence in the 
United States of almost 350,000 Thais and U.S. citizens of Thai 
heritage, and by the more than 100,000 U.S. citizens in Thailand. 
We are strengthened by the close ties our universities and colleges 
enjoy as well as the cultural exchange programs we support in 
Thailand. If confirmed, I will work to increase opportunities for 
Thais and Americans to learn together and from each other. 
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Thailand plays a vital role in the region. Today we work closely 
with Thailand in ASEAN, and in other regional mechanisms in-
cluding the Mekong-U.S. Partnership. As a key ally, we welcome 
Thailand’s decision to join the discussions on the Indo-Pacific Eco-
nomic Framework, which will help build an economic partnership 
for the future. If confirmed, I will engage robustly with Thailand, 
the host of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Forum this year, 
to facilitate the transition into our own 2023 host year. 

Across the years, we have cooperated with Thailand on regional 
challenges, including law enforcement, the response to natural dis-
asters, and humanitarian relief. We welcome Thailand’s commit-
ment to address the threat of climate change; this will be a critical 
area for further collaboration. We appreciate Thailand’s willingness 
to host refugees and, if confirmed, I would seek to ensure refugees 
and asylum seekers have all the support they need. And I would 
engage in Thailand to underscore our call to all countries to con-
demn the military coup in Burma and end the Burmese military’s 
horrific violence, which has led to worsening human rights and hu-
manitarian crises. 

Finally, our Embassy in Bangkok and Consulate General in 
Chiang Mai have exceptional teams that are doing extraordinary 
work to advance our partnership. Ensuring they are safe and se-
cure, and have the resources they need, will be a top priority for 
me, if confirmed. 

Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member, and members of the committee, 
if confirmed, I would welcome the opportunity to serve as the next 
U.S. Ambassador to the Kingdom of Thailand and to lead our team 
of capable and committed public servants to advance the U.S.-Thai 
partnership. 

I look forward to answering your questions. Thank you. 
[The prepared statement of Mr. Godec follows:] 

PREPARED STATEMENT OF HON. ROBERT F. GODEC 

Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member Romney, and members of the committee, thank 
you for the opportunity to appear before you as President Biden’s nominee to be the 
next U.S. Ambassador to the Kingdom of Thailand. I want to thank President Biden 
and Secretary Blinken for their confidence in me. If confirmed, I look forward to 
working with Congress to advance U.S. interests in Thailand and the Indo-Pacific 
region. 

I would like to introduce to you my wife, Lori Magnusson, who is here today. Lori 
has been a source of inspiration, strength, and wisdom through our years together. 
Lori’s constant love, support, and partnership have been extraordinary, and I owe 
much to her. I would also like to express my profound thanks to my mother, Nancy 
Dietrich, for all she has done for me. 

Thailand has a rich history, remarkable culture, extraordinary beauty, and excep-
tional people. It has been a partner for the United States since 1833. Together, we 
have woven a rich tapestry of ties that are government-to-government, business-to- 
business, university-to-university, NGO-to-NGO, and people-to-people. We have im-
proved security in the region, faced global public health challenges, deepened mu-
tual prosperity, and advanced the fight against human, wildlife, and drug traf-
ficking. Building on our shared values and our just signed United States-Thailand 
Communiqué on Strategic Alliance and Partnership, we have opportunities in the 
days ahead to strengthen further our partnership, to renew it, and take it to a new 
level. 

The United States and Thailand have a long-standing commitment to mutual se-
curity. Our militaries fought side by side in Korea and Vietnam. Today, Thailand 
is a treaty and major non-NATO ally, and we have many military engagements and 
training exercises, including COBRA Gold, the largest in Asia. Our alliance helps 
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to ensure security for Thailand, the United States, and the region. If confirmed, I 
will seek to deepen it. 

Our economic partnership is another vital part of our tapestry of ties. Our total 
bilateral trade is over $60 billion a year and growing. U.S. businesses are a major 
investor in Thailand and Thai companies are increasingly active in the United 
States. If confirmed, I will work to expand further our commercial ties. 

Strengthening democracy and promoting respect for human rights and the rule 
of law are fundamental to U.S. relations with Thailand. We have long supported 
multi-party democracy, freedom of expression, good governance, and respect for 
human rights across the world and in Thailand. We recognized that a democrat-
ically elected government took office in 2019 after the 2014 coup, but work remains 
to be done by Thailand. If confirmed, I will vigorously continue our efforts to ad-
vance democracy, human rights, and the rule of law and will support civil society, 
independent media, and human rights defenders who play a critical role in this ef-
fort. 

We also enjoy robust people-to-people ties. Our connections are enriched by the 
presence in the United States of almost 350,000 Thais and U.S. citizens of Thai her-
itage, and by the more than 100,000 U.S. citizens in Thailand. We are strengthened 
by the close ties our universities and colleges enjoy as well as the cultural exchange 
programs we support in Thailand. If confirmed, I will work to increase opportunities 
for Thais and Americans to learn together and from each other. 

Thailand plays a vital role in the region. Today, we work closely with Thailand 
in ASEAN, and in other regional mechanisms including the Mekong-U.S. Partner-
ship. As a key ally, we welcome Thailand’s decision to join the discussions on the 
Indo-Pacific Economic Framework, which will help build an economic partnership 
for the future. If confirmed, I will engage robustly with Thailand, the host of the 
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation forum this year, to facilitate the transition into 
our own 2023 host year. 

Across the years, we have cooperated with Thailand on regional challenges, in-
cluding law enforcement, the response to natural disasters, and humanitarian relief. 
We welcome Thailand’s commitment to address the threat of climate change; this 
will be a critical area for further collaboration. We appreciate Thailand’s willingness 
to host refugees and, if confirmed, I would seek to ensure refugees and asylum seek-
ers have all the support they need. And I would engage in Thailand to underscore 
our call to all countries to condemn the military coup in Burma and end the Bur-
mese military’s horrific violence, which has led to worsening human rights and hu-
manitarian crises. 

Finally, our Embassy in Bangkok and Consulate General in Chiang Mai have ex-
ceptional teams that are doing extraordinary work to advance our partnership. En-
suring they are safe and secure, and have the resources they need, will be a top 
priority for me if confirmed. 

Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member, and members of the committee, if confirmed, I 
would welcome the opportunity to serve as the next U.S. Ambassador to the King-
dom of Thailand and to lead our team of capable and committed public servants to 
advance the U.S.-Thai partnership. 

I look forward to answering your questions. Thank you. 

Senator SCHATZ. Thank you very much. Mr. Thompson, please 
proceed with your testimony. 

STATEMENT OF DEAN R. THOMPSON, OF MARYLAND, A CA-
REER MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS 
OF MINISTER–COUNSELOR, NOMINATED TO BE AMBAS-
SADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO NEPAL 

Mr. THOMPSON. Thank you, Chairman Schatz, Ranking Member 
Romney, and honorable members of this committee. I appreciate 
very much you considering my nomination to serve as the next U.S. 
Ambassador to Nepal. I want to thank Senator Van Hollen for his 
far-too-generous remarks. My mother and my wife have joined me 
today. He introduced them. With my mother here, someone maybe 
believed part of his remarks even. We will see. 

I want to start by thanking my family, my wife, Jane, and my 
three children Marshall, Kendall, and Grace. They served with me 
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for more than 26 years in the Foreign Service. They have endured 
frequent moves, emergency evacuations, and periods of separation. 
But they have also shared with me the privilege of serving the 
American people overseas, a privilege for which we are deeply 
grateful. 

I would also like to thank my parents—my mother is here—for 
instilling in me a strong sense and interest in service and inter-
national relations. My father was the Director of International Pro-
grams at the National 4–H Council in Washington for 20 years, 
and prior to that Director for West Africa at the outset of Peace 
Corps. 

From my time as Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary in the 
South and Central Asian Affairs Bureau, as a diplomat in Ban-
gladesh, Sri Lanka, and India, and a leader in the Department’s 
crisis management apparatus, I do feel well-prepared to serve in 
this capacity, if confirmed. 

It has been a privilege to serve the American people and, if con-
firmed, I welcome the opportunity to take on this important re-
sponsibility. If confirmed, I will embrace the opportunity to lead a 
topflight group of American and local staff and strive to create an 
environment that emphasizes the American values of diversity, eq-
uity, inclusion, and accessibility. 

We are at an important juncture in our relationship with Nepal. 
Nepal has been referred to as a ‘‘yam between two stones,’’ those 
stones, of course, being India and China. While those countries do 
have important relationships with Nepal, we also share Nepal’s in-
terest in strengthening its sovereignty and partnership with the 
United States. 

If confirmed, facilitating Nepal’s economic growth and strength-
ening the trade ties between our countries will be key priorities. 
The United States’ relationship with Nepal has seen recent gains 
that cement our 75-year partnership. Mr. Chairman, you men-
tioned Nepal’s parliament ratified the $500 million Millennium 
Challenge Corporation Compact in the face of a torrid PRC 
disinformation campaign. This project will build electricity trans-
mission lines to connect to Nepal’s clean energy, abundant hydro-
power with South Asia’s energy grid. It will also build high-quality 
roads in Nepal. These projects will increase the prosperity of both 
of our countries. 

USAID just signed a $659 million agreement with Nepal to con-
tribute to Nepal’s development over the next 5 years. This is a new 
chapter in the United States government’s longstanding develop-
ment relationship and reflects the evolution of our partnership. 
Post-earthquake reconstruction is winding down, the transition to 
federalism is well underway, and through successful programming 
the United States has helped lay the foundations to support Ne-
pal’s goal of graduating to middle-income country status. 

If confirmed, I will also push for the rights of all Nepali citizens 
and residents. This includes the Dalits, marginalized communities, 
and refugee communities, including Tibetan refugees. I will encour-
age the government of Nepal to implement policies that promote 
meaningful inclusion, economic opportunity, and humanitarian 
support. 
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Nepal’s progress on the commitments it made during President 
Biden’s Summit for Democracy demonstrates how important Ne-
pal’s young democracy is to its people and the importance it places 
on its relationship to the United States. Nepal’s support for 
Ukraine resolutions at the U.N. General Assembly and the U.N. 
Human Rights Council demonstrates its dedication to the inter-
national rules-based order and the premise of territorial integrity. 
Nepal is a committed bilateral partner and a committed partner on 
the world stage. 

Finally, if confirmed, I will also work to help Nepal strengthen 
its democratic institutions. Nepal has come a long way since its 
civil war only 16 years ago. Like other democracies, Nepal’s politics 
can be contentious and messy at times, but supporting Nepal’s de-
mocracy is in our interest and will remain a priority of mine if con-
firmed as Ambassador. 

Mr. Chairman, I would like to close by saying that we have an 
important opportunity to strengthen the U.S. relationship with 
Nepal. I look forward to working with Congress to build this rela-
tionship. 

Thank you. 
[The prepared statement of Mr. Thompson follows:] 

PREPARED STATEMENT FOR DEAN R. THOMPSON 

Chairman Schatz, Ranking Member Romney, and distinguished members of this 
committee; thank you for considering my nomination to serve as the next U.S. Am-
bassador to Nepal. It is an honor to be nominated for this position. 

I would like to start by thanking my family, my wife, Jane, and my three children 
Marshall, Kendall, and Grace. For more than 26 years in the Foreign Service they 
have served with me, enduring frequent moves, emergency evacuations, and periods 
of separation. They have also shared with me the privilege of serving our country, 
a privilege for which we are deeply grateful. I would also like to thank my parents, 
my mother is here with us today, for instilling in me a strong interest in service 
and international relations. My father was the Director of International Programs 
at the National 4-H Council in Washington for 20 years, and prior to that a member 
of Peace Corps staff, including director for West Africa at the outset of Peace Corps’ 
mission. 

From my time as Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary in the South and Central 
Asian Affairs Bureau, as a U.S. diplomat in Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and India, and 
a leader in the Department’s crisis management apparatus, I feel well prepared to 
serve in this capacity if confirmed. 

Serving the American people has been a privilege and, if confirmed, I welcome the 
opportunity to take on this important responsibility. If confirmed, I will embrace the 
opportunity to lead a topflight group of American and locally employed staff and I 
will strive to create an environment that emphasizes the American values of diver-
sity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility. 

We are at an important juncture in our relationship with Nepal. Nepal has been 
referred to as a ‘‘yam between two stones,’’ those stones being China and India. 
While those countries do have important relationships with Nepal, we also share 
Nepal’s interest in strengthening its sovereignty and its partnership with the 
United States. 

If confirmed, facilitating Nepal’s economic growth and strengthening the trade 
ties between our countries will be key priorities. The United States’ relationship 
with Nepal has seen recent gains that cement our 75-year partnership. In February 
Nepal’s parliament ratified the $500 million Millennium Challenge Corporation 
Compact in the face of a torrid PRC disinformation campaign. This project will build 
electricity transmission lines to connect Nepal’s clean, abundant hydropower with 
South Asia’s energy grid. It will also build high-quality roads in Nepal. These 
projects will increase the prosperity of both of our countries. 

USAID just signed a $659 million agreement with Nepal to contribute to Nepal’s 
development over the next five years. This is a new chapter in the United States 
Government’s long-standing development relationship with Nepal and reflects the 
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evolution of our partnership. Post-earthquake reconstruction is winding down, the 
transition to federalism is well underway, and through successful programming the 
United States has helped lay the foundations to support Nepal’s goal of graduating 
to middle-income country status. 

If, confirmed, I will also push for the rights of all Nepali citizens and residents. 
This includes the Dalits, marginalized communities, and refugee communities, in-
cluding Tibetan refugees. I will encourage the Government of Nepal to implement 
policies that promote meaningful inclusion, economic opportunity, and humanitarian 
support. 

Nepal’s progress on the commitments it made during President Biden’s Summit 
for Democracy demonstrates how important Nepal’s young democracy is to its peo-
ple, and the importance it places on its relationship to the United States. Nepal’s 
support for Ukraine resolutions at the U.N. General Assembly and the U.N. Human 
Rights Council demonstrates its dedication to the international rules-based order 
and the premise of territorial integrity. Nepal is a committed bilateral partner and 
a committed partner on the world stage. 

Finally, if confirmed, I will also work to help Nepal strengthen its democratic in-
stitutions. Nepal has come a long way since its civil war only sixteen years ago. Like 
other democracies, Nepal’s politics can be contentious and messy at times, but sup-
porting Nepal’s democracy is in our interest and will remain a priority of mine if 
confirmed as Ambassador. 

Mr. Chairman, I would like to close by saying that we have an important oppor-
tunity to strengthen the U.S. relationship with Nepal. I look forward to working 
with Congress to build this relationship. Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
I look forward to your questions. 

Senator SCHATZ. Thank you very much. Mr. Abraham, please 
proceed with your testimony. 

STATEMENT OF YOHANNES ABRAHAM, OF VIRGINIA, NOMI-
NATED TO BE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA TO THE ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN NA-
TIONS, WITH THE RANK AND STATUS OF AMBASSADOR EX-
TRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY 

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. Chairman, Mr. Ranking Member, and distin-
guished members of the committee, I am honored to be here today. 
I am grateful to President Biden and Secretary Blinken for placing 
their confidence in me to serve as the U.S. Representative to the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations, and I want to thank the 
members of this committee for your consideration of my nomina-
tion. 

I also want to thank the most important people in my life, my 
family. Our story is a familiar one, and it is one that is only pos-
sible in this greatest of nations. This country welcomed my parents 
with open arms when the country of their birth was being torn 
apart by the cruel ravages of a dictator. With no money and no con-
nections, but with faith and determination, they worked all manner 
of jobs to put themselves through college and graduate school. They 
went on to become successful professionals and small-business own-
ers, as well as active members of our community of Springfield, 
Virginia. They raised my sister and me to love this country that 
had given them so much. They are the two most incredible people 
I have ever known, and they are the reason I am sitting here 
today, and I want to thank you for giving me the opportunity to 
thank my parents. 

The United States is a great nation. We are also a Pacific power, 
with deep roots and critical interests in the region. If confirmed, I 
look forward to working closely with Congress to realize our shared 
vision of a free and open Indo-Pacific, one where countries and in-
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dividuals are able to make independent decisions free from coer-
cion. 

Southeast Asia’s economically vibrant, youthful, and growing 
populations are at the heart of realizing that vision, which is why 
the administration has made clear our commitment to ASEAN and 
its centrality. Our relationship is about collaboration to meet 
shared challenges and opportunities, including health security, en-
ergy and climate issues, and the economic prosperity of our com-
bined one billion people. If confirmed, I would look to build on the 
recent U.S.-ASEAN Special Summit, including by continuing a 
whole-of-government effort to build ASEAN’s own capacity to act 
on its interests. 

Our vision for the U.S.-ASEAN relationship is a positive one; it 
is defined by what we are for. At the same time, I am clear-eyed 
about the challenge that coercive activity by the People’s Republic 
of China poses to that vision. It is in the national security interests 
of the United States for ASEAN to be strong, prosperous, united, 
and well-equipped to set the terms of its relationship with the 
PRC. Nowhere is that truer than when it comes to the PRC’s in-
creasing maritime assertiveness in the South China Sea. If con-
firmed, I will work with ASEAN to pursue our shared interests in 
maintaining peace and stability, respect of international law, and 
freedoms of navigation and overflight in the South China Sea. 

A critical component of advancing our interests is standing up for 
our values. As President Biden has said, human rights are a vital 
interest of this administration’s foreign policy. If confirmed, I will 
not hesitate to raise issues of human rights, democracy, and rule 
of law with interlocutors across the region. I have been moved by 
the tragic and disturbing crisis in Burma, including the horrific 
and widespread violence perpetrated by the Burmese regime 
against the people of Burma. If confirmed, I will support efforts to 
change the regime’s calculus so that we can resolve the worsening 
humanitarian and political crisis and return Burma to a path to-
ward inclusive, multiparty democracy. 

Above all, if the U.S.-ASEAN relationship is to continue to de-
liver for our peoples in the 21st century, it must be durable. The 
return of a Senate-confirmed Ambassador to this seat in Jakarta, 
which has been filled on an acting basis for more than 5 years, 
would be a step in that direction, sending a powerful message to 
ASEAN and the world of American commitment to Southeast Asia 
and its premier institution. 

If I am confirmed to this post, I would take as my responsibility 
to ensure the long-term success of this vital relationship. To do so, 
I would draw on the most important sources of stable, long-term 
U.S. engagement with the region: bipartisan cooperation and peo-
ple-to-people ties. If confirmed, I would look to build on already 
strong Congressional support for U.S. engagement with ASEAN. I 
would also support our thriving people-to-people programs, includ-
ing the Young Southeast Asian Leaders Initiative, that strengthen 
our already-strong bonds of friendship. 

Mr. Chairman, Mr. Ranking Member, and members of the com-
mittee, thank you again for the opportunity to appear before you 
today and your consideration of my nomination. 

I look forward to your questions. 
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[The prepared statement of Mr. Abraham follows:] 

PREPARED STATEMENT OF YOHANNES ABRAHAM 

Mr. Chairman, Mr. Ranking Member, and distinguished members of the com-
mittee: 

I am honored to be here today. I am grateful to President Biden and Secretary 
Blinken for placing their confidence in me to serve as the U.S. Representative to 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, and I want to thank the members of 
this committee for your consideration of my nomination. 

I also want to thank the most important people in my life: my family. Our story 
is a familiar one, and it is one that is only possible in this greatest of nations. This 
country welcomed my parents with open arms when the country of their birth was 
being torn apart by the cruel ravages of a dictator. With no money and no connec-
tions, but with faith and determination, they worked all manner of jobs to put them-
selves through college and graduate school. They went on to become successful pro-
fessionals and small-business owners, as well as active members of our community 
of Springfield, Virginia. They raised my sister and me to love this country that had 
given them so much. They are the two most incredible people I have ever known, 
and they are the reason I am sitting here today. 

The United States is a great nation. We are also a Pacific power, with deep roots 
and critical interests in the region. If confirmed, I look forward to working closely 
with Congress to realize our shared vision of a free and open Indo-Pacific, one where 
countries and individuals are able to make independent decisions free from coercion. 

Southeast Asia’s economically vibrant, youthful, and growing populations are at 
the heart of realizing that vision, which is why the administration has made clear 
our commitment to ASEAN and its centrality. Our relationship is about collabora-
tion to meet shared challenges and opportunities, including health security, energy 
and climate issues, and the economic prosperity of our combined one billion people. 
If confirmed, I would look to build on the recent U.S.-ASEAN Special Summit, in-
cluding by continuing a whole-of-government effort to build ASEAN’s own capacity 
to act on its interests. 

Our vision for the U.S.-ASEAN relationship is a positive one; it is defined by what 
we are for. At the same time, I am clear-eyed about the challenge that coercive ac-
tivity by the People’s Republic of China (PRC) poses to that vision. It is in the na-
tional security interests of the United States for ASEAN to be strong, prosperous, 
united, and well-equipped to set the terms of its relationship with the PRC. No-
where is that truer than when it comes to the PRC’s increasing maritime assertive-
ness in the South China Sea. If confirmed, I will work with ASEAN to pursue our 
shared interests in maintaining peace and stability, respect of international law, 
and freedoms of navigation and overflight in the South China Sea. 

A critical component of advancing our interests is standing up for our values. As 
President Biden has said, human rights are a vital interest of this administration’s 
foreign policy. If confirmed, I will not hesitate to raise issues of human rights, de-
mocracy, and rule of law with interlocutors across the region. I have been moved 
by the tragic and disturbing crisis in Burma, including the horrific and widespread 
violence perpetrated by the Burmese regime against the people of Burma. If con-
firmed, I will support efforts to change the regime’s calculus so that we can resolve 
the worsening humanitarian and political crisis and return Burma to a path toward 
inclusive, multiparty democracy. 

Above all, if the U.S.-ASEAN relationship is to continue to deliver for our peoples 
in the 21st century, it must be durable. The return of a Senate-confirmed Ambas-
sador to this seat in Jakarta—which has been filled on an acting basis for more 
than five years—would be an important step in the right direction, sending a power-
ful message to ASEAN and the world of American commitment to Southeast Asia 
and its premier institution. 

If I am confirmed to this post, I would take as my responsibility to ensure the 
long-term success of the vital U.S.-ASEAN relationship. To do so, I would draw on 
the most important sources of stable, long-term U.S. engagement with the region: 
bipartisan cooperation and people-to-people ties. If confirmed, I would look to build 
on already strong Congressional support for U.S. engagement with ASEAN. I would 
also support our thriving people-to-people programs, including the Young Southeast 
Asian Leaders Initiative, that strengthen our already-strong bonds of friendship. 

Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member, and members of the committee, thank you again 
for the opportunity to appear before you today and your consideration of my nomi-
nation. I look forward to your questions. 

Senator SCHATZ. Thank you very much, Mr. Abraham. 
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Mr. Buangan, please proceed with your testimony. 

STATEMENT OF RICHARD LEE BUANGAN, OF CALIFORNIA, A 
CAREER MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, 
CLASS OF MINISTER COUNSELOR, NOMINATED TO BE AM-
BASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO MONGOLIA 

Mr. BUANGAN. Thank you very much. Chairman Schatz, Ranking 
Member Romney, and distinguished members of the committee, I 
am deeply honored to be here today as the President’s nominee to 
serve as the United States Ambassador to Mongolia. I am grateful 
for the confidence of President Biden and Secretary Blinken in en-
trusting me with this important responsibility. If confirmed, I look 
forward to working closely with this committee to advance U.S. pri-
orities in Mongolia and further strengthening our bilateral partner-
ship. I deeply appreciate the crucial role Congress plays in the for-
eign policy process. 

I want to take a moment to acknowledge my parents, Art and 
Evelyn, who are joining me all the way from San Diego, California, 
my brother, Jay, his wife, Joyce, my nieces Arya, Emma, and 
Caras, as well as my friends, family, and colleagues who are watch-
ing from around the world. They have been a source of inspiration 
and strength for me throughout my 23-year journey as a Foreign 
Service Officer. If confirmed, I look forward to working alongside 
our Embassy Ulaanbaatar team, my American colleagues as well 
as our locally engaged Mongolian staff, who have been the linchpin 
of our deep and abiding relationship with the Mongolian people for 
decades. 

This year marks the 35th anniversary of the establishment of 
diplomatic relations with Mongolia and 30 years since its peaceful 
transition to democracy. During this time, the United States has 
worked closely with Mongolia to strengthen its commitment to 
human rights and the rule of law, to promote democratic values, 
and to expand defense cooperation. 

Mongolia continually seeks increased U.S. engagement, trade, 
and investment. We are proud to call Mongolia a strategic partner. 

The U.S.-Mongolia relationship is built on a foundation of shared 
values and common interests. If confirmed, I will focus on efforts 
to bolster Mongolia’s democratic and economic institutions. Our 
goal is to support the Mongolian people in building a strong, resil-
ient, democratic system and a prosperous, private sector-driven 
economy that can play a constructive role in the international com-
munity. 

I would like to comment on a few specific issues. 
First, Mongolia is at a critical juncture in its energy transition. 

With abundant reserves of coal and other minerals, Mongolia is de-
pendent on extractive industries both to meet its own energy needs 
and to generate foreign exchange. At the same time, Mongolia has 
huge potential for clean energy, ranging from hydropower to solar 
and wind. If confirmed, I will strive to help Mongolia begin the 
transition to a clean energy future. 

Second, given Mongolia’s ongoing economic and geostrategic chal-
lenges, U.S. development support remains critical to helping this 
country move forward. For example, the U.S. government’s largest 
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investment in Mongolia is the Millennium Challenge Corporation’s 
$350 million Water Compact, which will redevelop Ulaanbaatar’s 
water and wastewater system and increase the city’s supply of 
water by 80 percent when completed in 2026. Separately, the U.S. 
International Development Finance Corporation manages a $38 
million portfolio while USAID projects support small and medium- 
sized enterprises, empower women and youth, and improve energy 
governance. 

Third, the United States and Mongolia view military-to-military 
cooperation as a cornerstone of our relationship. The United States 
is grateful for the service of Mongolian soldiers who have served 
alongside U.S. and NATO coalition partners in Afghanistan. Fur-
thermore, the U.S. military provides extensive assistance and 
training to improve the Mongolian Armed Forces’ information in-
frastructure, engineering capabilities, and readiness for peace-
keeping operations. If confirmed, I will support efforts to continue 
expanding Mongolia’s already impressive U.N. peacekeeping oper-
ations capability. 

Finally, turning to public diplomacy, I believe it is critical to 
strengthen our people-to-people exchanges with Mongolians, par-
ticularly with youth, who are increasingly eager to seek opportuni-
ties to study abroad and develop closer ties with the United States 
and other free-market open societies. 

Over the years our exchange programs have reaped dividends, 
fostering relations with Mongolians from all walks of life. Numer-
ous senior military leaders, prominent persons in business and fi-
nance, and influential members of civil society and academia, as 
well as one-third of current parliamentarians, are alumni of U.S. 
exchange or training programs. 

One important key to improving our people-to-people ties is sup-
porting English language education in Mongolia. Approximately 
100 Peace Corps volunteers each year taught English across the 
country until COVID–19 forced volunteers to return to the United 
States in 2020. As Ambassador, I would commit to seeing this vital 
program return to, and even exceed, prior levels as quickly as pos-
sible. 

Chairman Schatz, Ranking Member Romney, committee mem-
bers, it would be the honor of a lifetime to represent my country 
as a U.S. Ambassador and lead the outstanding staff of the U.S. 
mission to Mongolia. If confirmed, I look forward to working with 
Congress to continue deepening ties with our strategic partner 
Mongolia, while also paying tribute to the rich culture and history 
of the Mongolian people and helping their government meet the 
challenges of the 21st century. 

Thank you for your time, and I look forward to answering your 
questions. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Buangan follows:] 

PREPARED STATEMENT OF RICHARD LEE BUANGAN 

Chairman Schatz, Ranking Member Romney, and distinguished members of the 
committee, I am deeply honored to be here today as the President’s nominee to 
serve as the United States Ambassador to Mongolia. I am grateful for the confidence 
of President Biden and Secretary Blinken in entrusting me with this important re-
sponsibility. If confirmed, I look forward to working closely with this committee to 
advance U.S. priorities in Mongolia and further strengthen our bilateral partner-
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ship. I deeply appreciate the crucial role Congress plays in the foreign policy proc-
ess. 

I want to take a moment to acknowledge my parents who are joining me today 
all the way from San Diego, California, as well as my family, friends, and colleagues 
who are watching from around the world. They have been a source of inspiration 
and strength for me throughout my 23-year journey as a Foreign Service Officer. 
If confirmed, I look forward to working alongside our Embassy Ulaanbaatar team, 
my American colleagues as well as our locally engaged Mongolian staff, who have 
been the linchpin of our deep and abiding relationship with the Mongolian people 
for decades. 

This year marks the 35th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations 
with Mongolia, and 30 years since its peaceful transition to democracy. During this 
time, the United States has worked closely with Mongolia to strengthen its commit-
ment to human rights and the rule of law, to promote democratic values, and to ex-
pand defense cooperation. Mongolia continually seeks increased U.S. engagement, 
trade, and investment. We are proud to call Mongolia a strategic partner. 

The U.S.-Mongolia relationship is built on a foundation of shared values and com-
mon interests. If confirmed, I will focus on efforts to bolster Mongolia’s democratic 
and economic institutions. Our goal is to support the Mongolian people in building 
a strong, resilient democratic system and a prosperous, private sector-driven econ-
omy that can play a constructive role in the international community. I would like 
to comment on a few specific issues: 

First, Mongolia is at a critical juncture in its energy transition. With abundant 
reserves of coal and other minerals, Mongolia is dependent on extractive industries 
both to meet its own energy needs and to generate foreign exchange. At the same 
time, Mongolia has huge potential for clean energy, ranging from hydropower to 
solar and wind. If confirmed, I will strive to help Mongolia begin the transition to 
a clean energy future. 

Second, given Mongolia’s ongoing economic and geostrategic challenges, U.S. de-
velopment support remains critical to helping the country move forward. For exam-
ple, the U.S. government’s largest investment in Mongolia is the Millennium Chal-
lenge Corporation’s $350 million Water Compact, which will re-develop 
Ulaanbaatar’s water and wastewater system and increase the city’s supply of water 
by 80 percent when completed in 2026. Separately, the U.S. International Develop-
ment Finance Corporation manages a $38 million portfolio, while USAID projects 
support small and medium-sized enterprises, empower women and youth, and im-
prove energy governance. 

Third, the United States and Mongolia view military-to-military cooperation as a 
cornerstone of our relationship. The United States is grateful for the service of Mon-
golian soldiers who served alongside U.S. and NATO coalition partners in Afghani-
stan. Furthermore, the U.S. military provides extensive assistance and training to 
improve the Mongolian Armed Forces’ information infrastructure, engineering capa-
bilities, and readiness for peacekeeping operations. If confirmed, I will support ef-
forts to continue expanding Mongolia’s already impressive UN peacekeeping oper-
ations capability. 

Finally, turning to public diplomacy, I believe it is critical to strengthen our peo-
ple-to-people exchanges with Mongolians, particularly with youth, who are increas-
ingly eager to seek opportunities to study abroad and develop closer ties with the 
United States and other free-market open societies. 

Over the years we have received an excellent return on our investments in ex-
changes in general. Numerous senior military leaders, prominent persons in busi-
ness and finance, and influential members of civil society and academia, as well as 
one-third of current parliamentarians, are alumni of U.S. exchange or training pro-
grams. 

One important key to improving our people-to-people ties is supporting English 
language education in Mongolia. Approximately 100 Peace Corps volunteers each 
year taught English across the country until COVID–19 forced volunteers to return 
to the United States in 2020. As Ambassador, I would commit to seeing this vital 
program return to, and even exceed, prior levels as quickly as possible. 

Chairman Schatz, Ranking Member Romney, committee members, it would be the 
honor of a lifetime to represent my country as a U.S. Ambassador and lead the out-
standing staff of the U.S. Mission to Mongolia. If confirmed, I look forward to work-
ing with Congress to continue deepening ties with our strategic partner Mongolia, 
while also paying tribute to the rich culture and history of the Mongolian people 
and helping their government meet the challenges of the 21st century. 

Thank you for your time and I look forward to answering your questions. 

Senator SCHATZ. Thank you very much. 
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Ms. Damour, please proceed with your testimony. 

STATEMENT OF MARIE C. DAMOUR, OF VIRGINIA, A CAREER 
MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MIN-
ISTER–COUNSELOR,NOMINATED TO BE AMBASSADOR EX-
TRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF FIJI, AND TO 
SERVE CONCURRENTLY AND WITHOUT ADDITIONAL COM-
PENSATION AS AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENI-
POTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE 
REPUBLIC OF KIRIBATI, THE REPUBLIC OF NAURU, THE 
KINGDOM OF TONGA, AND TUVALU 

Ms. DAMOUR. Chairman Schatz, Ranking Member Romney, and 
distinguished members of the committee, I am honored to be here 
today as the President’s nominee to serve as the United States Am-
bassador to the Republics of Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru, the Kingdom of 
Tonga, and Tuvalu. I am grateful for the confidence shown by 
President Biden and Secretary Blinken in entrusting me with this 
important responsibility and, if confirmed, I look forward to work-
ing with Congress to advance the interests of the United States by 
reinvigorating our ties with our Pacific neighbors. 

I would like to take a few minutes to acknowledge my family, 
without whose support and guidance I would not be here. My fa-
ther, Alfred Damour, established a model of public service for my 
three brothers and me throughout his career as an officer in the 
U.S. Army, including active duty during the war in Vietnam. My 
mother provided for me the best example of how a woman can and 
should pursue individual goals in a professional career while simul-
taneously caring for her family and community. Their values and 
the example they set guide me each and every day. While my 
brothers and their families could not be here today, I know they 
are here in spirit. I also want to thank the many Foreign Service, 
Civil Service, and local employee colleagues with whom I have had 
the honor to serve over the course of my 29-year career in the De-
partment. 

My experiences have taught me the power of our country’s val-
ues-based diplomacy. If confirmed, I will draw on these lessons and 
my regional policy experience to advance the United States’ stra-
tegic interests in the South Pacific, because the United States is a 
Pacific power. We share an important history with our Pacific Is-
land neighbors. It was in the islands that Americans braved some 
of the hardest-fought battles of the Second World War, forging con-
nections that are not easily forgotten. Our peoples are knit through 
a large Pacific Islander diaspora in the United States. If confirmed, 
I will work in collaboration with the five nations to which I would 
be accredited to ensure that our common future is one of pros-
perity, peace, and stability. 

President Biden has made addressing the climate crisis one of 
his administration’s top priorities for good reason: our Pacific 
neighbors are experiencing the most devastating impacts of climate 
change, particularly Kiribati and Tuvalu, two of the lowest-lying 
atoll nations for which this is an existential issue. As Secretary 
Blinken stated during his trip to Fiji this year, every defining issue 
of the 21st century runs through this region: the climate crisis, 
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global health, the future of technology, whether nations will be free 
to chart their own path or be subject to coercion by more powerful 
nations. 

If confirmed, I will listen and work with our Pacific partners to 
advance solutions that will support Pacific communities and help 
them adapt to the impacts of climate change, address public health 
issues, support better communication, and preserve international 
rules and standards. 

The Pacific Islands are global players. Both Fiji and Tonga have 
been important contributors to international Peacekeeping Oper-
ations. Fijian forces are currently participating in various United 
Nations missions, where they are responsible for providing security 
for mission personnel and facilities. Tonga was an early member of 
the Coalition to liberate Iraq. Kiribati, Nauru, and Tuvalu are com-
mitted to their responsibilities as U.N. members, and the United 
States cooperates closely with them on a wide range of issues in 
that forum. All five nations boldly supported Ukraine in the United 
Nations. If confirmed, I look forward to continuing to build this re-
gional and global cooperation. 

Success in tackling our common challenges will depend on fos-
tering the internal strength of our Pacific Island partners that 
comes from strong democratic institutions, rule of law, and respect 
for human rights. The Pacific Islanders share our respect for demo-
cratic values but realizing those values can be challenging in prac-
tice. If confirmed, I will strive to build civil society, democracy, and 
good governance through all means available to us. 

Embassy Suva is responsible for the United States’ largest geo-
graphic consular district in the world, over two million square 
miles. It is challenged by almost yearly cyclones, floods, and tsu-
nami warnings. If confirmed, I will make disaster preparedness 
and support for U.S. citizens a priority focus. 

My career at the State Department has taught me that our peo-
ple are our most precious resource. If confirmed, it will be my privi-
lege to lead Embassy Suva’s diverse and dedicated team of Amer-
ican and local staff and welcome the return of Peace Corps volun-
teers. 

Mr. Chairman, Mr. Ranking Member, and distinguished mem-
bers of the committee, thank you very much for your consideration 
and the opportunity to appear before you today. I look forward to 
your comments and questions. 

[The prepared statement of Ms. Damour follows:] 

PREPARED STATEMENT OF MARIE C. DAMOUR 

Chairman Schatz, Ranking Member Romney, and distinguished members of the 
committee, I am honored to be here today as the President’s nominee to serve as 
the United States Ambassador to the Republics of Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru, the King-
dom of Tonga, and Tuvalu. I am grateful for the confidence shown by President 
Biden and Secretary Blinken in entrusting me with this important responsibility 
and, if confirmed, I look forward to working with Congress to advance the interests 
of the United States by reinvigorating our ties with our Pacific neighbors. 

I would like to take a few minutes to acknowledge my family, without whose sup-
port and guidance, I would not be here. My father, Alfred Damour, established a 
model of public service for my three brothers and I throughout his career as an offi-
cer in the U.S. Army, including active duty in the war in Vietnam. My mother pro-
vided for me the best example of how a woman can and should pursue individual 
goals in a professional career while simultaneously caring for her family and com-
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munity. Their values and the example they set guide me each and every day. While 
my brothers and their families could not be here today, I know they are here in spir-
it. I also want to thank the many Foreign and Civil Service colleagues with whom 
I have had the honor to serve over the course of my 29-year career in the Depart-
ment of State. 

My experiences have taught me the power of our country’s values-based diplo-
macy. If confirmed, I will draw on these lessons and my regional policy experience 
to advance the United States’ strategic interests in the South Pacific. 

The United States is a Pacific nation. We share an important history with our 
Pacific Island neighbors. It was in the Pacific Islands that Americans braved some 
of the hardest-fought battles of the Second World War, forging connections that are 
not easily forgotten. Our peoples are knit through a large Pacific Islander diaspora 
in the United States. If confirmed, I will work in collaboration with the five nations 
to which I would be accredited to ensure that our common future is one of pros-
perity, peace, and stability. 

President Biden has made addressing the climate crisis one of his administra-
tion’s top priorities for good reason: our Pacific neighbors are experiencing the most 
devastating impacts of climate change, particularly Kiribati and Tuvalu, two of the 
lowest lying atoll nations for which this is an existential issue. As Secretary Blinken 
stated during his trip to Fiji this year, every defining issue of the 21st century runs 
through this region: the climate crisis, global health, the future of technology, 
whether nations will be free to chart their own path or be subject to coercion by 
more powerful nations. 

If confirmed, I will listen and work with our Pacific partners to advance solutions 
that will support Pacific communities and help them adapt to the impacts of climate 
change, address public health issues, support better communication, and preserve 
international rules and standards. 

The Pacific Island nations are global players. Both Fiji and Tonga have been im-
portant contributors to regional and international Peacekeeping Operations. Fijian 
forces are currently participating in various U.N. missions, where they are respon-
sible for providing security for mission personnel and facilities. Tonga was an early 
member of the Coalition to liberate Iraq. Kiribati, Nauru, and Tuvalu are committed 
to their responsibilities as U.N. members, and the United States cooperates closely 
with them on a wide range of issues in that forum. All five nations boldly supported 
Ukraine in the U.N. If confirmed, I look forward to continuing to build this regional 
and global cooperation. 

Success in tackling our common regional and global challenges will depend on fos-
tering the internal strength of our Pacific Island partners that comes from strong 
democratic institutions, rule of law, and respect for human rights. The Pacific Is-
landers share our respect for democratic values but realizing those values can be 
challenging in practice. If confirmed, I will strive to build civil society, democracy, 
and good governance through all means available to us. 

Embassy Suva is responsible for the United States’ largest geographic consular 
district in the world—over two million square miles. It is challenged by almost year-
ly cyclones, floods, and tsunami warnings. If confirmed, I will make disaster pre-
paredness and support for U.S. citizens a priority focus. 

My career at the State Department has taught me that our people are our most 
precious resource. If confirmed, it will be my privilege to lead Embassy Suva’s di-
verse and dedicated team of American and local staff and welcome the return of 
Peace Corps Volunteers. 

Mr. Chairman, Mr. Ranking Member, and distinguished members of the com-
mittee, thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to appear before you 
today. I look forward to your comments and questions. 

Senator SCHATZ. Thank you very much. Before we get into mem-
bers’ questions I have a few questions that speak to the importance 
that this committee places on responsiveness by all officials in the 
Executive branch and that we expect and will be seeking from you. 
I would ask each of you to provide just a yes or a no answer, and 
we will start with Ms. Damour and go down the line. 

If you are confirmed, do you agree to appear before this com-
mittee and make officials from your office available to the com-
mittee and designated staff when invited? 

Ms. DAMOUR. Yes. 
Mr. BUANGAN. Yes. 
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Mr. ABRAHAM. Yes. 
Mr. GODEC. Yes. 
Mr. THOMPSON. Yes. 
Senator SCHATZ. Do you commit to keeping this committee fully 

and currently informed about the activities under your purview? 
Ms. DAMOUR. Yes. 
Mr. BUANGAN. Yes. 
Mr. ABRAHAM. Yes. 
Mr. GODEC. Yes. 
Mr. THOMPSON. Yes. 
Senator SCHATZ. Do you commit to engaging in meaningful con-

sultation while policies are being developed, not just providing noti-
fication after the fact? 

Ms. DAMOUR. Yes. 
Mr. BUANGAN. Yes. 
Mr. ABRAHAM. Yes. 
Mr. GODEC. Yes. 
Mr. THOMPSON. Yes. 
Senator SCHATZ. Do you commit to promptly responding to re-

quests for briefings and information requested by the committee 
and its designated staff? 

Ms. DAMOUR. Yes. 
Mr. BUANGAN. Yes. 
Mr. ABRAHAM. Yes. 
Mr. GODEC. Yes. 
Mr. THOMPSON. Yes. 
Senator SCHATZ. Thank you very much. I will now turn to Rank-

ing Member Romney for his questions. 
Senator ROMNEY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Some years ago I 

was at the home of a man who would become president of Afghani-
stan, and people there were explaining to me their view as to why 
the Taliban had been so successful up until that point, and they 
said they had such a powerful message. I said, ‘‘What is that mes-
sage?’’ and they said, ‘‘Well, infidels are on Islamic land, and the 
infidels must be expelled.’’ And I said, ‘‘What is our message?’’ And 
there was a long silence, and finally one of the individuals said, 
‘‘Well, our message is that before the Americans came it used to 
take 4 hours to get to the nearest city out of Kabul and now it only 
takes an hour.’’ And I thought to myself, that is not a message to 
die for, and fighting for freedom is a fight that typically involves 
potential loss of life. 

I would like to ask each of you, in turn, what you have already 
testified, what are messages to the people of the nation or nations 
that you will represent us in, what are the messages as to why 
America, as opposed to the alternative, which I presume in each 
case would be China. There is a global competition between nations 
that are interested in freedom and democracy and those that want 
to become authoritarian regimes. Why America? Why associate 
with us as opposed to, if you will, joining the Chinese? 

Please, Mr. Thompson. 
Mr. THOMPSON. Thank you, Senator. 
Senator ROMNEY. Yeah, your microphone. Sorry. 
Mr. THOMPSON. Is it on? Okay. Sorry about that. Yes, I would 

look forward to delivering a message that tells the people of Nepal 
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that America is standing with them is about their sovereignty, 
about their territorial integrity, and about their ability to make de-
cisions for themselves about their future and the prosperity of their 
nation. And so I think that will stand in very sharp contrast to a 
lot of the messaging they hear in the region. 

Senator ROMNEY. Thank you. Very helpful. 
Mr. GODEC. Senator, if confirmed, I would very much bring to 

Thailand a message about all the values that America stands for— 
freedom, democracy, human rights, and so many other things. I 
would also listen to what the Thai want and understand where 
Thailand is coming from, and work to make certain that our mes-
sage about the United States is both clear and offers opportunities 
to Thailand that the Thai people themselves are looking for. 

One of the things that I believe is a great advantage of the 
United States is the tapestry that we have, as I mentioned. This 
is not just government-to-government, business-to-business, NGO- 
to-NGO. It is so many other things. So I think that ensuring that 
we are working with all of the diverse things that America brings 
when it forms a relationship with another country, with another 
people and its citizens, the citizens of that country, that there are 
real opportunities here, opportunities that the country, I believe, 
will have an interest in. 

So I would very strongly seek both to bring a message about, 
again, our values, listen to the Thai, understand where they are 
coming from, and then at the same time support and bring assist-
ance to all of the other parts of what we, as Americans bring. And 
I think it stands, frankly, in contrast, to what is offered by the 
PRC, which is a much more centrally directed, much more directive 
situation, and I do not think it would be nearly as attractive to the 
Thai. Thank you, Senator. 

Senator ROMNEY. Thank you. Mr. Abraham? 
Mr. ABRAHAM. Senator, thank you for the question. If confirmed, 

I would bring to the nations of ASEAN a message that is really 
centered in our shared commitment to a free and open Indo-Pacific, 
one where countries and individuals are free to pursue their inter-
ests without fear of, or impacts of, coercion. I would bring a mes-
sage of solidarity with their aspirations for sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity, and importantly in support of those aspirations I 
would bring a message of durable, longstanding, and sustaining 
U.S. commitment to our relationship with both ASEAN and the na-
tions of ASEAN. 

Senator ROMNEY. Thank you. Mr. Buangan? 
Mr. BUANGAN. Thank you very much, Senator, for that. If I am 

confirmed, I would tell the Mongolian people very simply that as 
a fellow democracy we have to stand shoulder-to-shoulder with you. 
Democracies work. Your democratic system works. We have a vest-
ed interest in ensuring that your democracy is strong and resilient. 
We want to see you prosper and secure in your own right and make 
sovereign decisions without fear of coercion from your neighbors. 
We want to help you build strong economic, open-market systems 
that allow you to make independent, sovereign decisions about your 
investment, about your prosperity, about the lives you want to 
lead. 
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And I would simply tell them that we are your friend and part-
ner. We are far away from each other and we Mongolia and the 
United States could not be farther apart, but we are a lot closer 
than you think in terms of our shared values and our commitment 
to democratic institutions. Thank you. 

Senator ROMNEY. Thank you. Ms. Damour. 
Ms. DAMOUR. Think you, Senator. Our message to our Pacific Is-

land neighbors is simple. As we were standing shoulder-to-shoulder 
80 years ago, the United States remains committed to helping 
them sustain their sovereignty, maintain their territorial integrity, 
achieve sustainable economic development, and help them preserve 
their ability to make choices in the best interests of their people. 
We are their neighbor. We are their partner. That is our commit-
ment. Thank you. 

Senator ROMNEY. Thank you. Mr. Chairman. 
Senator SCHATZ. Thank you, Ranking Member Romney. Senator 

Cardin. 
Senator CARDIN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. First let me thank 

all five of our nominees for their public service and their willing-
ness to continue to serve during extremely challenging times, and 
we thank your families because we know it is a family sacrifice. So 
thank you for being willing to do this. 

I want to focus on some of the human rights issues and the influ-
ence of China in the region. So first, Mr. Godec, let me talk a little 
bit about Thailand. Obviously, they play a key role in regard to the 
crisis in Burma, and you mentioned that during your testimony. I 
want to bring up an issue in trafficking in persons. The most re-
cent report, they went backwards from being on Tier 2 to Tier 2 
watchlist. The report spells out the challenges they have with 
forced labor as well as sex trafficking. 

So tell me your commitment, if confirmed, as to how you will pro-
mote Thailand taking the necessary steps to end this form of mod-
ern-day slavery. 

Mr. GODEC. Thank you for the question, Senator. You raised a 
very important issue. Thailand has had a significant problem with 
trafficking in persons. That was reflected in the change in its rank-
ing, its downgrade, and its ranking. 

This is a subject that we talk to the Thai about regularly, at the 
highest levels. It is a subject where the United States, through a 
number of agencies, has provided some support and assistance to 
try to get some improvement. We have seen some progress, but 
there is a lot more that remains to be done. And I would commit, 
if confirmed, to doing everything possible to make progress. 

I would note that the Prime Minister recently did a public event, 
for example, where he gave recognition to a number of agencies 
and people who were doing some things in this area. And it is good 
to see high-level engagement but there is a lot that needs to be 
done in this area. 

Senator CARDIN. We have a lot of issues with Thailand. We rec-
ognize that. We are trying to make advancements, particularly as 
it relates to humanitarian issues in Burma. Do we have your as-
surances that you will give objective observations as to the progress 
they are making on trafficking? We have seen, in the past, some-
times other politics enter into this. This is too fundamental of a 
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human rights commitment, that you will give us objective accounts 
as to the progress or lack of progress in that country? 

Mr. GODEC. Absolutely, Senator, I will do that. I have done it in 
my previous positions and I would commit to doing it again. 

Senator CARDIN. Thank you. Thank you very much. 
Mr. Buangan, in regard to Mongolia, Mongolia is an interesting 

country. It is now a member of the OSCE so we deal with them 
in the Helsinki Commission. They believe they have two geo-
graphical neighbors in China and Russia but they consider their 
third neighbor to be the United States. So we have seen a signifi-
cant strategic partnership with the United States that can clearly 
be improved. 

I just really want to make the observation there is strong sup-
port here in the Senate to expand trade opportunities and other op-
portunities with Mongolia, because we see this as a real oppor-
tunity for America to have a strong strategic partner in the region. 

Mr. BUANGAN. Thank you very much for that comment, Senator. 
I could not agree more. We are their third neighbor. In fact, we are 
their preferred third neighbor. They are also seeking to expand re-
lationships with other open-market economies and democracies like 
Japan and South Korea. 

But you are exactly right. We need to be able to do more to help 
them build strong, resilient democratic systems, open-market 
economies, given the challenge that they are neighbors with China 
and Russia and the overwhelming influence and coercion that those 
two countries are bearing right now on Mongolia. 

Senator CARDIN. Ms. Damour, I just really want to tell you how 
excited we are about having a confirmed ambassador for the five 
countries that you refer to. I dare say that many Americans do not 
even know the names of some of these Pacific Island states. When 
we look at their influence in the United Nations and other entities 
it can play an important role for U.S. strategic diplomacy. The 
same thing is true with the Caribbean island states that are very 
small, and we generally do not pay much attention to. 

China is paying attention to the five countries that you would be 
represent us at. So we do look forward to you giving us some con-
crete recommendations as to how we can strengthen our ties in 
these countries. It does not take very much. Paying a little bit of 
attention to them is what they really want. But we are going to 
need a game plan on how we can strengthen our ties with these 
countries and use that as a model in other areas where the United 
States has really been missing in action and China has been mov-
ing very aggressively. 

Ms. DAMOUR. Senator, thank you very much for those comments, 
and I think you are right. I think a lot of Americans could not find 
Kiribati on a map. But everybody knows about the Battle of 
Tarawa. We understand our historic role in that region. And I was 
very pleased to see the announcement yesterday of the intent of the 
Biden-Harris administration, subject to notification and consulta-
tion with Congress, to open two new embassies, in Tonga and in 
Kiribati. If confirmed, I very much look forward to being part of the 
process to developing the first U.S. national strategy for the Pacific 
Islands. 
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You are absolutely right. We need to show up. We need to up our 
game. We need to be there in person. And I would certainly hope, 
if confirmed, I would be able to consult with you, the members of 
the committee and your staffs, on how we can ensure consistent, 
sustained, high-level visits to the region to demonstrate in person 
that we are there and we are part of their future. Thank you. 

Senator CARDIN. Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator SCHATZ. Thank you, Senator Cardin. Just following up 

on that line of questioning, Ms. Damour, the announcement yester-
day was a really good start. I had a constructive conversation with 
several Pacific Island nation ambassadors about a month ago here 
in the Senate, and there were two issues that were flagged for me 
where they thought our presence could be very useful and it prob-
ably would not cost that much money or be an expenditure of an 
unusual amount of political capital. That is obviously IUU and tele-
health. We have seen such an extraordinary expansion of tele-
health in the United States over the last 8 or so years, particularly 
during the pandemic but even preceding that. They are very, very 
interested in what we can do in that space. 

I do not need you to be an expert right now on telehealth but 
I would love your commitment to flesh out these two issues. IUU 
is pretty well articulated. We know what we need to do. We just 
need to be present there. I think there are opportunities in terms 
of utilizing technology, drones in particular, to be more present in 
the region, to stop pirate fishing. 

But on the telehealth side, people’s eyes lit up when we started 
to talk about the opportunities there. I would like you to comment 
on that. 

Ms. DAMOUR. thank you very much, Senator. I agree, two of the 
issues that we need to be dealing with our global health issues in 
the region and maritime security, and if confirmed, I very much 
look forward to working with colleagues in the Indo-Pacific Com-
mand, with the U.S. Coast Guard. We already have shiprider 
agreements with all five of these nations that help them police and 
sustain their own resources. I would love to see if there is more we 
can do in that area. 

And I certainly think during the COVID pandemic we have all 
seen an increase of telemedicine so that people, even in remote 
areas, could access health care. So thank you very much for raising 
that, sir. Our health cooperation is a very important part of our co-
operation in these nations, and I would be very interested to con-
tinue that discussion, if confirmed. Thank you, sir. 

Senator SCHATZ. Thank you very much. Just two comments. One 
on IUU. There is a tendency to think that the only way to be 
present is to be underway. I just really us to use technology to be 
present and not have to sort of multiply the number of Coast 
Guard vessels and Navy vessels, because at some point that be-
comes impractical from a financial standpoint. 

The other thing is yes, everybody needs broadband and we 
should try to be of assistance there, but not all telehealth requires 
a high-speed internet connection, and we need to explore those op-
portunities, even as we try to help people get better broadband con-
nection. 
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Mr. Abraham, what opportunities do you see for the United 
States to engage ASEAN on environmental issues, including com-
batting deforestation and managing water systems such as the 
Mekong? 

Mr. ABRAHAM. Senator, thank you for the question. As you know, 
the nations of Southeast Asia are on the front lines of the impacts 
of climate change and issues surrounding sustainability. I men-
tioned the Young Southeast Asian Leaders Program in my opening 
testimony. One of the things that I know we hear from young lead-
ers in the region is their deep-seated conviction that we need to act 
on issues of climate change together. if confirmed,, that would cer-
tainly be an area of focus in my engagement with ASEAN. It has 
been a part of this administration’s engagement of ASEAN, includ-
ing through the special ASEAN Summits. And I would look to work 
closely with you and with partners in the region and with Congress 
on where further opportunities lie. 

Senator SCHATZ. Thank you. And before moving on to Senator 
Van Hollen for his questions I just want to point out on the defor-
estation side, you know, we have the Lacey Act, and we all know 
that illegally deforested products are impermissible from an import 
standpoint in the United States. But the truth is that most of the 
illegal deforestation is commodity driven, and so we are going to 
need to deal with that question, which is to say a lot of clear-cut-
ting happens for the purpose of growing commodities that we then 
import, and that is not covered by the Lacey Act. So we need to 
do something on the statutory side, but there is also a fair amount 
of room to maneuver at ASEAN and through USTR. 

So thank you all for your testimony and your willingness to 
serve. Senator Van Hollen. 

Senator VAN HOLLEN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and good to see 
you all again. Congratulations again on your nominations. 

Ambassador Godec, let me start with you. As has been men-
tioned, the United States and Thailand recently released a 
communiqué on our strategic alliance and partnership. That 
communiqué reads, in part, that it is grounded in, quote, ‘‘our col-
lective commitment to build resilient, inclusive democracies and ad-
vance human rights,’’ end quote. 

At the same time, the U.N. Office of High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, Human Rights Watch, and Amnesty International 
have all criticized Thailand’s laws that essentially prohibit criti-
cism of the monarchy. And, in fact, in February 2021, a U.N. Office 
of Human Rights panel of experts said, quote, ‘‘We have repeatedly 
emphasized that these laws have no place in a democratic country. 
Their increasingly harsh application has had the effect of chilling 
freedom of expression and further restricting civic space and enjoy-
ment of fundamental freedoms in Thailand,’’ end quote. 

As you know, there are many people in prison right now in Thai-
land for simply criticizing the king and monarchy. Can you just 
talk about how you will address those issues, if confirmed as Am-
bassador to Thailand? 

Mr. GODEC. Thank you, Senator, for the important question. The 
United States certainly respects the institution of the Thai mon-
archy. We understand the esteem with which the Thai people hold 
the royal family. That said, freedom of expression is critical, and 
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I would emphasize, both publicly and privately, the importance of 
allowing people to freely express their ideas without threat of ar-
rest. I would certainly, as I have done in my previous postings, 
both Kenya and Tunisia, make every effort again to protect the 
freedom of expression. 

I would also emphasize the importance that anyone who has 
been arrested be treated appropriately, with full respect for their 
fundamental rights and that they receive due process. And I would 
make certain to put an emphasis on that as well. 

Senator VAN HOLLEN. Thank you, and look, I support our part-
nership with Thailand, but when I see statements stating that we 
have sort of this collective commitment to human rights I think it 
is important that we make clear our differences on those issues 
with Thailand. 

Mr. GODEC. Absolutely, Senator. 
Senator VAN HOLLEN. Thank you. 
Mr. Buangan, with respect to Mongolia, we know that Mongolia 

relies on about 90 percent of their oil imports from Russia. Any 
thoughts on what we can do to address that issue and reduce that 
reliance? 

Mr. BUANGAN. Thank you for that question, Senator. Mongolia 
does find itself in a very complex geopolitical environment given 
their dependency on not just Russia but also the PRC, and in addi-
tion to relying on Russian oil imports and other energy imports 
they are completely also dependent on coal. So I think there are 
two opportunities here. I see one an environmental challenge, with 
their commitment to climate change, to help them facilitate and ex-
pedite their transition to clean and renewable energy that can be 
done in Mongolia. But also I think it is incumbent on the U.S. to 
ensure that they have strong economic systems that would allow 
them to find ways to further investment outside of China and the 
PRC. 

We have to accept the reality that they have close ties with Rus-
sia. I think that is something that many Mongolians want. But at 
the same time we should be able to allow them to do it in a way 
that respects their ability to do it, that does not threaten their sov-
ereignty, and does not coerce them or force them to make decisions 
that they do not want to make. 

So I think with respect to energy there is a lot of opportunity 
there where we can help them transition to that. 

Senator VAN HOLLEN. I appreciate that. As you indicate, they are 
sort of in a very tough spot geographically, with both Russia and 
the PRC. And just with respect to climate change—and I do not 
have time to get into it, but Mr. Thompson, as you know, Nepal 
is especially vulnerable to the impact of climate change, given the 
Himalayan glaciers, and I look forward to continuing the conversa-
tion with you on that. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator SCHATZ. Senator Booker. 
Senator BOOKER. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 
First of all I just want to take a step back and say thank you 

to all of you for being here. I am one of these folks that walks 
around this place and every once in a while has to stop and just 
take stock of the reality that we are sitting here in the Capitol of 
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the greatest country on earth, all of us stepping forward to serve, 
make sacrifices to do so. But the work we all do is incredibly im-
portant and it can make a difference for millions and millions of 
people. So I celebrate you all. I thank you all for, many of you, very 
long careers of service and putting yourself forth again to step into 
often difficult situations and try, amidst the chaos of humanity, to 
find good, to do good, and to make for a better future. So thank 
you all for that. 

Mr. Thompson, I really want to focus on you because I just re-
cently came back from Nepal, as I think you know, and it was an 
extraordinary, eye-opening trip. It was sort of one of the last coun-
tries we tagged onto a longer codel, but when I got there I found 
myself thanking God that I was able to visit the country because 
I learned so much. And this small nation, set between two titans, 
India and China, has had this difficult balancing act for a very, 
very long time. 

And maybe I want to start with China and their extraordinary 
influence in the nation. You have a country that in the last year 
or so accounts for about 78 percent of all the investment in Nepal, 
but at the same time, as we talk with government officials, they 
really want to deepen their relationship with us. You know the eco-
nomic agreement that we just got signed literally with China try-
ing to put disinformation and trying to undermine our ability to 
deepen these economic ties. The new prime minister there seems 
to be really committed to an independent relationship with Amer-
ica but not seem like we are just trying to exploit that relationship 
to counter China. They want to be understood as someone that has 
to stand on their own. 

And I am wondering if you can give me just a brief view of how 
you take your mission and how to strengthen our relationship as 
China continues to try to expand its influence and, frankly, under-
mine the autonomy of the country. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Thank you, Senator. It was a great privilege to 
brief you and the other members of the codel that traveled. We 
really appreciate the fact that you were able to tag Nepal on and 
have such a good experience. I know the Embassy there reported 
back very favorably about all the discussions that you had. 

You are absolutely right. This is a critical issue for Nepal as they 
balance their interests. I had mentioned in my opening statement, 
you talked about two titans. They often are referred to as a yam 
between two boulders. And as Prime Minister Deuba seeks to de-
velop the economy, to find a path forward for Nepal that represents 
the real interests of the Nepal people, this can be a challenging 
neighborhood in which to do it. 

You are absolutely right. The Millennium Challenge Corporation 
Compact provides a huge game-changing opportunity for them to 
have greater connectivity with the electricity grid in South Asia, to 
build better transportation networks, to allow them to expand their 
trade opportunities as a nation. We are also looking at other oppor-
tunities, Senator, such as through the Development Finance Cor-
poration and our USAID mission to help develop market-oriented 
opportunities with entrepreneurs, with greater business and invest-
ment climate. 
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And so if confirmed, I would look forward to really engaging very 
deeply on these fronts, because we are at a critical juncture for this 
type of opportunity. 

Senator BOOKER. Well, I hope you see me and I imagine a lot of 
other members of that codel as allies in this. I am not overstating 
this. I think we all fell in love with Nepal and its people, and it 
was an extraordinary experience. And on that note let me make the 
last point to you. I had never seen the Himalayas before, and as 
we flew by them I saw people on the plane with me looking out at 
this incredible mountain range with tears in their eyes, getting 
very emotional at the majesty of the mountains. But we also were 
coming off of understanding that Nepal is one of the top five coun-
tries on the planet right now that are suffering the effects of cli-
mate change. And I was stunned at how devastating the growing 
warmth is doing to that country and really threatening—I mean, 
20 percent of the water that humanity gets is coming from the 
Himalayas, and right now climate change is causing havoc and 
threatens extraordinary destruction, not to mention deprivation. 

So this, I see, as an urgency. I knew it intellectually but to expe-
rience it on the ground, to talk to people who are trying to think 
of creative ways to deal with this. So I am hoping you see that as 
part of your mission as well and to help us, as policymakers and 
lawmakers, try to find ways to help especially these very vulner-
able nations who are feeling, from island nations to many in the 
mountains who are going to feel the devastating effects of this, 
which will not only cause economic damage but it will cause polit-
ical instability as well. 

Mr. THOMPSON. We look forward to working with the committee, 
with our colleagues at the Department on this front. You are abso-
lutely right. It is critically important. Nepal made some very ambi-
tious pledges at the Cop26. We will continue through our assist-
ance programs to seek ways to help them adapt and mitigate cli-
mate change. It is a high priority for us, absolutely, if confirmed. 

Senator BOOKER. And again, thank you for your kindness to me 
before that incredible trip. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Thank you. 
Senator SCHATZ. Senator Hagerty. 
Senator HAGERTY. Thank you, Senator Schatz and Senator Rom-

ney, for holding this hearing, and to all of the nominees here today 
I want to congratulate you. Should you be confirmed you are going 
to have the unique opportunity and responsibility to represent the 
most exceptional nation in the world, and you are going to a region 
that is very critical right now, critical to our nation’s security but 
critical to the world’s security. 

And ASEAN, I think, is going to continue to play a very, very 
critical role to advance the vision that my good friend, former 
Prime Minister Abe articulated in terms of a free and open Indo- 
Pacific. And it was a great honor for me to work with him to deep-
en our alliance in that region and to expand that vision. It is a vi-
sion that I think has tremendous amount of opportunity for us and 
it is one that I think we should explore every opportunity to deep-
en. 

Mr. Abraham, I would like to turn to you and talk about your 
view with respect to the Quad’s relationship to ASEAN, and to get 
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your perspective in terms of how we can provide key resources. I 
think there is a tremendous opportunity here, whether it be infra-
structure resources through the Blue Dot Network, facilitating vac-
cines or new technologies. But I would like to get your perspective 
on how we can deepen our relationship in the Quad framework in 
ASEAN. 

Mr. ABRAHAM. Senator, thank you for the question and thank 
you for your leadership in the region. If confirmed, one of the 
things that I would be most enthusiastic about doing is trying to 
find ways, consistent with our views around ASEAN centrality, to 
create greater connectivity within the region, within the various in-
stitutional pieces of the regional framework, one of them being the 
Quad. 

I think we have seen some progress to that end and there are 
some interesting areas of both common interest and potential col-
laboration. The one I would point to, which certainly speaks to a 
broader priority I would bring, if confirmed, surrounds our commit-
ment to freedom of navigation and overflight into the maritime se-
curity of the region. During the Biden-Harris administration, the 
quad has announced and taken steps towards providing, as a public 
good, some data transparency tools around maritime domain 
awareness. That is a public good that would absolutely be 
impactful to our work with ASEAN and with ASEAN member na-
tions, and I think it is illustrative of areas of common interest that 
I would hope to build upon. 

You touched on health security. I also think there are great op-
portunities for collaboration there, as was noted at the tail end of 
the U.S.-ASEAN Special Summit recently. 

Senator HAGERTY. Again, I encourage you to take every oppor-
tunity you can to find ways to not only deepen our relationships 
with ASEAN but to bring that into the framework in a constructive 
manner with the Quad. 

Mr. ABRAHAM. Yes, sir. 
Senator HAGERTY. Mr. Buangan, I would like to turn to you to 

talk about Mongolia. Mongolia has been regarded as an oasis of de-
mocracy within the authoritarian desert of Eurasia. Mongolia also 
has a rich history dating back to the times of Genghis Khan. We 
are also aware of the fact that the Chinese Communist Party 
makes very human efforts to dilute the cultures of ethnic groups 
such as the Uighurs in Xinjiang. 

The Chinese Communist Party is attempting to do the same 
thing with Mongolian heritage and culture, as you know, I am cer-
tain. In 2020, the Chinese Communist Party demanded the re-
moval of the words ‘‘Genghis Khan,’’ the word ‘‘empire,’’ and ‘‘Mon-
gol’’ from a museum exhibition in France. The Chinese Communist 
Party wants to airbrush its history to minimize the important role 
of ethnic minorities such as the Mongols. And, in addition, the Chi-
nese Communist Party is intensifying its pressure on ethnic Mon-
golians that are living in China, to suppress their local language, 
to suppress their culture. 

Mr. Buangan, in your view what are the objectives of the Chi-
nese Communist Party in seeking to dilute the Mongolian heritage 
and culture and what are your plans to help Mongolia diversify 
away from China and those pressures that it is feeling? 
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Mr. BUANGAN. Thank you so much for that question, Senator, 
and I appreciate your concern to that. I think the vast majority of 
Mongolians will agree and be pleased to hear your concern for that 
and particularly as it relates to the PRC’s attempts to dilute the 
culture and religious traditions of ethnic minorities in China. It is 
something that we have seen. Mongolia, both its people and its 
Government, have been following the developments, in Inner Mon-
golia in particular. They are concerned about it. They are tracking 
it. But because of China’s enormous economic leverage that they 
have with Mongolia it is very difficult for them to speak out. 

But in that vein, what I would say is that we, at the U.S. Em-
bassy—and this is something that I would certainly prioritize if I 
am confirmed—is that we have a lot of programs with Mongolians 
where we celebrate their culture, where we help them preserve a 
lot of their rich, diverse culture. I would point to a couple of exam-
ples that we do. Our Ambassador’s Fund for Cultural Preservation, 
for example, just awarded a grant to the National Library of Mon-
golia to help them preserve Tibetan ancient manuscripts and 
woodblock prints. 

We also speak out very vocally, as you know, when we see the 
Chinese attempt to distort the history of the Uighurs and Tibetans, 
including ethnic Mongolians in Inner Mongolia. And I think the 
Mongolians see that, and I think they appreciate that. So I would 
hope to continue that conversation with my Mongolian counter-
parts, if confirmed, to help them, one, celebrate their rich history 
but, two, figure out ways where we can figure out how we can 
speak openly and candidly about what is going on in the PRC. 

Senator HAGERTY. Excellent. Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man. 

Senator SCHATZ. Senator Coons. 
Senator COONS. Thank you, Chairman Schatz. Thank you to all 

of our nominees today for your long service to our nation and your 
dedication to foreign service. And thank you to your families for 
supporting you in this service and being such great partners with 
you. 

I have a broad number of questions and very little time, so I am 
going to focus, if I might, on a few areas of principal concern, just 
for me. Ambassador Godec, it is wonderful to see you again. Across 
a number of trips and engagements in Kenya and Ethiopia and 
elsewhere I am so impressed with your skills and your engagement 
and your capability. Thailand is a new region for you, a new en-
gagement, and one where your deep experience, I think, will be 
critical and relevant. 

One of our core challenges, both in ASEAN and in Thailand and 
around the world in lots of different countries and contexts is bal-
ancing our interest in free expression, democracy, robust human 
rights in civil society, and security. How do you think we will bal-
ance our critical security relationship with Thailand with con-
tinuing to press for improvements in civil society and opening 
space for human rights advocates? 

Mr. GODEC. Thank you, Senator Coons, and it is terrific to see 
you again as well. 

Senator, we do have obviously a number of interests with Thai-
land. We have a relationship that goes back almost two centuries, 
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and across that time we have done a lot together, as I said in my 
opening statement. I do think we can do these things simulta-
neously. We can continue the security partnership which is so crit-
ical and at the same time be plain, privately, certainly, but public 
also when appropriate about things like the importance of contin-
ued progress on democracy, protection of human rights, funda-
mental freedoms. 

We can do these things, and I would certainly be deeply com-
mitted to doing that, in a wide range of ways. It starts by showing 
up. It was great to see the Secretary in Thailand just on Sunday. 
It was great to see the recent U.S.-ASEAN Special Summit the 
President hosted. It was great to see the other visitors, Secretary 
of Defense, out there just recently. But then it goes to, again, look-
ing at really all of the different areas of the partnership, continuing 
the dialogue, and continuing to really emphasize where we can 
move forward together and where we have differences, making 
plain what those differences are and explaining why what we have 
to offer, I think, in terms of values is a good way to go. 

Senator COONS. Well, and I think sending a seasoned senior am-
bassador like yourself to help balance that tricky and challenging 
balance is exactly the right choice. 

Mr. Abraham, Yohannes, if I could, great to see you here. I am 
excited about your nomination to ASEAN. The Indo-Pacific Eco-
nomic Framework, how do you plan to engage ASEAN on this 
opening towards trade integration that is not overturned in TPP 
but is an opportunity? How would you make progress on the IPEF? 

Mr. ABRAHAM. Senator, thank you, and it is great to see you as 
well. I think first and foremost, as you do, the administration be-
lieves that deepening our economic ties with the region, Indo-Pa-
cific writ large and certainly within ASEAN, is critical to not only 
our economic prosperity but also our national security. 

If confirmed, I would look to work in close partnership with my 
colleagues in capitals around region to build on what we found to 
be a very encouraging initial set of countries who signed up to be 
a part of the launch of IPEF, seven members of ASEAN being 
amongst them. 

And so right now we are in a scoping stage of the exercise. As 
we continue to progress to build out IPEF I would look to be a part-
ner with my colleagues in capitals around the region as well as in 
Washington, D.C. 

Senator COONS. Ms. Damour, I was pleased to see the initiative 
about new embassies in Kiribati and Tonga, the return of the 
Peace Corps to the region, establishment of a new USAID office in 
the region. If I might, with the forbearance of the Chairman, I 
would just like to ask each of the three remaining nominees if you 
might. I have particularly been interested in and supportive of the 
Development Finance Corporation and the Millennium Challenge 
Corporation. I am the Chair of the appropriating subcommittee 
that funds both of these. 

Could you just briefly explain how they will play a key role in 
the Pacific Islands, in our relationships in Mongolia, and in our re-
lationships in Nepal, and how we might strengthen and deepen our 
partnerships in regions and countries where they have an alter-
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native and we are trying to show up, as it were, and provide a 
meaningful partnership? 

Ms. DAMOUR. Thank you for that, Senator, and thank you for 
your interest in the region. We do have one country amongst the 
five to which I have been nominated that has started a conversa-
tion with the MCC, as well as two countries that have signed an 
agreement with the Development Finance Corporation. And these 
are going to be critical because it will allow us to establish assist-
ance to them that can help them with their sustainable economic 
development needs, which are vast, particularly in the area of in-
frastructure. 

One of the things, if confirmed, that I would look forward to 
doing is exploring how we can leverage those capabilities in order 
to demonstrate why the United States should be the preferred part-
ner in assisting with their economic development. 

Senator COONS. Thank you. Mr. Buangan, in Mongolia? 
Mr. BUANGAN. Thank you, Senator, for that question. There are 

a couple of areas where I see the DFC and MCC helping with Mon-
golia, particularly through their infrastructure development. As I 
stated in my opening remarks, our largest investment right now is 
in the $350 million Millennium Challenge Corporation’s grand to 
help Ulaanbaatar increase its water capacity. I think there is also 
a lot of opportunity that both of those programs are doing with re-
spect to trade and investment, particularly improving Mongolia’s 
investment climate, as we are seeing with DFC. 

And I think given the realities that Mongolia has, particularly 
with rooting out corruption, with strengthening its rule of law, I 
think those programs are also doing a lot to help strengthen capac-
ity-building in those areas, where I think it would help, particu-
larly as we are focusing on Mongolia’s economic infrastructure and 
their economic development and their energy diversification, which 
I mentioned earlier, I think the whole-of-government approach 
here, DFC, MCC, including our public diplomacy and USAID pro-
grams will help strengthen those areas. Thank you. 

Senator COONS. Mr. Chairman, your call. Do we have a moment 
for Nepal or should we move on? 

Senator SCHATZ. Sure. 
Senator COONS. Mr. Thompson. 
Mr. THOMPSON. Thank you, Senator. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

We have talked a bit about the MCC already. It is a game-changer, 
I believe, for Nepal. Five hundred million dollars will lead to thou-
sands of jobs, tremendous infrastructure, connectivity for Nepal 
and India and the rest of the region. Tremendous transportation 
infrastructure upgrades for Nepal which can have great benefit on 
the trade front. 

DFC, a bit smaller still. It is more of a nascent stage there but 
a fantastic tool, we believe, to help provide the financing that is 
going to be necessary in so many areas, such as renewable energy, 
health care sector, and the growing technology sector there as well. 
So we look forward to seeing how we can better use that, and if 
confirmed, I would certainly be interested in doing that. 

Senator COONS. Thank you all very much. Thank you for your 
forbearance, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator SCHATZ. Senator Markey. 
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Senator MARKEY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, very much. 
Mr. Abraham, in your testimony you spoke about the importance 

of human rights and standing up to universal values. My col-
leagues and I, we sent a letter to President Biden before the U.S.- 
ASEAN summit in May, urging the President to place democracy, 
good governance, and human rights as key items on the summit’s 
agenda. I was disappointed that despite the importance the Presi-
dent said he will place on human rights and democracy in U.S. for-
eign policy these issues were marginalized during the summit. 

So if confirmed, what would you do to elevate the importance of 
human rights and concerns about democratic backsliding amongst 
ASEAN member countries? 

Mr. ABRAHAM. Senator, thank you for the question, and I share 
your concerns around human rights and democratic backsliding in 
the region. If confirmed, first and foremost I will not hesitate to 
speak with interlocuters around the region about our human rights 
and/or governance concerns, in public and private fora. I would also 
work with the mission staff to ensure that U.S.-ASEAN missions 
tracking and monitoring capabilities as it relates to human rights 
concerns remain robust, and I would hope to work in close partner-
ship with my colleagues, my bilateral colleagues in missions 
around the region on individual countries’ concerns. 

Senator MARKEY. I am deeply concerned about the lack of 
progress in implementing the five-point consensus developed by 
ASEAN member countries, particularly with regard to engagement 
with all parties in Burma, including the National Unity Govern-
ment. If confirmed, how would you engage with ASEAN to make 
progress in addressing the deteriorating human rights situation in 
Burma? 

Mr. ABRAHAM. Senator, first and foremost, if confirmed, address-
ing really the horrifying and deteriorating situation in Burma 
would be a top priority of mine, and I would robustly push for the 
implementation of the five-points agenda and I would also look to 
work with colleagues around the government on what other tools 
we can bring to bear to change the regime’s calculus and begin to 
move the country back towards a multiparty democracy. That 
would certainly be, and a way that has built on the administra-
tion’s use of the tools that Congress has granted them so far. 

Senator MARKEY. Okay. I want to stay with Burma and go to 
you, Ambassador Godec. Revenue from dirty fossil fuels continues 
to line the Burmese military’s coffers. According to Human Rights 
Watch, Thailand’s state-owned energy company, PTT, purchased 
about 80 percent of Burma’s exported gas, repeatedly called for the 
United States to take a page out of the EU’s playbook, and sanc-
tioned the Myanmar oil and gas enterprise. 

Ambassador Godec, do you agree that we need to work with 
Thailand to reduce its reliance on natural gas from Burma and to 
reduce the Thai government’s continued financial support of the 
Burmese military? 

Mr. GODEC. Thank you for the question, Senator. I just want to 
emphasis as I did in my opening statement that the Burmese re-
gime continues to carry out horrifying atrocities and it is critically 
important that this stop. We have supported ASEAN and the five- 
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point consensus but there is not enough progress, clearly. In fact, 
there is no progress at all, and it needs to happen. 

We have worked with Thailand. Burma and the Burmese re-
gime’s horrifying actions have been a top issue in discussions with 
Thailand. Certainly the Secretary and many other officials have 
raised this. We are seeking ways with the Thai to increase the 
pressure on the Burmese regime. All options are on the table. That 
includes further action in the oil and gas sector. And, Senator, I 
would commit to working very hard on this matter, if confirmed. 
We appreciate some of the things that Thailand has done on the 
humanitarian side but clearly more pressure needs to be brought 
to bear and new ways—— 

Senator MARKEY. It is all about oil and gas, everywhere on the 
planet. It is about the dough—— 

Mr. GODEC. It is a critical issue, Senator. I agree. 
Senator MARKEY.—with these authoritarian regimes, that they 

are able to extract from oil and gas, and then they do their evil 
deeds with that dough. So every time we see it we know what the 
answer should be, and if we take strong action then we will prob-
ably extract the results that we are looking for. 

And with that I will just ask my final question, over to Ms. 
Damour, and Fiji and the impact climate change is having upon 
Fiji and what actions we should be taking to assure them that we 
are on their side and will be there to help them. 

Ms. DAMOUR. Thank you very much for the question, Senator, 
and thank you for focus on that region. The question of climate 
change, mitigating climate change is an existential issue for these 
nations. They are the most vulnerable around the world given their 
low-lying areas. The Biden-Harris administration has made it a top 
priority for addressing the region, mitigating the effects of climate 
change, assisting them with a clean energy transition. All of those, 
if confirmed, would be focus for me in terms of helping them. 

Senator MARKEY. Well, nothing more important because they are 
right in the crosshairs and we have to demonstrate that we under-
stand their vulnerability and that we are going to take action. But 
we are going to show it to them specifically as well in terms of the 
help which we give them. 

So we thank you and we thank all of you. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
back. 

Senator SCHATZ. Senator Kaine. 
Senator KAINE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and congratulations 

to the nominees. I note that three of you are Virginians and Vir-
ginia is proud of each of you. 

Mr. Godec, in particular, I want to commend you in your current 
role, the work that you have done with Afghan refugee resettle-
ment at the State Department. I do not think we give it enough 
attention here that in 90 days the United States helped 126,000 
people come out of Afghanistan, about 50,000 to other nations, 
76,000 to the United States. Virtually all of them came into Vir-
ginia at Dulles Airport. They were then assigned to one of eight 
military bases for processing, three of which were in Virginia. As 
of February, all of those bases were closed and the 76,000 in the 
United States were now in communities, supported by families, 
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supported by churches and other nonprofit groups all over the 
United States. 

I do not think that story has been told enough. I have suggested 
before that I think it would be a good idea for this committee to 
talk about the—you know, get an update on the status of these 
76,000 as well as the 50,000 who we helped evacuate to third coun-
tries. We do know there are others in Afghanistan who continue to 
want to come to the United States, and I think that would also be 
an appropriate topic to delve into, what more we can do about that. 

But just that number, 126,000 in 90 days, by order of comparison 
in the aftermath of the Vietnam War it took months and years to 
bring 120,000 Vietnamese to the United States. In the aftermath 
of World War II we brought about 65,000 displaced people from Eu-
rope, primarily Jewish Europeans, to the United States. That took 
5 years to bring 75,000 European Jews to the United States in the 
aftermath of World War II. The fact that you and your colleagues 
and this administration was able to help 76,000 Afghans begin a 
new chapter of life here, and another 50,000 in other countries 
where they would be safer than Afghanistan is worthy of some at-
tention, and I hope we might do that. 

Mr. Abraham, I want to ask you a question. It is good to see you 
again. I want to ask you a question about ASEAN. Four of the 10 
ASEAN nations have border disputes with China. So as somebody 
who does not consider myself an expert in the region I look at that 
as, that is interesting. So what does that fact say about prospects 
for deeper and deeper U.S. engagement with the ASEAN nations? 

Mr. ABRAHAM. Senator, thank you for the question. I think my 
reflection on that fact is that it is a national security interest of 
ours to build the capacity of ASEAN as an institution to allow the 
nations of ASEAN to speak collectively, in a unified way, and im-
portantly have the tools at their disposal to act on their self-inter-
ests. There are any number of those interests. You touch on terri-
torial integrity and the issues of sovereignty. We are certainly com-
mitted to, and if confirmed, I would be committed to ensuring that 
ASEAN has the institutional capacity and that we are encouraging 
of their ability to collectively, and collectivize some of their con-
cerns in a way that would put them in the driver’s seat in dealing 
with bigger countries in the region like the PRC. 

Senator KAINE. The border disputes are largely in the South 
China Sea, and the U.S. is sort of committing a self-inflicted wound 
by not eventually ratifying the U.N. Convention on the law of the 
sea. If the U.S. ratified that treaty, as every Secretary of Defense 
and every Secretary of State for the last decade has suggested we 
do, then we would have standing to help in pressing claims about 
border disputes in that area. We now do not have standing because 
of our refusal, which is amazing to me, our refusal to ratify that 
treaty. It is my hope that colleagues would eventually wake up to 
the need to do that. 

Let me ask you this. Senator Markey asked you about Burma 
and what you might do, obviously, to deal with the very, very dif-
ficult situation there. Secretary Blinken recently had some tough 
words for ASEAN, feeling like ASEAN had not really done enough. 
They have done some. Individual leaders have done some things. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 11:14 Jan 17, 2023 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00035 Fmt 6601 Sfmt 6602 S:\FULL COMMITTEE\GPO FILES\NOM.2DTOPRINT\13 NOM. 07 13 2022\JULY13.TXT MF
O

R
E

I-
S

U
R

F
A

C
-1

4 
w

ith
 D

IS
T

IL
LE

R



36 

They have blocked Burmese leadership from attending ASEAN 
meetings on occasion. 

But as you look at what ASEAN could do to be more effective in 
Burma, talk about that a little bit. 

Mr. ABRAHAM. Senator, thank you for the question. I would view 
our engagement with ASEAN as part of a larger whole of trying 
to effect change on the situation in Burma. I think our work with 
ASEAN would be an important part of that. I think building on the 
floor that was set, to your point about the precedent that was set 
about nonpolitical representation of Burma at key ASEAN meet-
ings is an important floor that we need to build on and build from. 

I would view myself as part of a broader team, a multilateral 
component of a broader team that is really aimed at changing the 
regime’s calculus. Some of that work will be done in bilateral con-
text, and if I was confirmed, I would happily and enthusiastically 
work bilaterally or in small groupings in Jakarta with representa-
tives from other ASEAN nations on which in which we can con-
tinue to change the regime’s calculus and continue to build an echo 
chamber around the costs that we have exacted on the regime. 

Senator KAINE. Thank you. I yield back, Mr. Chair. 
Senator SCHATZ. Thank you, Senator Kaine. If there are no more 

questions for the witnesses the record will remain open until close 
of business Thursday, July 14, for questions for the record. We 
urge our nominees to complete those answers as rapidly and as 
thoroughly as possible so that we can clear for committee action 
your nominations. Each of you will have critical positions that we 
need confirmed, so we would urge you to try to complete this work 
as quickly as possible. 

If there is no further business the committee stands adjourned. 
[Whereupon, at 11:34 a.m., the hearing was adjourned.] 

Additional Material Submitted for the Record 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO HON. ROBERT F. GODEC BY SENATOR ROBERT MENENDEZ 

Question. How should the US balance our concerns about Thailand’s democratic 
backsliding with our security commitments and cooperation to the country? Given 
the Government crackdown on protesters, do you think all military exercises, includ-
ing the large-scale Cobra Gold exercises, should continue as usual? 

Answer. The United States and Thailand are longstanding allies. We have exten-
sive cooperation on security, which has been important for both our countries and 
the region. Promoting respect for human rights and democracy are also indispen-
sable elements of our foreign policy that advance our strategic interests. Our secu-
rity assistance programs include human rights training and associated institutional 
capacity building and, I believe, the more we engage with Thailand on security 
issues, the more we are promoting respect for human rights in the military and po-
lice. 

If confirmed, I would engage with the Thai Government, civil society, and other 
parts of Thai society on how we can best achieve our human rights and democracy 
objectives and our security assistance objectives to promote the broader interests of 
the United States. I believe we can successfully pursue all our goals. 

Question. How, if confirmed, do you plan on raising the issues of the arrested pro- 
democracy protest leaders with the Thai Government? What leverage does the 
United States have to encourage greater respect for human rights in Thailand? 
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Answer. If confirmed, I will prioritize with the Thai Government the importance 
of further progress on democracy and respect for human rights, including the rights 
to freedom of expression and freedom of peaceful assembly. 

In the recently signed United States-Thailand Communique on Strategic Alliance 
and Partnership, the Thai Government affirmed strong democratic institutions, 
independent civil society, and free and fair elections are central to our shared vision. 
As I have done in my other assignments, I would engage both privately and, when 
appropriate, publicly on these issues. I would also encourage senior U.S. Govern-
ment leaders, congressional visitors, and others to do so, as well. I believe our con-
tinued engagement with Thailand across the broad range of our shared interests 
will help influence and encourage further progress in Thailand. 

Question. If you are confirmed, what role will Thailand’s relations with Burma 
play in your engagement with their leadership? 

Answer. The escalating crisis in Burma is horrifying, and the United States has 
continued to urge others to take strong actions in response to the military coup and 
the regime’s abhorrent crackdown on the people of Burma. If confirmed, I would 
continue to prioritize engagement with the Thai Government on Burma. I would fur-
ther press Thailand to hold the military regime accountable to the full and swift 
implementation of the ASEAN Five-Point consensus. 

If confirmed, I would also prioritize increasing humanitarian assistance to the 
people of Burma. I want to work with Thailand to expand existing assistance efforts 
to better address the ongoing the crisis in Burma and the delivery of unhindered 
humanitarian aid, including through cross-border mechanisms. 

Question. What are the key challenges Thailand faces in addressing trafficking in 
persons, including in the fishing industry and sex trafficking of women and chil-
dren? How, if at all, has the COVID–19 pandemic affected the Government’s anti- 
trafficking efforts? 

Answer. The downgrade in 2021 of Thailand’s Trafficking in Persons Report rank-
ing reflected the challenges Thailand has faced in adequately addressing this seri-
ous problem. The Thai Government has prioritized making improvements in its 
anti-trafficking efforts and, if confirmed, I will work to find avenues of cooperation 
to support these efforts. 

Thailand’s key challenges have been in investigating and prosecuting offenders, 
particularly for labor trafficking. Although Thailand has made efforts to improve 
labor inspections, the Government still faces challenges identifying traffickers—par-
ticularly in the fishing industry. During the pandemic, the Government and NGOs 
saw an increase in online sexual exploitation, especially of children. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO HON. ROBERT F. GODEC BY SENATOR JAMES E. RISCH 

Question. In the State Department’s 2021 Trafficking in Persons Report, Thailand 
was downgraded to the Tier 2 Watch List for not fully meeting the minimum stand-
ards to eliminate trafficking including by initiating fewer investigations, and pros-
ecuting and convicting fewer traffickers. How will you work with the Thai Govern-
ment to address these issues if you are confirmed as Ambassador? 

Answer. Thailand’s downgraded ranking in the 2021 Trafficking in Persons Re-
port reflected the challenges the country has encountered in adequately addressing 
this serious problem. The Thai Government has reported it continues to prioritize 
making improvements in its anti-trafficking efforts and, if confirmed, I will work to 
find avenues of cooperation to support these efforts. 

Working with our interagency team at Embassy Bangkok, I will seek specific 
ways to support anti-trafficking goals. For example, both publicly and privately, I 
will promote the improvement of the capacity of local law enforcement to investigate 
and prosecute offenders—especially labor traffickers. The Thai Government has 
publicly stated its desire to improve its anti-trafficking efforts and, if confirmed, I 
plan to leverage this political will and work closely with the Thai Government to 
achieve our shared goals of protecting victims and bringing traffickers to justice. 

Question. The Office of to Monitor and Combat trafficking in persons plays a key 
role in assisting Ambassadors in promoting anti-trafficking work. Please describe 
how you can work with the office to improve Thailand’s anti-trafficking work in 
country. 
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Answer. I deeply value the work done by the Office to Monitor and Combat Traf-
ficking in Persons and plan to coordinate closely with them to improve anti-traf-
ficking efforts in Thailand. Specifically, if confirmed, I would welcome the oppor-
tunity to host officials from the TIP Office in Bangkok, in order to facilitate candid 
engagements with the Thai Government and civil society on ways to combat traf-
ficking. Throughout my career, I have found that such visits foster relationships 
across governments and people and help build common understanding of the causes 
and potential solutions for issues such as trafficking in persons. 

Question. What concrete steps can you, if confirmed, take with your mission to 
help Thailand improve its anti-trafficking efforts? 

Answer. Some of Thailand’s key challenges have centered around its efforts to 
provide adequate services to victims and to address labor trafficking. Although Thai-
land has made efforts to improve labor inspections, the Government still faces chal-
lenges identifying labor trafficking victims and their traffickers—including in the 
fishing industry. If confirmed, I will lead the mission’s efforts to work with the Thai 
Government, civil society, and other partners to focus on areas where Thailand 
must improve. 

I also hope to build on existing programming such as USAID’s Counter Traf-
ficking in Persons Program in Thailand to address the demands and incentives for 
using forced labor, among other goals. Mission Thailand includes dozens of U.S. 
agencies and offices and I plan to leverage that talent and expertise to bring a 
whole-of-mission approach to combat trafficking in Thailand. 

Question. In the State Department’s 2021 International Religious Freedom report, 
tensions between religious groups remains in Thailand, particularly in the Deep 
South, which has resulted in at least 86 deaths of both Muslims and Buddhists. 
What is your assessment of this particular issue and if confirmed, how will you 
work with the Ambassador-at-Large to bolster religious freedom in-country? 

Answer. As Secretary Blinken has stated, the United States maintains its unwav-
ering support to promote respect for and protect freedom of religion or belief for all. 
I understand that Mission Thailand regularly engages with the Thai Government, 
civil society, and Thais of all religious backgrounds to promote respect for the free-
dom of religion or belief. Mission Thailand has made outreach to the Deep South 
a priority, supporting projects on digital literacy, diversity and inclusion, youth en-
gagement, and community building. If confirmed, I commit to continuing these im-
portant engagements, and I would work with the Ambassador-at-Large to explore 
new ways to further support religious freedom in Thailand. 

Question. In the State Department’s 2021 Human Rights Report, Thailand was 
noted as having several significant human rights abuses, including credible reports 
of torture, cruel and inhuman treatment by government officials and arbitrary ar-
rests. Additionally, there are reports of serious restrictions on freedom of expression, 
association, and movement. If confirmed, what steps will you take to continue to ad-
dress these instances with the host government? 

Answer. Promoting human rights and fundamental freedoms and advancing 
democratic values are among my highest priorities, including as part of advancing 
our vision for a free and open Indo-Pacific. If confirmed, I will ensure these prior-
ities continue to be elevated in meetings and engagements with the Thai Govern-
ment at all levels and remain a central focus of the bilateral relationship. I will en-
courage the Thai Government to respect freedoms of expression, association, and 
movement and encourage Thailand to review and revise or repeal laws used to un-
duly restrict any of these freedoms. Thailand’s continued progress to uphold demo-
cratic institutions, and human rights, including freedom of expression, is essential 
to our partnership as was reflected in the recently signed United States-Thailand 
Communique on Strategic Alliance and Partnership. 

Question. How will you direct your Embassy to work with civil society organiza-
tions to improve the human rights situation on the ground? 

Answer. Throughout my career, I have prioritized engagement with and support 
for civil society. The United States places great importance on civil society and 
NGOs and, if confirmed, I will continue our strong advocacy both publicly and pri-
vately in support of the critical role played by civil society in Thailand’s democratic 
development and promotion of human rights. If confirmed, I would work to advance 
American values and respect for human rights in my engagements at all levels of 
the Thai Government and with all parts of Thai society and would ask all members 
of Mission Thailand to take the same approach. 
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Question. If confirmed, do you commit to personally raising human rights issues 
with the Thai Government? 

Answer. Yes. If confirmed, I will not hesitate to raise human rights issues with 
all levels of the Thai Government. As allies and partners, the United States and 
Thailand have a productive platform with which to engage candidly. I firmly believe 
that the promotion of human rights is in the interest of all people in the United 
States and Thailand, and I will work tirelessly in support of that goal. If confirmed, 
in addition to raising human rights issues with the Thai Government, I look forward 
to meeting regularly with human rights advocates, civil society, and other non-gov-
ernmental organizations in Thailand to affirm U.S. support for human rights. 

Question. Many U.S. missions have been under enormous stress over the last few 
years, in large part due to COVID. What is your understanding of morale through-
out Mission Bangkok? 

Answer. Mission Thailand is one of the largest in the world and high morale is 
essential to its success. Like many other missions around the world, the COVID– 
19 pandemic created challenges for the staff and for families. I understand the cur-
rent mission leadership has worked hard and effectively to address these concerns 
and the recent lifting of some restrictions by the Thai Government and improvement 
in the overall public health situation has helped. If confirmed, I would work with 
the DCM and others in the mission to bolster morale further and ensure all staff 
and families have sense of safety and security. 

Question. How do you intend to improve morale at Mission Bangkok? 
Answer. If confirmed, I would place a high priority on mission morale and actively 

seek opportunities to improve it. As I indicated in my statement at my hearing, I 
would prioritize the safety and security of mission staff and families and work to 
ensure the team has the resources needed to succeed in advancing our goals. I 
would draw from my experiences at Embassy Nairobi and Embassy Tunis to im-
prove morale and foster a strong community life, always seeking to innovate. I 
would work with the DCM and use an inclusive style, consulting and speaking fre-
quently with staff to solicit ideas and share views on how to build morale. I would 
support staff development with an interagency mentorship program and seek staff 
input through regular anonymous morale surveys (to include on the performance of 
the Ambassador and DCM). 

Question. How do you intend to create a unified mission and vision at Mission 
Bangkok? 

Answer. As I have done in my previous service as Ambassador, if confirmed, I 
would start by listening to our country team and other personnel in Thailand to en-
sure I fully understand our current objectives and programs. I would consult with 
them to establish a clear vision and set of goals and objectives. I would work to com-
municate those goals throughout the Mission and more widely in the U.S. Govern-
ment. I would also create a strong interagency working group system to monitor and 
facilitate implementation. 

Question. Management is a key responsibility for chiefs of mission. How would 
you describe your management style? 

Answer. I believe in an inclusive, open, and collaborative leadership and manage-
ment style. I seek the views of the widest possible range of staff and to build a 
team. I work with the entire team to create a vision, set goals, and implement them. 
I communicate clearly and candidly and ask that everyone else do so as well. I seek 
to decentralize decision-making and empower employees to own and direct their 
work and activities consistent with U.S. law and administration policy. 

Question. Do you believe it is ever acceptable or constructive to berate subordi-
nates, either in public or private? 

Answer. No. It is never acceptable or constructive to berate subordinates either 
in public or private. 

Question. How do you envision your leadership relationship with your deputy 
chief of mission? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would ask my deputy chief of mission to serve as the Em-
bassy’s chief operating officer. I would regularly seek the DCM’s views on the full 
range of leadership, management, and policy issues the mission faces and keep the 
DCM informed of my actions, activities, and decisions. 

Question. If confirmed, what leadership responsibilities do you intend to entrust 
to your deputy chief of mission? 
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Answer. As a former ambassador, I understand that the ambassador-deputy chief 
of mission relationship is critical to a well-functioning mission. In my previous as-
signments, I have empowered my DCM to serve as the Embassy’s chief operating 
officer and would do so as well in Thailand, if confirmed. I would regularly seek the 
DCM’s counsel to ensure effective Embassy operations to enable the team to meet 
our strategic objectives and implement our policies and programs. I would also en-
sure the DCM is fully informed of and consulted on all mission policies and activi-
ties and is prepared to become Charge d’Affaires when necessary. 

Question. In order to create and continue employee excellence at the Department, 
accurate and direct employee evaluation reports (EERs) for Foreign Service Officers 
are imperative, though often lacking. Do you believe that it is important to provide 
employees with accurate, constructive feedback on their performances in order to 
encourage improvement and reward those who most succeeded in their roles? 

Answer. Yes, it is important to provide employees with accurate, constructive 
feedback on their performances to encourage improvement and reward those who 
succeed in their work. If confirmed, I commit to doing both. 

Question. If confirmed, would you support and encourage clear, accurate, and di-
rect feedback to employees in order to improve performance and reward high achiev-
ers? 

Answer. Yes, I would support and encourage clear, accurate, and direct feedback 
to employees in order to improve performance and reward high achievers. If con-
firmed, I commit to doing so. 

Question. It is imperative that U.S. diplomats get outside of posts abroad to meet 
with local actors, including host government officials, non-government organizations, 
and fellow foreign diplomats stationed in Thailand. In your opinion, do U.S. dip-
lomats get outside of our Embassy walls enough to accomplish fully their missions? 

Answer. In recent years, security concerns and now the COVID–19 pandemic have 
limited the engagement of U.S. diplomats in Thailand and other countries. As Sec-
retary Blinken has emphasized, however, ‘‘diplomacy is a contact sport.’’ I believe 
it is essential that we actively reach out to speak and engage with the Thai people 
in all walks of life. We must get out of the Embassy and into the communities if 
we are to be effective diplomats. 

Question. How do you intend to improve the ability of U.S. diplomats to better 
access all local populations? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would work with the Embassy Bangkok and Consulate 
General Chiang Mai Public Affairs Sections and with the full country team to find 
ways to engage with people across Thailand. We would do so through many chan-
nels (e.g., events, digital and traditional media, and other available mechanisms) to 
advance U.S. goals. I would work to ensure that all members of the Mission Thai-
land team are involved in this outreach and make it a priority. 

Question. Public diplomacy is an important aspect of U.S. foreign policy efforts. 
What is the public diplomacy environment like in Thailand? 

Answer. With its rich culture and traditions and 200 years of friendship with the 
United States, I understand Thailand is a vibrant environment for public diplomacy. 
Additionally, the United States and Thailand enjoy robust people-to-people connec-
tions creating the foundation for expansive public diplomacy and outreach. For 
many years, the United States has supported cultural exchange with Thailand 
through highly successful programs like the Fulbright program, Young Southeast 
Asian Leaders Initiative (YSEALI), and the United States’ International Visitor 
Leadership Program (IVLP). If confirmed, I hope to build on these programs to cre-
ate lasting connections between the next generations of our countries. 

Question. What public diplomacy challenges do U.S. diplomats face there? 
Answer. Disinformation, competition in the information and programming space, 

and personnel constraints present public diplomacy challenges in Thailand. If con-
firmed, I commit to working to increase public diplomacy resources to expand our 
messaging and programmatic efforts. I will use my platform as Ambassador to accu-
rately inform target Thai audiences about our policy priorities and range of bilateral 
cooperation to build support for our shared goals. I also believe in supporting local 
efforts to counter disinformation, including by building journalistic capacity, increas-
ing fact-checking and providing training to combat mis- and disinformation. 

Although the COVID–19 pandemic limited in-person public diplomacy program-
ming in Thailand during the past two years, if confirmed, I hope to return to and 
even exceed pre-pandemic levels of in-person public diplomacy engagement across 
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Thailand and to continue using new virtual tools to expand our reach and strength-
en people-to-people ties. 

Question. How do you balance the importance of Main State versus the in-country 
mission when it comes to tailoring public diplomacy messages for foreign audiences? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with the talented team of diplomats and local 
staff at Mission Thailand to understand and support the mission’s unique role in 
formulating public diplomacy programs and responses, especially those tailored to 
local audiences. I would draw on local expertise and insights, gleaned from organiza-
tions like the new Thailand-U.S. Alumni Association and the Embassy Youth Coun-
cil, to ensure our public diplomacy messages are appropriately calibrated for the 
local audience and that they explain and advance our key foreign policy priorities. 
I would do this while consistently promoting the American values that underscore 
our public diplomacy around the world. I would also coordinate with and keep Main 
State informed of our messages and draw on their capabilities as appropriate. 

Question. ‘‘Anomalous health incidents,’’ commonly referred to as ‘‘Havana Syn-
drome,’’ have been debilitating and sidelining U.S. diplomats around the world for 
years. They have caused serious, negative consequences for U.S. diplomacy, yet 
many believe that the Department is not doing enough to care for, protect, and com-
municate to its personnel. The past occurrences and ongoing threat of anomalous 
health incidents among Embassy personnel and their families poses a serious chal-
lenge to morale. When personnel at post fear for their safety or doubt that their 
case will be taken seriously if they were affected, the performance of Embassy oper-
ations can suffer.If confirmed, do you commit to taking this threat seriously? 

Answer. Yes. I am deeply troubled by potential anomalous health incidents that 
have affected Embassy personnel and their family members. I agree we must take 
these reported incidents seriously and, if confirmed, I would absolutely do so in my 
role as leader of Mission Thailand. If confirmed, the health, safety, and security of 
Embassy staff, their family members, and all those supporting Mission Thailand 
will be my highest priority. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to talking as openly as you can to Mission 
Bangkok personnel? 

Answer. If confirmed, I am committed to sharing information on this issue con-
sistent with ensuring the integrity of ongoing investigations. If confirmed, I will do 
everything in my power to protect the health and safety of our mission team mem-
bers and their families. 

Question. Have you received a briefing on the anomalous health incidents that 
have occurred to U.S. Government personnel around the world, including at U.S. 
embassies and other diplomatic posts? If you have not, and if you are confirmed, 
do you commit to receiving a briefing on the incidents before you depart for your 
post? 

Answer. If confirmed, it will be my highest priority to protect the health and safe-
ty of our mission staff and their families. I will commit to receive any available 
briefings, unclassified and classified, and will seek further information in meetings 
with the Coordinator of the State Department’s Health Incident Response Task 
Force as well as relevant bureaus including Diplomatic Security and Intelligence 
and Research. 

Question. In the event of an anomalous health incident among your Embassy per-
sonnel or eligible family members, do you commit to maintain detailed records of 
the incident, and share the information with the State Department and other em-
bassies to contribute to the investigation of how these attacks are affecting U.S. 
missions and personnel around the world? 

Answer. Yes. If confirmed, I commit to supporting investigations into cir-
cumstances surrounding the anomalous health incidents and to maintaining records 
and sharing information. 

I commit to working with the State Department to ensure the safety and security 
of Mission Thailand staff and their families and all U.S. citizens. 

Question. Whether or not anomalous health incidents occur at your Embassy, how 
will you work to restore and preserve morale that may be lost due to the knowledge 
these attacks have been occurring at posts around the world? 

Answer. If confirmed, in the event of any health emergency, I would prioritize the 
health and safety of our diplomats and their family members and ensure that those 
impacted receive the proper treatment. To help preserve and restore morale, I would 
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communicate clearly, transparently, and honestly with my staff about this issue and 
more generally in my work every day. 

I also commit to an open-door policy and would welcome my staff speaking with 
me about any issue, including those potentially affecting the health of mission mem-
bers. I also commit to speaking with my staff regularly about the mission’s goals 
to ensure they understand the role of their individual work in achieving our overall 
objectives on behalf of the U.S. Government and the American people. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO HON. ROBERT F. GODEC BY SENATOR MARCO RUBIO 

Question. Thailand is the oldest of the United States’ five treaty allies in the Indo- 
Pacific, with our cooperation going back to World War II and the Korean War. De-
spite our robust security relationship, Thailand has become closer to the CCP. The 
PRC is increasingly becoming Thailand’s largest trading partner, and Thailand de-
clined to join regional trade agreements sponsored by our allies, like the Trans-Pa-
cific Partnership, that exclude the PRC. The current Thai Government, led by the 
same leader that overthrew a democratically elected government in 2014, also finds 
the CCP a more convenient partner that will not criticize its human rights abuses 
against protesters. This seems to indicate that Thailand will only become closer to 
the CCP. 

• In your view, what are the prospects for reversing this apparent pro-CCP trend 
in Thailand’s foreign policy? 

Answer. The U.S.-Thailand alliance is critical for both the United States and 
Thailand. It is central to the security and prosperity of the region, and it is widely 
welcomed in Thailand. If confirmed, I would engage with the Thai Government and 
all parts of Thai society to build understanding of the PRC’s actions to ensure that 
China plays by the same rules as everyone else. If confirmed, I look forward to sup-
porting and growing this relationship.For example, for more than two hundred 
years, the United States and Thailand have enjoyed a close trade relationship, and 
Thailand has joined the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF). The United 
States is also Thailand’s largest export market. If confirmed, I look forward to work-
ing with Thailand to ensure the IPEF deepens our economic relations in the region 
and coordinates approaches to global economic challenges. I believe Thailand’s en-
gagement in the IPEF process is indicative of the deep economic ties between our 
nations, and its importance as a friend and ally. The depth and importance of our 
ties in many areas including economic, will, I believe, create opportunities for 
progress on the challenge posed by the PRC. 

Question. Is a pro-CCP Thailand a threat to U.S. interests? Please explain. 
Answer. If confirmed, I will encourage Thailand to continue to proactively raise 

concerns over PRC actions that undermine the rules-based international order. I 
will also encourage regular communication and coordination with Thailand to ad-
dress common security, economic, and environmental concerns, such as the PRC’s 
increasingly provocative activities in the South China Sea and at Ream Naval Base 
in Cambodia and transboundary water management along the Mekong River.The 
United States and Thailand maintain strong economic relations. The United States 
is Thailand’s largest export market and has more than double the investment in 
Thailand as that of the PRC. 

Question. Does the Chinese Communist Party pose a threat to the United States? 
Please explain. 

Answer. As Secretary Blinken said in May, we believe the PRC is the one country 
that increasingly has the economic, technological, military, and diplomatic means to 
advance a different vision of international order. Beijing’s actions suggest PRC offi-
cials intend to do so.We are prepared to work together with Beijing where our inter-
ests intersect, where it is essential for global peace and prosperity and to keep lines 
of communication open. There is no reason why our great nations cannot coexist 
peacefully. As Secretary Blinken said, we will compete with confidence; we will co-
operate wherever we can; we will contest where we must. 

Question. If confirmed, how will you accomplish this? 
Answer. If confirmed, I will continue to strengthen ties between the United States 

and Thailand by building on the existing links that bridge our countries across soci-
ety. We have close security, economic, people-to-people, business-to-business, and 
many other cultural ties that have developed during the past two centuries. The re-
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cently signed United States-Thailand Communique on Strategic Alliance and Part-
nership reaffirms the breadth and depth of U.S.-Thai bilateral relations and, if con-
firmed, I plan to work to continue to strengthen those ties. 

Question. Do wedges exist between the CCP and the current Thai Government? 
Answer. Thailand maintains robust relationships with both the United States and 

PRC. Thailand shares our concerns about the PRC’s behavior in the region, yet, like 
the United States, also has economic ties to Beijing and areas where Thailand and 
PRC cooperate. Thailand has raised concerns when PRC activities affect the well- 
being of Thai citizens. For example, Thailand pushed back when PRC activities on 
upper parts of the Mekong River—such as damming and blasting the river—threat-
ened the livelihoods of Thai communities downstream. If confirmed, I will support 
Thailand when faced by provocative PRC behavior that undermines Thai and U.S. 
interests alike. 

Question. Are there pro-American factions in the Thai Government? If so, how can 
we best empower them? 

Answer. The United States and Thailand enjoy almost two hundred years of close 
ties. Over that time, we have built a rich web of relationships running through all 
aspects of society. In addition to our security alliance, Thailand relies on the United 
States economically as its top export destination. Furthermore, our connections are 
enriched by the presence in the United States of almost 350,000 Thais and U.S. citi-
zens of Thai heritage, and by the more than 100,000 U.S. citizens in Thailand. U.S. 
cultural exchange programs further foster good relationships between our countries 
and many Thai leaders have participated in those programs. If confirmed, I will con-
tinue these people-to-people exchanges and fund more programs to create these last-
ing connections between our two countries. 

Question. If confirmed, what will you do to support Thailand in maintaining its 
positive relations with the U.S.? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will build on the existing strong ties between the United 
States and Thailand and identify new areas to grow our relationship. I will foster 
new areas of cooperation like space, climate, and cyber security. At its foundation, 
the United States-Thailand relationship is built on strong people-to-people ties, and 
I will seek ways to further expand these ties to reach younger generations of Thai 
and American people. 

Question. The Trump and Biden Administrations have worked towards forming 
new, pro-U.S. groupings in the Indo-Pacific, including the Quad and the Australia- 
United Kingdom-United States (AUKUS) agreement. These groupings exclude Thai-
land and other treaty allies, like the Philippines and Korea. 

• Is there an avenue for Thailand and other treaty allies to engage with the Quad 
or AUKUS? 

Answer. Thailand has deep and strong relationships with each of the countries 
in the Quad and AUKUS. These relationships span a wide range, including eco-
nomic and security dimensions. I believe Thailand would be open to considering en-
gagements with the Quad and AUKUS in areas of mutual interest. As one example, 
the Quad countries’ Chiefs of Mission in Bangkok jointly handed over to the Thai 
Ministry of Health Indian produced COVID–19 vaccines as part of the Quad’s Vac-
cine Partnership. If confirmed, I will engage regularly with the Chiefs of Mission 
of these allies and partners and find ways to advance our mutual interests to the 
benefit of Thailand, other allies, and the Indo-Pacific as a whole. 

Question. What is your view of Thailand’s attitude to these new groupings? Do 
they see it as an opportunity to enhance relations with the U.S.? 

Answer. If confirmed, I commit to engaging with the countries of the Quad and 
AUKUS and with Thailand to effectively convey the goals of these groupings. I be-
lieve the United States would benefit from promoting the new groupings with key 
allies and partners in the Indo-Pacific region like Thailand. 

Thailand has deep and strong relationships with each of the countries in the 
Quad and AUKUS. These relationships span a wide range, including economic and 
security dimensions. I believe Thailand would be open to considering engagements 
with the Quad and AUKUS in areas of mutual interest. If confirmed, I will seek 
opportunities to build such engagements. 

Question. If confirmed, what activities would you recommend to encourage Thai 
engagement with the Quad or AUKUS? 

Answer. Throughout my career, I have engaged with Chiefs of Mission of like- 
minded countries to promote U.S. interests abroad. If confirmed, I will use my posi-
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tion as U.S. Ambassador to convene diplomatic gatherings to explain our Indo-Pa-
cific strategy and how groupings like the Quad or AUKUS—as well as ASEAN— 
share U.S. goals for prosperity, stability, and security in the region. 

Question. Thailand has struggled to maintain its historical respect for universal 
human rights in recent years. From often violent suppressions of opposition protests 
to widespread allegations of forced labor in its fishing industry, the Thai Govern-
ment is increasingly adopting positions that have led Congress to impose sanctions 
on other countries. Left unaddressed, these issues can lead the Thai population to 
question the legitimacy of Thai democracy—which would be a boon to the CCP, 
which is eager to promote its authoritarian system. 

• What levers does the United States have to encourage the Thai Government to 
be more responsive to allegations of human rights abuses? 

Answer. Strengthening democracy and promoting respect for human rights and 
the rule of law is fundamental to U.S. relations with Thailand. Our alliance and 
partnership with Thailand is foundational to the U.S. role in the Indo Pacific, and 
the relationship is built on shared values and principles founded upon mutual demo-
cratic aspirations. The recently signed United States-Thailand Communique on 
Strategic Alliance and Partnership reaffirms a mutual respect for strong democratic 
institutions, independent civil society, and free and fair elections as central to our 
shared vision. If confirmed, I will prioritize these themes in my engagement with 
the Thai Government and wider Thai society. 

Question. In your opinion, do you see evidence that the CCP encourages or en-
hances these abuses? 

Answer. The United States welcomes contributions by the People’s Republic of 
China to regional development, so long as it adheres to high standards, including 
in areas such as transparency, the rule of law, absence of corruption, environmental 
protection, human rights and labor rights, sustainable financing, and respect for the 
autonomy of development aid recipients. 

Question. If confirmed, what will you do to encourage Thailand to maintain its 
historic commitment to human rights and democracy? 

Answer. The United States and Thailand expressed our shared respect for human 
rights and democracy through the United States-Thailand Communique on Strategic 
Alliance and Partnership. If confirmed, I will work with Thailand to uphold its com-
mitment to human rights and democracy, the foundation of our alliance and part-
nership. Furthermore, I will reiterate how critical human rights and democracy are 
to ensuring security and prosperity for all people. To do so, I will engage with the 
Thai Government and with the wider Thai society, including civil society groups, 
independent media, and human rights activists. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO HON. ROBERT F. GODEC BY SENATOR JOHN BARRASSO 

Question. Humanitarian assistance has been deteriorating in Burma since the 
February 2021 coup d’état. The delivery of humanitarian assistance, COVID–19 vac-
cines, and other aid has continued to be limited. What percentage of the population 
in Burma and Thailand have been vaccinated for COVID–19? 

Answer. The crisis in Burma continues to worsen. While Thailand has provided 
humanitarian assistance to people fleeing Burma since the 2021 military coup, far 
more work needs to be done to meet the growing needs of the people of Burma. If 
confirmed, I will work closely with Thailand and other countries in the region to 
advocate for humanitarian access and expand humanitarian assistance and access 
to meet the needs of all people displaced in and from Burma, including via cross- 
border mechanisms. 

As of July 12, more than 80 percent of Thais had received one vaccine dose and 
more than 76 percent of Thais had received two doses. 

Question. What is the status of the effort to establish a Thai-Burma cross border 
program on getting coronavirus vaccines into Burma? 

Answer. We continue to work with Thailand and other neighboring countries to 
seek additional ways to deliver critical assistance to the people of Burma, including 
through facilitating cross-border vaccines and other humanitarian assistance. Sec-
retary Blinken, Deputy Secretary Sherman, U.S.-U.N. Ambassador Thomas-Green-
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field, and Counselor Chollet have pressed the importance of providing assistance to 
the people of Burma during visits to Thailand and other parts of the region. 

Thailand has also joined the COVID–19 Global Action Plan, under which coun-
tries are working together to accelerate access to vaccines in all settings, including 
humanitarian. In March, Thailand donated 500,000 doses of Astra-Zeneca vaccine 
to Burma, along with 3 million doses to other countries in the region. 

Sadly, the greatest obstacle to providing life-saving vaccines to the people of 
Burma is the Burmese military regime. If confirmed, I will work with Thailand and 
other ASEAN countries to press the regime to allow for greater access to vaccines 
and humanitarian assistance. 

Question. What are the political and diplomatic challenges in getting coronavirus 
vaccinations into Burma? 

Answer. Since the February 2021 coup d’état, the Burmese military regime has 
continued to impede the delivery of humanitarian assistance, including medical aid, 
to the people of Burma. The United States has continued to urge ASEAN as a collec-
tive, ASEAN member states, and other partners to press the regime to allow 
unhindered humanitarian access and the delivery of aid, including COVID–19 vac-
cinations, to all those in need, including in remote areas of the country. If con-
firmed, I will continue to work closely with the Thai Government to in support of 
the equitable delivery of COVID–19 vaccine doses and other assistance to the people 
of Burma. 

Question. If confirmed, what actions will you take to aid in getting vaccines and 
other humanitarian assistance into Burma? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will commit to working with the Thai Government, like- 
minded countries, regional partners, civil society organizations, NGOs, and inter-
national organizations to provide COVID–19 vaccines and other humanitarian as-
sistance to the people of Burma. I will encourage Thailand to increase pressure on 
the regime to swiftly and fully implement ASEAN’s Five-Point Consensus, cease the 
violence, release all those unjustly detained, allow unhindered humanitarian access 
to those affected in Burma, and restore Burma’s path to inclusive democracy. 

Recognizing Thailand’s long tradition of supporting Burmese refugees, if con-
firmed, I will seek ways to expand assistance to people from Burma in need, includ-
ing those suffering as a result of the military coup and subsequent regime violence 
and repression. I will regularly meet with like-minded partners and ASEAN mem-
ber states to advocate they speak with one voice and coordinate resources to help 
end the violence in Burma and return the country to the path toward democracy. 

Question. During a briefing on April 26, 2021, you said, ‘‘We are very much com-
mitted to working together with Africans to overcome the COVID–19 pandemic, to 
promote trade and investment, to strengthen security, to tackle the climate crisis, 
to advance democracy, human rights, the rule of law, and to work again together 
on a whole range of issues that matter to both Africans and Americans.’’ 

Again, in your testimony you said, ‘‘We welcome Thailand’s commitment to ad-
dress the threat of climate change; this will be a critical area for further collabora-
tion.’’ 

• As Ambassador, do you plan to focus on and promote climate change? If so, 
what would be your priorities? 

Answer. Climate change is a major concern for both the United States and Thai-
land. If confirmed, it would be a top priority for me. I would continue our engage-
ment with the Royal Thai Government on clean energy and climate, including 
through the Agriculture Innovation Mission for Climate, the Sustainable Partner-
ships for Growth, the Global Methane Pledge, the Glasgow Leaders’ Declaration on 
Forests and Land Use, USAID’s Corporate Clean Energy Alliance, and the Greening 
Government Initiative. We will also work with Thailand to enhance their resilience 
to the impacts of climate change through the President’s Emergency Plan for Adap-
tation and Resilience. 

The United States is supporting Thailand’s climate ambitions through a range of 
engagements, including USAID’s SERVIR-Mekong program, USTDA’s Global Part-
nership for Climate Smart Infrastructure Initiative, and a number of State Depart-
ment programs including the Mekong Water Data Initiative, the Water Smart En-
gagements program, and the Japan-U.S. Mekong Power Partnership. Thailand was 
also the first country in the world to sign the U.S.-led Clean Energy Demand Initia-
tive. 
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RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO HON. ROBERT F. GODEC BY SENATOR TODD YOUNG 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to making Thailand’s response to the coup 
in Burma a priority of your diplomacy? 

Answer. Yes. If confirmed, I would engage Thailand to underscore the importance 
that all countries, including Thailand, strongly condemn the military coup and vio-
lence in Burma and press the Burmese military to end its horrific violence, which 
has led to worsening political, human rights, and humanitarian crises. I would work 
closely with Thailand and other countries in the region to advocate for unhindered 
humanitarian access and expand humanitarian assistance to meet the needs of all 
people displaced in and from Burma, including via cross-border mechanisms. 

Question. What steps can the United States take in our diplomacy with Thailand 
that would incentivize them to take a more active role in mediating a return to de-
mocracy in Burma? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would work closely with Thailand, and other allies and 
regional partners, to strengthen diplomatic engagement, intensify the broad inter-
national response to the Burma military coup and escalating military crackdown on 
the people, and urge the military to cease the violence, release all those unjustly 
detained, allow unhindered humanitarian access, and restore Burma’s path to inclu-
sive democracy. The coup and subsequent violence perpetrated by the Burmese mili-
tary regime has increased instability along Thailand’s borders, as it has across the 
region. 

I would encourage Thailand, as the leading economy and our only treaty ally in 
mainland Southeast Asia, to step up pressure on the regime to promote a peaceful 
resolution to the crisis and to hold the regime fully accountable its commitments 
under the ASEAN Five-Point Consensus. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO HON. ROBERT F. GODEC BY SENATOR BILL HAGERTY 

Question. Do you agree that a top priority of the U.S. Department of State is to 
ensure the health, safety, and security of U.S. diplomats living and working abroad? 

Answer. Yes, I agree that it is a top priority of the Department of State to protect 
the health, safety, and security of all U.S. diplomats, mission staff, and their fami-
lies living and working abroad. I made this a top priority as Ambassador to Kenya 
and to Tunisia, as well as in the leadership positions I have held in the Bureau of 
Near Eastern Affairs and the Bureau of African Affairs. Doing so was of particular 
and personal importance to me having been assigned to Embassy Nairobi when it 
was bombed in 1998. If confirmed, I commit to upholding this responsibility in sup-
port of all members of Mission Thailand. I also commit to keeping an open line of 
communication with our staff to hear about any and all concerns they may have in 
these areas, and to work with the Deputy Chief of Mission and all relevant offices 
to ensure all staff and families have a sense of safety and security. 

Question. Do you agree that this is a top priority, especially when a U.S. diplomat 
abroad is under direct threat? 

Answer. Yes. The safety, health, and security of our diplomats, mission staff, and 
families abroad under direct threat is a top priority and, if confirmed, I would work 
to ensure that it is so for Mission Thailand just as I have in all my previous assign-
ments. If confirmed, I commit to working with all relevant security agencies and of-
ficials from the United States and Thailand to ensure protection for all mission per-
sonnel, staff, and families from any threat. In doing so, I would draw on my experi-
ence in leadership positions in which I have responded to a wide range of threats, 
including terrorist attacks, and kept our diplomats, staff, and families safe. 

On the Departure of the Outgoing U.S. Ambassador to South Africa in January 
2021–February 2021 

Question. The following questions revolve around your time as Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State (2020–2021) and later Acting Assistant Secretary of State/Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary of State (2021) in the Bureau of African Affairs. 

• In September 2020, Politico reported that ‘‘[t]he Iranian government is weighing 
an assassination attempt against the American Ambassador to South Africa, 
U.S. intelligence reports say, according to a U.S. government official familiar 
with the issue and another official who has seen the intelligence,’’ adding: ‘‘U.S. 
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officials have been aware of a general threat against the Ambassador, Lana 
Marks, since the spring, the officials said. But the intelligence about the threat 
to the Ambassador has become more specific in recent weeks. The Iranian Em-
bassy in Pretoria is involved in the plot, the U.S. Government official said.’’ 

• Between September 2020 and February 2021, did you at any point become 
aware that then-U.S. Ambassador to South Africa Lana J. Marks faced a spe-
cific assassination threat from the Iranian Government—the world’s biggest 
state sponsor of terrorism? If so, when? 

Answer. I became a Deputy Assistant Secretary in the Bureau of African Affairs 
in August 2020 but had no responsibility for Mission South Africa or its staff or op-
erations. I became the Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary in the Bureau of Afri-
can Affairs on January 13, 2021, and on January 20, 2021, acting Assistant Sec-
retary. Around that time, I was apprised of the threat to Ambassador Marks and 
that the Bureau of Diplomatic Security and Regional Security Officer in Pretoria 
were fully informed and engaged in ensuring Ambassador Marks’ safety and secu-
rity. 

Question. On January 11, 2021, then-U.S. Ambassador to South Africa Lana J. 
Marks posted on the website of the U.S. Embassy to South Africa a statement on 
her ongoing recovery from a recent COVID–19 infection. She wrote: 

I started to experience shortness of breath and extreme weakness, and as 
my symptoms worsened, upon the advice of our medical team at the U.S. 
Embassy, I was admitted to the hospital to seek supplemental oxygen and 
therapeutic treatment. Shortly after admission on December 28, I was 
moved to the ICU where I remained for ten days before spending three 
more days in the COVID–19 unit. Late last week, I was discharged and 
continue to receive care at home. 

She added: 
This is a tremendously serious and unpredictable illness, and it has been 
the most physically debilitating thing that I have ever experienced in my 
entire life. 

• Between December 2020 and January 2021, did you at any point become aware 
that then-U.S. Ambassador to South Africa Lana J. Marks was recovering from 
a COVID–19 infection in Pretoria, South Africa? If so, when? 

Answer. I became aware that Ambassador Marks was recovering from a COVID– 
19 infection just before I became Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary in the Bu-
reau of African Affairs. I was deeply concerned about her condition, and I was fol-
lowing her health closely through the Deputy Assistant Secretary responsible for 
Southern Africa and other officials. I was assured by the Office of Medical Services 
that Ambassador Marks was receiving the care she needed and that they would con-
tinue to engage beyond January 20. I was aware of (and agreed with) other excep-
tional steps taken by the Department to protect Ambassador Marks’ health, includ-
ing providing a special exception to allow her to remain in the Chief of Mission resi-
dence while she recovered fully. On January 11, 2021, I was grateful to see that 
Ambassador Marks had posted a statement on Embassy Pretoria media platforms 
stating, ‘‘My condition is improving and the doctors are confident that I will eventu-
ally make a full recovery.’’ 

Question. When outgoing U.S. Ambassador to South Africa Lana J. Marks—who 
was not only recovering from what she had publicly described as a ‘‘tremendously 
serious and unpredictable illness’’ and a ‘‘physically debilitating’’ case of COVID–19 
infection, but also the subject of an assassination threat from the Iranian regime— 
beseeched you in a phone call on January 19, 2021, to assist her in remaining a 
U.S. Government employee until she returned to the United States, did you—in 
written communication—nevertheless decline to contact the transition team or take 
any action on her behalf? If so, when? 

Answer. In January 2021, I was closely following Ambassador Marks’ health con-
dition, security, and employment status. I was in direct communication with the Of-
fice of the Director General of the Foreign Service and with the Assistant Secretary 
of State for African Affairs and the Deputy Assistant Secretary responsible for 
Southern Africa. On January 18, 2021, Ambassador Marks also called me directly 
regarding her employment status in the State Department. The Bureau of African 
Affairs has no authority or responsibility for the employment of non-career Presi-
dential appointees in the Department of State. These decisions are the responsibility 
of the White House and its office in the State Department that handles Presidential 
personnel, and the Director General of the Foreign Service and the Bureau of Global 
Talent Management, who work with incoming transition teams on personnel issues. 
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I was also aware that the Director General and the Global Talent Management 
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary were in direct communication with Ambas-
sador Marks regarding her employment status. I also understood that the transition 
team was fully apprised of the concerns raised by Ambassador Marks. In light of 
this, I advised Ambassador Marks on January 18 that the channel for resolving her 
employment concerns was the Director General’s office. I note that, on January 19, 
Ambassador Marks sent an email to the Global Talent Management Principal Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary stating, ‘‘I just wanted to also take the opportunity to thank 
you and DG Perez—and everyone CCed on this email—for your very hard work on 
a fairly atypical situation, during atypical circumstances.’’ I was copied on this 
email. 

Question. Do you agree that you had the option of contacting the transition team 
and the Director General of the Foreign Service and advocating for Ambassador 
Marks to be retained as a U.S. Government employee—for example, through admin-
istrative measures such as having her temporarily appointed as a non-career Senior 
Executive Service (SES) appointee or a limited-term Foreign Service Officer (FSO)— 
until her safe and secure return to the United States? 

Answer. As noted above, I was engaging with the Assistant Secretary of State for 
African Affairs and the Director General’s office about Ambassador Marks’ employ-
ment status, and I understood that all possible avenues were considered. I was 
aware of the communication between the Director General’s office and Ambassador 
Marks, and for employment options for a political appointee, I believed it was best 
for her to communicate directly with them as they were working with the transition 
team on personnel issues. I am not aware of any avenue that might have been avail-
able to allow her to remain a U.S. Government employee beyond January 20, 2021. 

Question. What is your understanding of when and precisely how outgoing U.S. 
Ambassador to South Africa Lana J. Marks departed South Africa and returned to 
the United States? 

Answer. I understand that Ambassador Marks departed South Africa on or about 
Sunday, February 21, 2021. Embassy Pretoria confirmed in a message to me on Feb-
ruary 23 that she was in the United States. I was advised that she departed without 
informing Embassy Pretoria. I do not have information on how Ambassador Marks 
returned to the United States. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO DEAN R. THOMPSON BY SENATOR ROBERT MENENDEZ 

Question. As we aim to strengthen our relationship by supporting the best inter-
ests of the Nepalese people and combatting Chinese influence, I am curious to hear 
what you believe our priorities ought to be in Nepal. 

• If confirmed, what will your priorities be in Kathmandu? What would you say 
are the biggest challenges facing Nepal today? What do you see as the solutions 
to those challenges, and what can the United States do to help? 

Answer. If confirmed, facilitating Nepal’s economic growth would be a key pri-
ority. In February 2022 Nepal’s Parliament ratified the $500 million U.S. Millen-
nium Challenge Corporation Compact electricity-and-roads project in the face of a 
torrid PRC disinformation campaign. This project will build electricity transmission 
lines to connect Nepal’s clean, abundant hydropower with South Asia’s energy grid. 
This project will increase the prosperity of both of our countries and Nepal’s resil-
ience in the face of Chinese pressure. 

If confirmed, I would advocate for the human rights of all Nepali citizens and resi-
dents. This policy priority includes marginalized communities and refugee commu-
nities, such as Tibetan refugees. I would also work to help Nepal strengthen its 
democratic institutions, as Nepal moved to a federal system in 2015. Stronger demo-
cratic institutions will also help Nepal complete is transitional justice plans, that 
is, those efforts that brought together various parts of Nepali society after the end 
of the 1996-2006 civil war. 

Finally, people and preparedness will be critical—taking care of our country team 
and their families, building our great people-to-people relationships in Nepal, and 
preparing for any eventuality, be it natural or other types of disasters. Taking care 
of our people and our relationships makes it possible to fully pursue and protect 
U.S. interests. 
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Question. Earlier this year, we saw an alarming increase in Chinese 
disinformation aimed at undermining the Nepalese parliament’s ratification of the 
MCC Nepal Compact. The Compact is a $500 million grant—not loan—that will 
help Nepal improve its domestic infrastructure, increase electricity reliability, and 
facilitate cross-border energy trade. 

• What are your priorities as Ambassador for deepening U.S.-Nepalese bilateral 
cooperation in the aftermath of the ratification of the MCC? How do you intend 
to counter Chinese disinformation in Nepal going forward when it comes to 
projects that are in the best interests of the Nepalese people? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would champion the MCC electricity-roads project through 
every step of the implementation phase and highlight the economic benefits that 
Nepal will receive from the building of electricity lines and roads to export its en-
ergy to other parts of South Asia. I would also work with my Embassy team to use 
our foreign policy tools to show China’s propaganda efforts and help Nepalis be re-
silient to Chinese mis- and disinformation. Our economic developmental support for 
Nepal, which is carried out in a transparent, collaborative partnership, helps Nepal 
strengthen its own foundation of national sovereignty and independent decision- 
making. 

Question. U.S. interests in Nepal include supporting democratic institutions, pro-
moting regional stability and security, alleviating poverty, promoting human rights, 
achieving sustainable economic growth, protecting the interests of Tibetan refugees, 
and helping build resilience to deal with climate change and natural disasters. 

• How do you, if confirmed, plan on balancing these competing interests? 
Answer. As you note, the United States has a broad range of interests in Nepal. 

The essence of an ambassador’s job is to advance those U.S. interests. The MCC 
electricity-and-roads project will create thousands of jobs for Nepalis and millions 
of dollars in revenue for the country. USAID’s recently signed $659 million assist-
ance agreement will support democratic institutions and alleviate poverty while 
helping build resilience to climate change and natural disasters. If confirmed, I also 
would work across the interagency to promote the rights of all citizens and residents 
of Nepal, including of refugee communities. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO DEAN R. THOMPSON BY SENATOR JAMES E. RISCH 

Question. In the State Department’s 2021 Trafficking in Persons Report, Nepal re-
mained on Tier 2 for its ongoing efforts to meet the minimum standards to elimi-
nate trafficking but did not adequately do so in a few key areas, including failing 
to criminalize all forms of labor and sex trafficking and providing protection for traf-
ficking victims. Additionally, government complicity in trafficking remains a serious 
concern. 

• How will you work with the Nepalese Government to address these issues if you 
are confirmed as Ambassador? 

Answer. Nepal has made some progress on combatting trafficking in persons in 
recent years but still has issues to address. If confirmed, I will engage the Govern-
ment of Nepal at the highest levels and press to criminalize all forms of trafficking 
and to put an end to the Government’s complicity in trafficking. I will employ the 
resources of the Department of State’s Trafficking in Persons Office to train Nepali 
officials to prosecute and convict human traffickers. 

Question. The office of to monitor and combat trafficking in persons plays a key 
role in assisting Ambassadors in promoting anti-trafficking work. Please describe 
how you can work with the office to improve Nepal’s anti-trafficking work in coun-
try. 

Answer. The office to monitor and combat trafficking in persons (J/TIP) at the De-
partment of State is already doing great work in Nepal. I have worked closely with 
J/TIP in the past and look forward to regular consultation and continued assistance 
from them, if confirmed. Just this past quarter, one of their implementers in Nepal, 
ECPAT Luxembourg, held coordination meetings to create awareness and build 
pressure to develop child protection mechanisms and to help stakeholders better un-
derstand the status of child rights. They also trained over 80 media outlets in Nepal 
to cover children and trafficking in persons issues. If confirmed, I will work closely 
with the J/TIP Office to further this work to help end human trafficking in Nepal. 
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Question. What concrete steps can you, if confirmed, take with your mission to 
help Nepal improve its anti-trafficking efforts? 

Answer. If confirmed I will work closely with our Department of Justice colleagues 
in Nepal, who run the International Criminal Investigative Training Assistance Pro-
gram (ICITAP) and the Overseas Prosecutorial Development and Assistance Train-
ing (OPDAT). These programs, funded by the Department of State’s Bureau of Inter-
national Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs, train local law enforcement and 
prosecutors to recognize, arrest, and prosecute transnational crime, such as human 
trafficking. If confirmed, I will continue with these programs to put the criminals 
guilty of human trafficking behind bars. 

• Working with our J/TIP Office colleagues and implementers, I will also focus 
on helping Nepal to assist the victims. If confirmed, I will engage directly to 
encourage and underscore the importance of providing victim assistance. If con-
firmed, as Chief of Mission, I will ensure our Embassy is forward leaning in 
its engagement with Nepal to meet the standards of the Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act. 

Question. In the State Department’s 2021 International Religious Freedom report, 
highlighted concerns regarding treatment of Christians and Tibetan communities in 
Nepal. In particular, concerns regarding discrimination and prohibiting conversion. 

• What is your assessment of this particular issue and if confirmed, how will you 
work with the Ambassador At Large to bolster religious freedom in-country? 

Answer. While Nepal is tolerant in many ways, there have been concerns in re-
cent years regarding religious freedom. We have seen media reporting on the Gov-
ernment of Nepal prohibiting Tibetan refugees from celebrating cultural and reli-
gious holidays. If confirmed, I will work with the International Religious Freedom 
Office to stand up for religious rights for people of all faiths. I will engage with Ne-
pali Government officials and raise concerns regarding religious intolerance. It is a 
universal human right for all citizens to practice one’s faith. 

Question. In the State Department’s 2021 Human Rights Report, Nepal was noted 
as having several significant human rights abuses, including credible reports of tor-
ture, cruel and inhumane treatment by government officials and arbitrary arrests. 
Additionally, there are reports of serious restrictions on freedom of expression, asso-
ciation, and movement. 

• If confirmed, what steps will you take to continue to address these instances 
with the host government? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will stand for human rights in Nepal. I will work with 
our Human Rights Officer and with the Department of State’s Bureau of Democ-
racy, Human Rights, and Labor (DRL) to engage civil society, raise concerns with 
the Government, and advance human rights for all citizens and residents of Nepal. 
DRL has great programs to bring awareness to human rights, and I will work close-
ly with our DRL Bureau to use those programs to put a stop to torture and inhu-
mane treatment. I will work with our Department of Justice officials in charge of 
ICITAP to promote humane policing. In cases of gross human rights violations, I 
will call out such violations. In doing all these things, we can help Nepal put a stop 
to human rights abuses. 

Question. How will you direct your Embassy to work with civil society organiza-
tions to improve the human rights situation on the ground? 

Answer. Our Embassy in Nepal regularly engages with civil society and, if con-
firmed, I would ensure that such engagement continues. Civil society organizations 
(CSO) in Nepal work with the Embassy to improve human rights for Nepali citizens 
and residents. USAID has an annual budget of $16 million to work with NGOs and 
CSOs on a variety of issues, the advancement of human rights chief among them. 
If confirmed, I will work with USAID colleagues to continue to coordinate with 
CSOs that stand up for the human rights of all Nepalis. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to personally raising human rights issues 
with the Nepalese Government? 

Answer. Yes. If confirmed, I commit to personally raising human rights issues 
with the Government of Nepal. 

Question. Many U.S. missions have been under enormous stress over the last few 
years, in large part due to COVID. What is your understanding of morale through-
out Mission Kathmandu? 

Answer. Under its current outstanding leadership, the morale at Mission 
Kathmandu is high. If confirmed, I will work to keep it so. 
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Question. If confirmed, how do you intend to improve morale at Mission 
Kathmandu? 

Answer. If confirmed, taking care of the staff and families at the Mission will be 
my highest priority. I will endeavor to create a caring, respectful environment where 
all feel safe and secure - both personally and professionally. We have numerous im-
portant U.S. interests to look after in Nepal, and we need our team and their fami-
lies well cared for in order to achieve this mission. 

Question. How do you intend to create a unified mission and vision at Mission 
Kathmandu? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will create a unified mission and vision through diligent 
strategic planning, broad engagement across the mission, and inclusive leadership. 
I will use my experience and judgement and that of my team to focus our initiatives 
to produce results for the American people. I will be generous in recognizing the ac-
complishments of others while also being the first to take responsibility for any er-
rors. I will create an environment of trust and respect where all can share their tal-
ents toward the goals of the mission. 

Question. Management is a key responsibility for chiefs of mission. How would 
you describe your management style? 

Answer. Working at an Embassy isn’t just a regular job. It’s part of broader fam-
ily and lifestyle commitment. I care about our people and their families, and I care 
about their professional development. If confirmed, as Chief of Mission, I would en-
gage our community as a whole and commit to finding ways to help everyone feel 
included, welcome, and part of our overall mission community. I would seek to re-
cruit a diverse team of Americans and local staff. If confirmed, I would work closely 
with my DCM to ensure we have effective and proper mentoring and professional 
development opportunities across all grades and agencies, and I would seek feed-
back to evaluate our success or need for change. The American people entrust us 
with a mission and resources and, if confirmed, I would hold myself and our larger 
team accountable for our efforts. 

Question. Do you believe it is ever acceptable or constructive to berate subordi-
nates, either in public or private? 

Answer. No. Never. If confirmed, I would ensure everyone working at the Em-
bassy is treated with dignity and respect. I do not believe it is acceptable or con-
structive to berate subordinates ever, either in public or privately. 

Question. How do you envision your leadership relationship with your deputy 
chief of mission? 

Answer. If confirmed, I expect to have close, continuing communication with my 
DCM about roles and responsibilities. I expect she would function as the Chief Op-
erating Officer of the mission and also be ready to step in should I become incapaci-
tated or am away from post. I expect to employ a consultative, collaborative leader-
ship approach, but one in which I accept ultimate responsibility for the outcomes 
of our actions and policy implementation. 

Question. If confirmed, what leadership responsibilities do you intend to entrust 
to your deputy chief of mission? 

Answer. If confirmed, I expect that my DCM will take on key leadership respon-
sibilities including oversight of the Family Advocacy Committee, all post-level men-
toring programs for entry-level and mid-level officers and local staff, and chair of 
the Emergency Action Committee. If confirmed, I would expect the DCM to remain 
closely engaged with our Management section to ensure proper oversight and man-
agement controls are in place and that I am fully aware of any challenges or defi-
ciencies on that front. I would also expect that the DCM would share with me lead-
ership on matters related to the implementation of a diverse and inclusive workforce 
that fosters respect, productivity and professional engagement across all sections 
and agencies. 

Question. In order to create and continue employee excellence at the Department, 
accurate and direct employee evaluation reports (EERs) for Foreign Service Officers 
are imperative, though often lacking. 

• Do you believe that it is important to provide employees with accurate, con-
structive feedback on their performances in order to encourage improvement 
and reward those who most succeeded in their roles? 

Answer. I do believe it is important to provide employees with accurate and con-
structive feedback on their performance to encourage improvement and to reward 
those who succeed. I meet with direct reports and reviewed employees to ensure 
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they get feedback on their performance. If confirmed, I would continue that practice 
in Kathmandu. 

Question. If confirmed, would you support and encourage clear, accurate, and di-
rect feedback to employees in order to improve performance and reward high achiev-
ers? 

Answer. Yes. If confirmed, I will support and encourage clear, accurate, and direct 
feedback to employees to improve performance and reward high achievers. 

Question. It is imperative that U.S. diplomats get outside of posts abroad to meet 
with local actors, including host government officials, non-government organizations, 
and fellow foreign diplomats stationed in Nepal. 

• In your opinion, do U.S. diplomats get outside of our Embassy walls enough to 
accomplish fully their missions? 

Answer. COVID–19 and other resource constraints have limited our engagement 
outside Embassy walls. As we come out of the COVID pandemic it will be particu-
larly important to ensure U.S. diplomats re-engage across the whole of society. In 
my opinion, U.S. diplomats should get outside of the embassies as much as possible, 
in consultation with the Regional Security Office when appropriate, to fully accom-
plish their missions. If confirmed, I will always encourage my staff to get outside 
of our Embassy walls more, to better understand our host country and to deliver 
results for the American people. 

Question. How do you intend to improve the ability of U.S. diplomats to better 
access all local populations? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would work closely with the DCM, Regional Security Offi-
cer and individual sections to ensure they compile robust reporting and travel plans 
that are geared to the goals of the integrated country strategy and that provide us 
good contacts and insights from across the country. I will work with our manage-
ment team and Washington to get the resources we need to engage and deliver our 
key messages to the people of Nepal. 

Question. Public diplomacy is an important aspect of U.S. foreign policy efforts. 
What is the public diplomacy environment like in Nepal? 

Answer. The public diplomacy environment in Nepal is difficult because of the 
mis- and disinformation that pervades social media and some elements of tradi-
tional media. If confirmed, I would work closely with our country team, likeminded 
embassies, the Nepali Government and civil society to broaden access to quality, ac-
curate information and to speak truth to the people of Nepal about the United 
States, its interests and its intentions in its bilateral relationship with Nepal. 

Question. What public diplomacy challenges do U.S. diplomats face there? 
Answer. The Nepali media and social media landscape, like in so many countries, 

contends with mis- and disinformation. In the modern world, where so many have 
access to the internet, false stories are prevalent, as we saw in spades with the Mil-
lennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) Compact. The public affairs team at the Mis-
sion did great work in contrasting the disinformation surrounding the Compact with 
clear explanations about what the Compact was and what it will do for Nepal and 
its people. If confirmed, I will work with the public affairs office in Kathmandu to 
continue that great work. 

Question. How do you balance the importance of Main State versus the in-country 
mission when it comes to tailoring public diplomacy messages for foreign audiences? 

Answer. I believe that the mission understands the nuances of the media and the 
audience in country the best while Main State has a holistic, global view. Thus, it 
is imperative that the mission guide the foreign policy in country while always co-
ordinating closely with Main State to ensure consistency and accuracy with respect 
to our messaging. At the same time, in the information environment, speed is crit-
ical. If confirmed, I would work closely with our professionals at post and experts 
in DC to ensure we have sufficient agility to be proactive in our messaging, but to 
also respond quickly and accurately whenever required. 

Question. ‘‘Anomalous health incidents,’’ commonly referred to as ‘‘Havana Syn-
drome,’’ have been debilitating and sidelining U.S. diplomats around the world for 
years. They have caused serious, negative consequences for U.S. diplomacy, yet 
many believe that the Department is not doing enough to care for, protect, and com-
municate to its personnel. The past occurrences and ongoing threat of anomalous 
health incidents among Embassy personnel and their families poses a serious chal-
lenge to morale. When personnel at post fear for their safety or doubt that their 
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case will be taken seriously if they were affected, the performance of Embassy oper-
ations can suffer. 

• If confirmed, do you commit to taking this threat seriously? 
Answer. Yes. If confirmed, I will take this threat seriously and make sure our 

team members have all the information available to protect themselves and their 
families. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to talking as openly as you can to Mission 
Kathmandu personnel? 

Answer. Yes. If confirmed, I will regularly talk as openly as possible to Mission 
Kathmandu personnel. 

Question. Have you received a briefing on the anomalous health incidents that 
have occurred to U.S. Government personnel around the world, including at U.S. 
embassies and other diplomatic posts? If you have not, and if you are confirmed, 
do you commit to receiving a briefing on the incidents before you depart for your 
post? 

Answer. I will receive a briefing on anomalous health incident (AHI) on Monday, 
July 18. If confirmed, I will consult specifically with AHI coordinator’s office, as ap-
propriate, about Nepal. 

Question. In the event of an anomalous health incident among your Embassy per-
sonnel or eligible family members, do you commit to maintain detailed records of 
the incident, and share the information with the State Department and other em-
bassies to contribute to the investigation of how these attacks are affecting U.S. 
missions and personnel around the world? 

Answer. If confirmed, I do commit to maintaining detailed records of the incident 
and to share information with the State Department and other embassies to con-
tribute to the investigation of how those attacks are affecting U.S. missions and per-
sonnel around the world. I would ensure that our Regional Security Office and 
Health Unit follow all appropriate protocols and engage the appropriate experts in 
Washington to ensure full care of our personnel. 

Question. Whether or not anomalous health incidents occur at your Embassy, how 
will you work to restore and preserve morale that may be lost due to the knowledge 
these attacks have been occurring at posts around the world? 

Answer. We learned a lot from the COVID experience with respect to the fear and 
uncertainty that can come from threats to health. If confirmed, I will always let my 
staff and families know that their health and security come first. When it comes 
to their well-being, I will have an open-door policy and foster an environment where 
the staff and families can share their concerns in safety. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO DEAN R. THOMPSON BY SENATOR JEANNE SHAHEEN 

Question. New Hampshire has a strong and active community of Nepali-Ameri-
cans. In my years of government service, here in the Senate and in New Hampshire, 
I have seen the tremendous benefits of engaging closely with diaspora communities 
here at home. 

• If confirmed, will you commit to close engagement with the Nepali-American 
community in New Hampshire and in other states? 

Answer. I have also found the benefits in working closely with diaspora commu-
nities during my time with the State Department. The State Department is engaged 
with the Nepali-American community in New Hampshire, and I can confirm that, 
if nominated, I would commit to close engagement with the Nepali-American com-
munity in New Hampshire and other states. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO DEAN R. THOMPSON BY SENATOR MARCO RUBIO 

Question. Under current Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba, Nepal has sought 
to rebalance its foreign policy away from the pro-Chinese Communist Party (CCP) 
pursued by his predecessor, KP Sharma Oli of the Nepali Communist Party. Prime 
Minister Deuba has stopped progress on Nepal’s Belt and Road Initiative projects 
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and has worked with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi to repair Nepal-India 
relations. 

• Is the CCP’s engagement with Nepal a threat to U.S. interests? Please explain 
Answer. The Chinese Communist Party’s interests and activities in Nepal are a 

concern. For example, the PRC has recently used misinformation in an attempt to 
derail the U.S. Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) Compact in Nepal, a 
project that will bring thousands of jobs and millions of dollars in revenue to Nepal. 
If confirmed, I would build on our long-standing efforts to strengthen Nepal’s sov-
ereignty and its ability to maintain its independence both in internal and foreign 
policy decision-making. I would push back on misinformation and highlight the ben-
efits of the U.S.-Nepali relationship to the Nepali people and our sincere and trans-
parent interest in helping Nepal’s development. 

Question. Does the Chinese Communist Party pose a threat to the United States? 
Please explain. 

Answer. As Secretary Blinken said, the PRC is the only country with both the in-
tent to reshape the international order and the economic, diplomatic, military, and 
technological power to do it. Beijing presents a vision that would move us away from 
the universal values that have sustained so much of the world’s progress over the 
past 75 years. Under President Xi, the PRC has become more aggressive abroad, 
and the United States must respond with strength, with the determination to de-
fend territorial integrity, international law, and institutions that have brought pros-
perity to so many parts of the world. 

Question. Is it in the U.S. interest to encourage positive ties between India and 
Nepal? If yes, how can we best encourage these ties? 

Answer. India and Nepal share an important relationship. They are linked his-
torically and culturally, and India is Nepal’s largest trade partner and investor. The 
United States supports those strong ties, and the MCC Compact, which will promote 
the trade of clean Nepali hydropower energy throughout South Asia. Our MCC elec-
tricity-and-roads project is a great example of how the United States can build upon 
and grow those important ties. If confirmed, I would work to see the MCC Compact 
implemented to the benefit of both Nepal and India. 

Question. What remaining divisions in the India-Nepal relationship could the CCP 
exploit to drive a wedge between the two countries? 

Answer. India-Nepali ties run deep. In addition to their important economic ties, 
India-Nepali security ties are crucial. The Indo-Nepal 1950 Treaty of Peace and 
Friendship expressly notes neither country will ‘‘tolerate any threat to the security 
of the other by a foreign aggressor.’’ In short, the CCP will have a difficult time 
overcoming the important historical, economic, and defense relationships that Nepal 
and India maintain. If confirmed, I would work to call out any PRC manipulation 
or aggression that may seek to do so. 

Question. If confirmed, what will you do to encourage closer ties between Nepal 
and India? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will continue to build on the important coordination estab-
lished during the discussions on the MCC Compact project. One of the conditions 
for the project was the creation of a joint-venture company between Nepal and 
India, so that Nepal could sell its clean hydropower energy to India. This type of 
cooperation is foundational and, if confirmed, I would use it to promote similar co-
operation between our three countries. 

Question. Over the many decades, but especially recently under General Secretary 
Xi Jinping, the Himalayas have become a source of conflict between India and the 
CCP. This has sometimes led to violent clashes, such as in Doklam in neighboring 
Bhutan. The CCP, the aggressor, has deliberately forced Tibetans to move into Ne-
pali, Bhutanese, and Indian Territory in the high Himalayas in an effort to move 
border markers further south. 

• What is your appraisal of ongoing border tensions between the CCP and the Hi-
malayan countries, including Nepal? 

Answer. The PRC has indeed encroached on its neighbors in the Himalayas, in-
cluding in Bhutan as you noted in 2017 on the Doklam Plateau. Regarding the bor-
der with Nepal, although there have been allegations reported in local media, we 
have found no evidence of PRC encroachment. Nevertheless, if confirmed, I would 
resolutely support Nepal’s territorial integrity and sovereignty. 

Question. What role can the U.S. play in supporting Nepal, Bhutan, and India in 
resisting CCP encroachment? 
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Answer. The United States must stand for territorial integrity throughout the 
world. Nepal is no exception. If confirmed, I would determinedly support its terri-
torial integrity and sovereignty. 

Question. Nepal lies directly on the border with CCP-occupied Tibet. Tibetan refu-
gees in Nepal live under movement restrictions while there are reports of Nepali 
security officials engaging in sexual violence against refugees. These conditions are 
deplorable and support CCP propaganda. 

• Are you aware of the changes to U.S. policy toward Tibetan refugees in Nepal 
that Congress passed in recent years, including my Tibetan Policy and Support 
Act? 

Answer. I am aware of the Tibetan Policy and Support Act, and I thank Congress 
for its support of the Tibetan people. If confirmed, I would work to support the 
rights of Tibetan refugees in Nepal and would use all the tools at our disposal to 
do so. 

Question. If confirmed, how do you plan to implement these policies toward Ti-
betan refugees? 

Answer. If confirmed, consistent with the Tibetan Policy and Support Act, I would 
urge the Government of Nepal to provide legal documentation to long-staying Ti-
betan residents in Nepal. This documentation is necessary for Tibetan refugees to 
more fully participate in Nepali society and the Nepali economy, and I would engage 
the Government of Nepal to fully promote this policy. I would also make use of the 
generous assistance that Congress provided in the Act to promote and preserve Ti-
betan culture and language and to build the resilience of Tibetan communities in 
Nepal. 

Question. If confirmed, will you raise the issue of Tibetan refugees with the Nepali 
Government? 

Answer. If confirmed, I vow to raise the issues affecting Tibetan refugees with the 
Government of Nepal. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO DEAN R. THOMPSON BY SENATOR TODD YOUNG 

Question. If confirmed, how would you work to counter Chinese misinformation 
about the MCC and U.S.-Nepalese relations more broadly? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would clearly articulate that the U.S. Millennium Chal-
lenge Corporation (MCC) Compact is an electricity and roads project that will bring 
revenue to Nepal and help the Nepali people. More broadly, I would work to counter 
PRC disinformation and demonstrate to the Nepali people and government that the 
United States is a partner that operates transparently and values Nepal’s sov-
ereignty and independence. 

Question. In your view, what does the MCC Compact mean for the people of 
Nepal? If confirmed, how would you demonstrate the value and purpose of the MCC 
Compact? 

Answer. The MCC electricity-and-roads project will strengthen Nepal’s economic 
and energy independence, providing thousands of jobs and millions of dollars in rev-
enue annually to the people of Nepal. If confirmed, I would champion the MCC elec-
tricity-roads project through every step of the implementation phase and highlight 
the economic benefits that Nepal will receive from the building of electricity lines 
and roads to export its energy to other parts of South Asia. 

Question. Are there ways we should respond if China were to undertake more ag-
gressive attempts at economic coercion against Nepal? 

Answer. We see China’s attempts to coerce Nepal. If confirmed, I would work with 
my Embassy team to use our foreign policy tools to show China’s propaganda efforts 
and help Nepalis be resilient to Chinese mis- and disinformation. Our economic de-
velopmental support for Nepal, which is carried out in a transparent, collaborative 
fashion, helps Nepal strengthen its own foundation of national sovereignty and inde-
pendent decision-making. Our developmental support includes the $500 million 
MCC electricity-roads project and $659 million in USAID development assistance. 
We also engage the U.S. private sector—including the newly formed American 
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Chamber of Commerce in Nepal—to increase trade with Nepal and improve the 
business environment. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO YOHANNES ABRAHAM BY SENATOR ROBERT MENENDEZ 

Question. What will be your top priorities in Jakarta, should you be confirmed? 
What role does ASEAN play in the Biden administration’s Indo-Pacific Strategy and 
in U.S. policy towards Asia broadly? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work to implement the administration’s Indo-Pacific 
strategy, with a focus on supporting our commitment to a free and open Indo-Pa-
cific, one where countries and individuals are able to make independent decisions 
free from coercion. With a commitment to a rules-based order and an economically 
vibrant, youthful, and growing population, ASEAN plays a critical role in the Biden 
administration’s Indo-Pacific Strategy. A strong and independent ASEAN will be a 
key partner in addressing shared challenges, seizing emerging opportunities, and 
advancing our shared interests. If confirmed, I will look to build on ongoing, whole- 
of-government efforts to support ASEAN centrality and the ASEAN-led regional ar-
chitecture, while building ASEAN’s capacity to act on its interests and deliver 
meaningful solutions to the region’s most pressing challenges. 

Strengthening ASEAN’s own capacity will increase our ability to work together 
on a range of critical shared opportunities and challenges, including the tragic and 
disturbing crisis in Burma, the PRC’s increasing assertiveness in the South China 
Sea, health security, energy and climate issues, and the economic prosperity of our 
combined one billion people. 

If confirmed, I will also prioritize ensuring the durability of our partnership with 
ASEAN, specifically by building on already-strong bipartisan Congressional support 
for U.S. engagement with ASEAN and supporting people-to-people programs, includ-
ing the Young Southeast Asian Leaders Initiative. 

Finally, and importantly, leading the U.S. Mission to ASEAN starts with taking 
care of its people. If confirmed, supporting my team and ensuring their safety and 
security would be my top management priority. 

Indo-Pacific and Asia Strategy through ASEAN Centrality 
Question. The Biden administration has repeatedly emphasized the importance of 

developing strong relationships in the Indo-Pacific and Asia, particularly through 
ASEAN, as key to American international strategy and a rules-based order. How do 
you view ‘‘ASEAN centrality’’ in regional diplomacy? How should the United States 
support ASEAN centrality and how do you plan to do that, should you be confirmed? 

Answer. Given our shared commitment to the rules-based international order, I 
believe that a strong and independent ASEAN is essential to the regional architec-
ture of the Indo-Pacific, and that our partnership with ASEAN is essential to main-
taining a free and open Indo-Pacific. It is in the national security interests of the 
United States for ASEAN to be strong, prosperous, united, and well-equipped to 
withstand coercive activity. 

If confirmed, I will work to build on ongoing, whole-of-government efforts to build 
ASEAN’s own capacity to act on a range of shared interests. If confirmed, I will also 
work to ensure the United States and our interests are robustly represented in 
ASEAN forums, and I will ensure that we continue to work bilaterally and multilat-
erally to strengthen critical partnerships in the region. 

Indo-Pacific Economic Framework 
Question. Seven members of ASEAN have joined President Biden’s Indo-Pacific 

Economic Framework as the U.S. works to counter the malign influence of China’s 
economic coercion in the region. 

• How will you, if confirmed, support these negotiations? How does IPEF fit into 
our broader economic diplomacy in the region? 

Answer. Economic engagement with the Indo-Pacific broadly, and ASEAN specifi-
cally, is critical to advancing our economic prosperity and national security inter-
ests, as well as those of our allies and partners. This year, President Biden launched 
the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF), aimed at enabling the U.S. and our 
allies and partners to deepen our economic engagement, drive inclusive prosperity 
in the United States and throughout the Indo-Pacific, and set the rules on critical 
21st century economic challenges and opportunities. The framework is the Presi-
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dent’s signature economic initiative in the region, and complements ongoing eco-
nomic engagement with ASEAN, APEC, the Quad, and bilateral efforts. 

If confirmed, I would work closely with Congress, my bilateral colleagues across 
the region, and my colleagues in Washington to achieve high-ambition outcomes in 
the discussions under each pillar of IPEF. I would do so by seeking to understand 
the perspectives of my counterparts in Jakarta and working with my interagency 
colleagues on ways to achieve both American and partner objectives. 

Coordination with Allies on Security Initiatives 
Question. The QUAD, composed of Japan, Australia, India, and many of our other 

allies and partners, including South Korea and European nations, are heavily fo-
cused on security in the region as we counter Chinese aggression. 

• What opportunities are there for U.S. coordination with allies and partners, 
such as these nations, on ASEAN development and security initiatives? How, 
if confirmed, do you plan on working with your U.S. diplomatic colleagues in 
the region to pursue these opportunities? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work closely with my diplomatic colleagues in the re-
gion to promote regional connectivity amongst our allies and partners, a tenet of the 
United States Indo-Pacific Strategy. I believe that significant opportunities exist to 
advance our interests, as well as those of our allies and partners, through greater 
regional connectivity and cooperation. The Quad - a partnership based on values - 
shares our commitment to democracy, peace, security, and prosperity in the region. 
The Quad seeks to support and build on our longstanding multilateral partnerships 
and recognizes ASEAN centrality as a main pillar of regional engagement. In the 
Joint Vision Statement that leaders adopted at the U.S.-ASEAN Special Summit in 
Washington, D.C., the U.S. and ASEAN welcomed the support extended by ASEAN 
Dialogue Partners through various initiatives, including the Quad Vaccine Partner-
ship. The Quad has also announced a new initiative on maritime domain awareness 
that will benefit ASEAN nations. If confirmed, I will look to foster and facilitate co-
operation between ASEAN and the Quad, and I will also work with others, includ-
ing European partners, on other areas of possible collaboration. I will do so by work-
ing closely with my counterparts in Jakarta - both those from ASEAN nations and 
those from other partners and allies - to see if flexible groupings can help accom-
plish shared objectives. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO YOHANNES ABRAHAM BY SENATOR JAMES E. RISCH 

Question. If confirmed, how will you advocate for the continued promotion and 
protection of internationally-recognized human rights in ASEAN member countries? 

Answer. As I said in my opening statement, a critical component of advancing our 
interests is standing up for our values. President Biden has said that human rights 
are a vital interest of this administration’s foreign policy. If confirmed, I will not 
hesitate to raise issues of human rights, democracy, and the rule of law with my 
counterparts, including as we work to address the worsening political and humani-
tarian crises in Burma. If confirmed, I will support ASEAN in continuing to restrict 
Burma’s representation at senior-level ASEAN events, and I will work with col-
leagues and counterparts around the region on ways to increase pressure on the re-
gime to change its calculus. 

In addition, the United States has numerous ongoing training and development 
programs to advance respect for human rights in Southeast Asia. For example, the 
Mission’s public diplomacy section designed an in-person workshop for women 
human rights defenders from all ASEAN member states, plus Timor-Leste, that will 
occur in Thailand in August 2022. If confirmed, I will continue supporting the ef-
forts of regional human rights defenders, and I will ensure that the team at our 
Mission continues to diligently monitor the human rights situation across Southeast 
Asia. I appreciate Congressional attention to this issue and look forward to close 
consultations. 

Question. Within the ASEAN Declaration on Human Rights, there is a priority 
area of cooperation that says, ‘‘Take initiative with a preventive approach in ad-
dressing humanitarian issues, including public health emergencies, with regional 
and international humanitarian consequences and impacts on human rights.’’ If con-
firmed, please detail any possible steps you could take to advance this particular 
tenet of the declaration within ASEAN nations. 
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Answer. I believe that taking a preventative approach to humanitarian issues and 
public health emergencies is critical to our national security and that of the ASEAN 
member states. If confirmed, I would ensure that the United States continues to 
work closely with ASEAN member states and the Secretariat’s disaster response au-
thorities to plan for, prepare for, and respond to both natural and man-made disas-
ters. If confirmed, I will also advocate for strong U.S. humanitarian support for the 
peoples of ASEAN in times of crisis, and I would work closely with USAID, the coor-
dinator for international disaster assistance efforts. If confirmed, I will look to ad-
vance programs that build the capacity of our allies and partners to prepare for the 
next disaster, including by strengthening the ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Hu-
manitarian Assistance and supporting disaster risk reduction programs imple-
mented by our bilateral Missions in ASEAN member states. 

COVID–19 has reminded us all that pandemics know no borders, and we must 
work together to prevent and respond to public health emergencies. If confirmed, 
I would prioritize building on U.S.-ASEAN Health Futures, including by supporting 
the CDC’s efforts to enhance pan-respiratory disease surveillance in the region and 
USAID’s support for the ASEAN Public Health Emergency Coordination System, 
which will improve regional cooperation and information-sharing on public health 
emergencies. 

State Department Manangement and Public Diplomacy 
Question. Many U.S. missions have been under enormous stress over the last few 

years, in large part due to COVID. What is your understanding of morale through-
out the U.S. mission to ASEAN? 

Answer. It is my understanding that the U.S. Mission to ASEAN staff is a tal-
ented, dedicated group. I also understand that, like many workplaces around the 
world, pandemic-related restrictions have taken a toll on the team and their fami-
lies. Strict lockdowns in Indonesia prevented in-person schooling for the children of 
the Mission’s personnel, and other lockdown regulations altered or halted the reg-
ular rhythms of social and professional engagement. 

I understand that Indonesia is beginning to lift those lockdowns and related re-
strictions and that travel has opened back up again. If confirmed, ensuring the 
health and well-being, both physical and emotional, of the Mission’s personnel 
would be a top priority. If confirmed, I will look for creative ways to boost morale 
and will prioritize supporting the team and their families as they work to promote 
our interests. 

Question. How do you intend to improve morale at the U.S. mission to ASEAN? 
Answer. Morale is a critical driver of both the well-being of the USASEAN team 

and their ability to advance America’s interests. As such, if confirmed, I would take 
as my duty the stewardship of the team’s and their families’ morale. Morale can 
never be too high, and I will continuously prioritize improving it. 

If confirmed, I will listen to the team. I will work with the Deputy Chief of Mis-
sion to understand their perspectives, their aspirations, their ideas, and their frus-
trations. I would then work to build systems, structures, and norms that would help 
bolster and maintain the team’s sense of community and devotion to our core mis-
sion. The ASEAN Mission is co-located with Embassy Jakarta, and if confirmed, I 
would seek to work with, and learn from, State and USAID leadership at Embassy 
Jakarta to help build morale. 

Question. How do you intend to create a unified mission and vision at the U.S. 
mission to ASEAN? 

Answer. I believe it is critical for a team to have a clear sense of what they are 
working for and what they are working toward, and, if confirmed, I will prioritize 
creating a unified mission and vision at the U.S. Mission to ASEAN. If confirmed, 
I will start by listening to those already at the U.S. Mission to ASEAN to under-
stand their current priorities and perspectives, and I will make sure to clearly com-
municate the administration’s strategic priorities and the Mission’s role in fur-
thering them. 

Question. Management is a key responsibility for chiefs of mission. How would 
you describe your management style? 

Answer. I believe teams operate best when leaders are willing to listen to, learn 
from, and empower those they are charged to guide. My management style is cen-
tered on communication, empowerment, and camaraderie. I believe my job as a 
manager is to set clear expectations and priorities; to remove obstacles to success; 
to procure and provide the tools and resources necessary for the team to succeed; 
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and to make sure the team is operating in an environment that breeds trust, re-
spect, and partnership. 

Question. Do you believe it is ever acceptable or constructive to berate subordi-
nates, either in public or private? 

Answer. No. I do not believe it is ever acceptable to berate subordinates in any 
setting. If confirmed, I commit to providing a safe, respectful, and professional work-
ing environment for all Mission personnel. 

Question. How do you envision your leadership relationship with your deputy 
chief of mission? 

Answer. The relationship between an ambassador and a deputy chief of mission 
is critical to the success of the team. If confirmed, I will prioritize ensuring this rela-
tionship is rooted in trust. If confirmed, I will empower my deputy chief of mission 
to serve as the team’s chief operating officer, and I will regularly seek her counsel 
and look to make maximum use of her experience and expertise. 

Question. If confirmed, what leadership responsibilities do you intend to entrust 
to your deputy chief of mission? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will empower my deputy chief of mission to serve as the 
team’s chief operating officer, relying on her knowledge of Department policies and 
procedures to ensure the smooth functioning of the U.S. Mission to ASEAN. I would 
also regularly seek her counsel on the full range of leadership, management, and 
policy issues the Mission faces. 

Question. In order to create and continue employee excellence at the Department, 
accurate and direct employee evaluation reports (EERs) for Foreign Service Officers 
are imperative, though often lacking. 

• Do you believe that it is important to provide employees with accurate, con-
structive feedback on their performances in order to encourage improvement 
and reward those who most succeeded in their roles? 

Answer. I believe it is critical to provide employees with accurate, constructive 
feedback on their performance in order to recognize their good work, encourage pro-
fessional development, and reward those who most successfully advance the inter-
ests of the country. Meaningful, thoughtful feedback also conveys that a manager 
cares for their employees. EERs are particularly important for foreign service em-
ployees, as they directly impact their career trajectory and promotions. If confirmed, 
I will ensure that Mission leadership prioritizes accurate, constructive feedback, in-
cluding through the EER process, and I will lead by example. 

Question. If confirmed, would you support and encourage clear, accurate, and di-
rect feedback to employees in order to improve performance and reward high achiev-
ers? 

Answer. Feedback is critical. It directly fuels performance and morale. Managers 
owe their teams regular, thoughtful feedback. If confirmed, I would support and en-
courage clear, accurate, and direct feedback to employees in order to recognize their 
good work, encourage professional development, and reward those who most suc-
cessfully advance the interests of the country. 

Question. It is imperative that U.S. diplomats get outside of posts abroad to meet 
with local actors, including host government officials, non-government organizations, 
and fellow foreign diplomats stationed in ASEAN nations. In your opinion, do U.S. 
diplomats get outside of our Embassy walls enough to accomplish fully their mis-
sions? 

Answer. Diplomacy requires engagement, and in my opinion, there can never be 
enough engagement with the communities in which we serve, within the bounds of 
prudent health and security measures. If confirmed, I will encourage the U.S. Mis-
sion to ASEAN team to conduct outreach, make contacts, and spend time outside 
of the Mission, within the bounds of my commitment to their health and safety. If 
confirmed, I would do so by leading by example, making it a priority to engage out-
side of the Mission. 

Question. How do you intend to improve the ability of U.S. diplomats to better 
access all local populations? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would work closely with the Regional Security Officer to 
maximize the ability of Mission employees to spend time outside the Mission, di-
rectly interacting with local populations, within the bounds of prudent health and 
security measures. If confirmed, I would work closely with Ambassadors and USAID 
Mission Directors in our bilateral Missions in ASEAN member states to build on, 
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and learn from, their experience reaching local populations, including traveling 
jointly, when possible. Better accessing local populations also means employing cre-
ative tactics. If confirmed, I would work with the public affairs team and others 
across the bilateral missions of each ASEAN member state to ensure we are reach-
ing key audiences in a strategic way. 

Question. Public diplomacy is an important aspect of U.S. foreign policy efforts. 
What is the public diplomacy environment like in ASEAN nations? 

Answer. Public diplomacy is of critical importance to our strategic interests in 
ASEAN, and I understand the public diplomacy environment to be well suited for 
active U.S. engagement. While each nation is unique, the youth of Southeast Asia 
are overall eager to engage with America, as are the businesses of the region. If con-
firmed, I would work to expand and strengthen the relationship between our peo-
ples, businesses, civil society, and governments. If confirmed, I will also be cog-
nizant, with insight from the public affairs teams, of the challenges in certain envi-
ronments. Important voices in some ASEAN member states are subject to human 
rights abuses; discrimination; and limitations on freedom of speech, the press, and 
assembly. The ease or difficulty of conducting public affairs programs ranges from 
country to country, and even from city to city. If confirmed, I will rely on public af-
fairs professionals to provide me with the insights I need to be effective. 

Question. What public diplomacy challenges do U.S. diplomats face there? 
Answer. I understand the COVID–19 pandemic has been a challenge for public 

diplomacy programming across ASEAN member states, although many initiatives 
have continued by shifting online. As COVID–19 restrictions continue to ease, I will 
seek to expand our in-person public diplomacy efforts, within the bounds of my com-
mitment to the health and safety of Mission staff. 

In addition, as I understand it, U.S. spending on public diplomacy in ASEAN na-
tions is dwarfed by that of the People’s Republic of China (PRC). If confirmed, I will 
seek to ensure our public diplomacy resources are sufficient to successfully combat 
PRC disinformation, as well as Russian disinformation, while ensuring high quality 
programming that makes good use of those resources. 

Some civil society contacts in Southeast Asia, including emerging voices and es-
tablished leaders, are at risk of arrest, harassment, or imprisonment, particularly 
citizen journalists and human rights defenders. Each ASEAN member state has a 
different environment with varying degrees of challenges that affect outreach initia-
tives. If confirmed, I will to rely on Mission staff for the insights I need to under-
stand the variety of challenges within the region. 

Question. How do you balance the importance of Main State versus the in-country 
mission when it comes to tailoring public diplomacy messages for foreign audiences? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will seek to learn and draw from the local expertise of 
the U.S. Mission to ASEAN team. The team has a crucial role in formulating public 
diplomacy programs and messages. I understand that the Mission public affairs 
team has developed relations with counterpart teams located in all ten ASEAN 
member states, and that they are well networked in the Department. If confirmed, 
I will rely on their valuable insights, and I will seek their counsel to ensure we are 
calibrating our efforts appropriately for regional audiences. I will do so in a way 
that is appropriately coordinated with the Department, under the policy direction 
of the Secretary, such that we can best advance our strategic interests. 

Question. ‘‘Anomalous health incidents,’’ commonly referred to as ‘‘Havana Syn-
drome,’’ have been debilitating and sidelining U.S. diplomats around the world for 
years. They have caused serious, negative consequences for U.S. diplomacy, yet 
many believe that the Department is not doing enough to care for, protect, and com-
municate to its personnel. The past occurrences and ongoing threat of anomalous 
health incidents among Embassy personnel and their families poses a serious chal-
lenge to morale. When personnel at post fear for their safety or doubt that their 
case will be taken seriously if they were affected, the performance of Embassy oper-
ations can suffer. 

• If confirmed, do you commit to taking this threat seriously? 
Answer. I am deeply troubled by anomalous health incidents reported by U.S. 

Government personnel, including Embassy personnel and their family members. I 
agree we must take these reported incidents seriously and ensure that our work-
force receives the care and support they need and deserve. If confirmed, I would 
have no higher priority than the health, safety, and security of the U.S. Mission to 
ASEAN staff and their families. 
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Question. If confirmed, do you commit to talking as openly as you can to the U.S. 
mission to ASEAN personnel? 

Answer. If confirmed, I commit to talking as openly as I can to mission personnel 
not only about anomalous health incidents, but other issues as well. If confirmed, 
I commit to regularly sharing new information on this issue, consistent with ensur-
ing the integrity of ongoing investigations. If confirmed, I commit to doing every-
thing in my power to protect the health and safety of our team members and their 
families. 

Question. Have you received a briefing on the anomalous health incidents that 
have occurred to U.S. Government personnel around the world, including at U.S. 
embassies and other diplomatic posts? If you have not, and if you are confirmed, 
do you commit to receiving a briefing on the incidents before you depart for your 
post? 

Answer. In my capacity as the Chief of Staff and Executive Secretary of the Na-
tional Security Council (NSC) Staff, I have been and will continue to be briefed on 
anomalous health incidents. If confirmed, I commit to receiving additional relevant 
briefings, including to learn any best practices in the event Mission staff or their 
families report an incident. 

Question. In the event of an anomalous health incident among your Embassy per-
sonnel or eligible family members, do you commit to maintain detailed records of 
the incident, and share the information with the State Department and other em-
bassies to contribute to the investigation of how these attacks are affecting U.S. 
missions and personnel around the world? 

Answer. If confirmed, I commit to maintain detailed records of the incident, and 
share the information with the State Department and other embassies to contribute 
to the investigation of how these attacks are affecting U.S. missions and personnel 
around the world. 

Question. Whether or not anomalous health incidents occur at your Embassy, how 
will you work to restore and preserve morale that may be lost due to the knowledge 
these attacks have been occurring at posts around the world? 

Answer. If confirmed, my top priority would be ensuring the safety and security 
of U.S. Mission to ASEAN personnel. If confirmed, I will prioritize improving and 
maintaining the morale of the team, and I wholeheartedly commit to talking as 
openly as I can to mission personnel not only about anomalous health incidents, but 
other issues as well. I believe that transparency will have a positive impact on mo-
rale. If confirmed, I commit to doing everything in my power to protect the health 
and safety of our team members and their families. They will know that this is a 
priority of mine both from my words and my actions. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO YOHANNES ABRAHAM BY SENATOR MARCO RUBIO 

Question. The CCP is fostering closer economic ties with ASEAN, and its military 
is seeking to negotiate access agreements with ASEAN countries. Last month, we 
saw an official ceremony giving the People’s Liberation Army control of the Ream 
Naval facility in Cambodia. The PLA is continuing to increase its military-to-mili-
tary relations with Thailand and Burma. 

• Is CCP engagement with ASEAN a threat to the United States? Please explain. 
Answer. The next 10 years will be the decisive decade in the competition between 

the United States and People’s Republic of China (PRC). The United States has a 
positive, affirmative vision for ASEAN and the region, rooted in common interests, 
opportunities, and challenges. At the same time, I am clear-eyed that coercive and 
nontransparent activity by the PRC, such as its actions in the South China Sea, 
pose a challenge to that vision. If confirmed, I will continue to support our allies 
and partners in ASEAN in upholding regional stability and the rules-based inter-
national order. I will also encourage regular communication and coordination with 
ASEAN on addressing common security concerns, including the PRC’s increasingly 
provocative activities in the South China Sea and the Mekong. 

Question. Does the Chinese Communist Party pose a threat to the United States? 
Please explain. 

Answer. The most serious long-term challenge to the rules-based international 
order, which is a source of stability and opportunity for the United States and for 
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countries around the world, is the People’s Republic of China (PRC). The next ten 
years will be the decisive decade in the competition between the United States and 
the PRC. This challenge will define the coming decades and will shape the kind of 
world we leave behind. If confirmed, I will help advance the Biden-Harris adminis-
tration’s comprehensive, whole-of-government strategy to compete responsibly with 
the PRC while highlighting our shared, positive, affirmative vision with allies and 
partners. 

Question. If confirmed, how will you encourage greater military cooperation be-
tween the U.S. and ASEAN? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with the Department of Defense to deepen U.S. 
security engagement with ASEAN, including through the annual ASEAN Defense 
Ministers Meeting Plus (ADMM+). If confirmed, I will also encourage regular com-
munication and coordination with ASEAN states on upholding freedom of naviga-
tion and promoting adherence to international law in the South China Sea. If con-
firmed, I will also work with the U.S. Coast Guard to support robust implementa-
tion of their announced plan to expand maritime cooperation, training, and capacity- 
building in Southeast Asia, including by prioritizing the transfer of decommissioned 
cutters to coastal ASEAN nations to increase their maritime law enforcement capac-
ity and promote a free and open Pacific. 

If confirmed, I will also support ongoing U.S. cooperation with ASEAN, the 
ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), and member states to enhance regional and coun-
try-level resiliency against terrorist attacks; share best practices in countering ter-
rorism and violent extremism; develop national action plans; and build capacity to 
counter terrorist activities, networks, and travel. 

Question. If confirmed, how will you use your participation at ASEAN fora to raise 
concerns about the consequences of the PLA establishing a military presence in the 
region? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will use my platform to raise concerns regarding the im-
pact that an expanded PRC military presence in the region would have on regional 
security. The PRC has shown a pattern of offering opaque, nontransparent deals. 
If confirmed, I would raise concerns about these sorts of arrangements, including 
specifically raising concerns about the Ream Naval Base. I would also raise con-
cerns, publicly and privately, about the PRC’s actions in the South China Sea and 
how they threaten ASEAN member states’ livelihoods, food security, biodiversity, 
and energy security. If confirmed, I will also support whole-of-government U.S. ef-
forts to bolster effective maritime governance and security capabilities in the South 
China Sea, including through improving the effectiveness of defense and maritime 
law enforcement agencies. 

Question. For most of its history, ASEAN has followed what it calls the ‘‘ASEAN 
way,’’ where decisions are made by consensus and individual members refrain from 
commenting on the internal affairs of other members. Last year, we saw nine of 
ASEAN’s ten members break with this tradition by signing a statement condemning 
the military coup in Burma. Is ASEAN’s Burma statement a sign of the group’s 
greater willingness to hold members accountable to minimum basic standards of de-
mocracy and human rights? 

Answer. ASEAN continues to call for the regime to swiftly implement the Five- 
Point Consensus, cease violence, release all unjustly detained prisoners, and allow 
unhindered humanitarian access. If confirmed, I intend to continue our close con-
sultations with ASEAN, including efforts to press Burma to implement the ASEAN 
Five-Point Consensus. Their continued alignment on Burma is important, as are the 
precedents they have set in dealing with Burma since last year’s coup; if confirmed, 
I would look to build on both. More broadly, if confirmed, I will pursue whole-of- 
government efforts to build ASEAN’s own capacity to take meaningful action on 
other human rights and humanitarian issues. 

Question. On what other issues do you believe ASEAN members are willing to 
work together to hold individual members accountable? 

Answer. ASEAN member states share a mutual interest in maintaining peace and 
stability, unimpeded lawful commerce, and respect for international law including 
freedoms of navigation and overflight, and other lawful maritime activities, includ-
ing in the South China Sea. If confirmed, I will encourage ASEAN members to hold 
each other accountable to these and other shared interests. 

If confirmed, I will also encourage ASEAN and ASEAN members to lift their 
voices on key global issues. In the wake of Russia’s unprovoked further invasion of 
Ukraine, many ASEAN members supported the immediate response from the UN 
General Assembly that condemned Russia’s actions. At the U.S.-ASEAN Special 
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Summit, ASEAN leaders endorsed the principles of territorial integrity and sov-
ereignty as they relate to Ukraine. If confirmed, I will seek to build on this founda-
tion. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO YOHANNES ABRAHAM BY SENATOR TODD YOUNG 

Question. Do you believe that ASEAN has maximized its power with regards to 
Burma, both in response to the genocide against the Rohingya and last year’s coup? 

Answer. ASEAN has taken a number of steps in the wake of last year’s coup in 
Burma, including restricting Burma’s participation in high-level meetings to a non- 
political representative and pressing for the regime to swiftly implement the Five- 
Point Consensus, cease violence, release all unjustly detained prisoners, and allow 
unhindered humanitarian access. That said, more can and should be done. If con-
firmed, I will work with colleagues and counterparts around the region on ways to 
increase pressure on the regime to implement the Five Point Consensus, change its 
calculus, and return Burma to a path to multiparty democracy. 

While some ASEAN members have voiced concerns regarding the military’s brutal 
attacks on Rohingya, it is also clear that more should be done to hold the military 
accountable and support Rohingya refugees in the region. If confirmed, I will en-
courage ASEAN members to undertake focused action to address the genocide 
against the Rohingya. 

Question. What steps do you believe ASEAN can take, especially with Cambodia 
as the current chair, to exert pressure on the junta, and how will you seek to clarify 
U.S. policy on need to restore the duly elected government? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work closely with ASEAN to maintain their alignment 
around the need for swift implementation of the Five-Point Consensus, as well as 
the precedent they set in not seating a political representative from the regime in 
key leader-level meetings. If confirmed, I will encourage ASEAN members to exert 
further pressure on the military regime. If confirmed, I will also encourage ASEAN 
members to meet with the NUG and other representatives of the pro-democracy 
movement, and I will leverage my platform to promote accurate information about 
regime activities in the information space. If confirmed, I will use public and private 
forums to make clear that the United States condemns the military’s actions and 
urges the military regime to reverse course; release all those unjustly detained, in-
cluding democratic political leaders, labor leaders, journalists, civil society advo-
cates, and foreign citizens; allow unhindered humanitarian access; and engage in 
meaningful dialogue that acknowledges the will of the people of Burma, and not the 
will of a handful of military leaders and those that benefit financially from them. 

Question. As we face serious competition with China, our goal in the Indo-Pacific 
should be to bolster economic relationships, reduce the region’s dependence on Chi-
nese exports, and provide security-related commitments. How to you plan to provide 
the support needed to help ASEAN leaders maneuver in the face of a rising China? 

Answer. We are in the decisive decade as it relates to the strategic competition 
with the PRC. The United States has a positive, affirmative vision for ASEAN and 
the region, rooted in common interests, opportunities, and challenges. At the same 
time, I am clear-eyed about the challenge that the PRC poses to our vision. If con-
firmed, I will work with ASEAN to ensure it is in the driver’s seat in its relationship 
with the PRC. 

If confirmed, I will continue orienting U.S.-ASEAN engagement around deepening 
our longstanding cooperation, pursuing new avenues of dialogue, investing in our 
countries, driving inclusive prosperity in this critical region, and upholding the 
rules-based international order. As an example, if confirmed, I will work with the 
U.S. Coast Guard to support robust implementation of their announced plan to ex-
pand maritime cooperation, training, and capacity-building in Southeast Asia, in-
cluding by prioritizing the transfer of decommissioned cutters to coastal ASEAN na-
tions to increase their maritime law enforcement capacity and promote a free and 
open Pacific. 

Question. How do you expect to be involved in trade relations to bolster our eco-
nomic commitments in the region? 

Answer. Economic engagement with the Indo-Pacific broadly, and ASEAN specifi-
cally, is critical to advancing our economic prosperity and national security inter-
ests, as well as those of our allies and partners. This year, President Biden launched 
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the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF), aimed at enabling the U.S. and our 
allies and partners to deepen our economic engagement, drive inclusive prosperity 
in the United States and throughout the Indo-Pacific, and set the rules on critical 
21st century economic challenges and opportunities. If confirmed, I would work 
closely with Congress, my bilateral colleagues across the region, and my colleagues 
in D.C. to achieve high-ambition outcomes in the discussions under each pillar of 
IPEF. 

In addition to IPEF, the United States has advanced our trade relationship with 
the ASEAN economic ministers through the 2006 ASEAN-United States Trade and 
Investment Framework Arrangement, a United States Trade Representative-led 
forum. Through this forum, the U.S. government engages closely with ASEAN to ad-
vance cooperation in the areas of labor, environment, trade facilitation, intellectual 
property standards, the digital economy, competition, agriculture, biotechnology, 
transparency, and good regulatory practices, among other issues. If confirmed, I will 
support this forum and continue to strengthen our economic relationships with 
ASEAN by engaging with a broad array of stakeholders. I look forward to deepening 
economic engagement between the U.S. and ASEAN, if confirmed. 

Question. Does the administration envision providing greater market access to 
ASEAN countries? If not, what are the meaningful benefits we hope to provide 
ASEAN countries to counter what China is proposing, via initiatives such as RCEP? 

Answer. President Biden has been clear about his commitment to deepen our eco-
nomic relationships with our partners in the Indo-Pacific region. For example, 
through IPEF, the administration will pursue trade facilitation and close collabora-
tion on supply chain resilience, as well as the creation of a common set of rules, 
including in the digital economy. Working together to write the rules of the road 
in a way that is good for American workers, as well as for the people of the region, 
will create opportunities to deepen our economic engagement that is meaningful and 
beneficial for all involved. In addition to deepening our economic engagement, the 
administration is partnering with ASEAN and ASEAN nations on a range of other 
shared interests and challenges. These mutually beneficial efforts address meaning-
ful issues and help strengthen our partnership. 

If confirmed, I would work closely with Congress, colleagues around the adminis-
tration, and my counterparts in the region to deepen our mutually beneficial part-
nership with ASEAN and ASEAN nations across a range of issues, including by sup-
porting progress on IPEF negotiations and other economic initiatives. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO RICHARD LEE BUANGAN BY SENATOR ROBERT MENENDEZ 

Question. If you are confirmed, what will be your priorities in Ulaanbaatar? What 
is the current status of the U.S. bilateral relationship with Mongolia? 

Answer. Our bilateral relationship with Mongolia is strong and growing stronger. 
If confirmed, I will prioritize U.S. policies and initiatives that support Mongolia’s 
democratic institutions, civil society, and open market economy, and which promote 
our shared values in areas such as respect for human rights and the rule of law. 
I will work to increase economic and trade ties between our two countries, support 
efforts to continue expanding Mongolia’s already impressive U.N. peacekeeping op-
erations capability, and I will strive to help Mongolia rebuild its aging infrastruc-
ture and begin the transition to a clean energy future. 

Question. Corruption and human rights remain issues of significance in Mongolia. 
How do you plan to approach Mongolia’s leadership on these key problems? 

Answer. My understanding is that Mongolia generally respects human rights, but 
we do have concerns about criminal libel laws, governmental corruption, crimes in-
volving violence or threats of violence targeting lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
queer, or intersex persons, and forced child labor. If confirmed, I commit to lead the 
U.S. Embassy in Ulaanbaatar to consistently address these issues at all appropriate 
levels within Mongolia’s government and civil society, and I personally will ensure 
frank and candid conversations with Mongolia’s senior decision makers on taking 
steps to strengthen their commitment to addressing corruption and human rights 
issues. 

Question. How do you plan to approach the issue of reliance on their economies 
and energy security, and what opportunities exist for the United States to strength-
en our bilateral relationship? 
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Answer. I share your concern, and if confirmed, I will prioritize programs and as-
sistance designed to help Mongolia diversify its economy and energy sources and 
achieve energy independence from Russia and the PRC. If confirmed, I will strive 
to help Mongolia strengthen its aging energy infrastructure and begin the transition 
to a clean energy future. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO RICHARD LEE BUANGAN BY SENATOR JAMES E. RISCH 

Question. In the State Department’s 2021 Trafficking in Persons Report, Mongolia 
remained on Tier 2 for its ongoing efforts to meet the minimum standards to elimi-
nate trafficking but did not adequately do so in a few key areas, including failing 
to appropriately identify male victims and appropriately penalize child sex traf-
fickers. How will you work with the Mongolian Government to address these issues 
if you are confirmed as Ambassador? The office of the Ambassador at Large to mon-
itor and combat trafficking in persons plays a key role in assisting regional Ambas-
sadors in promoting anti-trafficking work. Please describe, in detail and with con-
crete steps, how you can work with the Ambassador-at-Large to improve Mongolia’s 
anti-trafficking work in country. 

Answer. If confirmed, as Ambassador, I will be committed to working closely with 
the Ambassador at Large to improve Mongolia’s anti-trafficking efforts. It is my un-
derstanding that, overall, the Mongolian Government has taken positive steps to 
combat trafficking. If confirmed, I will work with Mongolian officials to continue 
their efforts to increase investigations, prosecutions, and convictions—particularly of 
labor cases; create specialized trafficking prosecutor positions; and increase victim 
identification and protection. Furthermore, I will strive to ensure full implementa-
tion of the $5.5 million Child Protection Compact. 

Question. In 2019, the U.S. and Mongolian Government entered a Child Protection 
Compact Partnership to increase Mongolia’s anti-trafficking work. Can you please 
provide your assessment of the progress made thus far in this compact? 

Answer. It is my understanding that the Compact has helped Mongolia improve 
its anti-trafficking work, including through the recent establishment of Mongolia’s 
first anti-trafficking Multidisciplinary Task Force, the creation of child-friendly 
spaces in police stations, and by providing significant training to law enforcement 
officials. 

Question. In the State Department’s 2021 International Religious Freedom report, 
governmental and societal respect for religious freedom in Mongolia was generally 
lacking, including increased registration difficulties for various faith groups, nega-
tive public sentiment about ‘‘foreigners’’ and other behaviors. What is your assess-
ment of this particular issue and if confirmed, how will you work with the Ambas-
sador At Large to bolster religious freedom in-country? 

Answer. The Governments of the United States and Mongolia share deeply rooted 
values, including respect for freedom of religion or belief. If confirmed, I will con-
tinue to encourage religious groups and government authorities to work together to 
ensure respect for religious freedom. I will ensure U.S. Embassy officials continue 
to discuss religious freedom concerns with the highest levels of the Mongolian Gov-
ernment and that we meet regularly with religious leaders. 

Question. In the State Department’s 2021 Human Rights Report, Mongolia was 
noted as having several significant human rights abuses, including serious govern-
ment corruption and forced child labor. It was noted the Government did take some 
steps to address these issues. If confirmed, what steps will you take to continue to 
address these instances with the host government? 

Answer. My understanding is that Mongolia generally respects human rights, but 
we do have concerns about criminal libel laws, governmental corruption, crimes in-
volving violence or threats of violence targeting LGBTQI+ persons, and forced child 
labor. If confirmed, I commit to lead the U.S. Embassy in Ulaanbaatar to consist-
ently address these issues at all appropriate levels within Mongolia’s Government 
and civil society, and I personally will ensure frank and candid conversations with 
Mongolia’s senior decision makers on taking steps to address corruption and human 
rights issues. 

Question. How will you direct your Embassy to work with civil society organiza-
tions to improve the human rights situation on the ground? 
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Answer. If confirmed, I will continue U.S. policies and initiatives that support 
Mongolia’s democratic institutions, civil society, and open market economy, and 
which promote our shared values in areas such as respect for human rights and rule 
of law. In particular, I will work with civil society organizations to develop and fos-
ter a culture of volunteerism and philanthropy in order to encourage civic participa-
tion and strengthen the Mongolian people’s faith in their democratic institutions. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to personally raising human rights issues 
with the Mongolian Government? 

Answer. Yes, if confirmed, I will commit to personally raising human rights issues 
with the Mongolian Government. 

State Department Manangement And Public Diplomacy 
Question. Many U.S. missions have been under enormous stress over the last few 

years, in large part due to COVID. What is your understanding of morale through-
out Mission Ulaanbaatar? 

Answer. I understand that morale has been good despite the challenges posed by 
the COVID-19 pandemic and Ulaanbaatar’s isolated location, traffic concerns, and 
high pollution. The Embassy hosts a growing number of agencies—including MCC, 
USAID, DoD, Treasury, and Peace Corps—and the country team maintains high 
levels of collaboration and teamwork. 

If confirmed, I will lead Mission Mongolia by example and prioritize taking care 
of our people and their families. 

Question. How do you intend to improve morale at Mission Ulaanbaatar? 
Answer. Given the overall high morale at Mission Ulaanbaatar, specific issues re-

main that could be improved. For example, if confirmed, I will work with our Em-
bassy management team and Overseas Building Operations (OBO) to support quick 
progress on construction of a new Embassy compound to replace the current out-
dated and cramped facility. Additionally, we will work with the Office of Overseas 
Schools to seek continuous improvement to the International School of Ulaanbaatar 
to ensure a widening of educational opportunities for U.S. Government dependents 
based in Mongolia. 

If confirmed, I will prioritize taking care of our people and their families. I will 
personally take a strong interest in the welfare and wellbeing of our Mission col-
leagues and lead with purpose to inspire pride in our work. I will also ask the Em-
bassy’s senior leaders and section chiefs to prioritize work-life balance and profes-
sional development for both American and Locally Employed staff. 

Question. How do you intend to create a unified mission and vision at Mission 
Ulaanbaatar? 

Answer. If confirmed, I commit to working closely with and empowering the coun-
try team to ensure we maintain high levels of collaboration and teamwork. It will 
be a priority for me to communicate frequently and broadly to the Embassy work-
force, as well as host periodic town halls and community-wide events to synchronize 
our efforts. I will encourage all employees to familiarize themselves with key aspects 
of our vision documents, particularly the Integrated Country Strategy and Mission 
Resource Request. 

Question. Management is a key responsibility for chiefs of mission. How would 
you describe your management style? 

Answer. I believe in being an inclusive manager and encouraging everyone to per-
form to the best of their abilities. I integrate coaching and mentoring as part of my 
leadership ethos. Open communication and active listening are a central part of my 
management style. I encourage information sharing and collaboration, especially 
across the USG interagency represented at the Embassy. I also believe in fostering 
a diverse and inclusive working environment so everyone can feel valued as part 
of the community. As our work normalizes and adjusts post-pandemic, I believe in 
ensuring our teams have the right tools to work collaboratively, in person or vir-
tually. If confirmed, I look forward to learning from the experiences and perspec-
tives of the Mission Ulaanbaatar team. 

Question. Do you believe it is ever acceptable or constructive to berate subordi-
nates, either in public or private? 

Answer. I am strongly opposed to berating mission employees, either in public or 
private. If confirmed, I will treat all members of the Mission Ulaanbaatar commu-
nity with respect and dignity. When State Department performance reviews are re-
quired, I will conduct these with the goal of recognizing strong performance and 
helping every member of the team realize their potential. Our people are our most 
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important asset, and if confirmed, I will do everything in my power to support and 
encourage our personnel to be the best they can be. 

Question. How do you envision your leadership relationship with your deputy 
chief of mission? 

Answer. As an inclusive manager, if confirmed, I will strive to build a close, con-
sultative relationship based on mutual respect that will empower my deputy chief 
of mission (DCM) to ensure the smooth functioning of Mission Ulaanbaatar. I will 
hold myself accountable for ensuring my DCM has the right information and re-
sources to do their job effectively as a senior member of the Embassy team. I will 
also provide appropriate professional development and growth opportunities to pre-
pare my DCM for higher positions of responsibility in future assignments. 

Question. If confirmed, what leadership responsibilities do you intend to entrust 
to your deputy chief of mission? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will rely on my DCM’s knowledge of Department policies 
and procedures to ensure that Mission Ulaanbaatar is well-run and appropriately 
resourced to achieve our foreign policy priorities. I will also appropriately delegate 
and empower my DCM to make decisions to ensure efficient Embassy operations 
that prioritize results and taking care of our people. 

Question. In order to create and continue employee excellence at the Department, 
accurate and direct employee evaluation reports (EERs) for Foreign Service Officers 
are imperative, though often lacking. Do you believe that it is important to provide 
employees with accurate, constructive feedback on their performances in order to 
encourage improvement and reward those who most succeeded in their roles? 

Answer. I believe that accurate, constructive feedback is important at all levels, 
and if confirmed, I will be forthright with my staff because honesty and trans-
parency foster strong relationships and help to establish clear performance expecta-
tions. This means recognizing and rewarding those who are succeeding in their 
roles, as well as providing constructive feedback to help all employees develop the 
skills needed to achieve their potential. I will hold myself and my team to the high-
est standards and ensure we are accountable at all levels. 

Question. If confirmed, would you support and encourage clear, accurate, and di-
rect feedback to employees in order to improve performance and reward high achiev-
ers? 

Answer. Yes. I believe that accurate, constructive feedback is important at all lev-
els. If confirmed, I will provide clear, accurate, and direct feedback to my staff be-
cause honesty and transparency foster strong relationships and help to establish 
clear performance expectations. This means recognizing and rewarding those who 
are succeeding in their roles, as well as providing constructive feedback to help all 
employees develop the skills needed to achieve their potential. I will hold myself and 
my team to the highest standards and ensure we are accountable at all levels. 

Question. It is imperative that U.S. diplomats get outside of posts abroad to meet 
with local actors, including host government officials, non-government organizations, 
and fellow foreign diplomats stationed in Mongolia. In your opinion, do U.S. dip-
lomats get outside of our Embassy walls enough to accomplish fully their missions? 

Answer. Given the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic around the world, it has 
been exceptionally tough for U.S. diplomats to get outside the Embassy walls and 
engage with local actors. However, over the course of my foreign service career, I 
have continually been impressed by the way U.S. diplomats strive to develop a deep 
knowledge and understanding of the countries in which we serve. The most success-
ful diplomats engage directly with the community, learn the local cultures and lan-
guages, and get to know a wide range of people. Such relationships are critical to 
our work advancing U.S. priorities overseas and managing bilateral ties. 

Question. How do you intend to improve the ability of U.S. diplomats to better 
access all local populations? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will encourage members of Mission community to engage 
with host country nationals. Mongolia is a vast country with a rich history that has 
undergone significant democratic and economic development over the past 30 years. 
It is important that we get out and meet people in all parts of the country, listen 
to their stories, and understand the diverse challenges and opportunities they face, 
from the rapidly growing capital to the rural countryside. 

Question. Public diplomacy is an important aspect of U.S. foreign policy efforts. 
What is the public diplomacy environment like in Mongolia? 
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Answer. It is my understanding that there is a vibrant and active public diplo-
macy environment in Mongolia. If confirmed, I will work to expand and strengthen 
our already very strong people-to-people ties, which are deep and form the basis of 
our strategic partnership. 

Question. What public diplomacy challenges do U.S. diplomats face there? 
Answer. It is my understanding that our public diplomacy efforts in Mongolia 

prioritize building media literacy and supporting efforts to counter disinformation, 
particularly from Russia and the PRC. The continuous stream of disinformation is 
a challenge to our public diplomacy efforts, but we use our programs and messages 
to continually demonstrate the United States’ respect for Mongolian culture, iden-
tity, democracy, and independence. 

Question. How do you balance the importance of Main State versus the in-country 
mission when it comes to tailoring public diplomacy messages for foreign audiences? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with the team at Mission Ulaanbaatar to under-
stand and support the Mission’s crucial role in formulating public diplomacy pro-
grams and responses. Our staff on the ground in Mongolia bring an incredible range 
of expertise and local insight to the Mission. If confirmed, I will ensure that our 
public diplomacy professionals in Washington and Ulaanbaatar continue to work 
closely together, and that we draw on that local expertise to ensure our global public 
diplomacy messages are relevant and effective for our Mongolian audiences. 

Question. ‘‘Anomalous health incidents,’’ commonly referred to as ‘‘Havana Syn-
drome,’’ have been debilitating and sidelining U.S. diplomats around the world for 
years. They have caused serious, negative consequences for U.S. diplomacy, yet 
many believe that the Department is not doing enough to care for, protect, and com-
municate to its personnel. The past occurrences and ongoing threat of anomalous 
health incidents among Embassy personnel and their families poses a serious chal-
lenge to morale. When personnel at post fear for their safety or doubt that their 
case will be taken seriously if they were affected, the performance of Embassy oper-
ations can suffer. 

• If confirmed, do you commit to taking this threat seriously? 
Answer. I am deeply concerned by potential anomalous health incidents affecting 

government personnel and their family members. These incidents affect the 
wellbeing of U.S. personnel serving their country abroad and must be taken ex-
tremely seriously. If confirmed, the health, safety, and security of Embassy staff, 
their family members, and all those supporting the Mission will be my highest pri-
ority. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to talking as openly as you can to Mission 
Ulaanbaatar personnel? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will commit to ensuring all reported incidents at Embassy 
Ulaanbaatar are treated seriously and quickly reported through the appropriate 
medical and investigatory channels, and to sharing information to the extent per-
mitted by applicable law and investigatory procedures.Question 23: 

Have you received a briefing on the anomalous health incidents that have oc-
curred to U.S. Government personnel around the world, including at U.S. embassies 
and other diplomatic posts? If you have not, and if you are confirmed, do you com-
mit to receiving a briefing on the incidents before you depart for your post? 

Answer. I have received a briefing on the anomalous health incidents that have 
affected U.S. Government personnel and their family members around the world. If 
confirmed, I commit to seeking additional briefings at the appropriate classification 
levels before my departure to post and learning how I can best protect all Embassy 
personnel and their family members and respond to any future incidents. 

Question. In the event of an anomalous health incident among your Embassy per-
sonnel or eligible family members, do you commit to maintain detailed records of 
the incident, and share the information with the State Department and other em-
bassies to contribute to the investigation of how these attacks are affecting U.S. 
missions and personnel around the world? 

Answer. Yes, I commit to sharing information to the extent permitted by the Re-
habilitation Act and other applicable laws. 

Question. Whether or not anomalous health incidents occur at your Embassy, how 
will you work to restore and preserve morale that may be lost due to the knowledge 
these attacks have been occurring at posts around the world? 

Answer. In the event an anomalous health incident (AHI) is reported, I will do 
everything possible to ensure that anyone affected receives immediate and appro-
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priate attention and care and that the incident is reported through appropriate 
channels. I would keep the Mission informed to the extent permitted by law. I un-
derstand there is an extensive, ongoing interagency investigation to identify the pos-
sible causes of AHIs, and I am committed to supporting this investigation. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO RICHARD LEE BUANGAN BY SENATOR MARCO RUBIO 

Question. Since emerging from the shadow of communism more than 30 years ago, 
Mongolia’s young democracy has followed a ‘‘Third Neighbor’’ policy, where it seeks 
close relations with the United States to counter the influence of its two immediate 
neighbors: China and Russia. If Mongolia is dominated by the CCP’s influence, is 
that a threat to U.S. interests? Please explain. 

Answer. If confirmed, my goal as Ambassador will be to strengthen Mongolia’s 
independence, and to support the Mongolian people in building a strong, resilient 
democratic system and a prosperous, private sector-driven economy that can play 
a constructive role in the international community and withstand pressure or coer-
cive actions from the People’s Republic of China. I believe it is not in the interest 
of either the Mongolian people or the United States for an outside force or country 
to intimidate or threaten Mongolia. 

Question. Does the Chinese Communist Party pose a threat to the United States? 
Please explain. 

Answer. As Secretary Blinken said in May, the PRC is the only country with both 
the intent to reshape the international order and, increasingly, the economic, diplo-
matic, military, and technological power to do it. 

We are prepared to work together with Beijing where our interests intersect, 
where it is essential for global peace and prosperity and to keep lines of communica-
tion open. 

Question. Can Mongolia’s third neighbor policy serve as a model for other coun-
tries susceptible to foreign influence from Russia and China? 

Answer. It is my understanding that through its ‘‘Third Neighbor’’ policy, the peo-
ple and Government of Mongolia seek to develop strong ties with the United States 
and the West while maintaining a balanced, cordial relationship with Russia and 
the PRC. This pragmatic foreign policy has served Mongolia for decades, and it may 
be a model for other countries susceptible to pressure from Russia and the PRC. 

Question. If so, what should the U.S. do to be a good ‘‘third neighbor’’ to these 
countries? 

Answer. Much like what we do in Mongolia, I believe the United States could pur-
sue policies that support democracies in the Indo-Pacific by strengthening their 
democratic institutions, civil society, and free press as well as promote open market 
economies. We must also remain true to promoting fundamental values in areas 
such as respect for human rights, religious freedom, and rule of law. 

Question. Despite this Third Neighbor Policy, Mongolia remains economically de-
pendent on Russia and China for most of its imports and exports. I, along with other 
Senators on this committee, have cosponsored the Mongolia Third Neighbor Trade 
Act to chip away at this dominance. In your assessment, would the Mongolia Third 
Neighbor Trade Act reduce Mongolian dependence on the Russian and Chinese 
economies? 

Answer. I welcome the role the Congress plays in helping to provide our Indo-Pa-
cific allies and partners, including Mongolia, with resources and tools to diminish 
the dependency these countries have on Russia and the PRC. If confirmed, I would 
support efforts to help the Mongolian people build a prosperous economy, capable 
of withstanding pressure from its authoritarian neighbors. 

Question. If confirmed, what will you do to support enhancing economic ties be-
tween our two countries? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will prioritize enhancing economic ties between our two 
countries by seeking opportunities to promote foreign direct investment in Mongolia, 
stressing the importance of full implementation of the U.S.-Mongolia Agreement on 
Transparency in Matters Related to International Trade and Investment; supporting 
the activities and programs of Millennium Challenge Corporation, the U.S. Inter-
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national Development Finance Corporation and USAID; and working closely with 
AmCham Mongolia. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO MARIE C. DAMOUR BY SENATOR JAMES E. RISCH 

Question. In the State Department’s 2021 Trafficking in Persons Report, Fiji was 
upgraded to Tier 2 for not fully meeting the minimum standards for the elimination 
of trafficking but making significant efforts to do so. Areas where Fiji could improve 
include increasing services to sex trafficking victims and increasing convictions. 
How will you work with the Fijian Government to address these issues if you are 
confirmed as Ambassador? 

Answer. As I understand, U.S. Embassy Suva did significant outreach to the 
Fijian Government to address issues raised the Trafficking in Persons Report. If 
confirmed, I will continue with our outreach efforts to help Fiji improve its anti-traf-
ficking efforts, including by helping the Government to find methods to improve the 
effectiveness anti-trafficking trainings provided to law enforcement, immigration, 
labor, and other officials, as well as ensuring effective implementation of the re-
cently created case management mechanism to improve the provision of victim serv-
ices. 

Question. The office of to monitor and combat trafficking in persons plays a key 
role in assisting Ambassadors in promoting anti-trafficking work. Please describe 
how you can work with the office to improve Fiji’s anti-trafficking work in country. 

Answer. The Department’s Trafficking in Persons Report provides concrete rec-
ommendations for improving Fiji’s anti-trafficking work. If confirmed, I will ensure 
U.S. Embassy Suva will work with Department colleagues to find more efficient and 
effective methods, including reviewing successful ones used in other countries, that 
may be imported and replicated in Fiji. 

Question. What concrete steps can you, if confirmed, take with your mission to 
help Fiji improve its anti-trafficking efforts? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with U.S. Embassy Suva to actively engage with 
the Fijian Government, civil society, and the private sector to address the concrete 
recommendations made in the Department’s Trafficking in Persons Report and to 
build a more effective anti-trafficking strategy. 

Question. In the State Department’s 2021 International Religious Freedom report, 
highlighted concerns regarding strict COVID–19 restrictions on religious worship in 
Fiji. What is your assessment of this particular issue and if confirmed, how will you 
work with the Ambassador-at-Large to bolster religious freedom in-country? 

Answer. The Department of State monitors reports of abuses and discrimination 
against all individuals based on religious identity, practice or believed, worldwide. 
The United States continues to support freedom of religion, including bundled rights 
such as freedom of expression, assembly, and association, including during the 
COVID–19 pandemic. If confirmed, I will continue to advocate for religious freedom 
and encourage government authorities to work closely with civil society, including 
members of religious groups, in order to ensure respect both for freedom of religion 
or belief as well as for public health guidelines. 

Question. If confirmed, what steps will you take to continue to address these in-
stances with the host government? 

Answer. As a global policy, the U.S. Government advocates for respect for human 
rights and fundamental freedoms. If confirmed, I commit to lead the U.S. Embassy 
Suva to consistently address these issues at all appropriate levels within Fiji’s Gov-
ernment and civil society, and I personally will ensure frank and candid conversa-
tions with Fiji’s senior decision makers on taking steps to strengthen their commit-
ment to addressing freedom of expression, including for the media. 

Question. How will you direct your Embassy to work with civil society organiza-
tions to improve the human rights situation on the ground? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would direct U.S. Embassy Suva employees to continue 
to work with civil society partners in Fiji to raise awareness, highlight abuses and 
violations, and promote respect for human rights in Fiji. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to personally raising human rights issues 
with the Fijian Government? 
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Answer. If confirmed, I commit to raising human rights issues with the Fijian 
Government. 

Question. In the State Department’s 2021 International Religious Freedom report, 
there were highlighted concerns regarding the lack of religious tolerance and plu-
ralism in Kiribati. What is your assessment of this particular issue and if confirmed, 
how will you work with the Ambassador At Large to bolster religious freedom in- 
country? 

Answer. The Kiribati constitution provides for freedom of conscience (including re-
ligion), expression, assembly, and association. If confirmed, I will regularly engage 
civil society, including members of religious communities, and, along with the Am-
bassador at Large, will advocate for religious freedom and respect for the rights of 
all with the Kiribati Government. 

Question. In the State Department’s 2021 Human Rights Report, Kiribati was 
noted as having several significant human rights abuses, including credible report 
of criminalization of consensual sexual activity between men, although the law was 
not enforced, and child labor. If confirmed, what steps will you take to continue to 
address these instances with the host government? 

Answer. As a global policy, the U.S. Government advocates for respect for human 
rights and fundamental freedoms. If confirmed, I commit to lead U.S. Embassy Suva 
to consistently address these issues at all appropriate levels with the Kiribati Gov-
ernment and civil society. 

Question. How will you direct your Embassy to work with civil society organiza-
tions to improve the human rights situation on the ground? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would direct U.S. Embassy Suva employees to continue 
to work with civil society partners in the Kiribati to raise awareness, highlight 
abuses and violations, and promote respect for human rights in Kiribati. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to personally raising human rights issues 
with the Government of Kiribati? 

Answer. If confirmed, I commit to raising human rights issues with the Kiribati 
Government. 

Question. In the State Department’s 2021 International Religious Freedom report, 
Nauru had no reports of societal actions affecting religious freedom but only con-
cerns about lack of registration of some religions due to COVID–19 restrictions. 
What is your assessment of this particular issue and if confirmed, how will you 
work with the Ambassador At Large to bolster religious freedom in-country? 

Answer. The Department of State monitors reports of abuses and discrimination 
against all individuals based on religious identity, practice or believed, worldwide. 
The United States continues to support freedom of religion, including bundled rights 
such as freedom of expression, assembly, and association, including during the 
COVID–19 pandemic. If confirmed, I will continue to advocate for religious freedom 
and encourage government authorities to work closely with civil society, including 
members of religious groups, in order to ensure respect both for freedom of religion 
or belief as well as for public health guidelines. 

Question. In the State Department’s 2021 Human Rights Report, Nauru was 
noted as having several significant human rights issues included credible reports of 
censorship and the existence of criminal libel laws. If confirmed, what steps will you 
take to continue to address these instances with the host government? 

Answer. As a global policy, the U.S. Government advocates for respect for human 
rights and fundamental freedoms. If confirmed, I commit to lead U.S. Embassy Suva 
to consistently address these issues at all appropriate levels within Nauru’s Govern-
ment and civil society, and I will ensure frank and candid conversations with 
Nauru’s senior decision makers on taking steps to strengthen their commitment to 
addressing freedom of expression, including for the media. 

Question. How will you direct your Embassy to work with civil society organiza-
tions to improve the human rights situation on the ground? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would direct U.S. Embassy Suva employees to continue 
to work with civil society partners in the Nauru to raise awareness, highlight 
abuses and violations, and promote respect for human rights in Nauru. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to personally raising human rights issues 
with the Government of Nauru? 

Answer. If confirmed, I commit to raising human rights issues with the Nauru 
Government. 
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Question. In the State Department’s 2021 Trafficking in Persons Report, Tonga 
was downgraded to Tier 2 for not fully meeting the minimum standards for the 
elimination of trafficking but is making significant efforts to do so. Areas where 
Tonga could improve include developing victim identification procedures and take 
steps to appropriately identify victims. Particularly it is concerning that Tonga has 
not prosecuted or convicted any traffickers since 2011. How will you work with the 
Tongan Government to address these issues if you are confirmed as Ambassador? 

Answer. If confirmed and once borders are open with Tonga, I plan to deploy U.S. 
personnel to engage in outreach efforts to help the Tongan Government understand 
the importance of this issue and work with them to improve gaps in their anti-traf-
ficking efforts as identified in the Department’s Trafficking in Persons Report. I un-
derstand U.S. Embassy Suva deployed a very effective outreach program to the 
Fijian Government in 2020 on this issue to explain the importance of this matter. 
I plan to replicate this successful outreach program with Tongan Government offi-
cials. 

Question. The office of to monitor and combat trafficking in persons plays a key 
role in assisting Ambassadors in promoting anti-trafficking work. Please describe 
how you can work with the office to improve Tonga’s anti-trafficking work in coun-
try. 

Answer. The Department’s Trafficking in Persons (TIP) Report provides concrete 
recommendations for improving Tonga’s anti-trafficking work. U.S. Embassy Suva 
will work with Department colleagues, especially from the TIP Office, to find more 
efficient and effective policies, including by reviewing successful methods used in 
other countries that may be imported and replicated in Tonga. 

Question. What concrete steps can you, if confirmed, take with your mission to 
help Tonga improve its anti-trafficking efforts? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with U.S. Embassy Suva to actively engage with 
the Tongan Government, civil society, and the private sector to address the concrete 
recommendations made in the Department’s Trafficking in Persons Report and to 
build a more effective anti-trafficking strategy. 

Question. In the State Department’s 2021 International Religious Freedom report, 
Tonga has a mix of religious groups but the Forum of Church Leaders only includes 
Christian leaders. What is your assessment of this particular issue and if confirmed, 
how will you work with the Ambassador-at-Large to bolster religious freedom in- 
country? 

Answer. The Department of State monitors reports of abuses and discrimination 
against all individuals based on religious identity, practice or believed, worldwide. 
The United States continues to support freedom of religion, including bundled rights 
such as freedom of expression, assembly, and association, including during the 
COVID–19 pandemic. If confirmed, I will continue to advocate for religious freedom 
and encourage government authorities to work closely with civil society, including 
members of religious groups, in order to ensure respect both for freedom of religion 
or belief as well as for public health guidelines. 

Question. In the State Department’s 2021 Human Rights Report, Tonga was noted 
as having several significant human rights issues included credible reports of seri-
ous government corruption and the existence of law criminalizing consensual same- 
sex sexual conduct between adults. If confirmed, what steps will you take to con-
tinue to address these instances with the host government? 

Answer. As a global policy, the U.S. Government advocates for respect for human 
rights and fundamental freedoms. If confirmed, I commit to lead U.S. Embassy Suva 
to consistently address these issues at all appropriate levels within Tonga’s Govern-
ment and civil society. 

Question. How will you direct your Embassy to work with civil society organiza-
tions to improve the human rights situation on the ground? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would direct U.S. Embassy Suva employees to continue 
to work with civil society partners in the Tonga to raise awareness, highlight abuses 
and violations, and promote respect for human rights in Tonga. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to personally raising human rights issues 
with the Government of Tonga? 

Answer. If confirmed, I commit to raising human rights issues with the Govern-
ment of Tonga. 

Question. In the State Department’s 2021 International Religious Freedom report, 
there were reports of restrictions on non-state religion and lack of religious plu-
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ralism and tolerance in Tuvalu. What is your assessment of this particular issue 
and if confirmed, how will you work with the Ambassador-at-Large to bolster reli-
gious freedom in-country? 

Answer. The Department of State monitors reports of abuses and discrimination 
against all individuals based on religious identity, practice or believed, worldwide. 
The United States continues to support freedom of religion, including bundled rights 
such as freedom of expression, assembly, and association, including during the 
COVID–19 pandemic. If confirmed, I will continue to advocate for religious freedom 
and encourage government authorities to work closely with civil society, including 
members of religious groups, in order to ensure respect both for freedom of religion 
or belief as well as for public health guidelines. 

Question. In the State Department’s 2021 Human Rights Report, Tuvalu was 
noted as having several significant human rights issues including credible reports 
of existence of laws criminalizing consensual same-sex sexual activities between 
men, although the laws were not enforced. If confirmed, what steps will you take 
to continue to address these instances with the host government? 

Answer. As a global policy, the U.S. Government advocates for respect for human 
rights and fundamental freedoms. If confirmed, I commit to lead the U.S. Embassy 
Suva to consistently address these issues at all appropriate levels within Tuvalu’s 
Government and civil society. 

Question. How will you direct your Embassy to work with civil society organiza-
tions to improve the human rights situation on the ground? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would direct U.S. Embassy Suva employees to continue 
to work with civil society partners in the Tuvalu to raise awareness, highlight 
abuses and violations, and promote respect for human rights in Tuvalu. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to personally raising human rights issues 
with the Government of Tuvalu? 

Answer. If confirmed, I commit to raising human rights issues with the Govern-
ment of Tuvalu. 

Question. Many U.S. missions have been under enormous stress over the last few 
years, in large part due to COVID. What is your understanding of morale through-
out Mission Suva? 

Answer. My understanding is morale in Fiji has been good under the leadership 
of Charge Greubel after U.S. Embassy Suva weathered a difficult 2020. I don’t know 
any specifics, but like many of our missions overseas, employees in the Fiji faced 
the full gamut of COVID–19 mitigation protocols, quarantine requirements, and 
travel disruptions due to COVID–19 restrictions. If confirmed, I would prioritize the 
health, safety, security, and morale of all employees in the Mission. 

Question. How do you intend to improve morale at Mission Suva? 
Answer. If confirmed, I look forward to working closely with the senior leadership 

team to understand and address any issues affecting morale. I prioritize the care 
of my team, both American and local staff, to ensure they have the tools to succeed 
in the workplace. The challenges of COVID–19 over the last two years have under-
scored the very real need to care for our people. It is a privilege to lead such a dedi-
cated group of individuals, and I am committed to creating an inclusive workplace 
environment that puts the safety and well-being of our teams first. 

Question. How do you intend to create a unified mission and vision at Mission 
Suva? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will start by listening to the experienced staff and per-
sonnel to learn from their experiences and perspectives. I will work with my senior 
staff to develop a shared vision of Mission priorities. I will clearly communicate the 
foreign policy priorities of this administration and facilitate regular conversations 
with both American and local staff to ensure clear communication and coordination. 

Question. Management is a key responsibility for chiefs of mission. How would 
you describe your management style? 

Answer. I am an inclusive manager. I find that teams work best when you take 
care of them. This means you actively listen to them to understand their needs and 
find ways to support them so they can be successful at their jobs. 

Question. Do you believe it is ever acceptable or constructive to berate subordi-
nates, either in public or private? 

Answer. It is never acceptable to berate subordinates, either publicly or privately. 
If confirmed, I will commit to treat all members of the Mission Suva community 
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with respect and dignity. I believe in helping my team understand their areas of 
development and their areas of strength. Our people are our most important asset, 
and if confirmed, I will do everything in my power to support and encourage our 
personnel to be the best they can be. 

Question. How do you envision your leadership relationship with your deputy 
chief of mission? 

Answer. I have an inclusive leadership style, and I expect to have a collaborative 
relationship with my deputy chief of mission built on mutual respect. I will look to 
empower my deputy chief of mission to ensure Mission Suva functions smoothly. 

Question. If confirmed, what leadership responsibilities do you intend to entrust 
to your deputy chief of mission? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will rely on my deputy chief of mission to navigate the 
Department’s policies and procedures to ensure we are properly resourced to achieve 
our foreign policy objectives. 

Question. In order to create and continue employee excellence at the Department, 
accurate and direct employee evaluation reports (EERs) for Foreign Service Officers 
are imperative, though often lacking. Do you believe that it is important to provide 
employees with accurate, constructive feedback on their performances in order to 
encourage improvement and reward those who most succeeded in their roles? 

Answer. It is imperative to provide employees with accurate, constructive feed-
back on their performance in order to encourage improvement and reward those 
who most succeeded in their roles. If confirmed, I will commit to fostering an open 
and inclusive environment where employees will receive both the support and can-
did feedback they deserve to help them achieve their peak performance capabilities. 

Question. If confirmed, would you support and encourage clear, accurate, and di-
rect feedback to employees in order to improve performance and reward high achiev-
ers? 

Answer. To ensure all employees can achieve their highest level of performance, 
they must receive clear, accurate, direct, and regular feedback. If confirmed, I will 
strive to build strong relationships with them, which entails clear and transparent 
communication about expectations. High achievers should be recognized and re-
warded. All employees should expect and demand the opportunity to develop the 
skills necessary to achieve their potential. 

Question. It is imperative that U.S. diplomats get outside of posts abroad to meet 
with local actors, including host government officials, non-government organizations, 
and fellow foreign diplomats stationed in the Pacific Islands. In your opinion, do 
U.S. diplomats get outside of our Embassy walls enough to accomplish fully their 
missions? 

Answer. U.S. Embassy Suva faces some unique challenges because it covers five 
countries from our physical location in Suva. The pandemic closed international bor-
ders and adversely impacted our ability to visit to each of the countries our mission 
covers. If confirmed, I will prioritize getting our people regularly back out in the 
field to all five of the countries covered by U.S. Embassy Suva. 

Question. How do you intend to improve the ability of U.S. diplomats to better 
access all local populations? 

Answer. Pacific islanders highly value in-person interactions. For that reason, it 
is imperative to get our staff out in the field as often as possible to interact with 
the local populations. If confirmed, I will work with mission members to get out into 
the field, including all five of our countries, to ensure we are reaching all of the local 
populations to the best of our ability. 

Question. What is the public diplomacy environment like in the Pacific Islands? 
Answer. If confirmed, I will work to expand and strengthen the people-to-people 

ties between the United States and the Pacific Island countries. While our Pacific 
neighbors gravitate toward us based on common values and shared history, we can-
not take those factors for granted. Younger age groups on Pacific Islands may not 
have the same memory of World War II as older generations do. The People’s Re-
public of China (PRC) is actively engaging in-person in many of the countries where 
we are not physically present, including Kiribati and Tonga. We need to continue 
to strengthen our ties to the region, including the promotion of a broad range of in-
terests based upon our shared values of democracy, human rights, and the rule of 
law. Diaspora ties are also highly important between the United States and Pacific 
Island countries. 
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Question. What public diplomacy challenges do U.S. diplomats face there? 
Answer. Pacific societies place high value on face-to-face contacts, which has been 

nearly impossible for many Pacific Island countries during the pandemic. When dip-
lomats show up in person, it not only shows U.S. commitment to engaging more 
with Pacific Island countries, it also builds up the personal contacts and networks 
that are vital for advancing American interests with Pacific partners. 

Question. How do you balance the importance of Main State versus the in-country 
mission when it comes to tailoring public diplomacy messages for foreign audiences? 

Answer. As I understand it, U.S. Embassy Suva has a crucial role in formulating 
public diplomacy programs and responses. The Public Affairs Section (PAS) has a 
staff of Americans and Pacific Islanders who provide expertise and local insight. 
There are many areas where PAS works directly with different offices and bureaus 
at Main State. For example, the PAS Press Section handles all relations between 
the Embassy and the local media. It also coordinates with other missions in the re-
gion and Main State on high-level visits or issues which attract international atten-
tion (such as the recent seizure of the Russian superyacht Amadea). PAS works 
closely with Main State on such initiatives as Fulbright, Sports Diplomacy, and the 
Young Pacific Leaders Program. 

Question. ‘‘Anomalous health incidents,’’ commonly referred to as ‘‘Havana Syn-
drome,’’ have been debilitating and sidelining U.S. diplomats around the world for 
years. They have caused serious, negative consequences for U.S. diplomacy, yet 
many believe that the Department is not doing enough to care for, protect, and com-
municate to its personnel. The past occurrences and ongoing threat of anomalous 
health incidents among Embassy personnel and their families poses a serious chal-
lenge to morale. When personnel at post fear for their safety or doubt that their 
case will be taken seriously if they were affected, the performance of Embassy oper-
ations can suffer. If confirmed, do you commit to taking this threat seriously? 

Answer. I am deeply concerned by potential anomalous health incidents impacting 
U.S. Government personnel and their family members. These incidents affect the 
wellbeing of U.S. personnel serving their country abroad and must be taken ex-
tremely seriously. If confirmed, the health, safety, and security of Embassy Suva 
staff, their family members, and all those supporting the Mission will be my highest 
priority. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to talking as openly as you can to Mission 
Suva personnel? 

Answer. The health and safety of my staff is my top priority. If confirmed, I will 
commit to ensuring all reported incidents at U.S. Embassy Suva are treated seri-
ously and quickly reported through the appropriate medical and investigatory chan-
nels. I will ensure that any affected individuals receive prompt access to treatment 
and medical care. Moreover, I will ensure that they receive our support and empa-
thy. If confirmed, I will also commit to work closely with medical staff and the Re-
gional Security Office at Embassy Suva to discuss any past reported incidents (if 
any), openly communicate with Mission personnel, and ensure that all protocols are 
being closely followed. 

Question. Have you received a briefing on the anomalous health incidents that 
have occurred to U.S. Government personnel around the world, including at U.S. 
embassies and other diplomatic posts? If you have not, and if you are confirmed, 
do you commit to receiving a briefing on the incidents before you depart for your 
post? 

Answer. Yes. We had an anomalous health incident in Vietnam and later had a 
Town Hall meeting with the Department. If confirmed, I commit to receiving a brief-
ing on the incidents before departing for my post. Nothing is more important than 
the health and safety of our Mission personnel and, if confirmed, I will do my up-
most to understand the conditions under which my Mission operates and to facili-
tate clear communication with Mission members. 

Question. In the event of an anomalous health incident among your Embassy per-
sonnel or eligible family members, do you commit to maintain detailed records of 
the incident, and share the information with the State Department and other em-
bassies to contribute to the investigation of how these attacks are affecting U.S. 
missions and personnel around the world? 

Answer. Yes, in the event of an anomalous health incident among my Embassy 
personnel or eligible family members, I would commit to maintain detailed records 
of the incident and to the extent permitted by law share information with other of-
fices and bureaus within the State Department to contribute to the investigation of 
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how these attacks are affecting U.S. missions and personnel around the world. 
Nothing is more important than the health and safety of our Mission personnel and 
their families. 

Question. Whether or not anomalous health incidents occur at your Embassy, how 
will you work to restore and preserve morale that may be lost due to the knowledge 
these attacks have been occurring at posts around the world? 

Answer. It is incumbent upon leadership to establish and maintain trust with the 
Embassy community. We build trust by maintaining the lines of communication, by 
listening to the concerns of our community members, and addressing those concerns 
as openly and clearly as possible. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO MARIE C. DAMOUR BY SENATOR MARCO RUBIO 

Question. This year, we saw the CCP sign a security pact with the Solomon Is-
lands, which gives it access to deploy its military in a position that threatens U.S. 
and allied military facilities. In May, the PRC tried to negotiate a sweeping trade 
and security agreement with ten further nations. Fortunately, this broke down, but 
the CCP will undoubtedly try again. The reasons for this are clear—in a future con-
frontation with CCP, the U.S. will need facilities in the region to resupply and re- 
fit our troops, and Beijing’s security pact would prevent this. Is CCP engagement 
in the Pacific Islands a threat to U.S. interests? Please explain. 

Answer. Our vision of a free and open Indo-Pacific excludes no nation. We wel-
come contributions to regional development, so long as countries adhere to high 
standards, including in areas such as transparency, rule of law, sustainable financ-
ing, social and economic safeguards, and respect for the autonomy of development 
aid recipients. However, as the PRC’s involvement in the region has grown, we have 
seen a range of increasingly problematic behaviors, including its assertion of unlaw-
ful maritime claims and the ongoing militarization of disputed features in the South 
China Sea, predatory economic activities including illegal, unreported, and unregu-
lated (IUU) fishing, and investments that undermine good governance and promote 
corruption. 

Question. Does the Chinese Communist Party pose a threat to the United States? 
Please explain. 

Answer. We have profound differences with the Chinese Communist Party and 
the PRC Government. The PRC is the only country with both the intent to reshape 
the international order and, increasingly, the economic, diplomatic, military, and 
technological power to do it. The United States must defend and reform the rules- 
based international order—the system of laws, agreements, principles, and institu-
tions that the world came together to build after two world wars to manage rela-
tions between states, to prevent conflict, to uphold the rights of all people. We want 
not just to sustain the international order that made so much of that progress pos-
sible but also to modernize it to make sure that it represents the interests, the val-
ues, the hopes of all nations, big and small, from every region; and furthermore, 
that it can meet the challenges that we face now and will face in the future. 

Question. What were the reasons for the breakdown in talks between the CCP and 
the ten pacific islands? 

Answer. PRC Foreign Minister Wang Yi did not do things the ‘‘Pacific way’’ and 
subsequently failed to secure regional buy-in for his agenda. For example, he did 
not consult with the 10 Pacific Island nations and build consensus for the PRC’s 
China-Pacific Island Countries Common Development Vision and a related five-year 
action plan. This is a lesson we are keeping in mind as we move forward in our 
engagement with Pacific Island nations. To ensure we build the best foundation for 
a common partnership, we have consulted and will continue to consult with our Pa-
cific neighbors. 

Question. How has the U.S. fallen behind the CCP in engaging the Pacific Island 
states? 

Answer. For too long, the United States has relied on the goodwill and common 
bonds built among our countries though the World War II experience, but that com-
mon memory has waned, and the younger generation is disconnected from our 
shared past and too many of the younger generation have never interacted with an 
American. To change this narrative we must show up, listen, provide a positive al-
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ternative to the PRC and be visible in our programs and engagements with Pacific 
Island countries. 

Question. If confirmed, what will you do to ensure that the CCP does not gain 
a strategic foothold in the Pacific islands? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will do my part to significantly deepen our engagement 
in the Pacific Islands and embark on a new chapter in our partnership—a chapter 
with increased American presence where we will commit to work with the Pacific 
Islands in the short and long term to address the most pressing issues that they 
face. Following on Vice President Harris’ speech to the Pacific Islands Forum, the 
United States will begin discussions with Kiribati and Tonga on our interest in es-
tablishing embassies in in those countries. If confirmed, I will work with inter-
agency partners to return Peace Corps to the Pacific Islands and work with USAID 
to expand its engagement in the region. 

Question. Can you give us an update on the status of the Compact States negotia-
tions? 

Answer. The Biden-Harris administration has prioritized Compact negotiations 
with the Freely Associated States (FAS) as a U.S. foreign policy objective. Recog-
nizing the urgency of completing these negotiations, the administration announced 
the appointment of Ambassador (retired) Joseph Yun as the Special Presidential 
Envoy for Compact Negotiations on March 22, 2022. Special Presidential Envoy for 
Compact Negotiations Joseph Yun has held in-person or virtual meetings with the 
presidents of all three FAS and has met separately with the lead negotiators from 
each nation. Negotiations with the Federated States of Micronesia continue to move 
forward and have recently recommenced with the Republic of Marshall Islands. For-
mal negotiations with Palau are scheduled to resume in early August. The Special 
Presidential Envoy for Compact Negotiations is leading the negotiations with the 
continuing support of the team composed of representatives of relevant agencies. We 
look forward to reaching understandings with the three FAS later this year on a 
shared vision for our strong and lasting relationship that benefits the entire Pacific 
region. 
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