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To establish a partnership with nations in the Western Hemisphere to pro-
mote economic competitiveness, democratic governance, and security, and
for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Mr. Riscu (for himself and Mr. MENENDEZ) introduced the following bill;
which  was read twice and referred to the Committee on

A BILL

To establish a partnership with nations in the Western Hemi-
sphere to promote economic competitiveness, democratic

governance, and security, and for other purposes.

1 Be it ena-cz‘éd by the Senate and House of Representa-
2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

4 This Act may be cited as the “Western Hemisphere
5 Partnership Act of 20237,
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SEC, 2. UNITED STATES POLICY IN THE WESTERN HEMI-

SPHERE.

It ig the policy of the United States to promote ceo-

4 nemic competitiveness, deniocratic governance, and seeu-
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rity in the Western Hemisphere by

(1) enconraging stronger ecoriomic relations, re-
spect for property rights, the rule of law, and en-
forceable investment rules and labor and environ-
mental staindards;

(2) advancing the prineiples and practices ex-
pressed in the Charter of the Organization of Anier-
ican States, the American Declaration on the Rights
and Duties of Man, and the Inter-American Demo-
eratic Charter; and

(3) enhancing the capacity and teclinical capa-
bilities of democratic partuer nation government in-
stitutions, ineluding civilian law enforeement, the ju-

diciary, attorneys general, and security forces.

SEC, 8. PROMOTING SECURITY AND THE RULE OF LAW IN

THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE.

(a) SENSE oF CONGREsS.—It is the sense of Con-

gress that the United States should strengthen security
cooperation with demoeratic partner nations in the West-
ern Hemisphere to promote a secure hemisphere and to
address the negative impacts of transnational eriminal or-

garnizations and malign external state actors.
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(b) COLTABORATIVE EFFORTS.—The Seeretary of
State, in eoordination with the heads of other relevant
Federal agencies, should support the improvenient of secu-
rity conditions and thie rule of law in the Western Heni-
sphere through collaborative efforts with democratic part-
ners that—

(1) enhance the institutional capacity and tech-
nical capabilities of defense and security institutions
in democeratie partner nations to conduet national or
regional security missions, including thiough regular
bilateral and miultilateral engagements, forcign miki-
tary sales and finaneing, international military edu-
cation, and training programs, and otlier means:

(2) provide technical assistance and matertal
support (including, as appropriate, radars, vessels,
and communications equipment) to relevant seeurity
forces to disrupt; degrade, and dismantle organiza-
tions ‘involved in illieit nareotics trafficking,
transnational criminal aetivities, -illicit mining, -and
ilegal, unreported, and unregulated fishing, and
other illieit activities;

{(3) enhance the institutional capaeity and tech-

nieal eapabilities of relevant civiian law enforee-

ment, attorneys general, and judicial institutions

to—
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(A) strengthen the rule of law and trans-
parent governance; _.an'd

(B) improve regional cooperation to dis-
rupt, degrade; and dismantle transnationmal or-
ganized eriminal networks and terrorist -organi-
zations, ineluding: through training,
anticorruption imtiatives, anti-money laun-
dering programs, and stiengthening cyber eapa-
bilities and resourees;

(4) enhance port management and maritime se-

curity partnerships and airport management and

aviation security partnerships to disrupt, degrade,
and dismantle transnational eriminal networks and

facilitate the legfi_ti_ma-t-e flow of people, goods, and

serviees;

(5) strengthen ecooperation to improve border

security across the Western Hemisphere, dismantle

Iuman smuggling and trafficking networks, and in-

crease cooperation to demonstrably strengthen mi-
gration management systems;

(6) counter the malign influence of state and
non-state  actors and  misinformation. and
disinformation campaigns;

(7) disrupt illieit domestie and transnational fi-

nancial networks;
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(8) foster mechanisims. for eooperation on emer-

gency preparedness and rapid récovery from natural

disasters, ineluding hy—

(A) supporting regional preparedness, re-
covery, and emergency management centers to
facilitate rapid response to swurvey and help
maintain planning on regional disaster antici-
pated needs amnd possible resources; and

(B) training disaster recovery officials on

latest techniques and lessons learned from

United States experiences; and

(9) foster regional mechanisms for early warn-

ing and réspouse to pandemics in the Western

Hemisphere, inclading through—

(A) improved cooperation with and re-
search by the United States Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention through regional pan-
demie response centers;

(B) persommel exchanges for technology
transfer -and skills development; and

(C) surveying and mapping of health net-

works to build loeal hiealth capacity.

(e) LiMITATIONS ON USE OF TECHNOLOGIES.—

24 Operational technologics transferred pursuant to sub-

25 section (b) to partuer governments for intelligence, de-
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fense, or law enforcement purposes shall be used solely
for thi¢ purposes for which the technology was intended,
The United States shall take all necessary steps to ensure
that the use of such operational technologies is consistent
with United States law, including protections of freedom
of expréssion, freedom of movement, and freedom of asso-
eiation..

SEC. 4. PROMOTING DIGITALIZATION AND CYBERSECURITY

IN THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE.

(a) SENSE OF CoNGRESS.—It is the sense of Con-
gress that the United States should support digitalization
and expand cybersecurity cooperation in the Western
Hemisphere to promoté regional economic prosperity and
seeurity.

(b) PROMOTION OF DIGITALIZATION AND CYBERSE-
CURITY.—The Secretary of State, it coordination with the
heads of othier velevant Federal agencies, should promote
digitalization -and cybersecurity in the Western Hemi-
sphere through collaborative efforts with demoeratic part-
ners that—

(1) promote _(Iigita.l_ ecomectivity and facilitate e-
commerce by expanding aceess to inforimation and
communieations technology (ICT) supply cliains that
adhere to high-quality security and reliability stand-

ards, including—
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(A) to open market aecess on a nmational
treatment, nondiscriminatory basis; and
(B) to strengthen the eybersecurity and
eyber resilience of partner countries;

(2) advance the provision of digital government

services (e-govermmeiit) that, to the greatest extent

possible, promote transparency, lower business costs,

and

to—

expand ecitizens’ aceess to public services and

public information; and

(3} develop. robust eybersecurity partnerships

(A) promote the inclusion of components
and architectures. in information and ecommu-
nications technology (ICT) supply chains from

participants in initiatives that adliere to high-

quality seenrity and reliability standards;

(B) share best practices to mitigate cyber

threats to eritical infrastiueture. from ICT ar-

chitectures by techmology providers with close

ties to, or that are susceptible to pressure. from,

governments or sécurity services without reli-

able legal checks on governmental powers;

(C) effectively respond to cybersecurity

threats, including state-sponsored threats; and
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(D) to strengthen resilicnee against
evberattacks and cybererime.
SEC. 5. PROMOTING ECONOMIC AND COMMERCIAL PART-
' NERSHIPS IN THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE.

(a) SENSE OF CONGREsS.—It is the sense of Con-
gress that the United States should enhance economte. and
commeteial ties with demoeratic partners to promote pros-
perity in the Western Hemisphere. by modernizing -and
strengthening trade capacity-building and trade facilita-
tion initiatives, encouraging market-based economie re-
fornis, stre'ngth_enillg' labor and environmental standards,
and encouraging transparency and adherence to the rule
of lawin investment dealings.

(b) IN GENERAL.~—The Secretary ofState, in coordi-

nation with the United States Trade Representative, the

Chief Executive Officer of the Development Finance Cor-

poration, and the heads of otler relevant Federal agencies,

should support the improvenient of ceonomic conditions in

the Western Hemisphere through collaborative efforts with
democratic partners that—
(1) facilitate a more open, transparent, and
competitive environment for United States busi-
nesses and promote robust and comprehensive trade

capacity-building and trade facilitation by—
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(A) reducing trade and nontariff bariiers
between the countries in the region, establishing:
a mechanism for pursuing Mutual Recognition
Agreements and Formalized Regulatory Co-
operation Agreements in priority sectors of the
economy;

(B) establishing a forum for discussing
and evaluating technical and other assistance
needs to help establish streamlined “single win-
dow” proeesses to facilitate movement of goods
and common customs arrvangements and proce-
dures to lower costs of goods in teansit and
speed to destination;

(C) building relationships and exchanges
between relevant vegulatory bodies in the

United States and demoeratic partners in the

‘Western Hemisphere to promote best practices

and transparency in rulemaking, implementa-

tion, -and enforcement, and provide training and

assistance to help improve supply chain man-

agement in the Western Hemisphore;

(D) establishing. regional fora for identi-

fying, raising; and addressing supply chain

management issues, including infrastructure




DAV23688 MY5 LAY

ek

N S N S S S N T N S S S T O S
I T ~ Ty - - N = S & TN S S R o =

10
needs and strengthening of investment rules

and 'Ifegulatory frameworks;

(E) -establishing a dedicated program of

trade missions and reverse trade missions to in-

crease commercial contacts and ties between the

United States and Western Hemigphere partner

countries; and

(I") strengthening labor and environniental
standards in the region;

(2) establish frameworks or mechanismis to re-
view and address the long-term financial sustain-
ability and wnational security implications of foreign
investments in strategic sectors or services;

(3) establish competitive and transparent infra-
structure project seléction and procurement proe-
esses that promote transparency, open c.ompetition,_
financial sustaimability, and robust adhierence to
global standards and nornis; and

{4) advance robust and comprehensive energy
production and integration, incliding through a
more open, transparcnt, and competitive environ-

ment for United States companies competing in the

Western Hemisphere, including by
(A) facilitating further development of in-

tegrated regional energy markets;
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(B) improving management of grids, in-
cluding technical capability to ensure the

functionality, safe and responsible managenient,

and quality of sérviee of electricity providers,

carriers, and management and distribution sys-.
tems;

(Q) facilitating private sector-led develop-
ment of reliable and affordable power genera-
tion capacity;

(D) establishing a process for surveving:
grid capacity and management focused on iden-
tifying electricity service efficiencies and estab-
lishing cooperative mechanisms for providing
technical assistance for—

(i} grid managenient, power pricing,
and tariff issues;

(ii) establishing and maintaining ap-
propriate regulatory best practiees; and

(iff) proposals to establish regional
power grids for the purpose of promoting
the sale of excess supply to consmmers
across borders;

(E) assessing the viability and effectivencss
of decentralizing power production and trans-

nussion and building micro-grid power networks
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to improve, when feasible, access to cleetricity,

particularly i rural and underscived conmmu-

nities where centralized power grid connections
may not be feasible in the short to mediwm
term; and
(F) exploring opportunities to partner with
the private sector and multilateral institutions,
such as the World Bank and the Inter-Amer-
ican Development Bauk, to promote universal
aceess to reliable and affordable electricity in
the Western Herisphere.
SEC. 6. PROMOTING TRANSPARENCY AND DEMOCRATIC
GOVERNANCE 1IN THE WESTERN HEMI-
SPHERE.,

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Con-
gress that the United States should support efforts to
strengthen the capacity of democratic institutions and
processes in the Western Hemisphere to promote a more
transparent, democratie, and prosperous region.

(h) INn GENERAL:—The Secretary of State, in coordi-

nation with the Administrator of the United States Agen-

- ey for Imternational Development and heads of other rel-

evant Federal agencies, should support transpavent, ac-

countable, and democratic govérnance in the Western
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{1) strengthen the capacity of national electoral
institutions to ensure free, fair, and transparent

cleetoral processes, ineluding through pre-election

assessment missions, technical assistanee, and inde-

pendent local and international eleetion monitoring

and observation missions;

(2) .enhance the capabilities of democratically

elected national legislatures, parliamentary bodics;
and autonomous regulatory institutions to eonduect
oversight;

(3) strengthen the capacity of subnational gov-
ernment institutions to govern in a transparent, ac-
countable, and denioeratic manter, including
through training and technical assistance;

{4) combat eorruption at local and national lev-
els, including through trainings, eooperation agree-
ments, and bilateral or multilateral anticorruption
mechanisms that strengthen attorneys general and
prosecutors’ offices; and

(5) strengthen the capacity of eivil society to

conduet oversight of government institutions, build

the capacity of independent. professional Journalism,

facilitate substantive dialogue with government and




DAV23688 M95 8.1,
14

1 the private sector to generate issue-based policies,

-and mobilize local resources to. carry out such activi-

ties.

I this Aet, the term “Western Hemisphere” does not

2
3

4 SEC.7. WESTERN HEMISPHERE DEFINED.

3

6 include Cuba, Nicaragua, or Venezuela, except for pur-
7

poses of section: 6.




